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THE QUEEN 



MADAM, 

The following Work was composed with 
a Yiew to assist youn^ minds in the ac« 
qnisition of Religious Knowledge^ by re« 
moving the difficulties which prevent their 
obtaining an early acquaintance wkfa th« 
Holy Scriptures. I presume to hope that 
my design will excuse me^ %oft to Your 
Majesty and the world^ for the boldness of 
the undertaking, and the defects iu the per* 
formance of it. 



The public will not wonder, thdt I should 
be particularly solicitous to obtain the honour 
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of Your Royal Patronage, as Your 
Majesty is so eminently distinguished for 
the practice of Virtues which are no where 
perfectly taught but in the Sacred Volume. 



It is the peculiar felicity of Ihis nation, 
that every mother may look up to the 
Throne for a pattern of the truly maternal 
character, and behold Your Majesty in- 
structing Your Royal Progeny in the dis- 
charge of those duties which lead to im- 
mortal Happiness. 



May the influence of Your illustrious el- 
ample be universally extended ! May Your 
Majesty long continue to bless this land, 
and soften the cares of Royalty to the 
best of Sovereigns ! And when you shall 
obtain an incorruptible crown, may it be 
remembered by posterity, that Your Ma- 
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joesTY added lustre to an earthly one, by 
adorning your mind with the graces of 
Christianity^ and diffusing happiness, to all 
MLCmnd you ! 

I am^ IVf ADAM^ 
With all humility and gratitude, 
Your Majesty's 
Most dutiful^ and most devoted Servant^ 



SARAH TRIMMER. 
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PREFACE. 



THE opposite customs which have, of late 
years, prevailed in many schools and families, of 
either suffering the Scriptures to be read by chil- 
dren in a promiscuous manner, ^ or totally ne- 
glected, may be justly regarded as principal causes 
of the profaneness and libertinism of the age ; for 
(as an excellent author observes*) " as soonas we 
lay aside the Sacred Writings, which are the only 
infallible guide of Jaith and practice, we must of 
necessity go wrong. — Our all-wise Creator would 
not have given them to us^ if He had not known 
that we had need of their assistance ;'* therefore^it 
is presumptuous to suppose we can educate youth 
properly without them; and it may justly be con* 
sidered as an irreverent act, to make use of 6oD*s 
Holy Word with no farther end in view tlian the 
improvement of pupils in tAe art of reading. 

Since it has pleased 6oD of His infinite compas- 
sion to bless us with a book whose Divine contents, 
are variously adapted to all ages and conditions of 
mankind ; it is certaiuly the indispensable duty of 
parents and teachers to draw the atteution of chil- 
dren to it as soon as possible.. — £very part of early 
instruction ought to be heli in subordination, to ti^e 
study of R^iLiGiON.^— To excite in the minds of 
young children a desire of being made acquainted 
with tiie SciiiPTURES, ought doubtless to be our 
first care, instead of making classical learning and 

* 3cft Preface to ' 'stervald's ArgumenU. 
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accomplisbmeiits th^ omly objects, as is too fir^ 
qoeatly the qase ; and as they advance in years, 
our next endeavour should be to instruct youii 
Bow to form their judgment, and settle their opi- 
nion3 by the QitACLES o/' Divine Wisdom. TTie 
neglecting to do so is a capital and fatal error. It 
would be a very proper and pleasing exercise to 
young students, were they taught to examine the 
sentiments of sqch heathen authors as are usually 
put into their hands by the precepts oftlie Gospel. — 
To compare the doctrines of our Saviour and 
His Apostles with the systems of the most admired 
sages of antiquity. — To consider how far the ex- 
amples of heroism and virtue, recorded in profane 
history, are worthy of the imitation of Christians.-^ 
To understsmd what it has pleased the Almighty 
Governor to reveal concerning tiie wonderftil 
dispensations of his providence in respect to nations 
and indiDiduals^^mid to form a proper estimate of 
the rewards of piety and righteousness held out by 
Christianity, when contrasted witli the imperfect 
notionsentertained on these important subjects by 
the most enlightaied among tlie heathen. 

Were a method of this kind pursued, I am con- 
fident it would be attended with the most benefi- 
cial effects ; youth would not be liable, as they now 
are, to imbibe heathen principles — (heir passions 
would be kept in due subjection — their conduct 
would most likely reflect honour on their instruc- 
tors, and be productive of lasting happiness to 
th^nselves, and all with whom they are connected, 
—They would be armed against the dangerous al- 
lurements of this world, and s.olicitous to prepare 

themselves for a better. 
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It must however be acknowledged, fliat fliese 
purposes cannot be effectually answered merely by 
putting tlie Bible into the hands of youhg per* 
son», without giving them proper directions for, the 
{temsal of it.— Great care is required in selec?tjng 
for them such parts of the Sacred Writings a? are 
suited to the progressive improvement of youths 
and it was my experience of the inconveniences 
attending an indiscriminate use of the Scrip- 
tures, when educating my oWn children, that 
first suggested to me tlie design of collecting to^ 
gether the historical parts, and writing an easy 
tonmient on them. In executing this plan i 
found, that without having recourse to the prd" 
phetic writings my work would be very imperfect, 
as the Prophets are, in many instances, the only 
Historians; and I fortunately met with a hint in 
the preface to Dr. Gregory Sharp's second argU" 
ment in defence of Christianity^ which was very 
jserviceable in pointing out ti^' method which is 
here ado{>ted, of transposing chapters and verses, 
in order to make the historical and propheticdl 
books explain each other by the mere force of serkt 
wad connection, 

A complete arr^g^ment of the Scbipturbs \h 
this way is not practicable, because the times \h 
^hich s<mie of the Sacred Oracles were writ- 
ten cannot be exactly ascertained; neither wSl it 
bq possible to understand others, tiR ^ consume 
mation of sul tilings shall have brought to pass th^ 
events^ to wliich they will then be ibund to relate i 
however, it must, in the mean time, be very satis- 
factory, and a great confirmation of "die truth of 

tho 
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the Inspired Writings, to observe tbe completion oT 
such numerous predictions, as an attentive mind 
wiB easily perceive, even in the circumscribed li- 
mits of the following volunaes. ^ 

There appears to me one very material induce- 
ment for a more particular attention to the Priy' 
fhecies than it is usual for the generality of Chris- 
tians to give; i^hich is« that the^ alone unfold the 
councils of Divine wisdom in respect to Na- 
tions : and explain for what causes God inflicts 
national judgments, and on vrhat conditions Bie 
averts them —particulars whidi it is the concern of 
of every individual ta know. 

There is great reason to lametitt that the Old 
Testament, in general, is frequently neglected, 
even by many Christians, as an obsolete lipok."^ 
/The numerous altusions of our Saviour and His 
Apostles, to. differ^it passages in it, iiir&isk ^ 
sufficient argument for recommending the study or 
ihat invaluable repository of Divine truths, and 
St. Paul expressly says, that the events recorded 
^ere were written for the example of ^9^? who 

should live undter the la9tiiU^veiUMM<0Q^ • . / 
The New ^Tis^stambnt in wme respects is 
«^rtainly that part of Scriptore«with ii^hieb Chris* 
tians aire principally jboncerned; but this c^annot 
;be understood witliout the Old TKfcJTA)fiiNT. 
^he fir^t three chapters,^ of jQ^nes^ op^tp^ •tins 
basiat 4^' all rfiv^ded reUgiiMai^ .and it ift-<oidy by a 
Aequent reference from oHe pai^ of Set'iptare to 
another that the great plan bf Divide goodness fti 
tiie creation, government, and tedeinption of manr 
l^ind can be tiaced. 
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SECTION I. 

4>V TBS CREATION. 

' Trtm Genesis^ Chap. i. ii. 

In the beginning God created the heaven and the eartb« 

And the earth was without tbrm» and void» and dark* 
,Be88 was upon the face of the deep : and the Spirit of 
God moved upon the lace of the waters. 

And God said. Let there be light, and there was 
light. And God saw the light that it was good : and 
God divided the light from the darkness. 

And God called the light day, and the darkness he 
called night ; and the evening and the morning wer^ 
the first day. 

And God said. Let there be a fijrmament in the midst 
of the waters, and let it divide the waters from tho 
waters. 

And God made the firmament, and divided th^ 
waters which were Under the firmament from the waters 
wliich were above the firmament ; and it was so. 

And God called the firmament heaven; and tlif 
evening and the morning were the second day. 

And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be 
gathered together unto one place, and let the dry land 
appear : and it was so* 

« And God called the dry land earth, and thegatltering 
together of the waters called He seas : and God saw 
that it was good. 

And God said, Let the earth bring forth grass, the 
herb yielding seed after his kind, and the fruit tree 
yielding fruit after his kind, whose seed is in itself 
upon the earth : and it was so. 
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And the earth brought forfh grass and herb yielding 
seed afler his kind, and the fruit tree yielding fruit, 
whose seed was in itself, after his kind, and God saw 
that it was good. 

. And the evening and the morning were the third 

And God said, Let there be lights in the firmament 
of the heaven, to divide the day from the m'ght ; and 
let them be for signs, and for seasons, and for days, 
and years. 

And let them be for lights in the firmament of the 
heaven, to give light upon the earth : and it was so. 

And God made two great lights : the greater light 
to rule the day, the lesser light to rule the night : He 
made the stars also. 

And God set them in the firmament of the heaven, 
. to give light upon the earth : 

And to rule over the day and over the night, and to 
divide the light from the darkness : and God saw that 
it was good. 

And the evening and the morning were the fourth 
day. 

And God said, Let the waters bring forth abun- 
dantly the moving creature that hath life, and fowl 
that may fly above the earth in the open firmament of 
heaven. 

And God created great whales, and every living 
creature that moveth, which the waters brought forth 
abundantly after their kind, and every winged fowl 
afler his kind ; and God saw that it was good. 

And God blessed them, saying, Be fruitful, and 
multiply, and fill the waters in the seas; and let fowl 
multiply in the earth. 

And 



And the evetking and the morakig were the fifth iaf^ 

And God. said, Let Uie earth bring forth the living 
inreature after his kind, cattle and creeping thing, and 
beast of the earth after his kind : and it was so. 

And God made the beast of the earth after his kiad» 
•nd cattle after their kind, and every thing that creep- 
.eth upon th« earth after his kind: and/jeD saw tfa^ 
it was good* 

These are the generations of the heavens and of the 
earth, when they were created, in the day that the 
XiO^D God made the earth and the heaven^ 

And every plant of the field before it was in th« 
earth, and every herh of the field before it grew ; for 
.the Lord God had not caused it to rain upon the 
earth, and there was not a man to till the ground. 

But there went up a mist from the earth and watered 
the whole face of the ground. 

And God said. Let us make man in our image, after 
our likeness : and let them have dominion over the fish 
of the sea, and over the fowl of the air, and over the 
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every thing 
that creepeth upon the earth. 

And the Lord God formed man out of the dust of 
ihe ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of 
.life ; aad man became a living soul. 

And the' Lord God said. It is not good that the 
man should be alone : I will make hhn an help meet 
for him. 

And out of the ground the Lord God formed every 
beast of the field, and every fowl of the air, and brought 
them Unto Adam to see what he would call them : and 
whatsoever Adam called every living creature, that 
was the name thereof. 

Asd Adam gave names to all cattle» and to the fowl 
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•cf the air, and to every beast of the field t but for Adam 
there was not found an help meet for him. 
• And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Adam, and he slept : and he took one of his ribs, and 
closed <up the flesh instead thereof. 

And the rib, which the Lord God had taken from 
Inan, made he aVroman, and brought her unto the man« 

And Adam said, this is now bone of my bones, and 
iflesh of my flesh : she shall be called Woman, because 
she was taken out of man. 

1 herefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, 
and shall cleave unto his wife ; and they shall be one 
^sh. 

' And God blessed them ; and God said unto them, 
Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth, and 
«ubdue it ; and have dominion over the fish of the sea, 
and over the fowl of the air, and over every living thing 
that moveth upon the earth. 

And God said. Behold I have given you every herb 
bearing seed, which is upon the face of all the earth, 
find every tree In the which is the fruit of a tree yielding 
seed ; to you it shall be for meat. 

And to every beast of the earth, and to every fowl of 
' the air, and to every thing that creepeth upon the earth 
wherein there is life, I have given every green herb for 
meat: and it was so. 

And God saw every thing that he had made, and, 
behold, it was very good. And the evening and the 
morning were the sixth day. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This Section is taken from the very beginning of The 

Bible, and is part of the Book called Genesis^ which 

contains the Sacred History of 2367 years: it was 

* writtca 



written by Moses^ who was inspired by the Hoxt Spikit 
lo give a relation of things which God ip His infinite 
wisdom saw fit to reveal to mankind^ and which nevei^ 
could have been known' to them had they noE been 
revealed fronv heaven, for they were brought to pass 
before mankind were created. 

. We are here taught that there is one God the CreatoF 
of Heaven and Earth ; that the world we live in had 
a beginning ; that the Almighty, with infinite wisdom^ 
formed t;be plan of creation, and brought into existence, 
by his 'Word, the earthy with all its appendages and 
inhabitants, in a space of time amounting to six of what 
we call natural days* Each day's work is particularly 
described, by which we learn the progress of creation; 
and are led to reflect upon the various and wonderful 
works of God. 

We find that the first act of creation, relating to 
tliis world, was, to bring out of nothing, a chaos^ ot 
mass tjoithout form^ and Xioid of every thing which novr 
renders the earth a beautiful and convenient abode, and 
that this unformed world was wrapt up in darkness : 
yet we may conclude from what follows, that in its 
first state, this world contained the principles of metals^ 
minerals, salts, vegetable substances, and all the terres* 
trial elements, which were intended to produce and re*^ 
new whatever might be necessary fur its future inha* 
bitants ; together with the rudiments of animal bodies^ 
and in short all that is comprehended under the gene* 
ral name of original matter^ one single particle of which^. 
as philosophers demonstrate, can never be destroyed 
but by the C^bator himself, though all may undergo 
various modifications to the end of time*. As^ a ehsLOB 

* See the History of the Heavens by the Abb6 de la Plucbe, vol. iL 
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Ae world was not habitable^ but God by airodier asto» 
Bishing act of almighty power, divided the hgktjram 
the darkness^ 

Still the world was not fit for the reception of tb^ 
living creatures, which God designed should dwell in 
it, 60 He divided the Waters which surrounded it, and 
caused a part of them to ascend and gather into clouds, 
that they might be in readiness to fall occasionally io 
rain, snow, and hail, to water and refiresh the earth : 
beneath this body of waters God placed 2l firmament qf 
otr, that the living creatures, when made might hare a 
pn^r element to breathe in. 

' Overspread with the waters which remained below 

the firmament, the earth was unfit for the growth and 

nourishment of trees and plants. 1 he Creator, thereif* 

fore, collected the water together into a vast hollow^ 

which he prepared to receive it, and so farmed the ocean s 

the earthy particles at the same time were consolidated 

into dry landy and appeared, as is supposed, under the 

different forms of plains and mountains, hills, dales, and 

vallevs ; between which the water tiowed from the 

ocean, and became seas; metallic and mineral sub-' 

atances, and all that constitute the interior parts of the 

earth, were now, as we may conceive, arranged in dil^ 

ferent strata with perfect order, while the various plants 

were at the same time fashioning beneath in the eart|)^ 

in the most wonderful manner^ and dispersed in soils 

suited to their respective natures. Grass of variouar 

Idnds then sprung up, and overspread the surface of 

the ground with its delightful venlure ; innumer^le 

plants, furnished with leaves and Bowers^ appeared 

among it, trees of every kind, clothed with leaves and' 

blossoms, some bearing the most delicious fruits, adorned 

the earth; all bearing in themselves the seeds of future 

trees 



( > ) 

trees afid [^ants, that no species migbt be lott to tb^ 
end of the worl4» and bringing with them perbapi Um 
first of all the insect tribes, deatiiwd to feed upon, their, 
leaves. It is worthy of obsenration^ that the power o€ 
God produced these successive wonders before thf^ 
operations of nature were regulated. The Cbeator 
wanted no Sun to dissolve the vegetable fli|id> and aoi* 
mate Ins new creation; every tree^ and plant was mad^-. 
at once, perfect in its kind before it grew ; but it wm 
tiie will of the Almighty that the sun should be instru* 
mental to the future growth and preservation of th% 
Tegetable tribes ; and that this bnght luminary^ toge^ 
ther with the moon, should serve to distinguish da^^ 
laid night, spring, summer, autumn, and winter, and 
ctivide Time^ till Eternity should succeed it, into monthft 
and years. For these purposes, extended in all pro-, 
bability to other revolving planets belonging to. tho 
solar system, God, either at this time created the st^p 
or clearing our atmosphere, directed its invigorating 
rays, for the first tiifie, to this earthly globe, and caxised 
the moon and stars to appear in the firmament. 

Having completed the formation of the heaven, tb# 
earth, and the waters, and prepared food of varioua 
kinds, God next called into being the animal creation* 
The waters above and below the Firmament, which 
were respectively impregnated with the aerial and tvo^ 
iert/ tribeSf at the command of the Creator, instantly 
sent forth different kinds of living creatures, Jbxvls ofi 
the airy Bndjishes qft/te sea, in astonishing variety and 
abundance ! 

After the air and wxters had produced their inhabin 
tants, the earth by the Almighty Wobd brought, 
forth the different kinds of terrestrial creatures: all 
these were> like the fishes of the sea, and the £9wJsof tho 

B 4f air» 
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ifir, endued tirith animal life; and the Creator be* 
itowed up^ each species various instincts and facul* 
ties, to enable them to provide for themselves, axid 
iheir future offspring, and to render them subservient 
to the use or pleasure of mankind. 

Bu^ among all the inhabitants of the Earth, there 
was not one capable of admiring its wonderful con« 
^ruction, or of knowing the Creator ; not one fit to 
be at the head of the Creation, to bear dominion or 
rule over the rest; therefore God made Man a Being 
greatly superior to every other order of creatures in the 
world, for he was in the Image ofGodf he bore some 
fkint resemblance to his Maker* 

It is true that, like the other living creatures in tlie 
world, Man had an. earthly nature ; but he had also a 
9pirtiual mature ^ a reasonable soul, endued with a princi* 
pie of immortal life, by the immediate inspiration of 
God, which accordingly bore the divine Image. 

Man was created with faculties for society and con* 
versation, but with the animals he could not converse, 
becfmse they possessed neither reason nor speech. Thk 
was known to the Creator, but not to Adam ; every 
living thing therefore was led by a divine impulse to 
pass in review before their appointed Governor ; and 
he was permitted to give names to them, which privi- 
lege still belongs to mankind. We here find that the 
first Man was named Adam ; this name was given to 
him by the Creator : it signifies Man. 
> Instead of creating- out of the dust of the earth the 
human being who was to be the companion of Adam, 
and to partake with him the blessings of creation and 
providence, God formed her of one of Adam's ribs, 
-and Adam justly considered her as another self^ and un- 
derstood that it was his duty to love her with constancy 

of 
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of affection. The name Womak» which Adam gave 
liis Wife, shews, by its affinity to his^ own name, that 
lie acknowledged her to be 6f the same nature with 
bimself ; and though it is not expressly mentioned, we 
may be certain that God breathed into the Woman aa 
well aa the Man the breath qfUfe^ and she also became a 
Umng Soulf or she could not have been made in the 
Image of Gojy* 

The blessing which God bestowed upon the human 
pair, afler he had created them, was like that before 
pronounced on the inferior creatures, but with this ad- 
dition, that they were to replenish the earth and subdue^ 
}^,.and to have dominion over the Jbwls of the air^ 4*^ 
which signified that they had the privilege of cultivat- 
ing tlie earth,, and employing its productions for the 
various purpose of human life. At the same time man« 
kind were instructed to regard all these gifts and pri* 
vileges as bestowed by the Supreme GoV£rnor,GOD». 
who himself allotted to man the food that was to sus.- 
tain his life, which included all kinds of grain and 
firuits; and God made a particular grant of all that we 
call herbage, for the maintenance of the lower crea* 
tures; so that Man could not withhold food from the- 
cattle of the field, nor even from the meanest reptile^, 
without manifest injustice. By- this wise ordination fi 
the dominion of Man over the other creatures, though 
itsetthem greatly above them, kept him in due subor- 
dination to the Supreme Governor. 

All the works of creation, when viewed by the C rea- 
TOR, were pronounced good; by. which may be under- 
wood, that they were perfect in their kinds, so as to re- 
quire no alteration or improvement; and it is reo;iarked 
by those who have made the works of nature their 
particular study, that amidst the endless variety of the* 
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vegetable and animal kinds, gtich analogy subsists at 
plainly shews they had all one Ma^ker, the all.wiso 
God, who alone existed from all eternity. Of this in- 
comprehensible Being we can know no more than He 
sees fit to rereal to us ; but God has been graciously 
pleased to reveal many wonderful circumstances con- 
cerning his nature and attributes, and the laws by 
which he governs the universe. In respect to his Di- 
tine Nature, God has plamly revealed in Scripture that 
it includes Three persons, the Father, the So^, and 
the HoL Y Ghost, and that these three are one God ; 
that the Father is invisible, that the Son is the express 
Image of the Father, through whom the Father re* 
ceives the homage of Mankind. Nothing but Deity 
can shew forth Deity, a Being of an inferior nature 
cannot be the express image of a superior one ; conse- 
quentl}' whoever sees the Son, sees God, for there is 
no nature in him but Godhead. Mankind indeed 
were created in the image and likeness of God, they 
bore in their spiritual nature a faint resemblance of their 
CflEAToa; but the Son of God, called in this lesson 
the Lord God, is that Creator. The Holy Ghost 
is the Holy Spirit of God, of whose operations we 
are particularly informed in the New Testament : we 
Head of Him in tlie very beginning of the Bible, where 
we are told that the Spirit of God moved upon thejace 
of the 'waters ; and it was by the pame Holy Spirit 
that Man became a living soul. 

How wonderful it is to think of a self-existing and 
eternal Being, so wise and powerful as to be able to 
design the Works of Creation, and call into existence 
out of nothing the materials of which this Earth and all 
things belonging to it are composed ; and of arranging 

them in such perfect oroer aa to foxpx a cojaoplete World, 
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Ibraished with mmimarable kinds o( inhabitants, andi 
amply supplied with all things for the production and 
maintenance of a continued and multiplied succession 
of animate and inanimate creatures ! Yet this World, 
admirable as it must appear to every considerate miod^ 
is bat a small part of that universe, which from ih» 
discoveries of astronomers we have reason to believe 
consists of innumerable suns, with their revolving pla* 
nets, all created by the same Almighty Being ! Who* 
^at reflects but a moment upon the infinite power and 
wisdom which were requisite to perform these astonish* 
ing works, can forbear to adore, with the most profound 
veneration, the great Author of them ? 

Why the Creator, who could have brought all thingai 
into existence instantaneously^ chose to employ six dixys* 
m creating his world, we are not told, but it is not im-' 
probable he did so, that attendant Angels might view 
them distinctly, and have new causes for adoration; 
and that Mankind in future ages, when they heard the- 
history of creation, might be led to consider with par» 
ticular attention the numberless benefits resultmg to 
them from the various works of God, and glorify Ym 
holy name from day to day. A World brought to 
perfection in a moment would have been an object toO' 
great for the contemplation even of the highest intel* 
lectual powers, and infinitely beyond'the limited capa^ 
city of the human mind. 

Let us imagine ourselves among the spectators of the* 
wonderful scene exhibited in the gradual production of 
our earthly Globe, and its appendages. How grand and 
sublime was the first object of terrestrial creation, the 
^upendoits cham I How astonishing the effect of the^ 
Creatoh's command, *^ Let there be UghtP* How* 
wonderful the division of the waters^ and the consolidating 
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^the earthi/ particles! How delightful the light of Trees 
and Plants rising from the earth, and unfolding to view^ 
in the course of a few hours, all the varieties of vegetable 
beauty! accompanied by innumerable kinds of insects^ 
expanding as rapidly to their most perfect state I How 
astonishingly magnificent, even to celestial beings, the 
first sight of the sun, heightening with his resplendent 
beams all the charms of nature in one hemisphere of 
the globe ; and the moon amidst the stars, shedding her 
mild reflected light on the other, and giving peculiar 
graces to every visible object ! How truly interesting 
must it have been to witness the production of living 
creatures ! To behold the seas swarming with innumer- 
d>le fishes, both great and small ; and the same watery 
element producing abundantly fowls and birds of all the 
difierent kinds which naturalists described! To observe 
the feathered tribes taking their winged flight in the 
aerial region, or perching among the branches; and to 
hear them from every leafy shrub pour forth their sweet 
melodious warblings! To see the huge elephant, the 
mighty lion, and all the beasts of the forest, rise from 
their parent earth, and mingle with the cattle of the 
field, fmd the reptile tribes ! But what must have been 
the wonder and delight of Angels at beholding the last 
great work, the formation of Man, a creature designed 
by Almighty Goodness to be their future associate, an 
inhabitant of heaven! Well might the sons of God,, 
those benevolent Spirits who surround his throne, shout 
with joy, when the foundation of the earth was laid* I 
What then should be the sentiments of the human race, 
for whose use and pleasure these wonders were created? 
Ought they who are constant partakers of innumerable 
earthly blessings^ who are endued with faculties by means 

• Job xxTiii. 7. 
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of vrhich they can understand from whose goodness they 
dl proceed; ought^ I say, these favoured creatures, who 
alone are capable of knowing their Creator^ to slight 
His inestimably gifls, or misapply them to purposef 
directly contrary to the intention of the Ahnighty in 
bestowing them? Nothing can be more ungrateful than 
to pass over the Works of God without consideration* 
To study them is among the highest gratifications the 
buinan mind can enjoy, provided this study is conducte(| 
upon religious principles. The Book of Nature is opea 
to all. " Oweipery^a/* Creator God is written." Let 
us then daily employ some of those intervals of leisure 
which all may command, in examining those objecta 
which fall imder our immediate observation, and we 
shall .find cause to say, with the inspired Psalmist, from 
the conviction of our own minds, ^^ O LoRn, hoxD mar 
Infold are thy works, in msdom hast thou made them all, 
the Earth is Jull of thy Riches ♦/*' Let us also reflect 
with gratitude upon the wonderful condescension of th^ 
Almighty Creator, in imparting to Mam a portion 
of his own Spirit, to make him immortal, and render, 
him a fit candidate for heavenly bliss, and let us endea- 
vour, by all the meaus in our power, to preserve the 
dmne Image in our souls, that we may be found in the 
Likeness of Goj>* 

It is reasonable to conclude, that at the first creation 
til was disposed for harmony and peace: impressed with 
the Image of the Deity, the souls of mankind were 
adorned with every mental perfection, and inclined by 
Uie Holy Spirit to obey their Maker and shew benevo* 
lence to aU the creatures over which they had dominion; 
the inferior creatures were individually impressed with 
an instinctive submission to the will of man, and with 
peaceable dispositions towards each other : so that Man 

• Pialm ciTi 24. 
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might without danger caress the tyger and the wdtf, or 
take the serpent to- his bosora ; and the lamb witlkmf 
fear He down with the lion. Man had then no pri^-> 
lege to mak^ sanguinary repasts upon die bodies of the 
tinimal tribes ; neither were the animals at liberty to 
prey upon each other. What a delightful place roust the 
earth have been at that time! Well might the Crka-* 
ton when he viewed his collecttve Works pronoonce 
them good ! Even now, that evil h^ such predoiBUlan6 
6f influence, the world, as far as it respects the works 
nature and Providence, is indisputably good; and imich' 
happiness may be enjoyed in it ; the great privilege o€ 
dominion still continues with the human race, and gives 
them decided advantages over creatures vastly superior 
to themselves in strength. Mankind still continue ta 
replenish and subdue the earthy whilst the beasts of the* 
forest, and cattle of the field, still submit to his hand t 
ought not mankind then to observe the rules of justice- 
towards the brute creation, by giving to all, under their 
immediate command, food in due season, and kind and 
merciful treatment ? O let us never exercise cruelty 
upon the smallest creature that is within "our power : 
but ever remember, that every thing which breathes ia 
Ac object of divine benevolence ; that they who would 
receive mercy from God are expected to practise it to-- 
wards all that have life; and that the truly m$rcifulman 
will he merciful to Ms beast, 

SECTION IL 

OF THE INSTITUTION OF THE SABBATH, AND G0D*A 
ViaST COVENANT WITH MANKIND* 

From Genesis^ Chap. ii. 

Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, an^ 
i£ the lfcO0t of theai» 

Aad 
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And on tlie seventh day God ended his work which 
lie hftd made ; and he rested on the seventh daj from 
ttH his wovk whkh he h&d made. 

And Gk>D blessed the i^evenlh daj^ and sanctified it ( 
hecaitse that ki it he had re^ed'from all his ^iroric ii^hich 
God created and made. 

An4 the Loud God planted a garden ei^tward in 
Bden ; ahd there he pvrt the man whom he had fiM^ned^ 

And out of the ground made the Lord God to grow 
every tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good feft 
§ood : the Tree of Lifb also- in the midst of the garden, 
and the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil. 

And a dver went out of Eden to water the garden r 
and from ih&sice it ww parted, and became into four 
heads. 

The name of the first is Pison : that is it which coro«' 
passeth the whole land of Havilah, where there is goldr 
^ And the gold of that laind is' good : there is bdelliumi 
and the onyx stone. 

And the name of the second river is Gihon : the same 
is it that compasseth the whole land of Ethiopia. 

And tlie name of the third dver is Hiddekei : that 
is h ^hich goeth^ towards the east bf Assyria. And the^ 
, fourth river i^ Euphrates. 

And the Lord God took the man, and put him into^ 
the garden of Eden, to dress it, and to keep it. 

And the Lord God commanded the man, sayir^^. 
Of every tree of the garden thou mayest freely eat: 
. But of the tree of knowledge of good and evil, thou- 
shalt not eat of it : for in the day that thou eatest^ 
thereof thou shalt surely diet 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In the first chapter of Genesis, God is revealed to im 
in his DiviNB image^ as the cftEiiTOR and oi^^er of all 
things ; in this lesson we are taught to know Got> as 
the Supreme Govr&kor of the world, over which hQ 
had given man subordinate dominion. 

It appears from other parts of Ser^ure*, that be* 
fore the world was created Goi> had prepiored a- king* 
dom in heaven for the reception of such oi the human 
race as should after a proper trial upon earth attain unta 
righteousness. That mankind might enjoy in some 
degree, during their state of probation, a foretaste of 
heavenly bliss, God blessed the seventh day^ and saneti* 
^ed itf or made it hoiy^ by setting it apart as his own 
day. The day which the Lord saw fit thus to bless! 
and sanctify, was that on which he restedy or l^off 
creating the things belonging to this world, the day on* 
which he viewed his own wonderful works, and pro* 
nounced them good. 

As a further ble^ing to the first pair, the Lord Ood 
prepared a Paradise for them; a delig^fii} abode^ 
which was a lively typ6 or figure of < heaven ; for in it 
grew the Tree of Life, and there they beheld the 
glorious Image of God. Under what form the Lord - 
God appeared to the first pair we are not told; but we 
may reasonably suppose, he shone forth in divine gloFjr> 
not in awful majesty, as he afterwards appeared upon 
Mount Sinai, but with mild refulgence, as the Prophets* 
describe him in their visions f , eminently -distinguished 
from the highest of created Beings. 

The exact situation of Paradise cannot now be Jcnown; • 
but, from the account we have of the nvers which flow* 

♦ Matthew XXV. 34. 

t See Ezekiel i. 26, S7. Chap. Tiii. 2, 9. Dani vii. 9. A?io 
tJitc TisHms of St. John, in the Apocalypse. 
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ed from the garden of Eden, it was in the eastern p&,t% 
of the world. 

That the first pair might have no fears of being de* 

pnved of the blessings of Paradise^ or erroneously sup^ 

pose that they had a natural right to retain them» the 

Lord Qod graciously entered into a Covenant by which 

he asserted his own right as Supreme Governor, and 

named the conditions on which the blessings of Para* 

disc (^oald be continued to mankind ; and these were* 

the €U>Bditions of the Covenant. — The Lord God gave 

mankind permission to enjoy freely all the blessings of 

Piuradiee, and promised to continue their lives as long 

as they should keep their part of the Covenant ; and 

the Loud God commanded mankind not to eat of the 

Tree of Knowledge^ which grew by the Tree of Life^ 

and Mibjected them to the penalty of Death, in case 

they broke this Commandment. The Tree of Life was 

the outward and visible sign of God's ^rst Covena^ 

with mankind, in their state of innocence; and the 

Tree of Kniyusledge was the test of man's obedience un* 

iet this covenant* 

The first Covenant certainly had a reference to a 
future state; without it the utmost mankind could 
possibly have done, would have been to continue inno^ 
centy or free from sin, but they could not have become 
righteous through Faith and Obedience : and without 
righteousness^ they could not have been admitted into 
the Idngdom of heaven. 

The Lord God by sanctifying the Seventh Day, ha» 
made it the duty of mankind to keep it holy to the 
end of the world ; but we do not find that the Sabbatic 
Law was included in the^r^ Covenant ; while mankind 
were innocent, no Commandment was necessary to 
enforce a remembrance of their Creator, for none bui; 

sinnera 
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iinners would forget the Lord who made them, and 
profaue his Sabbath. The Lord God knew that it 
was not good for mankind to be idle; he therefore al- 
lotted them work for the six days of the week. 

The institution of the Sabbath was the first s^^iritual 
blessing bestowed upon the human race ; nothing could 
00 eflFectyally promote the happiness of mankind, even 
in a state of innocenccj as the contemptation of the 
works of God; nothing could so properly preparfe 
diem for that heavenly bliss for which they were 
created, as holding communion with their Creator ;' 
offering up to God their pious adoration, and receiving 
A*om God those assurances of divine approbation, 
which in his infinite goodness He bestows on all who 
worship Him in spirit and in truth ; though not in 
the same way they were bestowed in the beginning of 
llie world. Tlie obligation to keep the Sabbath holy, 
can never be annulled as long as the world endures ;' 
for as all mankind in successive generations partake o# 
the blessings of creation, they are all bound to remem- 
ber their Creator ; and how can they testify this re-^ 
Buembrance so properly as by keeping holy that day 
which he set apart as his own ? It is th6 height of folly 
as well as presumption to slight and profane the Sab- 
bath, and we cannot do so without offending God, 
and relinquishing the highest pleasures we are capable 
of enjoying on this side heaven. Let us theft keep, that 
divine commandment, which makes a part of the reli- 
gion of christians ; Let us remember the ISabbath Daif 
and keep it Holy, 

Though mankind by means of that Reason with 
which their Creator had endued them were capable 
of comprehending^ when once revealed to them, many 
things relating to the nature and attributes of God^ 

they 
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they were not able by their own nataral powers to 
tiiscover tbem : they might have knowa indeed from 
the works of the creation that there must be a GO0 ; 
and with the rudiments of every good principle in their 
minds, they would undoubtedly have felt a desire to 
please their Makeh^ whose Image they bore, and from 
whose bounty they received such manifold blessings ; 
but they could not by searching find out God ^, not 
where they left to form their own conjeetores : Divine 
Revelation anticipated all fruitless inquiries, for before 
man could say, Where is God my Maker? the Lorb 
God manifested forth the glory of theETERNAL Father, 
and convinced the human race, by means of their out'* 
ward senses, of the existence of a God i This was tha 
beginning of Divine Revelation^ > 

When the Deity was once revealed to them, maiw 
kind, in their state of innocence and perfection, could 
not but desire to please God ; intended by their Creatoi 
for immortal bliss, they would naturally wish for ever* 
lasting life ; by their own natural powers they could 
neither learn the one nor be assured of the other. But 
divine revelation was afforded to instruct them in tlit 
Law of God, to inform them that they were by na* 
ture mortal, and to intimate to them, that ii^ order to 
have everlasting life, they must notmerely continu^uino. 
cent, but become righteous. 

Not only in respect to i^iritual things was divine re* 
velation necessary to mankind : without it the first hu* 
man pair would not have known how to select food, or 
choose a. habitation for thems^ves ; but before they 
could well feel the appetites of hunger and thirst, be- 
fore they could well form a wish to enjoy in perfection 
the comforts and conveniences of the world, they were 

- ♦ Job xi. 7. 
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put in possession of the Garden of Eden^ in whieh was 
collected together by divine bounty^ ali that tioasplea* 
$ant to the eye and good for Jbod. 

Without divine revelation mankind could not have* 
known that the animals were in subjection to them ; 
but ,before they could feel any fear or dread of erea« 
tures to all appearance more powerful than themselvesi 
the LoR D Gan said unto them. Have dominion over the 
Jish of the sea^ andfovds of the airy and over every living 
things not excepting the huge elephant and the mighty 
leviathan ! 

Divine revelation has been continued to all genera* 
tions of mankind from the beginning of the world; 
without it they would have wandered in darkness and 
error, and never could have known the will of God 
and their own duty, neither could they have had well- 
grounded hopes of everlasting life and happiness. The 
methods employed by the Deity in communicating dit 
vine truths have been various, and adapted ta the dif* 
ierent conditions of mankind under different dispensa« 
tions *% At present Christians enjoy the benefit of di« 
vine revelation in the Hol^t Scriptuubs. Let us then 
most thankfully avail ourselves of this inestimable bene* 
fit; let us read the Scriptures with reverence, as the 
WoED or God, and be ever ready to improve, with 
diligence, all that the goodness of God has made known 
to us; remembering that we can neither call in ques- 
tion the truth of Goo's Word, nor wilfully act in op« 
position to it,, without risking our eternal salvation. 

♦ Hck. i. U 
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SECTION III. 

ON THE FALL OF MAN. 

From Genesisy Chap, iii. 

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of 
the field which the Lord God had made : and he said 
unto the woman, Yea, hath God said, ye shall not eat 
of every tree in the garden ? 

And the woman said unto the serpent, we may eat 
of the fruit of the trees in the garden. 

But of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of 
the garden, God hath said, ye shall not eat of it, neither 
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. 

And the serpent said unto the woman, ye shaU not 
surely die. 

For God doth know, that in the day ye eat thereofj 
Uien your eyes shall be opened : and ye shall be as Gods, 
knowing good and evil. 

And when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the 
fruit thereof, and did eat, and gave also to her husband 
with her, and he did cat ; 

And the eyes of them both were opened, and they 
knew that they were naked ; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made themselves aprons. 

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking 
in the garden, in the cool of the day : and Adam and 
his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lorb 
God, amongst the trees of the garden. 

And the Lord God called unto Adam, and said unto 
him, Where art thou ? 

And he said, I heard thy voice in the garden, and I 
was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself. 

And 
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And he said, Who told thee that thou wast naked ? 
Hast thou eaten of the tree whereof I commanded thee 
that thou shouldest not eat i 

And the man said> The woman whom thou gavest to 
be with me, she gave me of the tree, and I did eat. 

And the Lord God said unto the woman. What 
Is this that thou hast done ? And the woman said, The 
Serpent beguiled me, and I did eat. 

And the Lord God said unto tlie Serpent, Because 
thou hast done this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and 
above every beast of the field ; upon thy belly shalt thou 
go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life ; 

And I will put enmity between thee and the woman, 
and between thy seed and her seed : it shall bruise thj 
head, and thou shall bruise his heel. 

« 

And unto the woman he said, I will greatly multiply 
thy sorrow and thy conception: in sorrow shalt thou 
bring forth children ; and thy desire shall be to thy 
husband, and he shall rule over thee. 

And unto Adam he said. Because thou hast hearkened 
unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, 
of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat 
4>f it, cursed is the ground for thy sake ; in sorrow shalt 
thou eat ofit all the days of thy life. 

Thorns also, and thistles shall it bring forth to thee, 
aud thou shalt eat the herb of the field. 

In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till 
thou return unto the ground, for out of it thou wast 
taken ; for dlist thou art, and unto dust thou shalt re- 
turn. 

And Adam called his wife's name Eve, because she 
was the mother of all living*. 

Unto Adam also and to his wife did the Lord God 
laake coats of skhis, and clothed them* 

And 
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And the Jjont^ 6di> said, Behc^, the man is be* 
come as one of us, to know good and eTil : aiid noir 
lest he put forth his hand, and take ^tlso of the tree of 
life, and eat, and live for «ver : 

Therefore the Lord God sent him forth frmn the 
garden of Eden^ to till the ground from whence he wad 
taken. 

So he drove out the man, and he placed in the gar- 
den of Eden cherubims, and a flaming sword, which 
iumed every way, to keep the way of the tree of life, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

When Qod entered into covenant with mankind^ li^ 
and death were set before tliem ; it depended upoa 
themselves whethei; they would live fqr ever, or become 
subject to death : as long as they should refrain from 
eating of the forbidden fruit, they would, according to 
the divine covenant^ be entitled to live and remain in 
Paradise, for so long they would be innocent or free 
from sin ; but innocence alone would not entitle them to 
.a farther reward. In order to obtain heavenli/ bliss and 
immortal life^ it was requisite that. they should become 
righteous^ which they could only do by testifying their 
.Faith and Obedience^ when tempted to disbelieve tlie 
WoKD OF God, and disobey His Commandments. 

Mankind are not the only intellectual beings amox^ 
God's creatures ; there are above them many orders of 
.angels, the original inhabit^:its of heaven; and we 
learn from Scripture, that some of these superior intel- 
ligences kept not their iirst estate, but rebelled against 
God and provoked him to cast them out from Heaven, 
and Gondenm them to eternal banishment from his 
glorious presence. These are denominated JaUen on- 
gelsf and devils ; and we are told in Scripture that their 

number 
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number is very considerable. The chief of the ftUea 
Bngels IS called, by waj of eminence. The Devil, and 
he is distinguished by the name of Satan, which sig* 
nifies an advermry or accuserm 

The particular crime for which the fallen angeb 
were cast out of Heaven, is -not expressly mentioned; 
but from some texts of Scripture, we are led to suppose 
-that Satan set himself against the Lord God, and ra^ 
fused to pay homage to him ; and that the other re* 
bellious spirits united under him as their head. Satan 
thus became the declared enemy of God, and his ad- 
herents followed his wicked example. It pleased God 
that the final punishment of the devil aud his angels 
should be deferred till the end of this world ; in the 
mean time they were left at liberty to tempt mankind, 
who, without temptation, could not have had an op- 
portunity of testifying their Faith and Obedience; and 
God had ordained that, unless they did so, they should 
not be admitted into heaven, where an eternal reward 
was provided for the righteous only. The Devil, en- 
vious of the happiness of the first human pair, and de- 
Birous of establishing a kingdom for himself, in opposi- 
tion to that prepared for the righteous, resolved to try 
if he could not tempt them to break God s command- 
ment. M^hether mankind knew that there were such 
beings as the devil and his angels, we are not told ; 
but they certainly were endued with reason, and their 
will was left perfectly free, either to obey God's com- 
mandment, or to break it ; and they knew the condi. 
tions of the covenant to be, " Obey and live" or ** Eatf 
. and die.** 

Satan had not the power to force mankind to sin, 
and he knew, that if he attacked them openly, he 
should raise suspicion; so hexesolved to proceed by 

cunning 
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•unniog and artifice. The Serpent appeared to him a 
proper instrument for his diabolical purpose^ on ac- 
count of its wonderful cunning, or sagacity ; and by a 
power whichy as a spirit, the devil possessed, he entered 
into the body of this reptile, and addressed himself to 
Uie womaxkp as the most likely of the two to be deceiv* ^ 
ed. Without doubt the woman was greatly surprised 
when she heard the Serpent address her in a way, she 
bad reason to think, peculiar to the human kind, and 
to find he was acquainted with God's covenant wit^ 
man ; and she gave too ready attention to his seduc* 
ing words 1 The discourse of the Serpent was designed 
to tempt the woman to disbelieve the word of Goo, to 
desire what God had forbidden, and to disobey his 
commandment. . For every reasonable desire that man- 
kind could with innocence indulge, God had graciously 
provided ; and as much knowledge as was conducive to 
their happiness, God bestowed by means of divine re- 
velaiion ; surely then it was their duty to be contented 
with the condition of human nature, which was the 
most honourable of any in this world* To wish to eat 
of what God had ex^voBsljJbr bidden, was an unlato/id 
appetite ; to wish to be as Gods, or even as Angels^ 
was an unlawful desire^ neither of wliich they could 
gratify without committing Sin* Reason was bestowed 
upon the human race, to regulate tlieir appetites and 
desires ; and had they made proper use of their reason, 
the ^rst pair would not have committed Sin* When 
the Man eat of the fruit of the Tree of Knowledge^ he 
broke the Covekant made with him as the head of 
the human race, he corrupted human nature, so that 
it3 goodness was lost ; and he forfeited not for himself 
only, but for all that should proceed from him all the 
blessings of Paradise^ together with ev^Iofting life, 
VOL. I. C and 
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tftid h At\t t6 i heav^tily inheritance. The WmtAH 
was in the transgresaion and justly partook of this pu-; 
nishment. When they had eaten of ^e fofbiddetk 
fttxh the eyes of the first pahr yur&te indeed ttpeked, as the; 
Deril promised them, but the effisds of Atk disobe* 
dience were yefy differ^t fhmi the expeetadons raided 
by the Serpent, all the kfundedge they had gained wait 
that tke?^ 'dytte naked^ or, hi other words^ that they hiMl 
ferfeited the Divine pmt^tion> and incurred tho jilst^ 
anger of their M&ker. The knitidB of both were now 
flll^ with the tnost dreadfkl apprehensiotu, and, to 
aroid the vengeatice of an oflended Qa^^ they etidee^ 
Vouted (but in vain) to hide thetnselvet ftom His nil* 
seeing eye. 

The case of the wretched pair was now quite hopisItUSy 
an the blessings of Paradise were forfeited, and eVeti life 
itself; they cOuld make no amends to the CRBAton atid. 
GbVEkNOR bf the world fot spoiling his peffiact work, 
attd defacing his Divine Image in their soids ; they had 
nb feason to expect Goi> Would freely forgive th^ breach 
of his commandment ; neither had they « friend t6 
Whom they could apply to intercede for d^eta,'«*4mt' 
DfeATH, BVERLAsntiG DsAtH appealed their cettaiit* 
poi^tioti ; nor could tlrey tell how soon the fktal ttrdfce ~ 
i^buldiail upon themi. Such was the miserf^Ue cobditioii - 
of the jf^rt^ pair when ihi^y.JkUJrdm innocence^ and be»' 
cdkie sinners. But the all merciful CR^Atoa, wbo' 
fo^resaw their foil even befote they were breftted, had' 
pHivided for tfteir Salvation ; a Redeemer was ordained * 
forthem ere theycame into exigence, and a NswCovt^ 
NAKT prepared, suited to tlie conditioki of tuners, a'Co* 
TSNAHTOF Oracb, Under which Repentance and FmA 
Ktert to be accepted in the room xxf per/hi obedienoe. 

Into Ais Covenant God of his mfinilegoodiBte ddl* 

8 
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ed the effendersy evvn wbile they were tvemUing tor 
(oat of his anger ; but before the Lord faithaated t» 
ihem ihe pwrpoues o£ difdne gruce f he gave both Adfln^ 
and Eve the opportunity <tf acknowledging that they 
had broken his commandment. After this oonfession 
the Lord God pronounced sentence upon all the trans* 
gr eiso r s; first on die Serpent, as the most atrocious of- 
fender; next on £ve» as the first transgressor; and lase 
of all on Adam, who, as die first human creature, was. 
the head of his kind from whence fdl the teA were to^ 
proceed. 

The former part of God's sentence upon the Serpent 

rdated to the kind of creature which Satan had made 

use of as his instrument. By degrading the Serpealt 

&om its original state in the creation, and making it attr 

enUem of infernal sptte and malice, the Lord Crod in 

fiict punished the Devil himself; for the serpent, not; 

hemg possessed of reason, could not be sensible of the 

^hecation it had undergone, and might be as happy 

crawling in die dust as in a higher condition ; but this 

alteration reflected perpetual disgrace and ignominy 

^pcn the DeviL The latter part of the sentence on the- 

^cipent related entirely to Satan, and signified that the^ 

Kedeen^r of mankind, who at God's iqppeinted time 

^tt to be bora of a woman, should put an end to the 

power of the DeviL 

As far the woman, riie was sentenced to bring forth 
^^>Urea in sorrow, which uapitedy Uiat an increase of the 
hnmsnrace would be the cause of pain andanidefy io> 
'^^'c; ^e was also to be in subjection to her husband^ 
^ a punishment for acting in so material a point without 
^i and taking advantage of his tei^lerness, to draw 
^intosk. 
Wi^MaiMoalimiedamooeDt the e a rth hadyieHed 

c 2 him 
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him spontaneous nourishment^ prepared by the provi« 
depce of God. The ground was now cursed for his 
sake, the blessing of God was cut off from it, that IVian 
might be obliged to labour hard for his subsistence, and 
instead of the delicious fruits of Paradise, he was con- 
demned to eat the herb of^the field. ' 

But that the human race might still be distinguished 
from the brutes, ovet whom dominion was given them, 
it pleased God to suggest to their reason, means of ren- 
dering the fruits of the field more palatable and whole- 
some to their nature, by making some of them into 
bread*. 

The first pair certainly became subject to everlasting 
deathy both of body and soul, from the moment they eat 
llie forbidden fruit; but the Almighty graciously re- 
solved to save mankind from everlasting deaths and con- 
demned them only to the death of the body ; the earthy 
fart was to return to the dust^ but no sentence of con- 
demnation was passed upon the spiritual ^art of man^ 
llie Soul; a dreadful alteration indeed had taken place 
in it, the Image of God was defaced, but that was the 
work of men through the instigation of the Devil, it 
was the work of divine Grace to renew the soul unto 
holiness through tKe satisfaction of a Redeemer, and 
by the sanctification of the Holy Spirit. 

Mankind were now taken into a neuo CoDenanty a 
Covenant ofGrace^ under which their Mediator, the seed 
of the tDoniany was to perform what divine justice re- 
quired for the sins of mankind, which is fully explained 
in the New Testan^nt. 

♦ ** Ewetf^ood gift and cv^ry perfect gift («ays St. James) is 
from abovCf and cumeth down from the Fath rh of light.** It if 
no improbable conjecture, thierefof e, that the thought of making 
^orn ioto bcead was orl^inaUy sa^gested by Dirine intpirttion. 

i . * ' From 
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Trom what we ourselves experience of the conditioa 
of hiHnanity> since mankind ]earnt to know evitis well 
as good^ we may be certain/that everlasting life, under 
such circumstances, would 1be a misfortune, instead of 
a blessing. 

It k supposed that, before the Fallqfman^ beasts had 
multiplied ; and that Gon, in c(msideration of the pe- 
nitence of mankind, delayed the execution of the pe- 
nalty of death ; and commanded Adam to kill some, 
and offer them in sacrifice, as an acknowledgement that 
he and his wife were deserving of death, and only re- 
spited for a time by Goo's mercy* And it is probable, 
that God clothed Adatn and Eve with the skins of these 
beasts, to shew them in a igurative way, that as clothes 
covered their bodies, so sacrifices, offered according to 
God's own appointment, would, in some sense, cover 
and protect them from the punishment which their sut 
had deserved*. - 

Of the manner in wliich these sacrifices were offer- 
ed, we may form an idea from the account given by 
Moses, of the Jewish sacrifices, which were in fact, a 
renewal of them. 

The expulsion of mankind from Paradise was at-, 
tended with great solemni^ty. The Loud God banish- 
ed them himself from the Tree of Life^ and placed 
some of the heavenly host as guards to prevent their 
future approach to it. All we know of the nature of 
the Cherubim is from the prophetic writings •I'. 

From the history of thp Fall of our first Parents, we 
*earn the great danger of indulging unlawful appetites 
tod desires. This should make us careful not to desire 
toy thiiig merely because it appears p/ecr^dyj^ to our eyes^ 

• Dr. Watls's View of Scripture History, 
t Se« Esek. i. dt el seq. 

c 3 
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•r goad for food; and to consider first whether ;t be 
coMtttent with our duty to wish -for it b^ore we in* 
dulge ourselves with it. We may further ledrn from 
the Fall of the first human kit^y to keep our desires 
for knoxjcledge, within due bounds ; and in respect to 
spiritual and divine things, to be contented with what 
it has pleased God to reveal; and we should likewise 
learn from their sad fiite^ to be satisfied with the con« 
dition of human nature. 

The Creator has made many different orders of 
beingS) and placed them in different ranks, according 
to his good pleasure ; it is therefore sinful to^wislt to be 
«ny other kind of creature than we are; end still mors 
so, to be otivious of the perfections of God bk]lisalf« 

Since the Devil suggested wickedness to our first pa* 
yents« and the Scriptures inform tiS| that he is the pro« 
fessed enemy of mankind in general, we must endea- 
vour to guard our niinds against his artful insinuations. 
Whenever we fiqd in our hearts any inclinations con* 
trary to our own duty, we should immediately have 
recourse to God by prayer, that he may by his grace 
enable us to overcome the evil one^ who will flee away 
tf thus resisted. 

From the behavioui^ of our first parents, immediately 
after they had disobeyed God*s command, we see that 
Sin naturally leads to shame and fear ; we may also 
perceive, that mere Human Reason cannot give to sin- 
ners any certain hope of pardon, much less of immor- 
tality ; therefore instead of seeking to justify ourselves, 
and claiming forgiveness, and eternal life, as our na- 
tural right, we sliould be ready to confess our sins, and 
rely on divine mercy for pardon, which God, after the 
fall,'grtici(5tisly promised to all mankind, as his own free 
gift, through theP seed trf the ivofnan^ who alone can 
:^-->opt'8 head.- 
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The^rstrOofv^tua^t was not renewed |p mw^wid i^ter 
the fiiU; 4UI the depceiMl^ls of Adam are beirs to the 
fi^9n4 onh^f iK^l baye not hy nature my ngbt to the 
hope of life eternal. Hiis i^ the gift of Gop trough 
ib& seei £/* ike vaommf^ our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It does i^ot becoaie U0 to mnirmur ancl repine, that we 
h^ve not the wmt privileges as Adam and Eve had at 
first $ hr in aU probability we should have abused them 
as th^y did. It is true, that the Tree ^ L^evi not 
within our rea^h^ Peath is entered into ^ the worlds 
#d4 every ^ne that ^ born must submit to it ; but im- 
mrm h^Qfai)ea9 19 tliU all8iQa^le» and we n% learn 
the conditions of it from the Scriptures ; let uk there« 
lort> wtd) th^ftkfiil hearty acknowledge ^ Dtvii^ 
goodooM to feUen man \ submit with patient ves%Ba# 
tbn to die palural evils of humanity^ and even to diMith 
ilieif ; stitoe God has provided a remedy, which wiH 
prevent our spiritual enemy from effecting our final de« 
ItrociiMi, if «e comply with tbe tenns of salvation. 



SECTION IV. 

THX DEATH 07 A'BV.U 

Frrnn Genesis^ Chap. iv. 

And Eve bare Cain, and said, I have gotten a mai^ 
from the Lord. 

And she again bare his brother Abel, and Abel wa9 
a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a tiller of the groun4« 

And in process of time it came to pass, that Cain 
brought of the fruit of the ground an offering unto t^i^* 
Lord. 

And Abel he ^so brought of the firstlings of bia 
flock, and of the fat thereof; ^nd t^e h^f^P ^^ T^ 
spect uoto Abel ajpd to his offerin^g. 

c i Bjit 
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But unto Cain and his offering he hp.A not respect: 
and Cain was very wroth, and his countenance fell. 

And the Lord said unto Cain, Why art thou wroth, 
and why is thy countenancefallen? 

If thou doest well, shalt thou not be accepted ? And 
if thou doest not well, sin lieth at the door. And to 
thee shall be his desire, and thou shalt rule over him. 

And Cain talked with Abel his brother : and it came 
to pass when they were in the field, that Cain rose up 
against Abel his brother, and slew him. 

And the Lord said unto Cain, where is Abel thy 
brother ^ And he said, I know not, am I my brother's 
keeper > 

And he said, What hast thou done? The voice of 
thy brother's blood crieth unto me from the ground. 

And now art thou cursed from the earth, whibh hath 
Opened her mouth to receive thy brother's blood from 
thy hand. 

When thou tillest the ground, it sIuUl not henceforth 
yield unto thee her strength ; a fugitive and a vagabond 
shalt thou be in the earth. 

And Cain said unto the Lord, My punishment is 
greater than I can bear. 

Behold thou hast driven rae this day from the face of 
the earth ; and from thy face shall I be hid, and 1 shall 
be a fugitive and a vagabond in the earth, and it shall 
come to pass, that every one that findeth me shall slay 
me. 

And the Lord said unto him. Therefore every one 
that slayeth Cain, vengeance shall be taken on him 
seven fold. And the Lord set a mark upon Cain, lest 
any finding him should kill him. 

And Cain went out from the presence of the Lord> 

and dwelt in the land of Nod, on the east of Eden. 

And 
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And Cain^s wi& bare Enocli^ and he builded a city 
and called the name of the city after the name of his 
son Enoch. 

And Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and 
Adam's wife bare a son, and she called his name Seth : 
for GoDy said she, hath given me another seed instead 
of Abel whom Cain slew. 

And (o Seth there was also a son born, and he called 
his name Enos ; then began men to call themselves by 
the name o'f the Lord*. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In this section we have a convincing proof that the 
Devil continued his temptations after the fall, and that 
he artfully adapted them to the circumstances of man* 
tinJ. Under the first covenant he tempted them to- 
eat of the Tree of Knoijoledge ; he afterwards tempted 
them to depart from the Ordmances of God^ by means 
of which they might attain to the ^Righteousness that 
Cometh by Faith, He also tempted them to the indul- 
gence of every unlawful desire, and to the practice of 
every kind of wickedness. 

Abel seems to liave been of an amiable, religious dis« 
position. Cain^ on the contrary, of a morose, unthank- 
ful temper. But the particular cause of his inveterate 
hatred to big brother was, that the Lord God had re- 
jected his sacrifice^ and accepted Abel's. There is 
reason to suppose (as we observed before) that sacrifices 
'^ere appointed of God. himself, because, before the 
fell, Map was not allowed to kill any thing for food : 
^ Eden he lived upon fruits, therefore it is not likely 
that he would have thought of appeasing the anger of 
God,, by killing an innocent creature : but, as the Ax- 
* See the margin of tiie Bible.^ 

C a MFGHTV 
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ittGHTY was pleased to reveal to Adam and Eve his 
gracious purpose of sending a restorer of righteousness, 
it is likely that he instituted the rite of sacriBcing ani' 
"liaals, as a representation of the great sacrifice to be 
inade by Christ, and as a mean whereby mankind 
might express Jailh or beli^ in the promises of Gon ; 
for these purposes (it is presumed) God commanded 
them to offer unto Him some of the fruits of the earth, 
as an acknowledgment of their dependence on Him ; 
and some of their flocks, as a sacrifice for sin ; and, 
that as a mark of His acceptance, God sent fire from 
Heaven to consume the offering : thus by accepting 
the innocent victim in their stead, God intimated that 
He would pardon their transgressions, for the sake of 
their Redeemer, if they testified their Repentance and 
Faith in the way he appointed. 

It is strongly implied in this section, that the LoRp 
God continued to manifest his Divine presence to roan- 
kind, after the fall ; and, it is no improbable conjecture, 
that some peculiar spot was sanctified by His appear- 
ance. Let us, then, suppose, that Cain and Abel re. 
paired to this holy ground*, and offered their sacrifice. 
Cain's consisted only of some fruits of the earth ; from 
which we may infer, that he presumed to appear before 
God as a just person^ xoanting nb repentance, but merely 
acknowledging God's goodness and bounty. Abel, 
conscious of his own imperfections, offered of the first- 
lings of his flock, as the sacrifice of atonement agreeably 
to the divine institution, by which he testified his re- 
pentance and hisjaith^ in the promises and appoint- 
ments of God: this Faith rendered his Sacrifice ac- 
ceptable f ; the want of it occasioned Cain's to be re* 

• See BUbpp l^ietkck OB Propb«€y. 
t ^eb. xl 4, ^ . 

jecteo. 
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jected. That Cain might DOt ptetd igtf^raAOf; it 
pleased the Lord to poitit out the omia^iony aaii lo re* 
mitid him, that he had not made the |>roper offering &r 
sin ; \)uty instead of repairing his fault, Cain went awiqr 
in wrath; and though the Lord God had reproved 
him for his discontent and envy with the utmost ovild- 
nesSy Cain continued to indulge those baneful passiouSr 
till they brought him to commit the horrid crime of 
fratricide! In all this we may perceive the work of 
the Devil, who suited his temptations to the etrcum- 
stances of mankind. 

So great was the pride of Cain, that he could not 
bear a superior, even in the favour of God ; what then 
must have been his mortification to find himself the 
most abject of mankind ; banished to a distant land, far 
from that hallowed spot, which was then distinguished 
by the frequent appearance of the Lord God; and 
destitute of that^i^A, which is the only sure foundation 
6f hope f Sensible, in part, of his wretched condition, 
Cain particularly lamented, that he .was driven from 
the Jace of the Lord ; and expressed the most dreadful 
apprehensions, that the hand of every one would be 
•ready to cut him off: yet he disdained (as it seems) to 
conciliate the favour of God by offering the sacrifice 
of atonement, nor did he express remorse for the wick* 
cd action he had committed^: however, it pleased the 
Lord, not only to spare his H&, but to threaten that he 
would punkh whoever should take upon himself to kill 
Caia, because it would be presumption to alter the seu « 
tence of Goo, who bought proper to pr(dong the dayt 
«f the first who was guHty of murdei^^ in order (at wSh 
may snpfiose) to make bim a living example of the im«^ 
kappijMBB wiiich fbllowa tiie commission^ #f t^ dread* 
kk crime; fsd abe to ^i^ 1^ lipase fsn^penUnoe. 

9© Ai 
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• An Abel was evidently in favour with God, we can- 
not suppose^ that he was abandoned to the rage of his 
brother as a punishment ; on the contrary, we may re- 
gard his early death, in reference to Providence, as a 
mark of the Divine approbation ; and may reasonably 
conclude, that as he testified a true faith, he was after 
death received into a better worid. 

The Scripture is silent in respect to the sorrow of 
Adam and Eve on this mournful occasion ; but, with- 
out doubt, it must have been a great affitction to them, 
to lose a Jbeloved son by the unnatural hand of his own 
brother ; and to have the otierider condemned to drag 
on a wretched life, under the displeasure of God, and 
the contempt of mankind ; and the sorrow of Adam 
was certainly greatly aggravated by the reflection, that 
he had brought Death upon the human race. In jre- 
spect to the mark that was set upon Cain, there is no 
certainty; but some learned authors think, that the 
Terse which mentions it is not exactly translated, and 
that it should be jrendered, set a mark before Cain; that 
is, wrought some miracle or sign, to assure him that he * 
should not he slain : however it was, it will answer na 
purpose to puzzle ourselves with such questions as tbese^ 
which are merely matter of curiosity, as none of Cain'ft 
posterity are now remaining in tlie world. 

Though none of the children or Adam and Eve are- 
mentioned by their names in the Hible, excepting Cani^ 
Abel, and Seth, it is certain that they liad others before 
the murder of Abeli because we read of Cain's wtfe,» 
who must have been the daughter of Adam and £ve» 
According to calculations that have been made, it i» 
probable, that, bythe time Adam was 130 years old, 
therje might be oPhis children, grand-children, and 
great glrand-children; a great number of people in thei 

worlds 
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world*. Seth is particularly meDtioned, because, fro» 
him was to descend, in a regular succession, the 
Saviour of mankind, the promised seed of the tiooman. 
At the end of this section we read, that after the 
birth of £nos, men began to call themselves by the name- 
of the LoKp; from this expression, compared with the 
beginning of Section vii. we are led to think, that all 
those, who believed in the Divine Promises solemnly 
devoted themselves to the service of the Lord, and ex* 
pressed their Faith Jl)y offering the sacrifices which he 
had appointed; on which account tlie Lord God 
adopted them as His sons, sanctified and assisted them, 
by his Holy Spirit, and gave them a title to tlie 
heavenly inheritance intended to be purchased for the 
human race, by the Restorer of Righteousness. 

Much practical instruction may be collected from thi& 
history of Cain and Abel. In the first place, we ma]^ 
infer from it, that the public prayers (which are now in 
the place of the sacrifices) are not acceptable to Gob- 
from persons who harbour hatred and malice in their 
minds. We may also learn, that wicked actions, how- 
ever secretly committed, cannot be hidden frpm God ; 
^liod that the Supreme Being Himself is the avengepf 
ef murder., and will bring it to light by some means t)r 
other ; or at least will not suffer a murderer to know, 
that inward peace which arises from a quiet conscience^ 
The fear and dread of discovery alone must have b^n 
a c<mtinual torment to him, and. will compel him tOtflee* 
^m place to place. — We are likewise taught, that ta 
be Mven firom the Jace of the Lord, or to be cut off 
from the society of God*s people^ and deprived of tbe> 
^lessing of communi(m with God, i^sociaL worship, ait 

* See Btftckbottse on the Bible.- 
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A murderer miitt necessarily be, is the greatest puni^* 
ment that can be inflicted. 

Brothers and Sisters are particularly instructed by 
this portion of Scripture, to cherish from their early 
years an a£Pectionate attachment to each other, which, 
by its endearments, will prove a source of continual 
comfort and pleasure ; by repeated acts of kindness they 
may secure to themselves a set of faithful, disinterested 
friends, ready on all occasions to do them good offices ; 
and they will have the additional satibfaction of in- 
creasing the felicity of their parents. But those, who 
indulge selfishness of mind, and are continually study* 
ing how to obtain a preference to themselves, and are 
envious of the superior advantages of their brothers 
and sisters, commit great offence against God, wre 
enemies to society, by destroying the peace of families, 
and cannot expect to be esteemed or beloved. 

SECTION V. 

TifIB OENEALOGY TROM ADAM, IK THE L»l£ OF SBTIi^ 
TO THB TIMS OF THE I)£LUQ£. 

From GenesiSf Chap. v. 

This is the book of the generations of Adam* In 
the day that God created man, in the likeness of Go^ 
made he him : male and female created he them, and 
Uebsed them, and called thek name Adam, in the dfqr 
when they were created. 

Adam lived an hundred and thirty years, and had •» 
son in his own likeness, after his image ; and called his 
name Srth : and the days of Adam after the birth of 
Seth, were eight hundred years 2 and he had aons and 
daughters : and all the days that Adam lived were nine 
hundred and thirty years; and he died. 

And SfcTH lived an hundred and five years, and had 
Enos : and Seth lived after the birth ef Enos eight 
hundred and seven years, and had sons and daughters: 

and 
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ind all the days of Seth were nine hundred and twelve 
years : and he died« 

And Enos lived ninety years, andhadCAiNAN: and 
Enos lived after the birth of Cainan eight hundred and 
fifteen years, and had sons and daughters : and the days 
of Enos were nine hundred and five years : and he died. 
And Cainan lived seventy years, and had Maha- 
LALEEJL : and Cainan lived af^er the birth of Mahala- 
lee] eight hundred- and' forty years, and had «ons and 
daughters: and all the days of Cainan were nine 
hundred and ten years: and he died. 

And Mahalalbel lived sixty and five years, and 
had Jared : and Mahakleel lived after the birth of 
Jared eight hundred and thirty years, and had sons 
and daughters : and all the days of Mabalaleel werQ 
eight hundred ninety and five years : and he died. 

And Jarep lived an hundred sixty and two years, 
and had Enoch : and Jared lived after the birth ot 
Enoch eight hundred years, and had sons and daughters: 
and all the days of Jared were nine hundred sixty and 
two years : and he died. 

And Enoch lived sixty and five years, and had Mb- 
THi;sEi*AH : and Enoch walked with God after the 
birth of Methuselah three hundred years, and had sons 
and daughters : and all the days of Enoch were three 
hundred sixty and five years : and Enoch walked with 
God : and he was not ; for God took him. 

And Methuselah lived an hundred eighty an^ 
seven years, and had Lambch : and Methuselah lived[ 
after the birth of Lainech seven hundred eighty and 
two years, and had sons and daughters : and all the 
days of Methuselah were nine hundred and sixty nine 
years : and he died. 

' And Lamech lived an hundred eighty and two years, 
^d had a son : and he called his name NoaH; saying, 

Thlf 
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This same shall comfort us concerning our work and toil 
of our hands, because of the ground which the Lord 
hath cursed. And Lamech h'ved after the birth of Noah- 
five hundred ninety and ^ve years, and had sons and, 
daughters : and all the days of Lamech were seven 
hundred and seventy and seven years : and he died. 

And Noah was five hundred years old : and Noah 
kad three sons^ Shem, Ham, and Japheth* 

ANNOTATIONS ani> REFLECTIONS. 

The design of this section is to sliew the regular de- 
scent from Adam to Noah, with a view to preserve the 
genealogy of the promised seed. 

The generations of Adam signify hi^ children, grand- 
children^ and all who proceeded from him in the line of 
Seth, thai son of his from whom the Redeemer of the 
world was to proceed. We find that the CREAxaR 
called each of the first human piir by one common 
name, Adam, which signified Man ; it was the first man 
that called his wife IVomauy to denote that she belonged 
to mankind, and afterwards gave her the proper name 
of Eve, which has served to distinguish her from all 
ether women. In the first verse of thfs section it is 
saidy that God created man in his otvn Image ^ but it is 
said of Seth that he was the likeness or Image of Adam r 
frooi which we may understand, that there was a great ' 
alteration in human nature in consequence of the FaU. 
What is to be understood by the Image ofGoD^ has 
been already explained; this Divine Image was de* 
faced by sin. Adam was a sinner, subject to pain, sor- 
row, and death : his children being in his image^ were 
just such creatures as himself, excepting that they were 
innocent of his particular ofience, but they partook of 
the corruption of his nature. 
We do not read that Adam and Eve were guilty of 

any 
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any capital crimes after they left Paradise, and may 
therefore suppose, that the general tenour of their con- 
duct was agreeable to the will of God, and that they 
educated their children in the principles of true reli- 
pon. It pleased the Lord to spare Adam's life for 
a length ef years ; and in all probability Eve also lived 
to a goo^ old age, but they must have felt severely the 
evils which their disobedience first brought into the 
world : however, as they still enjoyed the advantages 
of an immediate intercourse with the Lord God, it is 
reasonable to think, that they were comforted with hopes 
of enjoying through his infinite mercy, that happiness in 
a future state, which they had lost in this. 

It is said of Enoch that he talked toith God, By this 
expression we may understand, that Enoch compKed 
with all the commandments and ordinances of' God, 
What these ordinances were we are not told, but from 
ihe foregoing chapter we are led to suppose, that they 
consisted partly in Sacrifices oflFered with Repentancef&nd 
Faith in God's mercy* • 

The Son of Sirach * tells us that Enoch left to all 
generations an example of repentance^ and the Apostle 
informs us that he was translated, or taken to heaven 
without dying on account of his faith, and that before 
kis translation he had this testimony, namely, that he 
phased God f . 

Methuselah was the oldest man that ever lived . Lon- 
gevity must have been a great blessing to mankind, while 
they lived good lives, and enjoyed healthy'constitutions ; 
ovit, according to the present state of the world, it would 
be an intolerable evil. Lamech, the father of Noah> 
Pronounced a remarkable prophecy at the birth of his 
son — This same shall comfort us concerning our work and 
^oil of our handsy became of the ground ijohich the LonD 

• Eccl. xlir. 16. i Heb. xr. 5. 
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iath curud* From this prediction, it is supposed *^ 
'' That the curse upon the grouiid, pronounced at the 
Fall, subsisted in all its rigour to the days of Lamech ; 
that the work and toil pecessary to rat^e from the 
ground a sufficient support for life^ was a grievous and 
irksome burden » and that there was an expectation ia 
his time, at least among those who had not quite for* 
gotten God, of a deliverance from the curse of the Fall; 
of which deliverance Lamech undertood his son Noah 
would-be the instrument. We shall see as we proceed^ 
in what manner this prediction was completed. 

The birth of Noah happened in the eleventh century 
after the falK 

. We find from this section Uiat though mi^n liy«d| 
in the fii*st ages of the world, a great aumber of yeanif 
tbey all died at last^ excepting Enochs who was mirdr 
culously translated ; yet we are not told of any p^rti* 
cular crimes they committed, for which death was in* 
flicted as a punishment. The truth is, that they all 
died in consequence of Adam's sin f . The condemna* 
tion of death had passed upon mankind before any of 
the sons of Adam were born. God concluded them (dl 
as sinners^ before they came into the world, that they 
might all partake of Redemption %, 

Since all mankind are born with a corrupt nature^ in 
the image of their progenitor Adam, instead of the 
Image ofGod^ we should learn to think humbly of our- 
selves, and highly of the mercy and goodness of God, 
who has condescended to take such creatures as sinful 
men into covenant with hinaself : and we should ear* 
ntstly desire to be purified from the original corruption 
of our nature, and to have the Image of God renewed 
in- our minds by Divine Grace $• 

* See Bishop Sherlock on Prophecy. t 1 Cor. xr. it 

X Rom. xi. 32. Gal. m, 22. ♦ 2 Cor. 15, l^. Eph. hv«2,«3,24. 
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SECTION VI. • 

THE CENEALOOY FROM CAIV* ♦ 

Frmn Genesis^ Chap, iv. 
And Cain's wife bare Enoch, and he butlded a cityi 
and called the name of the city after the name of hit 
fon Enoch. And unto Enoch was born Irad, and unto 

IrAD, MeHUJAEL, and unto MEHUJAELyMETHUSAEL, 

and unto Methusael, Lamech. 

And I^AMECH took unto him two wives : the name at 
the one was Adah, and the name of the other Zillah. 
And Adah bare Jab At : he was the fathet of such as 
dwell in tents, and of such as have cattle. And his 
lather's name was Jvb al : he was the father of all such 
M handle the harp and organ. And Zihi^AU she also 
bare Tubal-cain, an instructor of every artificer in 
brass and iron: and the mter of Tvbal-cain was 
Naamah. 

And Lamech said unto his wives, Adah and Zillahj^ 
Hear my voice ; ye wives of Lamech, hearken unto my 
speech ; for I have slain a man to my wounding, and a 
young man to my hurt . If Cain shall be avenged sevei^ 
fold, truly Lamech seventy and seven fold. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
Lamech, the descendant of Cain, is supposed to have 
been the first man who had two wives i he is thought 
by some to have killed Cain ; but it rather appears 
from the text, that he had slain another person, and 
was fearful God would inflict a greater punishment 
upon him than he had on the first murderer, because 
he had presumed to kill a man, notwithstanding he had 
seen the evil consequences which the perpetration of 
murder brought upon Cain. 

There is great similarity of names in the descendants 
of Seth and Cain i we must therefore be careful not to 

Confound one with the other. 

It 
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It is remarked, that, in this gCTW^alogy, there , is not 
one good person pointed out ; but several of Cain*8 
race became famous for useful and curious arts, which 
shews, that God does not confine this kind of know- 
ledge to the best people ; therefore^ it is wrong for 
any person to value himself merely upon liis skill in 
human arts and sciences ; it is the proper application 
of talents, to the glory of God, and the good of man- 
kind that can alone render any one truly estimable. 

' SECTION VII. 

THE BUILDING OF NOAH^S ARK. 

From GenesUy Chap, vi. 

And it came to pass, when men began to multiply 
on the face of the earth, and daughters were born unto 
them, 

That the Sons of God saw the daughters of men, 
that they were fair ; and they took them wives of all 
which they chose. 

And the Lord said, my spirit shall not always strive 
with man, for that he also is flesh : yet his day shall 
be an hundred and twenty years. 

There were giants in the earth in those days, and also 
after that ; the same became mighty men, which were 
of old, men of renon-n. 

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great 
in the earth, and the whole imagination^ purposes^ and 
desires* of his heart were only evil continually. 

And it repented the Lord that he had made man on 
the earth, and it grieved him at his heart. 

And the Lord said, I will destroy man, whom I have 
created, from the face of the earth ; both man and beast 
and the creeping thing, and the fowl of the air, for it 
repenteth me that I have made them. 

« See margin oi the Bib!*. 
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But Noah found grace in the sight of the Load. 
Koah was a just man> and perfect in his generations ^ 
and Noah walked with Gon. And Noali had three 
(onsy Shem, Ham, and Japheth. 

And God sai^ unto Noah» 1 he end of all flesh is come 
before me, for the earth is filled with violence through 
Aem. Behold I will destroy them with the earth. 

Make thee an ark of gopher wood ; rooms shah thou 
make in the ark, and shalt pitch it within and without 
with pitch. 

And this is the fashion which thou shalt make it of: 
the length of the ark shall be three hundred cubits, the 
breadth of it fifty cubits, and the height of it thirty 
cubits. 

A window shalt thou make to the ark, and in a cubit 
shalt thou finish it above ; and the doors of the ark 
shalt thou set in the side thereof; with lower, second, 
aad third stories ehalt thou make it. 

And behold, I, even I, do bring a Hood of waters upon 
the earth, to destroy all flesh, wherein is the breath of 
life from under heaven : and every tiling that is in the 
earth shall die. 

But with thee will I establish my covenant : and thou 
shalt come into the ark ; thou, and thy sons, and thy 
wife, and thy sons' wives with thee. 

And of every living thing of all flesh, two of every 
sort shalt thou bring into the ark, to keep them alive 
.with thee: they shall be male and female. 

Of folds after their kind, and of cattle after their 
kind, and of every creeping thing of the earth after his 
kind: two o€ every sort shall come unto thee, to keep 
them alive. 

Of every clean beast thou shalt take to thee by sevens, 
the male and his female: and of beasts that are not clean 
by two, the male and the female. 

Thu^ 
7 
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.Thus did Noah: accordiog to bXL that GoD com* 
manded hinii so did he. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS- 

Seth continued, to dwell in that part of the worid^ 
which was distingui^ed by the visible presence of the 
Lord God, worshipped him as the Creator and Goverr 
nor of the World, offered the Sacrifices which He i^- 
pointed, kept in mind the promise of a Restorer of 
Righteousness, and brought up his family in the true 
religion. We may also suppose, that the rest of Adam's 
posted^ (exc^t the unnatural branch that was cat of) 
followed the example of Seth : these then were die 
sons of God ; and Cain and his family, with sudi US 
apostatiased from the Lord God, and joined with theoi 
the sons of men. 

It is here intimated, that the sons of Gad were at fiiit . 
very careful to keep themselves separate from the sons qf. 
men; but afUr a time, they married wives from amoQgst 
them. This mixture of good and wicked people was 
productive of very bad consequences. It is most Itkety 
that these daughters ofmenj and their impious relatiiMM, 
enticed to idolatry the sons ^God, who had married 
them ; and these by degrees enticed others. The au Aer 
of the Book of Wisdom says, thai ike iemh^ qfidob: 
Hvas the beginning of the eorruption of Ufif*. Aad St 
Paul says, that u^en men kneto God they gloryM him 
not as God ; but changed the glorif itf the incorrujMUt' 
God into an image made like unto eorrupHble mait, into 
birds and beasts^ and creeping things f ; fyoxm whi«h wtt 
may infer, that the sin of Idolatry, in the Gmt iastanteSi. 
consisted in men's dishonouring the LoitD GoB, ^ 
express Image of the Eternal FATHsa, bjr seiting up 
iquiges of thtiir own devising in his stead, wbUk by 
* Wisdom of SoIomon^iiT.lj^ tRonui.2a. 
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degreed they fancied so many gqparate ddties. Thk 
may justly be imputed to the suggestion of the DeriL 

Sudi a race of people, as the antedilutians are de- 
scribed to hare been, were unfit to live; therefore, we 
cannot wonder that they were at liast destroyed; but we 
find, that the long-suifering of God was very great ; 
fi>r he mercifully delayed, for an hundred and twentjr 
years, the judgment he intended to bring upon them, 
—By the expression, iny Spirit shaU noi ahoays strive 
voith man, &c. we may understand, tiiat means of grace 
were offered to this people; but they resisted the Holt- 
Spirit, that is, gave way to their own vicious indina*^ 
dons, when good thoughts were suggested to them*. 

€K)D is a being of infinite perfection, and not subject' 
to confficting passions; so that by His repenting that her 
had made man, and being grie^d at his heart, we are to 
understand no more, than that OoD's patience and long* 
scdfering had exceeded the utmost indulgence mankmd 
had reason to expect ; and that He had determined, at 
His own appointed time, to inflict the punishment due 
totiieir wickedness. God, however, did not bring a sud*^' 
den destruction on the earth ; for he made hb purpose* 
known to Noah and commanded him to inform man- 
\itid <yf it, and to preach righteousness to them ; by righ- 
teousness is to be understood faith in God's promises, 
rep e n ta nce, and Isunendment of life, and strict adherence 
to the troe worship t>€ the Lord Qoo. Had mankind 
obeyed Noah's admonitions, they would have been 
preserved; for it was the original appointment of Ood' 
(as we m^ ut^rstand from many passages of Sdrip* 
ture) that general and sincere repentance should avert' 
pY^c judgments t« 

We are not to suppose, that Noah was a man entirefy 
ftee fh>m sin ; witfirout doubt he was, like others^ sub*- 

♦ 2 Pfct ii 5. t Jtftl ii. 13. Dan. ix. 9, 10. 1 Jolm i. 8. 9. 
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}ect to hunnm infirmities ; but in respect to hit Faith» 

he was perfect; for even the example of the whole racejof 
mankind could not draw him from liis belief and trust 
in the Lord God; and he testified this faith by a ready 
qhedience to God's command of building an Ark, for the 
preservation of himself and his family*. The expres* 
sion xoalking uoiih God, signifies a conformity to God's 
Divine OrdinaticeSy in preference to human inventions. 
. if God had not made known his intention of de- 
stroying the earth and its inhabitants, Noah might have 
supposed the Deluge to be the effect of chance ; and 
after he received this intimation, had he been left to the 
guidance of human reason alone, he would have been 
utterly at a loss to know what to do in such an emer- 
gency, for ships had not yet been invented ; and we 
can scarcely think, that the idea of building a vessel to 
float on the surface of the water would have occurred 
to his mind : he therefore found the benefit of Divine 
direction, even in his worldly affairs; nor was this 
benefit confined to him; instructed by his history, man- 
kind have learnt, that under the providence of poD| 
they may commit their lives to a small piece ^xioaqd^ffid 
pass the rough sea in a tveak vessel f. . . 

It is supposed that the ark was built some^hipg Jk 
the form of a house, with a sloping covering likeAr<^* 
for the wet to run off. Noah had not occasion for sailf» 
rudder, or compass, because no art of man was rcq\{j^t^ 
for the preservation of his vessel ; these useful appei|^ 
dages were successively added to ships, as the nece||p- 
ties or experience of mankind led to improvement j^ 
the art of navigation. ^ 

It would have been difficult for Noah, who w^Jgop- 
rant how many species of creatures the worjji contaix^ 
to calculate the requisite size of the ark : he would 

• lieb. zi, 7. t Wisdom of SolomoUf xiv. 5. 
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uktmiBti^ in all probability^ haive been at a loss to know 
ivluit waiatiab to aaake use of> without God's direction ; 
nolhar coiddiie have known what quantity of food to 
provide; and after all, it would have been out of his 
power Co collect the dUTteveDt creatures together, had 
not Grod caused them to come instinctively, as those 
first created went to Adam. 

We read, thai^Maah was eoninaiided to make a win- 
dow in the ark : of this we shall ^>eak in a succeeding 
section* The covenant, which God promised to esta* 
blish with Noah, was that made with Adam after the 
&11 *9 that the seed of the xooman should bruise the ser* 
f€ni*s'headm 

The clean bcfasts are supposed to have been those 
mode use of in sacrifices : the unclean, those winch 
were never to be :qpplied to such sacred purposes. 

From this section we learn, the great danger to which 
wfapdiwpeopte eacpose themselves, by marrying among 
ffklBOd oaos$ and that, in forming matrimonial con-^ 
acctiona, ^egs^ shoudd radier be had to goodness of 
dispeiitiont than to personal beauty. 

lite dao kam, that the lives of mankind are en« 
llMy Al the disposal of Goo ; therefore it is folly to 
Itqglh of dafft according to the course of na« 
tnd toput off repentpBce to a future period : and» 
b^liioAle^tbegiai^ who perished with the rest, we 
BpilWitmili that extvaerdinary strength and stature are 
M aoeoiitict against Divine vengeance. 
' Vo aio ^^irther kistnatedj Ihait the power of God is 
imd thfit the elements a^ entirely under his 



If jpf am rtM^r to^xmdensn the antediluvians for not 
liW adaonitiops of Npah, let us listen with 
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w e ^ trtMe tpd ttpnth m to the inttriKttmw, wUck «<« 
given to us by God's ministers; aad be carefU not to 
do toy thing contrary to His will, contuned in the 
Holy Scriptures. 

SECTION VIIL 

XHB FLOOD* 

Frmn Gmeus^ Chip. vii» 

And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou, and aB 
thy house, into the aric; fbrthee have I seen righteous 
brforeme in this generation. 

' Ofevery dean beast thou shidt take to thee by seventy 
the male and his female: and of beasts that are not 
dean by two, tiie male and his female. 

Of fowls also of the air by sevens, Ae male and the 
fbmak : to keep jeed alive upott the £EK:e lif all the 
earth. 

For yet seven days, and I wiD cause it to hdn lyon 
the earth forty days and fi^rty id|^ ; and every iiviag 
substance that I have made wfll I destroy fitMn off 
the face of the earth. 

And Koah did acebiding unto aB tkait flie LoRc^ com* 
manded him. 

' And Noah was rfx bundr^ ycJilrs old when the^edd 
ef waten( was upon the earth. 

And Noah went in, and his sons, tad his'^nfi^ aiii 
bis sons' wives wMi him, kito Ae aik, because of i&i 
waters of the flood. 

Of dean beasts, and of beasts duU are net cMan;lBid 
eff fowls, and of every thing that cr^petk ii^ i^ 
earth, : 

There went in two and two unto N44i tdtb tht 
arfc, the male and the female, um Grod bad cdmnundid 
Noah« 

2 Aad 
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Apd it canetoptts after seveii dajrst duU.the w^t^M 

of the flood were upon the earth. 

' In the six hundredth year of Noah^s l^fe^ in the ie- 

dond month, the Beventeenth day of the montl;!, the 

same day were all the fountains of the great deep 

. broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened. 

And the rain was upon the earth forty days and 
forty nights. 

In the selfsame day entered Noah, and Shen, and 
Ham, and Japheth, the sons of Noah, ^d Nttdv^k 
]irife,aad Ihe thvee i^i vts of his soas wMk iktmif^n!^ 
the ark : 

- They, and e^tstj beast aftar his kind; and «!] llit cat- 
de altar their kind, and every creeping tMng that creep- 
eth upon the earth after his kind, and every fowl after 
his kfn4 efety Mvd of every sort. 

And they went in unto N6ah hito tlie trk, \m ted 
t^o of all flesh, wherein is the breath of life. 
' And they that went in, went hv male and ftande of aff 
Aesh, fls Goil^Yiad commilnded him : indiiya Lord s&ut 
hiiri ill. • 

And the flt^d was forty days^ upon Ae «arth ; an 
thb-water» 1i!«f«A^ ^nA jVim up the uric, ind it wai^ 
lifted np above ltf(» tafth. 

' * ilmdtlai'ii^le^fMNhrfiMed, and were mcreased grei^/ 
upon the earth ; and the arkirc^upon the fme^ of the 
■ frttters . 

^' And the waten pMralM excetdiilg^y upon ^e earth ; 
and all the high h^tf that were lifter the Mrhole heaven 

^'^^ Wft^en HiahiW upwards did the waters prevail ; and 
the mountains were covered. 

Abd t^ flesh died that moved upon the earth, both of 
t^wl, and of cattle, atid of beasts, and o£ every cre^ing 
thing tl^t creepeth upon the jsartb,,and every man: 

d2 All 
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Alt in whose nostrils was tb^ breath of lifei of ^ 
diatwasfin the dry land, died. , 

And every living substance was destrojred which was^ 
tqion the &ce of theground, both man and cattle* and the 
creepii^ thing!* and the fowl <^ che heagiren; and thej 
were destroyed firom the earth : and. Noah only remained 
alive«' and dley that were with him in the arlu 

And the waters prerailed upon the earth an hundred 
UnifiKirdaya. 

ANNOTATIONS Aia> REtXECTIONS. 

Xte are tbU by the Apeade to Ae Hebrews, tbH 
29Mi'siighteoiisaesSt which was accepted of God, con*: 
Osled in true JPW/** ; that is,Noafa believed ali^atGed 
iMri at that time revealed coneemii^tbe Redeemer, and. 

Nothing ceuU bemoreuiyikelfy to happen, accer^fof 
|e Ihe common course of nature, than an uiiiv^Ml de* 
Inge: yet Noidi, ectuated by a rel^gioiia Aar tt havbg 
prepared every thing as God commandedt enteiPed into 
theark v^tb aMi his &niyiy ; wludli was aslrii^proof 
ofhia belief; of God's pc^er* and oooMsnoe in the Oi* 
vine promises. Though ft is not wenlioiied, we mmf 
conclude that he had taught hit teuly thaaame pria* 
ciples ; for w^thosit euc^ a falianoe an the A|«iciaiiTV» 
what would have been theii: appvehennoos, when the 
doors 4>f the aslc ware shut apett thami 

We may easily siippesi^ that the rest of the iahabi- 
tanu of the earth lidiculed Ko:ih9 for what appeared la 
them unaeoeesary precaationa» Thof foresaw no dan* 
ger, but pursued th.ir vduptiiouspleasures, till the flood 
came and feupd them feastiog and revelling» marrying 
and giving in marriage {• 

*tUb.xk7. U\Ad. t Sc« Mi^ xiir. Sa, SO. ' 

Ther^ 



. TftereisreMm tothiok, that the deluge began on the 
JMrentb d^ of the ipreek ; if m, it was, m all probabi« 
fitjTi intended as a judgment upon the antediluvianSi^ 
far their babitikal profanation of the Sabbath. 

In order to their, that the deluge did not happen 
iecordfaig to die ctfrnmon-course of oature^ but was the 
tflfectrfthe miraculous power of Gop, we are told bj 
what means it was brought. about. 

In the history of the creation * we read, that God 
C?ided the waters from the waters, and placed a firma^ 
nent betwixt them, Ac* 

* 

In order to destroy the earth, the Almighty let loose 
Ac waters, and shewed, that it is bis Providence alone, 
which renders . that element an invaluable blessing, 
which, not confined within due bounds, is capable of 
beeoDung a most destructive evil. 

What a melancholy sight would it have been to Noah 
ind his family, to behold the destruction of all living 
creatures, and tq see the earth in ruins ! But there is 
i^ason to believe that they had not this severe triaL 
The ark (as we learn irom a former section f) had no 
windows in the sides, and only one window at the top, 
of small dimennons. This could not be designed to 
aonvey light ; nor, indeed, could any window, where- 
ever situated, have answered this purpose, to a vessel 
consisttng of three stories, even if the sun had shone 
forth with res{^endent brightness, much less when the 
^y was constantly obscured with clouds. It is there* 
^e probable, that the ark was illumined in a super- 
^tund way, (as the houses of the Israelites afterwards 
were :() in order to assure Noah and his family, thai 
they were under the immediate guidance and protec* 
IJOD of the Almiqbtt. 
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Whelii we reflect on the vidlcncc of the rain, poured 
in torrents from the sky ; the impetuosity of the subter- 
raneous waters, and the length of time they prevailed ; 
we cannot wonder that every living substance was des- 
troyed. 

Mi^iy proiofs of the general deluge may be collected 
from history. The inhabitants of most parts of the 
known world have some tradition concerning this me- 
morable event ; ^and it is very common to find, at the 
tops of exceeding high mountains, hundreds of mUes 
from tile sea, large beds of shells, bones and teeth of 
'fishes^ and in other places, fragments of trees, the re^ 
mains of land and sea animals, &c, which could not have 
been mixed together by any other accident. 

At first sight, it appears hard that the beasts and 
other creatures^ who were incapable of sinning should 
perish with sinful man ; but, if we consider that in- 
stant death was not so great an evil to the brute crea- 
tion, as other evil% which would, in all probability, 
have fiiUen upon them, had they not been drowned, we 
rfiall view it in another light. The alteration whidi 
the earth was to undergo in consequence of the deluge^ 
would have deprived them of sustenance, and numbers 
would have perished with hunger ; in which case, their 
nutery would have been much greater than what they 
suffered by the flood. In all general judgments, the in- 
nocent must unavoidably perish with the guilty ; but 
in this case they are not to be regarded as the victims 
of God's vengeance, but as taken away by his mercy 
from the evil to come. It is very plain from this por- 
tion of Scripture, that the sins of men provoked Gofi 
to bring ttus signal judgment upon the earth. 

Though the fishes are not mentioned, we have reason 
tsTbdiev^t that most of thetii also perished by the vio- 
lept^mmotion of the wat^|*s ; but that God by a mi- 
racle 
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rade preserved some of the speeies, wkich iSf at least^ 
as easy as to suppose a utw creation of this part o£ the 
animid wcnrld^ 

If we contemplate the hi$tory.,c^the delug^» merelx 

as it relates to the inhabitants of the old worl4| it a^ 

fords a striking, example of Gqi>> vengeance, against 

incorrigible sinners; but if we regard it, as the Scri]^ 

tures teach ui( to do *, as awaming^to ourselves, it wiQ 

Si^dj be a check upon immorality and .impiety^ for 

none among us can be certain that the en^ of the worlct 

IS not at hand. The day of judgment will come as 

suddenly as tlie flood did : but supposing tluit mai^ 

ages should revolve before this awful period take# 

place, yet in reqpect to ev^ry iiifividual on e^rt^ it &- 

certainly near : a few short years willi, in a natural waj 

determine our fate to all eternity; andeven these majF 

be shortened by some sudden and unexpected vuirtation. 

Let us then shun the example of a corrupt generation', 

^nd imftate that of Noah, who feared Goj>, and sought 

the righteousness which is by fiutb ; that wt like hlni 

<nay bo heirs of salvation*, 

SECTION K. 

NOAHV ^C, BT GOB^S COMMANIX, COME OUT OF THB 

ARK. 

FromGenemf Chap. viit. 

A^n God rensendiered Noah, and en^ Uviog 
^Ung, and ail the cattle that was^ with him in the aik^ 
aad God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the 
waita annaged^ 

' The fimBtam abo^of the deqp) and tbe windows of 

• Set Blatt xnrr 38,^ 391 

in 4 keaven^ 
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iKwre* w«r« rtoppc^ and Oe niio ft^ hewn «■* ■ 
tCftrained. 

And the wat«« re tu r a itd flwn offthe earth conti- 
nplly, anid dter tfce end lOT Ae liimdred and fifty 
taftj the wat«n were dieted. 
' .AM the ark reated in the aerenth month, on tb« 
■ of 



r, nntjt the tenth 

first daj of dte 

nseen. 

forty da.y%, that 

: which he had 

rent forth to and- 
firo, uatil the water* wen dried up upon the earth. 

Also he vest forth^dove from him, to aeeif thewaten 
were abated from off the ftce of the ground. 

But tlie dove found no reit for the sole of her foot, 
and she returned unto him into the arlc : for the watera 
were on the face of the whole earth: then he put forth 
his hand, and took her, and pulled her unto him hito 
the ark. 

And he stayed yet other seven days ; and again he 
sent fi>rth the dove out of the ark. And the dove came 
in unto him in the evening. 

And lo, in her mouth was an olive leaf plucked off: 
■0 Noah knew that the waters were abated fnm off the 
earth. 

Aad he stayed yet otlier seven days, and 'seal ferth 
the dove, which returned, not agafai unto him any 
nofe. 

'And it came to pass in the Bixth'hu6dMd& aadfttt 
^ear in the firtfrnonth, the firM dqr of tfcewatflllr the 
waters were dried up from off the ear^, and Noah ve- 
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the fiKBe of the ground was dtf, 

^Bd Goo ffiko iflUo Noii^ $i;piag^ 

Qo fenh of the erk,dKMi^ and thy mBt^mtM^M^^ 
mi Ay oo&s' wivet mik i(km^ Bciag fiNMi.iri|h1lNp 
4«Gjr]r Mviig ibk^ that if wik t&aa o£allllc8h,ibQili(of 
#MAaiid of cattle^.i^ of every cieepiiiig tt^lMl 
Oieepetfi iqpon the earA, that th^ siay breed ahuor 

theear^b- 

AttAiifoa&wiiilfdn^ aa#^ .popi^ awl biaipiSr 
MidUiioiia^wiveiwithbiBi* Bvefj^heaat^eveigr creeps 
Jug ihi^^ aod oi^eiy fowl* and ifhm$»ret oveep^h" 
iqpoB the earth; after thefe kinds^ went i^rth out of 

tfl^adu. 

AHKOTATIOUS and ftEjtfiCtlONS. 

Noah and hit ftmity muat undoubted^ have had an 
«itire dependanoe on the {romkcte of God, iht they 
^oldd not; ha^« aupperted Uieir Ibtigconifinem^t. It is 
agreeable to wflat weread of Goo^ general dealings with' 
the ffatiiarcbs^. to suppose,, that they wera encouraged 
to tlne^ confidence by a visible tokeni of the Dxyinis 
PftnHENCB;; ai least they must have had an inward as4 
i^arince that; GoA^ temembaped them^ 

Amiraeuloiis- power musteko have been exerted to 
fewent the dl^oonsimiences^ which would have arisen 
fron shqIm^i number of di&n^ent animals being shut up 
together, in ao^ smalls a space» without the b^efit of 
fresh air foir such a length of time* 

As^ God vouohsafed to in&roi mankind by ifbat( 
nseans Ik oeeasioned the deluge be likewise >i:onde«r 
iCMAded to acquaii^tdiem how it was assuage^.^ 

SUa 1AM^iter» tianalated tmdki, in the Hebrew 
4-i.u ^^ >£ lat^uagOi^ 
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language, the tame that it tranihieed qdf&f in the 
count of the creation ; we may therefore understand 
that ihe immediaite power of God produced a motion 
In thi aify which acted upon the waters as at the fii;^t 
dmsion of them, and that out of regard to thd wel&re 
^Noahy and those who were fi^ith hini> both the in* 
erease at^d return of the waters were gradual, wfakA 
pitrvented the ark firom being tossed about so as to en^ 
(Sanger their safety. A^t length the ark rested, but Noah 
tmd his fto&ily seem to have had no impatience to be 
set at Kberly ; fbr we do not find, that they even took 
ft lurfogr ^-Ae earth, till a considerable time after th6 
reitlngof^>ric: wten Noah opened the window and 
•eitt fbrth Ae rarenw 

It is strongly imtdied, that Noah regularly obsenred 
^ SabbathtffiMr we find that he repeatedly aent forth 
tlie dove on the sevenUi day, as if in expectaticHi of 
iO^ extniordinary blessing on that dxj. At length 
Ae retuffked, beaj^^ in her mouth an ^ve ininci, aa 
ft divine ftgoat of p<S4ce and favour. On the succeed* 
ingStthbathshe returned not, but impelled by thai in- 
l^iiftctive power, which guides the feathered race, found 
Ml habitatkn^ M)f herself among the new sprung 
bffiuwhca; 

VMtkMdim, is wt may suppose, by diWttedif^ection^ 
ftaaoved |)ie coverhig of the ark, and had t^ha{^i« 
aess once more to behold dry land. StiU he did not 
attempt to leave the' ait, but waited ftrCk^'scon- 
mandi whidt be^ i^&if he instantly obeyed, and left 
his confinement, fidl^wed by his family and every Mv* 
Jng creature, he had taken in with him, exoqptiQg Ihe 
doveywhich^ aa the hartni^er of peace, wftsaaadetfiv 
first inhabitant of the renovated werkL 

What tnmaporls of dUight amm h«Pe^Wk»thi| 
hearts of this mall rtimaanfrftf biima&*kui4^ jj^hamAfip 



f S9 J 

esme out of the ark, and' beheld again the lieautieg oF 
aature! and how greatly must the different animali 
have enjoyed their restoration to the fields and ptstureSt. 
and odier accommodation^ suited' to their resgect)ye 
natures! 

It is not unnsua! with scoSSrs to maSe-the history 
of the deluge asubject for ridicule. In order to guard 
our mind» from their objections,, we should remember 
that it is a very great absurdity to attempt to explain 
mraculous evenU by natural causes i because on such 
occasions the usual operations of nature are suspended! 
or diverted from their course. The belief of the omni^ 
potence of Gon reconciles all d^culties ; and'on pro* n 
per reflection it will appear as credible^ thatt God* 
should destroy and renew the worid'^as that he should* 
affirst create it. Letiis, then, tura^pdeaf eartothose 
idle specuiatistSy who call in questioit w%t is recorded! 
m the Bock of Trudi^ and corroborated^ by the concur* 
rent testimony orthe most antient traditions; And let. 
us learn, from the relation of God'I^ goodness in pre^ 
iinrtng man and other living creatures, to rely on hi» 
mercy in. the midst of the greatest dtogers that befall 

aOBCTKINX;. 

mS BVERLASXING COVENANT.. t 

FrqmQemoMiff Chag^YvLMndloLk. .1 

AMD Noah boHded am ahar isnto the Lord, andi 
took of every dean beast, and of every. clean.fow},.andi 
aftradrfo«iMoftmg» upon the aftar*. 

And the Load atnoHed a sweet savonr; and sai^. ft 
w9l not again mmi the iproon^^aiiyinarofiyrmanti; 
sake; neithcmnlll smite ai^ymore eveify!ddag.ltving|^ 
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le «arth reHwiaeth, seed tine aad bafeMi^ 
id heat, and Bumoier and winter, wid dqr 
thBll not eeaie. 

» bleased Noah and hit song, and aaid wt» 
ruitful, and multiply, and repleniih tke eattk 
And tbe fear of you, and ttie dread of jtm, abtU be 
upon every beaat of the earth, and 1900 ersiy fowl tf 
tbe air, upon all that moreth upon the earth, and upon 
all the fishea of the lea, into yoUr hand are they deli> 
Mred. 

Every moving thing that livetb shall be maat Ibr yM* 
cfen a* tbe green heHi have I givea you all thii^. 

But flesh with the life there<^, which if the Ua«(t 
4kere<rf', shall you npt eat. 

And sorely your blood of your livei will I revive t 
' at the hand of every beatt will I reqinn it, aad at tha 
band of man; at tha hand of every man'« brotber will 
I require the life of roan. 

WhoiO sheddeth auui'« blood, by man Bhall Us Uaod 
be thed: for in the image of Gov owdehe muv 

And you, be ye fruitfiri; and m«lti^, brii)g fiirth 
I^Nn^autly in the eanh, and multiply therein> 

And God ap^ce unto Koah and tobiiBons withhinii 

And I, brtold I, eataUiih my covenant with yon, and 
irilh your seed afiei yoQ. 

And whh every living creature that is with you of 
At finrl, of the catd^e, and of every bea^t of the eartb 
vM y««t ftom aU that g» out «f the adc, to every beast 
if^tiip earth. 

Andl wiUeatabliAmycMauat wit&yon; neiAtt 
Aidlatt AtA be cM eff asy aiora by the w*ti>rs«f a 
«oodt nakhar iMl tb«f Vf mote bt a £owl M dfr- 



AaA <i^ aaT^ Tbis i$ the lokmoflfie corcmnt 
phicb I scmdc^ between me imd f ou». ai>d every living 
<Qrefttiire that is with you^ fi>r perpes^ual gweratioBf. 
^ I dp ^^'et jay bow m the eli)ud> an4 it shall be for fti 
Ifiusx^ foi m p^veaant between me gnd the e^rtbw 

And iti shall come to |^88^. when I bring a.cloudovee 
Ibe eardi;. ^^t ,ti^ bow shall be seen in the cloud. 

And I wiU remember my covenant which is befew^en^ 
ma wd yoii^ and every living cKcature of all flesh, ani 
Ae ^9t9ca sBall no* more become a flood to destroy alt 

AsbA tlm bow .^hgll be in die cfoad r aod I wHl look 
Mi^it^ jtbiU I m^y remember ^e everlasting covenant 
belwe^m Goo aad every liwmg cxteatore of aE flesh, that 

Ami^tm 60BS of Ko^ that went fostb of the ark were 
Sbem> and Havi|,and Japheth :^ and Ham. is the father 
fCCaaaaiu 

Tbeaa are the three sons 9t Noah :, aact of them was 
Ae whole earth e^cspread^ 

We may judge that it was an essential part of rel!gion> 
to offev sacrifices to the Lord Gon^by Noah's having 
recourse to them immediate^ after he left the Ark; and 
we-may conclude, from the expression The'LoH'bMneUeS 
a mioeet Saxiqmf, which is a figurative mode of speaking, 
that diey wejre acceptab3e» ^ ^ 

When Adam was first created and placed in Cden, he 
1^ several blessings and privileges conferred on him of 
Con ; these were forfeited at the Fall ; but we here 
find these very blessings restored to human-kind in 
Koah and his posterity, Bejruit/itl, and multiply ^ ArC»* 

^ Compart <i«B,i,|8|irHb the pM(Vig9w4ttSfBttdf(aU^ « 
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It 11 itoposiftle to ascertiiii the eicaet state of the eanb 
ftom the Fall to the Flood ; but we liave great reason 
to auppo6e, that it required ttiuch harder labour to cuf- 
tivate it, thaa at present, especially befoire man waa 
.assisted bybeasts. Labour in fhct is no longer a cinM 
iqpon maiddnd in general ; many men are totaHy e x e m p t - 
Cid from it; and those who toil the hardest are not sutM 
jected to it through tbie natural condition of the grottndt 
butfrom other accidtentd circumstances, and are oaualfy 
cased from the worst parts of it by instruments of htto- 
bandry, and the aid of horses, oxen, See, — ^Thoma and 
thistles indeed it still produces, but not in s\ich aba]s«- 
dance as to be a plague : on the contrary, they may now 
be ranked among the blessings of the earth, since they 
add to the beauties of nature, and afibrd delidous ftiod 
fyr birds and beasts; nay, are often the means of re* 
storing health to mankind when employed in medicines,, 
or esBverted into milk, of the ass in particular. The 
case was very different in respect to Adam^ supposing 
bim to have been placed in a part of the earth over-niit 
with these plants. It must banebeen a ireigr laborfoua* 
task to dear the ground from them with hia ownihauds^ 
mily, or the feeble assistance of Eve. 

What the curse actually was, we may with great pro-^ 
bablUty collect from that denounced against Israel when^ 
disobedient, / wiU break the pride of your fovoer $ and I 
wUmake ymir heaven as irtm, and your earth ^s brass: 
stirld your strength shaU be spent in vain : for your land' 
ihaU not yield her increase, neither shall the trees of the. 
land yield their Jruits*. Goo '$ promise of regular sea- 
sona after the flood seems to intimate that they were 
very irregular and ct^used before :f-. We may there- 
fore reasonably conclude, that the state of the earth m^ 

♦ Lev. xxvS. 19, «0. ^ * - 

** f See this subject fuUjf handled in Bishop ^lellscl^oirFh>phc«y. 

heum 
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better aiice Ihe ddvge Hbeaa it «vtt b«M!»; ef ttii, il 
least, we may be certi&y that CroB has been faithM 
to his promise, which he made to Nosh/ ftv thoii|^ 
floods and famines have been o^SMovaHy sent as judg- 
anentson wicked nations, they hAte n0f^ hem genera^ 
eo'as to cut off every Ihring thing from tiie fiioe of Ibe 
catth* 

In addition to the privileges hestowed tipon Adaas^ 
mbikind had now that of eating 4lesh, with this vestries 
tion, that they should take care that every creature wai 
totally dead, before they began dreanng it for food. ^ 
' It is remarked that those beasts, Which feed on ^ring 
creatures, are particularly fierce; a(nd it is likely» that 
the same pracdce would render man ftrocious. Tb^ 
w» a time when the lion, the wolf, and the tyger,'«s^ 
grau wth the ojc^** How sanguinary are they now! 
We may therefore consider it as an instance of Divine 
mercy to us, that man was forbidden to foast biaMeif 
with the blood of those animals be was pemiitled to 
kill. ' 

A positive command was at tiia time given agaloN 
murder, and a law established for the puniskm^it «f 
that dreadful crime* This law is i^p^eeaMe to righl 
reason, and is still in force in all civilized nations. 

Though <jOd permitted mankind to kitt animals fo# 
Ibod, he did not give them a licence to be chid, oir 
leave them at liberty to extirpate any entire species i 
en the contrary, the Almighty took in every dass'of 
living creatures when He made die covenant, whidi it 
recorded in this section f , in order to convince Noahy 
and ftll generations, that the mercy of the Lord is oeer 

* And Oo> mMb to eut^f heaU of the earth I have given every 
gKcn bcffk for meat* See Section i. 

t See Dr. Pnmitt^t DincrtatSon on the Botjr of M^rcj, aad 
Siaef CraeHytsBwHs Aniaiili 

$0. 
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jtf ihecaltli^ and 0f eyegr beait ef the eacth,, is as oiuch 

jn its ViBJl the oUegt ^ his pive ee maow 

^t has bte»^» ^lettiofr wbetherllie sambew waaseeiK 
jkffiNtt Ae. iooiU Moafi Ulelj, it wa%but na object in^ 
aatttre oo^Ui he sapeopec fora ToA#» ^/A^ Po«nMii2^ 
which Geo made at tliia tuQe, beeause it is the effect ef 
j^^msA its igpeaimira is a eectaio siga that sain doea- 
Ml fidiat tha^ linir an-evei^ pact of the world ; there* 
fiwe we eaaiiet weader that Diviae wisdon shedd se^ 
kct it finr this pinfose. 

Froia Ais sectimi^ w^ leani9.that it iisan aeeeptahle- 
net i^ the ngbt (^ 6od^ to- retwa pubHc thanksguringf 
ffiit extraevdinary delivevances. 
> We alsoleam. to adore the Supbsm* BtiN4» for hia> 
aaercy and goodness in proDoimcm^ acklessing on the 
earth, whesebjr we oanelves ei^oy such invaluable be- 
nefits) aad which are entailed on our latest posterity*. 
. We are likewise admonished torbe thankful to 6o» 
&r restraining mankind, by a Divine law, from killing 
•acll^otller».and for giving us dominion over die brute 
eaeation^ aad ia^antii^ in their natore such a fear 
and dsead of man, as render those beasts subservient to- 
many useful purposes,, who, from their, make, are able^ 
1^ vanquish and destroy us. But we should nevec for- 
get, that beasts are of consequence enough- to be takeSi 
into covenant mth Goo,.mKl are therefore entitled to^ 
#at regard ;. and so &r from inflicting, wanton crudties' 
•n them, we should make it oar study to render theiR 
Ivf es as coaafertable as possible. 
' Let us then imprint on our. minds the £v£ftLASTiNO< 
CoTaNAMT,,that Mhenever the Token of it appears ini 
the clouds, we may recollect it with gratitude as it re- 
kM^s^o mankindjn gpneral, and to ourselves in particu* 

k»Vi^ver forgetting th^XJSod'imiUiif. u^0^fUMf wtrksp. 
- ' ' and^ 
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uhi Am it is our (luty^to b« mercifU to At tttmoflt of 
t>ur power, for mam was inade in i\e image of God* 

By Uie conclusion of this section wm diW h ^1^ ^^^^ 
Individual of the millions of human beingi who now 
overspread the earth, originally descended flroni one of 
other of tfao 0OB8 of Noah. ' 

SECTION Xt. 

hoar's DSAtH. 

From Genesis^ Chap, ix* 

And Noah began to be an huri>andinatfy and ho 
•planted a vineyard* And he drank of the wine, and 
jras drunkmi, and he was uncovered within his tent. 
. Ani tbm ihB Ather of* Canaan^ saw his uncovend 
ttHy^^ and told his two brethi«n without. And Shen^ 
•ad Japheth took^i gamcAt, apd Jaid It upon both their 
shoulders, and went backward, and covered their fiip 
titer } and their fiice4 were backward. 

AjtA Noah avkdie from his wine, and knew what hif 
3P«mngor son had done unt« him* 

AbA he said* Cursed bo Canatn; a servant of ser- 
wi&ti ihall ha be «nto his brethren. 

Jund be said,. Biesaed be the X^osn Gon of Shem. 
•nd Cftoaan shall be hia servant. 
' 6oi> abailiSfilai^ Japheth, and he shall dweD in the 
mtsof iSuna; and Canaan shidl be his servants 

And Noah lived after the doQd three hundred and' 
§Ay jtmeu* And all the days of Noah wero sine hun;^ 
fhred^nd fifty ytara: and he ^Ued* 

AKNOTATIONS AMI REFLECTIONS. 

As Noah w«s the first who planted a vinegrard, and 
made wine, it it highly probable that be might bo 
overcome bgr die UfnoTf brfore htloimf or was fuUj^ 
Miprisod oC id IttdEttiiiCiiur aiiality« 
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roungest aon was inexcusable ; 
line ta expoBe and ridicule the 
id duty requirei children to d* 
i_eT to conceal from the obser- 
luitieB of those, to whom they 
■re 10 much indebted. 

No wonder that Noah waa otended ; but we are nol 
to regard the curse he denounced ogaintt Ham, or the 
blesiinga he pronounced on Shem and Japbetli, aa tlie 
resuh of Ilia own wishes. His words are evidenttj 
vrophelici and related to ihe/itutertfiraof hissons, (and 
have been amply fulfilled, as is shewn in the course at 
this history) but it is likely, that Noah might be vd. 
apfa«d to otter theae fre£ctioi», tt diis tiMe in pttt^ 
cular, as a ptnuriiment from tb« Imkd to one mm tat 
disobedience, and as a reward to the odiera fbr theft 
filial [toy. It certainly must have been a gieat morti' 
ficMion to Ham, to know that his daBcendasts vooU 
be slaves ; it waa an immediate degradatioti of himsdft 
because it lessened his conaeijueBce in the waAA. ia^ 
{dieth on the odier hand, was proportieoably exalted ; 
and doubtless had pvat pleaRnre in bearing that !)■ 
oaring would be so prosperoot; What must hare 
been the happiness of Shero, when he ftuad that the 
LoiD was, in a peculiar raasner, to be Am G«> I The 
event has shewn, that this part of Noah's ptadfetiM 
referred to the pnmted letd ijf the xnomam / and it is 
supposed that, as Noah was hmr to the rigtHmtwet 
vAick iihyfatih, he washoBCMred. wifh the [niTilcga 
ef tra^tmUii)^ the inheritance of tha t|uritual, u| wail 
as the temporal blessings, which were promised to the 
human race, idl of whom were to proceed fiom bis 
•ons. 

Noah hiad ' lived to see the temporal curae remored 
ftotn tiie earth ( and jn the dinne revdttioB nadtW 
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him m this prediction, he had hopes givea him tha| 
there would be a final deliverance from it*. 

Noah 9eeni8 to have been blessed with long life, as a 
reward for his fidelity to God. We do not read.of aay 
man after him that lived to %o great an age. The fiobd , 
happened 1 656 years after the creatieu of the worl4f 
and 2349 years before the birth of Christ. The space 
of time from the creation, to the flood is called the firiEit 
a^ of the world. From Noah's example, mankind are 
warBe4 to avoid indulging themselves to excess in 
drinking strong liquors ; for none can tell what sins or 
foDies tbey may commit, when they deprive themselvet- 
of the use of then: reason. 

' JU we shall have frequent occasion to speak of pro* 
fHeciefl, it is necessary, before we proceed any farther, 
to explain what prophecy is. 

The great Creatok knows all things, past, presents 
&nd to come; and is able to make known to his cre»» 
tores whatsoever he pteases. Tliat mankind might know 
t^ery thing which was necessary to encourage them to 
do their duly, and trust in Him, God revealed to thera» 
H di£kr^t times, a number of events, which were ta 
hi^pen at distant periods. 

There is in the Bible what may justly be stiled.a 
chain offraphec^reiatmg to the SAvioya ofthetoorld; 
the first of these was spoken by the Lord Himself, and 
has been already noticed, viz. That by which Adam and 
£ve were comforted after the fall f , Hie seed of the wo» 
SHM sftotf bruise the eeifemi^s heiiA This served to con* 
y^ to our $f«lparei^ a genend iMpeand expectatioii 
^ pardon and restoration, and kept them from despair, 
by aSsrding grounds for trust and confidence in God, 
without which religion cannot be supported ia ibf 
world. In this prophecy, all the sons of Adam have an 
iat^resC, and ''to this the adminxBtvaUons of Providence 

^ See Bisiiop Slierkck on Frapbecj. t See Section iii. 

hai% 
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hare in an ages had a relation, and will have, l3l a# 
end of an things brings with it the appointed time fiv 
its fun aecomplbhment. 

To this'prophecy, God's promise to Noah of estabKib- 
ing His coTenant with him evidently referred*. 

But the Lord did not always declare his predictioas 
Ifimself ; He appointed an order of men to be His iih 
struments, who successively delivered many propheciei^ 
These persons were divinely inspired, and spake not die 
Actates of their own reason, but the very words whlcb 
God's Holi/ Spirit suggested. Lamech, the father «f 
)^oab, is supposed to have been under this Divine infla* 
ence, when he predicted that his son would be a comfoct 
to the world in respect to the curse which was, at the m 
of man, laid on the ground ; he therefore was a proptict; 
'and Noah was a prophet when he cursed Ham^ adS 
blessed Shem and Japheth. The itnport of his pro- 
phecy has b^en already pointed out. The use and intent 
of prophecy seems to have been, to keep up a constant 
expectation of tho coming of a Kedeenoer, and to serre 
as an evidence of him, when he should come upon eartli* 

In the course of this history, it will appear that there 
were two kinds of prophecies, which may be distm* 
fished into local and general i the former related to the 
temporal concerns of particular persons or nations; the 
latter respected the spiritual 6onceroa of all tnankindt 
The completion of the first was an earnest of th^ Mr 
complishment of the other. 

SSCtlON KtL 

Aki> the whole earth was of one language, and X 
we speech. Anditcametopassastheyjournq^fii^ 

* 8e« Biitop Sb«rlo«k «n Ptffghteg^ 
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^ tM^ that Ibej found a plain in the land of Shinar ^ 
ipd they dwelt there. 

And they said one to another. Go to, let us make 
brick» and burn them thoroughly. And they had brick 
fyt itone, an4 slime had they for mortar. . 
^ And they said. Go to» let us build us a city and a. 
tQwer, whose top may reach unto heaven ; and let us. 
make us a name, lest we be scattered abroad upon the 
ftce of che whole earth. 

And the Lord came down to see the city and the 
tower which the children of men builded. And the 
Lord said, Behold, the people is one, and they have all 
^ one language ; and this they begin to do : and now 
nothing will be restrained firom them, which they havOf 
imagined to do. 

Go to^ let us go down, and there confound their, 
bnguage, that they may not understand one another's^ 
9eech» 

to the Lard scat^red them abroad from thence upoa 
die face of all the earth, and they left off to build the. 
citjr. 

Therefore is the name of it called Babet» because the 
I4KD did there confound the language of all the earth: 
*dfroa thence did the Lord scatter tbem abroad 
%^ the &ce of the wh<de earth. 

ANNOTATIONS ani^ REFLECTH>NS. 

It is evident from this section, that many of the hu 
Inbitants of the earth bad thrown off their confidence 
b the Lo R D, «nd trusted in their own wisdom and skil^ * 
^ there is great reason Co believe that the descendanta 
<^Ham had departed from the true Religion^ and *wor« 
^Ppeftlhe Sun, to whom as a Deity, or at least as the 
Inmge ^Godf the Tower of Babel was to be dedicated 
^ U8^ as a temple or place of worship. Nimrod, 

who 
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: who wu the grBndson of Ham, wu at the head of thia 
MfOBtasy. 

Aa mankind multiplied th« same part of the world 
could not have contained them oil, and we learo from 
■ome text! of Scripture, that the Lord hod portioned 
out the earth for the habitation of nations jet mibonu 
Hiii, H we may judge by analogy, from wl^t was done 
in respect to the Israelites afterwards, was probably 
Made known to Noab, who ai a prophet, was to inform 
kit descendants who were (• be the heads of those 
nations, where their respective portions lay, wiiich we 
may conceive they were to take possession of at the 
tune appointed by the Lord, the journeying therefore 
uendoned at the beginning of this lesson, wag most 
Ukfly undertaken by divine command ; but some of the 
emigrants proposed to stop at the plain of Shinar, in- 
Head of going to their allotted country, and there fix 
their habitation , These, as we said before, were of tHe 
ntce of Ham, for we read that Nimrod set i^) a king-' 
dem at Babel ; and it was to frustrate the scheme which 
he and his followers had formed (to build a tower that 
Aould reach onto heaven) that the Loas descended' 
to confound their lan[;uagh, and not that of the re- 
bels and apostates only, but of all the rest of mankind, 
in such a manner that the different nations sliould have 
difibrent languages ; but it is supposed that in all them 
there nata great affinity to the original langnagej which 



^)qp«r8te, than ^eir not being abl^ to understand piherMf 
or to make themselves understood. It was natural l^t 
those, who could converse with each other, should wish 
10 live together, and accordingly depart together to the 
places of their respective allotments : thus were different 
nations founded, and in process of time the whole earth 
was overspread with the descendants of the three spns 
of Noah. The Patriarch with the race of Shem, are 
supposed to have continued in the East, and to haye 
retained their original language, and also to have kept 
up the true religion; but the other* nations became 
niore or less corrupted. 

The dispersion at the tower of Babel is supposed to 
have happened in the fourth generation from Shem; 
fiMr it is said in Scripture, that in the day$ ofPtleg (who 
hi the genealogy holds that place) ihe earth vhu divided. 

Nothing could more effectually awaken mankind to 
M aense of God's power and their own iireakness, than 
the astonishing miracle here recorded. It was like- 
wise calculated to teach those who should conre after 
diem, that schemes of ambition and presumption may 
be frustrated in a moment of time. Let us, then, car^- 
fuDv guard our minds against pride and impiety, and 
waft humbly with our God. * 

. SECTION xin. . 

TAB GfiNBALOGY OF 8«ir>r. 

From Genesis, Ckap.xu ' 
' ^Brsm was an hundred years old, when he had An- 
raxxAD two years after the 'flood, and he lived after- 
wards £ve hundred j'ears,' and had sons and daughters. 
ARraAXAD lived diirty and five years and had 
I^aXah, after lirtiich he lived seven hundred and three 
y^s, and had sons and daughters. 

Salab lived thir^ years, and had Eber; after 

which 



which lie lived four hundred and t^reQ jrei^r^^aji^^ 
sons and daughtenu 

£b£R lived thirty find four years, and ha4 FJSLf Of 
afler which he lived four hundred and thirty jfear8,,and 
had sons and daughters. 

PfLEG lived thirty years, and had Raw, after whicb 
he lived two hundred and nine year^, and bad 9on^an<j^ 
daugjiters. ^ 

Reu lived thirty and two years, and had Seaug^ after 
which he lived two hundred and seven years, and had 
sons and daughters. ^ 

Sbrug lived thirtyyears,andhad Nahor, after wUch 
he lived two hundred years, and had sons and daughters^ 

Nahor lived twenty and nine years, and had TsRAif^ . 
after which he lived an hundred and nineteen years^ and 
bad sons and daughters. 

Terah lived seventy years, and had three coaii 
Abram, Nahor, and Haran. 

Haran died before his father in the land of hia nati* 
vjty, in Ur of the Chaldees ; and left a son named Lot* 

And Abram and Nahor took them wives; {be mm 
^ Abram'8 wife was Sarai. She had no chSdren* 

The name of Nahor's wife was Milcah ; she was Ae 
jbmgbter of Hac^n* And Terah took Abram bis sob, 
•ad Lot the sotf^ of Haran, bis son's son, and Sand Ui 
daeg^ter^in-Iawy Abram's wift, and thqr went ftffth 
witii bim from Ur of the Cbaldees, to go mto the Iao< 
^Canaan: and theycameunto^Haran, and dwelt tbtfe* 

And the days of Haran were two hundred and five 
yeiirss and he died in Haram 

ANNOTATIONS aud REFLECTIONS. 

This genealogy is preserved in order to shew thai, 
Abram descended in a direct line from Sbem, the aon 
. ef Adam and Eve, and to prove afterwards that die 
Messiah deicended from Sbem. 

9 SECTION 
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SOECTION XIV. 

tBt inSTORT OF ABRAM. GOd's PROMtai. 

From Genesis^ Chap, xii. 

Now the Ldab had laid unto Abram, (jet thee out 
of thy com^) and from t^ jdhdred, and from thy 
Siller's hbose, usto a land t\mi I will shew thee. 

And I wMl nfake of thee a great nation, and I will 
Utts thee, and mahe ^ty name great ; and thou shaft 
faeableMing* 

And I will bless them that bless thee, mid curse him 
tUt corseUi thee: and in l^ee shall all Uie -families of 
the earth be blessed. . 

So Abram departed, as the Lord had spoken unto 
hfai ; and Lot went with him : and Abram was seventy 
ttid ive years old when he departed out of Haran. 

And Abram took Sarai his wife, and Lot his brother*s 
son, and all their substance they had gathered, and the 
Kfols that th^ had gotten in Haran ; and they went^ 
forth to ^ into the land of Canaan, and into the land 
of Canaan they came. 

And Abram passed through the land unto tiie place 
of Sichem, unto the plain of Moreb. And the Ca* 
Rttnite was then in the land. 

And the Loud appeared unto Abram, and-said. 
Unto thy seed will I give this land; and there build(^d 
he an altar unto the Lord, who app^^d unto hun. 

^nd he removed from thence unto a moi|ntain on thj^^ 
^ of Bethel, and pitched his tent, having Bethel on the 
west,, and Hai on the east ; and there he builded an altar 
vnto the Lord, and called upon the name 6f the Lorih 

And Abram journeyed,' going on still towards the 

« *< 

And there was a famine in the land;,ahd Abram 

^vent down into Egypt to sojourn there ; for the famfaifi^ 

was grievous in the land. - ^ h 

fii.,1. E ANNO. 
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ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS* • 
It b likely that| after the dispersion of maniuBd at the 
Tower of Babel, the Lou d» as a pumshoient for their not 
humbling themselves, withdrew His visidle presence s for 
we do not read of his appearing on earth again, ^ 
some generations afterwards ; however, the knowledge 
of the truereligioncould not have been lost to the world, 
if people had been intent on serving Him in an accept 
able manner ; but it is conjectured, that the greatest part 
of the nations, into which the world was divided, instead 
of keeping to the religion of Noah, gradually fdl into 
idolatry, some entirely neglecting the worship of the 
true God, and fancying a plurality of Gods; others cor- 
rupting the worship of Him, by practices of their owb 
invention, such as still subsist in the eastern countries* 
God was pleased to suffer these abominations to pre- 
vail for a time, perhaps to give occasion for shewing the 
pecessity for Divine revelation, and for displaying His 
wisdom and goodness, of which we should not have had 
such striking instances, if his power had immediately 
destroyed false worshippers : God, however, resolved to 
manifest Himself to the world, that all men might know, 
when they saw His mighty acts, that .He is the only 
God ; for this purpose. He determined to raise up a pe- 
culiar people, amongst whom he would maintain His 
honour, and keep up the expectation of the promised 

Saviovr* 

Leaving, then, the idolatrous nations to follow their 
wicked abominations for a season, the Lord God ap. 
peared to Abram, and promised that, if he would obey 
His voice. He would make df him a great nation, and 
that in his seed all the nations of the earth should be 
blessed; which last words we understand to niean, thai 
from Abram, should descend, at the appointed time, 
the Saviour of the world. 

This 
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This prdmise, which we may consider as the beginr 
■ing of a new pemd of prophecy, was tvDo-Jold^ relating 
fiist to a temporal bkssing, to be bestowed on Abram's 
descendants ; and secondly, to a general blessings to be 
eonreyed through them to all the other nations of the 
eardi. 

Abrma, without the l^st herniation, imme^Katelyleft 
his natire home, journeying from [dace to place ; and 
bailt an altar to the Lord, wherever he took up hi| 
abode, that he might ^y express his faith, by offering 
tbe sacrifices ordained by the Lord; and from this 
time he devoted himself entirely to the Lord God. 

(jod's calling Abram, in die manner here related, is 
to be considered as an instance of His Jree grace orjd^ 
"mt to mankind. We do not read that Abraoi had 
sny daim to this distioction ; but God knew that he 
would be fkithful, and set a worthy example to the 
world: and the Scriptures teach us to regard Abram as 
apattem of faith and obedience. In the first instance, 
he 4s exhibited to us as ready to follow the light of Di- 
vine reedoiton^ No sooner did the Lord God appear 
to him, and require him to leave his native country, 
tban he obeyed, and went out, not knowing the place 
of his destination*.— -His ultimate hopes wei^ie fixed on 
ft city, an eternal one, whose builder and maker is 
^Df ; and therefore he was not anxious about the 
coacems of this fluctuating wV>rld. 

it is supposed that Terah left Ur, because the people 
o^Xlhaldea were such idolaters,asentirdy to neglect the 
worship of the true God, who was still adored by most 
nations of the earth, though instead of honouring the 
^i^D, they made to themsdves images or represenUi'* 
^ions of the Deity, according to their own imagination* i 
As Abram was no nGiore than seventy -five years Qld» 

* Se« Ileb. jri. S, 9. t Ibid. 10. ^ ^' 

» 2 whet 
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when h^ lefl Haran^ Sarai, who was the daughter of 

his joungest brother^ must have beeif a young womai. 

At the latter part of tl^ chapter from whende ^ 

' section is taken, it is related, that Abram, being fearM 
that seme of the Egyptians would be enamoured with 
his wife's beauty, and kill him in order to obtain lier, 
desired Sarai to say slie was his sister. Sarai obeyed 
ham; in oonsecpienoe of this, Pharaoh, king of Egjpt, 
took her to his house, intending to make h^r his mkj 
and the Loud sent plagues upon him and his faimly; 

:but as soon as Abimelech knew that Sarai was Abram'i 
wife, he returned her to her husband, and cfomiflsed 
themi from Eg3rpt. 

By* what means the Lord directed Abram to Cs- 
luuutitf not related; but we may conjecture, with great 
]^obabiHty, that the patriarch was guided by some vi- 
sible token of the Di^ne presence, as his descendants 
were afterwards 

We find that Abram, after the Loud had called Bia, 
fbllowed the religion of Noah ; built altars to the LoSD) 
aeknow^ledged Him to be Ood, and ofiered sacrifices to 
Him alone. The calling of Abram may be considered 

' AS ti kindness to the posterity of Shem, to #hom the 
Lord had p)*om(sed, by Noah, to be a Goo, in a pecu- 
liar manner *. 

Christians are taught, by the example of Abram, to 
direct their hopes to th6 same heavenly country as he 
^Kd; but without the aid of Dtrine revelation they 

- eonnot find the way to it. Happily ft>r us, the S(mc 
Lord, who was a guide to Abram, is ready 'to be our 
guide also. Tlfe Lord must not indeed be expected 

•to appear to us as he did to Abram, nor is there occa- 
gion for Hhn to do so, because those purposes of Dl- 
^e providence, for which the Lord so particularljr 

* See Section xi. 

directed 
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direoted dus good patnarcb^ hare been completed | and 
the way to the heavenly, country is exactly described in 
His noriiienrtxH^d ; let ua therefore study it with the 
utmost attention^ and pay a ready obedience to those 
Divine commands which it contains, not suffering our . 
worldly interest to attach us too strongly to the con- 
cerns of this transitory life. 

SECTION XV. 

THE HISTORY OF ABRAM CONTINUED, GOn's PROMISE^^ 

AGAFN RENEWED. 

From Genesisy Chap. xiii. 

And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his wife, 
dnd all that he had, and Lot with hhn, into the south. 
And Abram was very rich in cattle, in i^ilver, and in 
gold. 

And he went oh his joumies from the south, even to ' 
Beth-el, unto the place where his tent had been at the 
beginning, between Beth-el and Hai, unto the place of 
the altar, which he had made there at the first : and 
there Abram called on the name of the Loi^D. 

And Lot. also, which went with Abram, had flocks 
Aod herds, and tents. And the land was not sible to 
hear them, that they might dwell together : for their 
substance was great, so that they could not dwell to- 
gether. 

And there was a strife between the herdmen of 
Abtam*s cattle, and the herdmen of Lot's cattle: and 
the Canaanite and the Pcrizzite dwelled then in the 

land. ^ 

And Abram said unto Lot, Let thefe be no strife, I 
P^ay thee, between me and thee, and between my 
herdmen and th^ herdmen : fbr we be brethren. 

^8 not the wholeiknd before thee? Separate thys^f, 
1 pray thee, from me : if thou wilt take to the left hand, 

s 9 then . 
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then I will go to the rtght ; or if thou dqmrt to 
ti^t hand, then I will go to the lefti 

And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the pis 
of Jordan, that it was well watered every where, before 
the Lord destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah, even as the 
garden of the Lord, like the land of Egypt, as thou 
comest unto Zoar. 

Then Lot chose him all the plain of Jordan ; and Lot 
journeyed east : and tliey separated themselves the pom 
from the other. 

Abram dwelled in the land of Canaan, and Lot dwell- 
ed in the cities of the plain, and pitched hit tent towardt 
Sodom* 

But the men of Sodom were wloked, and sinners be- 
fore the Lord exceedingly. 

And the Lord said uhto Abram after that Lot was 
separated from him. Lift up now thine eyes, and look 
from the place where thou art, northward, and south- 
ward, and eastward, and westward* a 

For all the land which thou seest, to thee will I givo 
it,, and to t|iy seed for ever. 

And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth ; 
0O':that if a man can number the dust of the earth, then 
shall thy seed also be numbered : 

Arise, walk through the land in the lengtb/Of it^and 
in the breadth. of it: for I will give it unto thee. 

AIJNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS* 

* . ^ • . ' 

i.. The inhabitants of Canaan were not imm^djfit^ 
driven ftway to i^ake room for Abram ; but from this 
time he had a right to consider the land as the |n})eri« 
tance of his posterity : however, he was cpnt^i^t^d with 
such a portion of it, as was sufficiept f^c, ^' roaint^ 
■nance of himself and bis depeii4attt8 ; b\tt it wasy with- 

«' ^ out 
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iMt deubt^ very comfbrtable to him to receive»froinr the 
Supreme Goveriior of tbe iroiid, a grant of country 
luffioierit for ithe suatenaBoe of the numerous posterity 
which wtm pro^dised to him, • 

From this ^rt of Abram's kistory^ we should kam 
to pay regard to religion, wherever we go : to be kiod 
and obliging to relations, and to place a firm trust and 
confidence in the promises of God. The friendly and 
coorteou? behaviouF of Abram to Lot, is highly worthy 
of imitation, as it was calculated to promote peace and 
harmony, which are too often destroyed by the disputes, 
of relations, and disagreements among their servants*. 

SECTION XVI. 

ilBRAM'S COVENANT WITIf ABIMELEC^. 

From Geneutt Chap. xx. 

And Alnram journeyed from thence toward the toutk 
tooatry, and dwelled between Kadesb and Shur, and 
Mjoomed in Gerar. And Abram said of Sarah his 
wife, she is my sister : and Abimelech king of Gerar 
8«iit and took Sarah. 

But God came to Abimelech in a dream by night,, 
and said to him, Beh(^, thou art but a dead man, for 
the woman which thou hast taken : for she is a man's^ 
wife. And Abimelech said. Lord, wilt thou slay also 
a righteous nation ? 

Said he not unto me, She is my sister ? and she, eveik 
8be herself said, He is n^ brother I In the integrity of 
^1 heart, and innoeeocy of my hands, have I done 

And God said unto him inadream, Yto, Iknow that 
Aou didst this hi the integrity of thy heart; for I ais# 
Withheld tbee from sinftin]^ against me^ 

Kaw, therefore^ restore tbe man his wi£e ; for he is a 

s 4 pdphet. 



propbet, and he shall pray for thee, and thou shalt live, 
and if thou restore her not, know thou that thou shalt 
ifciirely die, thou, and all that are thine- 

Therefore Abimelech rose early in the noming, and 
called all his servams, and told all these things in their 
ears : and the roea were sore afraid. 

Then Abimeledi called Abram and said unto him, 
What hast thou done unto us ? and in what have I of- 
fended thee, that thou hast brought on me, and on mj 
kingdom, a great sin ? thou hast done deeds unto me 
that ought not to be done. 

And AWmelech said unto Abram, What sawest thou, 
that thou hast done this thing? And Abram said, Be- 
cause I thought. Surely Uie fear of God is not in thii 
place ; and they will slay me for my wife's sake. 

And yet indeed she is my sister : she is the daughter 
of my father, but not |fae daughter of my mother ; and 
' she became my wife^ 

And it caiue to past, when Goo caused me to wah* 
der from my father's house, that I said unto her. This 
is thy kindness which thou shalt shew unto me ; at 
every place whither we shall come, say of me, He is taj 
biother. 

And Abimelech took sheep, and oxen, and men-ser- 
vants, and women servants, and gave them untd Abram, 
ahdre8t<Mred him Sarah his wife. And Abimeledi sokI, 
Behold, my land is before thee i dwell where it pleas^A 

thee. 

And unto Sarah he said. Behold, I have given thy 
brother a thousand pieces of silver ; behold he is to died 
a cdvering of the eyes unto all that are with thee, and 
with all other : thus she was reproved. 

So Abram prayed unto the Lord for Abimelech and 
his wife, and his servaMs ; and the Lord heard him. 

Apd it came to pas^ at that time, that Abimeleoh, and 

Phlchol 
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Pliicholthe chief edpt&m of his host, spakeunto Abnmi; 
saying, God is with thee in all that diou doest 

howy therefore, swear unto me here by Ood, diM 
fhou Wik not deal falsely with me, hor ^th itiy son, 
nor with my son'd son : but according to the kindiieaS 
that I have done unto thee thou shalt do unto me, and 
to the land wherein thou hast sojaumed. 

And Abram said, I will swear. And Abram re{»rpved 
Abimdech because of a well of water, which Abime- 
fech's servants had violently taken away. 

And Abimelech said, I wot not who hath done. this 
thing ; neither didst thou tell me, neither yet heard I 
of it but to-day. And Abram took sheep and oxen, 
and gaVe them unto Abimelech : and both of them 
made a covenant. And Abram set seven ewe-Iambs of 
the flock by themselves. 

And Abimelech said unto Abram, What mean these 
seven ewe-lambs which thou hast set by themselves? 
(And he said, fisr these seven ewe lambs shalt thou take 
of my hand, that they may be a witness unto me that t 
have digged this well. 

Wherefore he called that place Beer sheba, because 
there they sware both of them. Thus they made a Oo- 
tenant at Beer sheba ; and Abram planted a grove in 
Beer sheba, and, called there on the name of the Lord, 
t&^ ;j^erlasting God. And Abram sojourned in the 
lliilistines land many days. 

Then Abranl removed his tent, and came and dwelt 
& the plain of Mamre, which is in Hebron, and built 

Aerean altar unto the Lord* 

' . » ■ 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The events which ^re here related, seem to belong'to 
^ early p»rt of Abram's hntdry ; but it is impossible to' 

E 5 ascertain 
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' aftcertain th^ir exact period r nor is it of material con8e« 
quence to do sOy (as our present business is not with the 
c^rono^^ybut thepractical instruction of the Old Testa, 
ment) ^or many reasons might be produced to shew, 
that in the Bible they are not related in their natural 
order. Perhaps the sacred historian might have some 
motive respecting the Jews, for this arrangement ; but 
there can no ill consequences ensue to Christians from 
transpositions of this nature ; and, therefore, we will 
consider tliese circumstances as happening while Abram 
and Sarai were young. The Philistines were a people 
originally descended from Misraim, the son of Ham. 

It is evident that Abimekch was on the whole a 
pious man, for he feared the Lord, and abhorred the 
crime of adultery, so that he would not take away an- 
other man's wife ; though, according to a wicked cus- 
tom, which prevailed in the world at that time, he did 
, not scruple to have a plurality of wives. 

It also appears that the Loiyo did not limit Divine 
revelation to Abram only ; for botb Pharaoh and Ahi. 
^ melech were acquainted b^ means of H^tbat they were 
in danger of coiiimitting a tr«ipass, tbsct would, accord- 
ing to the dispensation they lived under, bring heavy 
judgments on their kingdoms. 

We may further infer from this section, that the 
grm:e of Gqd was not yet withdrawn from all the na* 
tiona of the earth, for Abimelech was prevented by it 
from perpetrating a crime, which he would otherwise 
have committed. The method of Divine grace is like- 
wise explained. God did not lay an absolute restraint 
on the toiU of Abimeloch, but represented to fum tbtf 
•infulness of the action, and the punishmiBt that would 
follow the commission of it. } 

By Airam^s being appointed to pray for Abimelech^ 
we may understand^ that the patriarch had been made 

k;9[uamted 
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tcquaioted with the pure xnonhip of God, and knew 
how to address Him without those superstitious rites, 
which it is more than probable the Philistines used at 
that time. 

Abimelech's expostuJation with Abram had great, 
justice in it; and Abram's apology was by no means a 
good one ; but as we do not find that he practised this 
kind of deception afterwards, we may conclude^, he was. 
convinced that he had acted upon false principles. 

The rebuke which Abimelech gave to Sarai,^^ inti- 
mates that shemade a greater display of her beauty than 
was proper for a married woman. The sum he pre-^ 
sented her with^ to buy a veil, amounted to about S^U 
ofourmoney* The covenant which. Abram entered 
itoto with this king, is farther proof that Abimelech 
was a pious man, which justifies Abram for making an 
alliaMce with him. His giving him a consideration fo]^ 
the well intimates, that God had not given the grant 
of the land ef the Philistines to Abram as an inherit-^ ' 
ance* 

The grove which Abram planted, was^ to senoe thcs* 
purpose of a temple or place of public worship ; here,, 
in aU probability the gdod patriarch assembled his fa-^ 
Bnly,to pay adoration to thel^oRP, the EvERLASTiNa 
God. Afterwards, when tho Tabernacle was made,, 
grove worship was forbidden, for it had been great^ 
fibused h-y idolaters* The efficacy ot Divine revelatioA- 
>n Abimelech 's case, should lead all, who are tempted 
^ Comnrit the crime of adultery, to the same source; 

If the crimes of Slings are likely to bring puhisbmentier 
•a their subjects, those who have a virtuous Sovereigoy 
«fe bound in policy^ as well as duty'y to pray for the con^ 
tinuance of his lite ; and if adultery la among those vice» 
which bring national judgments on'a guilty land; evbry 
^ject Aodd aS^dld Ibe'pr^t2c^ of it : ao(d thofie^WlJb. 
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have actuaby ddminttted it, must seek for pardon 
through a Mediator f for they can obtain pardon and 
grace no other way. 

Evasionsapproach so near to falsehood, that they must 
be displeasing to a God of perfect truth ; and yve may 
understand from the dangers and difficulties to which 
they exposed Abram and his wife, that the incidents 
relating to his behaviour in Egypt and Philistia, are re- 
corded as xvamingSi not as examples to the world. 

Before w^ proceed, it will be proper to observe, that 
sacred history sets" before us the faults and failings, as 
well as the virtues of particular people. That part of 
eachperson's character of which they are chiefly worthy 
of imitation, is plainly pointed out, and their general 
behaiviour described in such a manner, that we maj 
easily form a judgment of the propriety and impro- 
priety of their conduct. Divine revelation does not per- 
form the office of human reason^ but kindly assists it in 
niatters beyond the reach of its powers; therefore, 
whenever the scriptures do not pass that censure upon 
the bad actions of those whose history it relates, which 
they appear to deserve, it is because the Spirit ofGoi> 
does nothing unnecessarily. 

SECTION XVli. 

ABRAM IlESCUES LOT, AND PATS TITHES TO 

M£LCH1SEDEK. 

From Genesis, Chap* xivr 

And there was war between Chedorlaomer, king of 
£Iam> and big confedenules, and Bera, king of Sodotn, 
and his confederates* 

And the vale of SicUlimL was full of ^ime pits; and 
the kings of Sodom and Gomorrah fled, and fell there; 
and they thftt remaiittd fled to the mountains. 

And 
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And they took aH the goods oftSodOtti aQdjSontovra&y 
and aH their victuals, and went their way. ' And they 
took Lot, Abram's brother's son (who dwelt in Sodom) 
and his goods, and departed. 

And there came one that had escaped^, aiid UAi 
Abram the Hebrew ; for he dwelt in the plain of Maitare 
the Amorite; brother of Eshcol, and brother of Aner : 
and these were confederate with Abram. 

Aiiid when Abram heard that his brother was taken 
captive, he armed his trained servants, born in his own 
house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them 
unto Dan. 

And he divided himself against them, he and his ser* 
vants by night, and smote them, and pursued them, 
unto Hobah, which is on the lefl hand of Damascus. 
And be brought back all th^ goods, and also brought 
again his brother Lot, and his goods, and the women 
also, and the people. 

And the king of Sodom went out to meet him, (after 
his return from the slaughter of Chedorlaomer, and of 
the kings that were with him) at the valley of Shavah, 
which is the king's dale.. 

And Melchisedek king of Salem brought forth bread 
and wine, and he was the priest of the most high God'. 
And he blessed him, and said. Blessed be Abram of the 
most high God, possessor of heayen and e^rth : and 
blessed be the most high God, which hath delivered 
thine enemies into thy hand. And he gave him, tithes 
of all. 

And the king of Sodom said unto Abram, Give me 
the persons, and take the goods to thyself. 

And Abram said to the king of Sodom, I have lilt 
up mine hand unto the Lord, the most high God, the 
possessor of heaven and earth, thafl will not take from 
a thread even to a dh'oe-^atchet, and that I kill not take 
* ' - any 
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atty t\A»g tbat UtUne, lest thou shouldest s&f^ I htf» 
nade Abram rich ; save only that which the young mea 
have eaten, and the portion of the men which went 
with me, Aner, Eshcol^ and Mamre; let them take 
t^eir portion. , 

ANNOTATIONS amd REFLECTIONS* 

We read in a former section, that the descendants 
of the sons of Noah overspread the whole earth. Many 
ages passed before all parts of the world were inha-^ 
bited ; but mankind must have increased very fast, or 
there could not have been such a number of kings, as 
we read of iii Abram's time. These monarchs had ntx 
great extent of territory, each reigned over one city 
and its suburbs. 

As it has been questioned, how those continents came 
to be peppled, which are widely separated from the parts 
first inhabited after the flood, it will be proper to men* 
tion, that, though all the great quarters of the world, 
are, for the most part, separated from each other by 
some vast extensive ocean, yet there is always some 
place where an isthmus, or small neck of land, is found 
to conjoin them, or some narrow sea is made to distia- 
guish and divide them ; and there is great reason to 
suppose, though it has not yet been discovered, that 
there may possibly be a small neck of land, by means 
of which some of the descendants of Noah passed into 
America. 

We find, by the acceui^t here given of Abram's res- 
cuing Lot, that h^ was a man of consequence in the 
estimation of his contemporaries. It is supposed, that 
the king of Sodom, who came to meet Abram^ was the: 
son of him who fell a^ the slime pits. . Abrani!s refusal 
of the booty shewed, that he did not engage in the war 
' from 
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fsoQi aTorieu^ moti?^ l^t eQtirQiy.frpm that pdnci- 
pie of humanity and affection^ wliich ought to influence 
every one towards the unfortunate, especially if they 
should chance to be relations. 

It has been a matter of great dispute^ who Melcluse* 
deky kiQg of Salem, was, to whom, Abram paid tithes* 
The apostle, St. Paul, has written largely on the sub- 
jecf^, and made it (as I think; evidently appear, that 
he was no less than the Lobd himself, who, while oian- 
kind continued innocent, might justly be regarded in 
his government of them, as King of Righteousness ; and 
afterwards as King of Peace and Reconciliation for them 
as sinners. But in the full discussion of this point, it 
would be proper to employ the Apostle*s arguments, 
which will appear in a much clearer light with the rest 
of the doctrines of the New Testament ; we will, there- 
fore, pass it over at present. 

The practical instruction to be collected from this 
section is, that it is our duty to go to the assistance of 
friends, whenever we can render them essential service ; 
that in all deliverances from our enemies, we are to 
ascribe glory to God ; and that, if we should discover 
who the King of Righteousness and Peace is, and should 
find that he is ready to meet all who, like Abram, be- 
lieve and trust in the most high God, possessor of heaven 
and earth, we are under an indispensable obligation to 
pay homage to Him, as it is He alone who can convey 
a divine blessing to us. 

SECTION XVill. 

THE TEMPORAL COVENANT. 

From Genesis, Chap, xv. 

After these things, the Word of the Lorb came 
unto Abram in a vision, saying. Fear not, Abram ; I an^ 
ihy shield) and thy exceedmg great reward. 

And 



A«d Abtm said. Lord Godv whst w9l thou give 
me, seeing I go chilicttess, and the steward of my house 
h this Eliezer of Damascus ? And Abram said, BehoM 
to me thou hast given no Seed : and lo ! one bom in 
my house is mine heir 1 

And behold the Word of the Lord came unto him» 
saying, This shall not be thine heir. And He biK>ught 
him ftytth abroad, and said. Look now towards heaven» 
and tell the stars, if thou be able to number them. And 
He said unto him, So shall thy seed be. 

And Abram believed in the Lord, and he counted 
if to Him for righteousness. 

And the Lord said unto him, I am the Lord that 
brought thee out of Ur of the Chal.dees, to give thee 
this land to inherit it* 

And he said, Lqrd God, whereby shall I know that 
I shall inherit it ? 

And He said unto him, Take me an heifer of three 
years old, and a she goat of three years old, and a ram of 
tiiree years old, and a turtle dove, and a young pigeon. 

And he took unto him all these, and divided them 
in the midst, and laid each piece one against another, 
but the birds divided he not. And when the fowls 
came down upon the carcases, Abram drove them 
away. 

And when the sun was going doWn, a deep sleep fell 
upon AUram, and lo, an horror of darkness fell upon 
him. ' 

Arid tJie LoitD said unto Abram, Know of a surety 
that thy seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not 
theirs, and shall serve them, and they shaM afflict them 

t And al^o that nfMion whom they shall serve w3) I 

jqdge: and afte«war& they sbiAxsome out with great 

•obstance. c ' , 

*, V 3 But 



I 9B ) 

But isf th^'fturtti generatkm they shall cosie bkher" 
Agauiy for the iniquity of the Amorites k not yet ftUl* 
And thou shalt go to thy f ather& in peace, thou shale 
be buried in a good eld age* 

And it carae to pass, that when the sun went down^ 
and it was dark, behdd a smoaking furnace and abum- 
mg lamp that passed between those pieces. 

In that same day the Lord made a covenuit with 
Abram, saying, unto thy seed have I givert this land,' 
fronj the river of Egypt unto the great river, the river 
Euphr^es. 

The Kenites, and the Kenizzites, and the Kadmo« 
nites, and the Hittites, and the Pcrizzites, and the il'e- 
pbaims, and the Amorites, and the Canaamtes^ and' 
the Girgashites, and the Jebusites. 



ANNOTATIONS an© BEELECTION& 

In this chapter, we read, that the Word of the Lord 
came unto Abram. We are taught by the Scriptures of 
the New Testament, and, indeed, by a succeeding verse 
in tliis section, that the Word of the Lord is another 
title appropriated by the Lord GoD. The purpose of 
this vision seems to have been to strengthen Abram's 
fatth by additional promises. It had been i^eveal^ to 
Abram before, that his descendants should be very 
numerous and prosperous, but as he had no present 
prospect of an heir, his hope might have faSled, had 
Dot God thus graciously condescended to encourage it. 

It is said that Ahram beUeved in the Lord, and he 
counted it to him for righteousness ; ifcat is, Abram be- 
lieved that the Lord was God, that he had power to 
do all things, and was ever faithful U> His promises. 
On account of this faith, GoD,~ia his own great mercy^ 

forgave 
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fmgtore him all tlie former ^i&neea he had committU 
agmast Him, when he did not worship hisi according 
to His Holy Will, and regarded him as a righteous orr 
just person, fit to he taken mto cotenant wiUi Him ; 
and even condescended to confirm this covenant after 
the custom of men ; for in antient times, it was usual 
in solemn contracts to di^ride miimals in the manner 
here descrihcd, and for the parties to pass between 
ftbem *# In the performance of this ceremony, Abram's 
fiiith wM farther exercised, for he seems to have watch- 
ed a long time waiting for the Lord's coming ta ratiQr 
tW covenant. 

The sleep which fell upon Abram was from the 
Lord* The horror which attended it was figuratttr« 
of the misery of his descendants ; and die prophecy 
concerning the Bgy^tiaa bondage, was designed, with- 
out doubt, as a future evidence of the foreknowledge of 
God ; and that part of it which pronounced deliverance^ 
was intended as a comfc^ and encouragement, to be 
kept in resen^e for his posterity, when they should be 
under the calamities that are here predicted. 

From die promise |o Abr^, that he should go tahu 
Jkthers inpeace^ it has be^ inferred* that there is a 
ptiace to which the souls qf tht deceased go, where they 
fod those of their velat^ns and friends. 

, From the e^pressic^. Mi? iniquity of the Amoriies u 
not yeiJuUfWt may juo^^^tand^ that it is the course of 
Divine Providence ^> ipar^ wicked nations, so as not 
entirely tO'extirjj^i^.theYo* We also learu» that when 
arrived at th^ h^igi^t of presumptuous silh^ they can no 
longer be suffered to remain; withoat bringiDg an im« 
puti^tion on the justice of <job; 

The sipoaking furnace, a^d bumiog lamp, were 

•♦ Sff Jer. »3^xiy. 18, 19. 

tokeua 
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tokens of the covenant whidi God at this tktie mtdto 
with Abram coDcerning the temporal state of his de* 
scendants. 

We read in d, fwmer section *, that the Lord pro* 
mised Abram to give to him (as an inheritance for the 
numerous generations that were to proceed frotn him) 
sU the knd which he could at that time behold, and 
commcmded him to take a particular survey of It; w€^ 
find, section xvi, that he afterwards settled, and dwelt; 
in the plain of Mamre* It is therefore most Hkely^ as 
we have already supposed, that he removed from place 
to place, and in this peregriuation, abode in Egypt and 
Philistia, by which means he had opportunity to- ex« 
amine the state and extent of the country. : ' 

In this section, we find the Lord fulfilling his ^ro* 
mise, by giving this land to Abram's posterity. 

The nations, whose right of inheritance is here 
transferred to the seed of Abram, were desoebdants ot 
Canaan the son of Ham. They were at that time 
wicked idolaters, and afterwards became most daring- 
and presumptuous sinners. 

We should learn from this section, ta conoder God 
as ^he Supreme Governor of the universe, portioning 
(Hit the earth, and transferring the inheritance of its, 
different territories from age to dge, according to his 
good pleasure. This should teach, the people of every 
nation to endeavour to obtain his &vouf, rather than 
Qonfide in their own strength. 6oi> is b shield, de- 
fending from dangers all those who plape their trust ir' 
Qim ; ai^ a rewarder of ai2 those who ^ligently serve 
Htm ; . fo^ He is no respecter of persons. 

The nature and efficacy of Abram's faith is explained 
by the Apostolic writings ; and from them, we also 

* S^? Section xvi.., * 

learn^ 
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leankf tbat by the seed of Abraham, we are to uikI^» 
stand, not merely those who were his natural descend- 
ants, but also those who believe in the Lord like 
him. St. J<An the BapUst first taught this doctrine* ; 
and our Saviour afterward. 

It is to be observed, that Abram was justified (or 
esteemed just) by Jaitk, before any express law was 
given him. This circumstance (as we read in the 
EpistleiS) furnished the Apostles with many arguments 
in favour of the Gentiles, against the Jewish nation : 
for it plainly shews, that the works of the Mosaic law 
were not necessary for jUstificattcm to all sorts of peoi. 
pie. 

SECTION XIX. 

THB HISTORY 07 ABRAM CONTINUED* 

• • • . 

THE BIRTH OF ISMMABL. 

From Genesis, Chap, xvi. 

r 

Now Sarai, Abram's wife, bare him no children : and 
she had an hand«>maid, an Egyptian, whose name was 
Hagar. 

And Sarai, Abram's wife, took Hagar her maid, the 
Egyptian, and gave her to her husband Abram, to be 
hig'wife. And her mistress was despised in her eye«. 

And Sarai said unto Abriim, My wrong be upon 
thee ; for I have given idy maid into thy bosom, and 
pow I am despised in her eyes : the I^ord judge be- 
tween me and thee. 

But Abraham said unto Sarai, Behold, thy maid. is in 
thy hand; do to her as it pleaseth thee. And when 
Sarai dealt hardly with heir, ^e Bed from her face« 

♦ Matt. iif. 9. 

And 
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And the angel of the Lord found her By a fountaiR 
of water in the wiidemeasi by the fountain in the way 
id Shun 

And he saic^ Hagar, Sarai's rnaid^ whence camett 

thou ? and whither wilt thou go ? And she said, I flee 

-from the face of my misctress, Sarai. And the smgel of 

<the Lord said unto her. Return to thy mistress, and 

submit thyself under her hands. 

And the angel of the Lord said- unto her, I will 
multiply thy seed exceedingly, that it shall not be 
'numbered' for multitude. 

And the angel of the Lord said unto her. Behold 
4ko^ shaft bear a son, and thou shalt call his name Ish- 
>mael ; because ^e Lord hatb heard thy affliction. 

And he will be a wild man ; his hand will be against 
every man, and every man's hand against him : and 
he shall dwell in the presence of all his brethren. 

A nd she called the name of the Lord that spake unto 
her. Thou God seest me : for she said, Have I also here 
looked after, him that seeth me ? 

Wherefore the well was called 'Beer-lahai*roi ; be- 
hold, it is between Kadesb and Bered^ 

And Hagar bare Abram a son: and Abram called 
bis son's name, which Hagar bare, Ishmael. 
> And Abram was fourscore and sit years old, when 
' Hagar bare Ishmael to Abram. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Hagar appears to have been guilty of a. fault in 
•treating her mistress with disrespect; but Sarai should 
not have resented it with so much severity. 

file promise here made to Hagar is a remarkabfe 
prophecy, which is at vthis very time fulfilling in the 
wty^ld, as wiK be explained in its properplace. 
'• • - It 
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It is atkl that the Angel qfihe Lord found her, &e. 
'From this expression, some interpreters have been led 
to suppose that it was a created Angel; but in this very 
section we are t(M the cpntrarj. So far was Hagar 
from entertaining this idea, that she addressed the Loan 
who spoke unto her as God ; we may therefore con- 
clude, that the term Anoel of the Lord is synonimeus: 
with the Image of God^ and applicable to the Dbity 
alone, the Son of God. 

The chief practical lesson which presents itself in this 
section is, that it is the duty of servants to submit to 
their mistresses, even if the latter carry their displeasure 
to an unreasonable height; and that it is much wiser 
to do so, thaa to expose diemsehres to difficulties and 
distresses Uirough pride and resentment* 



SECTION XX. 

THE EVERLASTING COVENANT RENEWED WITH 
AliRAM. CIRCUMCISION APPOINTED* 

Frotn Genesis, Chap, xviL 

And when Abram was ninety years old and nine, the 
Lord appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the 
Almighty God; walk before me, and be thouperfect 
And I will make my covenant between me and thee, 
and I will multiply thee exceedingly. 

And Abram fell on his face ; and God talked with 
hin^ saying, As for me, behold, my covenant is with 
thee,, and thou shalt be a father of many nations. 
Neither shall thy nafne be called any more Abram; 
but thy name ahall be Abraham ; for a &ther of msny 
i^ations have I made thee. 

And I will m»k^ thee exceedingly fhiit&ly Koi I 

S ^ . * wi» 



( 95 ) 

will mid&e natums of thee: and kings ^laii cone out of 
thee. > 

And I will establish my coTenant between me and 
thee, and thy, seed after t^e, in their generation^) for 
aa EVERLASTING COVENANT; to be'a GOD unto thee, 
2U»d to thy seed after thee. 

And I will give unto thee, and to thy seed after thee, 
the land wherein thou art a stranger, all the land of 
Canaan, for an everlasting possession ; and I will Imi 
their God. 

And GrOD said unto Abraham, Thou shah keep my 
covenant, therefore, thou, aUd thy seed after thee, I* 
their generations. ' 

. This is my covenant, whidi ye shall l^ep between 
me, and you, and thy sped after thee: Every malecMM 
BQ^ngst you shall be circumcised. He that is born in 
thy house, and he that is bought with thy money, musi 
needs be circumcised ; and my covenant shall be in your 
flesh for an everlasting covenant. 

And it shall be a token of the covenant between 
me and you. And the uncircumcised man-child shall 
be cut off from his people : he hath broken my cove« 
nant. 

And Goo said unto Abraham, as fbr ^arai thy wife^ 
thoashalt not call her name Sarai, but Siunh shall her 
name be. And I will bless her, and give thee a son 
also of her: 3rea, I will blest her, and she shall be a 
mother of nations ; kings of people shall be of her. 

Then Abn^am fell upon his face, and laughed, and 
said in his heart, ShaU a child be bom unto bim that is 
an hundred years old } and shall Sarah, that is ninety 
years old, bear ? •> 

And Abvaham said untoGodj O that Ishmael might 
live before thee ! 

And God -said, Sarah thy wife sbaU bear a son in- 
deed; 



A$eAi MwltbmiiiuitecaEB hknanieliaae: «i^ I wil 
establish my covenant i^th him for an everlasting oo* 
r&Maatf and with bis seed Bfber him. 

And as for Ishmael, I have heard thees Behoid, t 
: hove blessed him, aibd will make him fhiit^ and wifi 
multiply him exceedingly; twelve princes shall proo^ 
'ftom htm ; and I will muke him a great natioD. 

But my covenant will I estaUisll widi Isaac, whso 
Sarah shall bear unto ttee at Utis set time in the next 
year. 

And He left off talking with hiro^ and GO0 vent up 
'fir^m Abraham. 

And Abraham took Ishmael his 80% and ail that weit 
born in' his house, fmd ali^at weie feei^ht wi^ moDey» 
every male ^mohg the men of Abraham's house ; and 
dirctnncis^ them, in the self-same day as Gk>j> had 
•aid unto him. 

Jind Abraham was ninety years eM. and nine whea 
he was circumcised. And Ishmael his son wasthirteea 
years old. 

ANNOTATIONS a»o REFLECTTONS. 

, In a fbrmer section, we read of a Temporal Cofomantf 
vrhioh the Lord God made with Abram.; we here Bad 
«he Lord appearing unto this patriarch again,, in order 
to make a General and Everlasting CoK>enan4 witb kinii 
er rather to conftrm that at first made widi Adam: and 
Eve, and afterwards established with Noah, andftom 
him transferred to Shem^ from whom Abran^ de»* 
trended. 

Abram was himself well convinced, thal>tl|b Lomi 
w«8 the AiiMioBTY God ; but the Lord foresaw^ that 
persons in succeeding generations would&rrmenvneoni 
eipinions cMnoeming Htm ; and' for this reaaon ^m^we 

may 
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mf pr«rtime) expressly declared^ that her who 
goii^ to enter into covenant with Abram was 'oety 
QoD, and not a^creaiure. 

It was lequked of Abrafn, that he should be petfi^^ 
or entirely devoted tb the AlmightyXJod, forsaking 
all manner of false worship. 

We have reason to suppose^ that, at this time, the 
Divine In age wis manifested with resplendent glory, 
for Abram fell, on his fhce in humble adoration. 

It is observd>1e» that afler having repeated the pifo« 
mises of the former covenant, and changed Abram's 
BSiae to Abraham, which was more grand and honour- 
able*, the Lord graciously proceeded to establish the 
coVenanl, aild extend it to spiritual blesBingis, for so we 
nay understand the expression, Itioill be a God to theet 
Mnd to thy seed afier thee^ It was yet a long time before 
Abram's race coul^ -be multiplied to so great a degree ; 
as^is here promised ; and many generations would sue* 
cessiveiy pass away before the heathen nations were te 
be driven out; we may therefore conclude, that Abfa- 
bam looked (as the Apostle to the Hebrews expresses it) 
fir a better C0untiy^ that is an heavenly ; fvhere/bre God 
c^led himself their God, having prepared for them a city 
in his eternal kingdom f . 

This is the first passage of Scripture, in whieh the 
Lord is styled the God of Abraham ; it will therefore 
be prc^;>er to consider what construction may be put on 
tiiis expression. The text just quoted, implies that it 
Weant something more than the favour of God in this 
life, td the patriarch and his seed ; and our Saviour, 
in his discourse with the SadduceesJ, intimates .very 



• Abram sigiviles High Father ;— Abraham, Father qt a great 
Multitude^ 

t Heb. xi. 16. t Luke xx. 37, 38. 
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dtrongly, thai it has a reference to a future state. \Vhe«> 
ther Abraham had any expectation of a resurrection 
from the dead, is not expressly told us ; but it is oer^ 
.tain, that he believed the power ef God to lie equal to 
the bringing about such an event. 

Having promised such great and extensive privileges 
to Abraham and his posterity. Goo next proceeded to 
appoint a rite, by which they should be distinguished 
as his peculiar people. This rite was to serve as a 
it}ken of their faith and obedience : it consisted in mak- 
ing a mark in their flesh. 

That Sarai might have an equal dignity with her 
husband, her name was also changed *• 

The good old Patriarch, pleased with die thoughts 
that Sarah would partake the honour intended for him, 
could not restrain his joy ; but, recollecting that he had 
already a son, parental affection pleaded in his heart in 
favour of him,and burst from his lips in the fervent wish— 
O that Ishmael might live before Thee / 

To reconcile Abraham's mind to the disappointment 
of Ishmael 's being supplanted, God graciously pro- 
mised that he also should be very prosperous, and pos- 
sess both riches and honour ; one distinction was how- 
ever reserved for him, who was yet unborn, namely, 
the blessing which related to the promised seed of the 
woman. 

It will be proper to remark here, that the particular 
person among Abraham's numerous posterity, to whom 
the distinguishing inheritance was to descend, was fixed 
by the sovereign will of God, and not left to Abraham's 

♦ Sarai signifies a Princess ; Sarah a Princess or Mother of rai- 
ny nations. In those early ages, the Iieads of families had the su- 
preme command ever their de&cendants and domestics; uud they 
were properly called Princes and Princesses. 

7 pleasure. 
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pleasure *. The Lord reserved to Himself the pri- 
tUege of determining what nation should be His pecidiaf 
people. 

From this section we are instructed to acknowledge 
the Lord to be the Almighty God ; therefore, let us 
on no acccount degrade Him in our minds, but humble r 
ourselves before him, with thanksgivings for His mer* 
ciCul condescension in making a covenant with Abra- 
ham, in which, as we may understand from the New 
Testament, all shall have an interest, who, like Abra* 
ham, believe in the Lord, call on His Holy name^ and 
obey those comraandsi which he has n^de known bj 
divine revelation. 

The rite of circumcision is now abolished ; but we 
have bajpiism in its stead, which is the token and pledge 
of a covenant conveying better promises. If it was 
necessary for Abraham and his family, and their de- 
tcendants to comply with the first, it must be our in- 
dispensable duty to comply with the latter. And as in« 
faots were to be initiated into the one, it is a natural 
inference that they should be partakers of the other* . 
Can children too early in life be numbered amongst 
GoD^s peculiar people, possessing the pledges of His 
^vine promises ? ^/z 

SECTION XXI. 

THE HISTORY OV ABRAHAM CONTIMUl 

From Genesis, Chap, xviii. '*^^ - * 

And the Lord appeared unto Abraham in the plains 
of Mamre : and he sat in the tent-door in the heat of 
the day. 

And he lifl up his eyes, and looked, and lo, three 
luen stood by him : and when he saw them, he ran to 

♦ Rom. it, 7, 8. 
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meet them froQi the tent-door, and bowed himself toward 
the ground. 

And said. My Lord, if now I have found favour in thy 
sight, pass not away, I pray thee, from thy servant. 
Let a little water, I pray you, be fetched, and wash yoor 
feet, and rest yourselves under the tree 2 

And I will fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye 
your hearts ; after that ye shall pass on : for therefore are 
ye come to your servant And they said. So do as thoo 
host said. , 

And Abraham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and 
said. Make ready quickly three measures of £ne meal, 
knead it, and make cakes upon the hearth. 

And Abraham ran unto the herd, Imd fetched a calf 
tonder and good, and gave it unto a young man ; and he 
hasted to dress it. 

And he tookbutter and milk, and the calf which he had 
dressed, and set it before them ; and he stood by them 
under the tree, and they did eat. 

And they said unto him, Where is Sarah thy wife? And 
he said. Behold in the tent. 

And he said, I wi]i certainly return unto thee according 
to the time of life : and Sarah, thy wife, shall have a son. 
And Sarah heard it in the tent-door, which was behind 
them. ' 

Now Abraham and Sarah were old, and well strickeo 
in years, therefore Sarah laughed within herself. 

And the Lor d said unto Abraham, Wherefore did Sa- 
rah laugh, saying. Shall 1 of a surety bear a child, which 
am old ? 

Is any thing too hard for the Lor d? At the time appoint- 
ed J will return unto thee, according to the time of life,and 
Sarah shall have a son. 

Then Sarah denied, sajring, I laughed not ; for she 
afraid. And he said, Nay, but thou didst laugh. 

ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTIONS. 

On this occasion, the appearance of the Lord Qod 
vas different from that manifestation of the divine Pre* 
sence, which Abraham had been accustomed to beholds 
And the Lord was attended by two Angels ; but both 
the divine and angelic natures were veiled under th« 
human form, so that Abraham had first supposed he 
saw three travellers. 

The purpose of this visit, in respect to Abraham, 
was that the Lord might name the exact time when 
Isaac should be born ; and it* is remarkable, that tha 
Lord made this promise, in the presence of two of his 
holy angels^ calling them as witnesses to add to the 
solemnity of His engagement. 

Sarah, who had never known of any people having 
ehildreo when so far advanced in life; as she and hev 
husband were, and not knowing (as we may suppose) 
that it was the Lord Himself that promised to send 
them a son, could not at first believe such cm event to 
be possible ; but it pleased the Lord to strengthen her 
faith, by an assurance, that nothing was too hard for 
Him to bring to pass ; and her heart paid a ready as« 
sent to this important truth. Terrified lest the Lord 
(as He now appeared to be) should take offence at her 
presumption, Sarah committed another fault, by utter^ 
lag a falsehood. The Lord knew that this was no 
inore than the effect of human weakness, suddenly 
feeling the consciousness of sin, and having no time for 
recollection : He therefore took pity on her infirmity ; 
and, instead of punishing her, gently informed her, 
that the most secret actions were known to His omni- 
science, leavmg her own heart to reproach her for the 
sins she had committed. 

F 3 ftom 
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From this passage of sacred iistory we are instructed 
that hospitality to strangers is very pleasing in the sight 
of God. It is needless to expatiate on the benevolence 
which displayed itself in Abraham's solicitude, to afford 
his guests all possible refreshment. In that early age of 
the world there were no inns ; and, therefore, these 
supposed travellers, had they been men, would have 
iuffered great inconveniencies, from walking in the 
heat of the day, if they could not have gained ad- 
mittance into some family. The present state of the 
world does not require an exact imitation of Abraham's 
and Sarah *s conduct on this occasion; but it shews their 
characters in a most amiable light ; and should incline 
every one to indulge such sentiments as actuated 
them, which will produce a regard to the necessities of 
strangers, and an inclination to assist them with every 
reasonable accommodation. We cannot expect the 
Lord personally to visit us in the manner He did 
Abraham and Sarah ; because (as has been before ob- 
served) we live under a different dispensation; but 
the Lord has assured us in the Holy Scriptures, that if 
we comfort and refresh the weary traveller, for His 
sake, He will esteem it an instance of kindness done to 
Himself, and recompence it accordingly ♦. A cup of 
Cold water, only, given to a stranger, may bring a bless- 
ing to ourselves ; therefore when we behold a fellow 
creature exposed .to the scorching heat, or the pinch- 
ing cold, without the means of refreshment, let us call 
to mind the love that is due to our Lord, and extend 
it to those whom he condescends to appoint as his de- 
puties and representatives to receive \U 

The' Apostle, Peter, admonishes wives to take ex- 
ample from Sarah, who, we are told, honoured her 

♦ Malt. X. 42. Mark ix. 41. 
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husbandj calling him Lord** This admonition makes 
part of the marriage ceremony among Christians ! it 
therefore concerns all women who enter into the state 
of wedlock ; for having solemnly promised to obey, like 
Sarahy they cannot, without breaking a covenant en- 
tered into m the presence of God, exalt themselves 
above their Lords, and refuse that subordination which 
God originally appointed, when the woman was made 
an help-meet for man. 



SECTION XXIL 

ABRAHAM INTERCEDETH FOR SODOM. 

From Genesis^ Chap, xviii. 

And tho men rose up from thence, and looked to- 
wards Sodom : and Abraham went with them to bring 
them on the way. 

And the Lord said. Shall I hide from Abraham that 
thing which I do ; 

Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and 
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be 
blessed in him ? 

For I know him, that he will command his children 
and his houshold after him, and they shall keep the 
way of the Lord, to do justice and judgment; that the 
Lord may bring upon Abraham that which he hath 
spoken of him. 

And the Lord said. Because the cry of Sodom and 
Gomorrah is great, and because their sin is very griev- 
ous ; I will go down now, and see whether they have 
done altogether according to the cry of it, which is 
come uBto me ; and if not, I will know. 

• 1 Pet. iii. 6. 

F 4} And 



( 10* ) 

And the men turned their faces from thence, and 
went towards Sodom : but Abraham stood yet before 
tlie Loan* 

And Abraham drew near, and said, Wilt thou Bko 
destroy the righteous with the wicked ? 

Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city, 
wilt thou also destroy and net spare the place for the 
ilfty righteous that; are therein ? 

That be far from thee to do after this manner, to slay 
the righteous with the wicked : and that the righteous 
shall be as the wicked, that be far from thee : shall not 
the Judge of all the earth do riglit ? 

And the Lord jsaid, If I find in Sodom fifty righ- 
teous within the city, then I will spare all the place 
for their sakes. 

And Abraham aofvered and said, Behald new I 
hare tak«a upon me to speak unto the Loai^ wlock 
am but dust and ashes* 

Peradventure there shall lack five of the fifty righ« 
teous': wilt thou destroy all the city ft>r lack ai if^et 
And he saki, if I find there forty and five^ I wiU aot 
'detroy il. 

And he spake unto him yet again, and said, Petad* 
venture there shall be forty found there^ And be said 
I will not do it for forty's sake. 

And he said unto him, O let not the Lord be angry, 
and I will speak 2 Peradventure there shall be tliirty 
found there. And he said, I will not do it if I fi^ 
thirty there. 

And he said. Behold now I have taken upon one to 
speak unto the Lord: Peradventure there slutU be 
twenty £[>und there. And he said, I will not diestrij 
it for twenty's sake. 

And he said, O let not the Lord be angry, and I 
will speak vet but this. once: Feradv^mture there shall 

be 
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be lea fimad there. Aadhesald^I will net destroy tt 
for ten's sake. ' - 

And the Lord went his way;, a» soon as he had lefi 
communiog with Abraham : and Abraham returned 
unto his place. 

ANNOTATIONS akd REFLECTrONS. 

Having condescended to accept of Abraham's hospi^ 
tality *y the LoEb from henceforth regarded him as^ 
His friend f • He knew him to be one who had a sin* 
eere love for Him, who was ready to obey His cora^ 
mands in all things, and who woald educate his^chil* 
dren, and instruct his dependants, in the same piou» 
principles ; therefore being about to bring such a de* 
struetion upon two neighbouring kingdoms as might 
^ike Abraham's mind with consternation and fear, 
for the safety of himself and family, and occasion him 
to flee from the neighbourhood, and perhaps stagger 
Kis^ faith so far as it related to the infinite mercy of 
Gob ; ^e Lord resolved to make Abraham acquainted 
with the determination of divine justice in respect to 
Sodom. 

The angelic beings, who accompanied the Lord, 
were dismissed feft a purpose which will be related in 
^ next section. 

It may be observed^ that t^ scourge of war had 
Wn sent upon Sodom and Gomorrah without produce 
ing any amendment. And it is also to be remarked, 
dmtr the Lord dees not a^^point deputies under him, 
and trust to their representations in the moral go« 
i*6nmme»t of the worlds but examines himself into the 

* Fee Section iiL ^ 
i S ChMn. M. 7. laiMhz&i. 8. . Jametil 95. 
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conduct of human beings^ as may be known from fh» 
instance, as well as from the Fall, the Flood, and the 
confusion of languages. 

As soon as Abraham understood that the Lord- 
designed to destroy Sodom and Gomorrah, he availed 
himself of the divine favour that was shewed to him, 
and interceded for those devoted cities. From the 
gracious manner in which his intercession was re- 
ceived, it is evident that his benevolence was well 
pleasing to the Lord, and would have been effectual,, 
had not the measure of their iniquity been full. To 
what a pitch of wickedness must the inhabitants have 
arrived, if they did not furnish even ten righteous per- 
sons : that is, ten who believed in the true God, 
obeyed his will to the best of their knowledge, and ' 
shewed justice and mercy to their fellow creatures I 
. It appeared to. Abraham (who had, as we may sup- 
pose, no time to consider the subject) inconsistent witlv 
divine justice, that the righteous should suffer with the 
wicked; and supposing that there was no future state 
df retribution, it certainly would be so. In the present 
ease, however, God was fully justified in destroying all 
the inhabitants of Sodom, even upon Abraham's prin- 
ciple ; and, as we pursue the history, we shall find His 
dealings with other wicked nations equally reconcile- 
able with perject mercy Its well as per/hct justice ; we 
may therefore be certain, that in every national visi- 
tation,, the Judge of all the earth doeth right. If the 
righteous must, from the nature of the visitation, pe- 
rish with the wicked. Goo can, and doubtless will^ 
recompense them in a future state. 

The intimation which God vouchsafed to give 
Abraham, of his intention to destroy Sodom and Go- 
morrah, was calculated also to answer the general 
purpose of informing future generations of ftiankind 

through 
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through him, that such awful calamities, as the de- 
struction of whole cities, are not to be ascribed to 
mere chance or natural causes (as infidels term it). Tlie 
ways of the Supreme Being are uniform, founded 
upon motives of the exactest rectitude ; therefore, 
what He expressly professed to do, when He visibly 
manifested His Divine Presence on earth, we may 
reasonably suppose Him to do now, seci^etly and invi' 

How pleasing is it to reflect, that the Lord should 
make his ways known, and honour mankind so much 
as to converse with Abraham as one friend does with 
another ! How much more comfortable to be assured, 
that the same divine being regards all true Christians 
in the same endearing relation ! Thus, saith the Divine 
Friend of Abraham to Christians, Ye are my Frknds 
if ye do vohatsoever I command you. Henecforth I call 
you not Servants, but Friends. These things I command 
you 9 that ye love one another *. 

As Abraham tlierefore embraced the advantage 
which the favour of God afforded him, to intercede 
for Sodom and Gojpiorrah, let us in like manner pray 
for all nations, particularly for our own, beseeching 
Goo of his infinite goodness, to avert His impending 
judgements, if it be consistent with His justice so to do. 
And since we are encouraged from His discourse with 
Abraham, and from other passages of Scripture, to 
think that God sometimes spares a city for the sake of 
the ri&rhteous that are in it ; let us endeavour to in- 
crease the number of these, by a careful regard to -our 
own Jaith and practice ^ and the diligent instruction of 
our children and families, that we md,y obtain the 

* John XV, 14, 15, and 17. • 
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JHtn Mif of lb# LeftD God. And if, after dl oor 
mippHcalioBS, we see his judgel^eilt8 ia the world ; nay^ 
even if we suffer by them ourselves, let us acquiesce m 
Abraham's sentimenty Ihat the^ Judge of all the earth 
doeth r^htf on which we nmy build a coofident hope^ 
that what is a punishment to the wicked, will ultimate- 
ly prove a blessing to the righteous. 

It is plain from the expression, the Lord U)ent his 
vsay after h^ had done talking tioith Abraham^ that this 
was no visionary scene, but a real transaction* 



SECTION XXIII. 



THE DESTRUCTION OF SODOM AND OOMOBRAH. 

From Genesis, Chap, xlx. 

And there came two Angels to Sodom at even ; and 
Lot sat in the gate of Sodom : and Lot seeing them, ^ 
rose up to meet them : and he bowed himself with his 
face towards the ground ; and he said, behold now, 
my lords, turn in, I pray you, unto your servant's 
house, and tarry all night, and wash your feet, and ye 
shall rise up early, and go on your ways. 

And they said, Nay, but we will abide in the street 
all night. And he pressed upon them greatly ; and 
they turned in unto him, and entered into his house: 
and he made them a feast, and did bake unleavened 
bread, and they did eat. 

/ But before they lay down, the men of Sodom com- 
passed the house round, both dd andyoungi all the 

people 
3 
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people from every quarter* And they caHed unto Lot,. 
and said unto him, Where are those men which aame 
in to thee this night? bring them out unto us. 

And Lot went out at the door unto them, and shut 
the door after him; and said, I pray you brethren, do 
not so wickedly. 

And they said, Stand back. And they said agam, 
This one fellow came in to sojourn, and he will needs 
be a judge : Now will we deal worse with thee than 
with them. And they pressed sore upon the man, 
even upon Lot, and came near to break the door. 

But the Angels put forth their hands, and pulled Lot 
into the house to them, and shut the door. And they 
smote the men that were at the door of the house with 
blindness, both small and great : so that they wearied 
themselves to find the door. 

And the Angels said unto Lot, Hast thou here any 
besides ? Sons in law, and thy sons, and thy daughters, 
and whatsoever thou hast in the city, bring them out of 
this place : for we will destroy this place, because the 
cry of them is waxen great before the face of the 
Lord : and the Lord hath sent us to destroy it. 

And Lot went out, and spake unto his sons in law, 
which married his daughters, and said, Up, get ye out 
of this place; for the Lord will destroy this city: but 
he seemed as one that mocked, unto his sons in law. 

And when the morning arose, then the Angels has- 
tened Lot, saying, Arise, take thy 'wife, and thy two 
daughters which are here, lest thou be Consumed in 
the iniquity of the city. 

And while he lingered, the Angels laid hold upon 
hiif^and, and upon the hand of his wife, and upon the 
hanci of his two daughters ; the Lord being mercifhl 
unto him : and they brought him forth, tmd set him 

without the city. 
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And it came to pass, that when they had brought 
them forth abroad, that He said. Escape for thy life ; 
look not behind thee, neither stay thou in all the plain ; 
escape to the mountain, lest thou be consumed. 

And Lot said unto him. Oh ! not so my Loud. Be-, 
hold now, thy servant hath found grace in thy sights 
and thou^ hast ma^ni^ed thy mercy, which thou bast 
shewed unto me in saving my life: and I cannot 
escape to the mountain, lest some evil take me and I 
die. 

Behold now, this city is near to flee unto, and it is a 
little one : Oh let me escape thither, is it not a little 
one ? and my soul shall live. 

And He said unto him, see I have accepted thee con- 
cerning this thing also, that I will not overthrow this 
city, for the which thou hast spoken. Haste thee, 
escape thither, for I cannot do any thing till thou be 
come hither. Therefore the name of the city was 
called Zoar. The sun was risen upon the earth when 
Lot entered into Zoar. 

Then the Lord rained upon Sodom and Gomorrah 
brimstone and fire from the Loud out of heaven ; and 
he overthrew those cities, and all the plain » and all the 
inhabitants of the cities, and that which grew upon the 
ground. 

But Lot's wife looked back from behind him, and 
she became a pillar of salt. 

And Abraham gat up early in the morning, to the 
place where he stood before the Lord. And he 
looked toward Sodom and Gomorrah, and toward all 
the land of the plain, and behold, and lo the smoke of 
the country went up as the smoke of a furnace. 

And it came to pass, when God destroyed the citie* 
of the plain, that God remembered Abraham, and sent 

Lot 
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Lot out of the midst of the oveithrow» when be over** 
threw the cities in the which Lot dwelt. 

And Lot went up out of Zoar, and dwelt in the 
mountain, and his two daughters with him, for he 
feared to dwell in Zoar; and he dwelt in a cave, he 
and his two daughters. 

And the first born bare him a son, and called h'm 
name Moab i he was. the father of the Moabites : and 
the younger she also bare a son, and called his name 
Benammi ; the same was the father of the children of 
Ammon. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

From comparing this section with the foregoing one, 
we may know, that the Angels who came to Lot were 
the same who had accompanied the Lord to Abraham's 
tent. 

Of the nature and office of Angels we can form no 
perfect conception, for they are invisible to us at pre- 
sent;, our ideas of them must be collected from the 
Scrip tureSy which acquaint us, that, in comparison of 
the Lord God, they are imperfect beings*: that they 
are appointed as guardians to good men f ; that they 
conduct departed souls to paradise j: ; that they desire 
the welfare of mankind § ; and will, at the last day, be 
employed in separating the wicked from the good. We 
are also taught, that Angels are not to be worshipped ||* 

Lot, as well as Abraham, supposed, from the form in 
which the Angels appeared, that they were men ; and 
he was equally ready to shew courtesy to them, which 
they (purposely, as we may suppose) give him an op- 
portunity of doing, that the goodness of God might be 

• Job iv. 18. Matt. xxiv. 36. Heb. i. 4, 13. 

t P8. li. 11, Matt, xviii. 10. Heb. i. 14. J Luke xvi. iJj. 

^ Luke ii. 15. xv. 10. || Rev. xiz. 10. xxii. 8> 9. 
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Tiodicftledy in saving t man^ wfa» utterly diadaimed ^e 
crimes wbich brougkt Divine jadgments on the natJTes 
of the place *• 

So great was the licentiousness of the inhabitants of 
SodoBi, and its environs, that the weary traveler comld 
not be invited to lake refreshment in a private house, 
without being subject to the insults of a rude rabble. 
All that Lot could do towards protecting the strangers 
that came into lodge wj|h him, was, to e^qwse hims^ 
%o the outrages of bis wicked neighbours, which he did 
without hesitation. His heavenly guests, who were 
sent to save him, delivered him out of their hands, and 
punished his impious adversaries as their crimes de- 
ferred. 

Sodom, and the cities and country connected with 
k, were notorious for many sins* The prophet Ezekiel 
informs usf, tl»at their iniquity consisted in pride, 
Kixury, idleness, and want of charity to the poor. 
That the inhabitants were haughty, and aboounable fbc 
the most detestable vices, and there was no good prac« 
tised by th^ra. 

It seems that Lot did not make such expedition to 
depart, as the exigency of the case required. Perhaps 
he was solicitous to preserve his goods ; but his angelic 
fi*iends hastened him and his family away, and conduct- 
ed them safely out of the city : here the commission of . 
the heavenly messengers ended ; for we find it said ia 
the next verse, that " when thei/ had brought^them 
^forthabroad, Hx said^ escape for thy life, &c." ; and by 
Lot's answer it is evident, that the Lord manifested 
HiMSELF to him, and received the prayer, which would 
have been very improperly addressed to the Angels, 

We are not to suppose from the expression, << I cannot 
** do any thing, &cJ* that God's power was limited. It 

* t Pet. U. 7, 8. t Ezek. xvi. 49* *^^' 

refers 
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teferd to His mercifiil intention of saving Lot and his 
family, on which account alone He suspended the exe- 
cution of the judgment He had resolved to bring upon 
tlie inhabitants oi Sodom and Gomorrah. 

It 18 mentioned, that the sun ims risen upon theemih. 
In all probability, this bright luminary shone with its 
usual lustre, and gilded the mountains and plains with 
its eheerfol rays, while the luxurious and careless inha- 
bitants of Sodom and Gomorrah either reposed on their 
sof^ beds, or pursued with ardour their worldly affairs, 
without paying their early adorations to the God who 
made them. In a moment, the firmament melted with 
fervent heat, and a shower of fire and brimstone poured 
down on their devoted heads, burning up and destroy- 
ing whatever grew on the surface of the ground, and 
rendering the earth from tluit time forth, unfit for 
ddLture or habitation * ! From this instance we learn, 
thait the dement of fire, as well as that c^ water, is eii* 
ttrely under the government of Divine Providence, and 
asAjT be rendered either an kestimable blessing, or a 
jBost distreestag evil. 

The sin of Lot's wife is supposed to lyve been infide* 
lity f . Probably she did not believe that what had been 
revealed to her would come to pass. The judgment 
inflicted upon her was a most exemplary one, and re* 
named for many ^es a monumeni of an unbelieving soul* 
Josephus, a learned Jewish historian, says, that the 
. Pillar c^ Sfdt waa to be seen in his days. Interpreters 
teU us, that it did not consist of common salt, but of a 
inetallic mbstance, such as was hewn out of rocks, like 
marble, with which it was usual to build houses j:. 

When Abraham, with anxious solicitude, repaired 
early in the morning to the place where he had the pre- 

♦ Deut. XXIX. 93. I«a. xiu 19. Jer. I. 40. t Wiad. x. T* 
4 See ^say for a oew T»ansl«tioa of the Bible* 

ceding. 
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ceding day stood before the Lord, how greatly mtret 
he have been affected with the awful sight which he be- 
held ! Yet he arraigned not tl>e judgmei^ of the Lord^ 
He now understood, that nations are but as drops ia 
the bucket, when God cometh to take rengeance oa 
the wicked*. 

The circumstances of the calamity not reaching 
Abraham, and of Lot's deliverance, are particularly 
pointed out by the sacred historian, and strongly inti- 
mate, that the whole transaction wa& directed by aa 
over-ruling Providence. 

Much practical instruction^ may be collected from the 
section before us. 

In the ^rst place we Icarn from it, and the passages 
of Scripture referred to, to be thankful to God for 
making known to us the ministry of Angels^; and we 
may look forward with an increase of pleasure to a state, 
where, instead of being received with jealousy and envy 
as innovating strangers, we shall find a set of benevo- 
lent friends, who have been accustomed to interest 
themselves in the welfare of mankind, and who will re- 
joice in our exaltation to as great a share of blessed- 
ness as they themselves enjoy. 

We are also here taught another lesson of good na- 
ture and hospitality. 

We have likewise an additional instance of the inter- 
position of Divine Providence, which shews, that the 
Lord, though He employs Angels as His ministers^ 
does not abandon the human race to the government 
of imperfect beings ; but is himself the Supreme Dis- 
poser of all events. 

From the command given to Lot to escape, we are 
admonished, that it is better to leave our worldly pos- 
sessions behind^ than to stay and perish with the wicked. 

♦ Isaiah xl. 15. 

We 
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We al«o learn, that we ought not to lead careless livcsv 
from a dependance that nature will pursue a regular 
course of causes and effects. What is nature but the 
work of God ? He therefore can instantly change the 
courses of the different elements, and send them as pu- 
Bishments on a guilty land, whenever he sees fit. 

Since the Holy Scriptures point out so particularly 
the crimes for which Sodom and Gom( rr ih were con- 
demned to destruction, we should make it our study to 
avoid them. 

Our Lord has admonished us to Bememher Lot^s 
imfe*; we should, therefore, of all things, avoid iiifi' 
delity : for if we are in no danger of being turned into 
pillars of salt, as warnings to mankind, a more dreadful 
fate awaits us, that of being salted tvithjirefy or kept 
alive for endless ages in a state of torment. Let us 
then imitate the faith and obedience of Lot, whose his- 
tory, we are told, is written for our admonition | ; andt 
in 80 doing, let us repose our souls on the mercy and 
goodness of God, who will give His holy angels charge 
to keep us in all our ways. 

SECTION XXIV. 

THE HISTORY OF ABRAHAM CONTINUED — THE BIRTH 

OF ISAAC. 

From Genesisy Chap, xxi. 

And the Lord visited Sarah as he had said ; for 
Sarah bare Abraham a son in his old age, at the set 
time God had spoken to him. 

And Abraham called the name of his son that was 
born unto him, whom Sarah bare to him, Isaac. Ani 

• Luke xvii. 32. t Mark ix. 49. t 2Pct.ii. &. Jude 7. 

Abrahani 
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Abraham circumcised his son Isaac» beiog eight days 
old, as God had commanded him. ' 

And Abraham was an hundred years old, when his 
son Isaac was born unto him. And Sarah said, God 
hath made me to rejoice, so that all that hear will re- 
joice with me. 

And she said, Who would have said unto Abraham, 
that Sarah should have given children suck ? for I have 
borne him a son in his old age. 

And the child grew and was weaned ; and Abraham 
made a great feast the same day that Isaac was weaned. 
And Sarah saw the son of Hagar the Egyptian, which 
she had borne unto Abraham, mocking. 

Wherefore she said unto Abraham, Cast out this 
bond woman, and her son : for the son of this bond- 
woman shall not be heir with my son, even with Isaac. 
And the thing was very grievous in Abraham's sight, 
bepause of his son. 

And God said unto Abraham, Let it not be grievous 
in thy sight because of the lad, and because of thy 
bond- woman ; in all that Sarah hath said unto thee, 
hearken unto her voice : for in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called. And also of the son of the bond woman will 
I make a nation, because he is thy seed. 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and 
took bread, and a bottle of water, and gave it unto 
Hagar (putting it on her shoulder) and the child, and 
sent her away : and she departed^ and wandered in the 
wilderness of Beer-sheba. 

And the water was spent in the bottle, and she cast 
the child under one of the shrubs. And she went, and 
sat her down over against him, a good way off, as ft 
were a bow-shot : for she said. Let me not see the death 
of the child. And she sat over against him, and lifl up 
her voice> and wept* 

And 
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And God heard the voice of the lad: and the angel 
of God called to Hagar out of heaven, and said unto 
her, What aileth thee, Hagar ? fear not ; for God 
hath heard the voice of the lad where he is. , Arise, 
lift up the lad, and hold him in thine hand : for I will 
make him a great nation. 

And God opened her eyes, and she saw a well of 
water ; and she went, and filled the bottle with water, 
and gave the lad to drink. 

And God was with the lad ; and he grew, and dwelt 
in the wilderness, and became an archer. And he dwelt 
in the wilderness of Paran : and his mother took him a 
wife out of the land of Egypt. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

At length, after many years of expectation, Abraham 
and Sarah w^re blessed ih the birth of that son, whom 
God designed to be heir of the promises, respecting both 
the land of Canaan, and the Everlasting Covenant ; and 
we are informed, that this joyful event happened at the 
exact time which the Lord had foretold ; and that 
Abraham, in obedience to the Divine command, named 
the child Isaac. The great age of the Patriarch, and 
his wife, rendered his birth marvellous. 

It appears that Sarah did not consign her son to the ^ 
care of an hireling, but was nurse to him herself. 

Sarah's severity in respect to Ishmael appears very 
illiberal ; but we have reason to think Ishmael behaved 
in a most provoking manner, and that his mother en- 
couraged him ^o do so ; in all probability, envy and 
jealousy possessed their minds. Thus circumstanced, 
had the parties continued to live under the same roof, 
family harmony could not have subsisted ; the Lord^ 
therefore, in mercy to them all, permitted, the dismis- 
sion of those who pretended to be rivals to Sarah and 
her son. 

If 
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If Ishmael liad continued to live in Canaan, he 
would, in all probability, after Abraham's death, have 
contested the inheritance with Isaac; and, by this 
means, would have lost the chance of becoming a great 
nation in another country; and we cannot suppose that 
Goo would have suffered hiiu to obtain the inheritance 
which he designed for Isaac. 

We may easily conceive, that Abraham's distress on 
this occasion was very great ; and, had not the Lord 
commanded him to vield to Sarah, there is reason to 
think he would have made an earnest opposition to her 
request, whicli would have given rise to domestic bick- 
erings, subversive of peace and good order ; neither 
could he have had the satisfaction of seeing Ishmael in 
the way ofbecoming a mighty nation. The good pa- 
triarch, therefore, considering himself as called upon to 
give a fresh instance of his faith in the Divine pro- 
mises ; without hesitation, dismissed a son tenderly be- 
loved, and a woman who had an undoubted right to 
his kindness. ' 

It is said, that Abraham sent Hagar and Ishmael 
away with no other provision than a little bread and a 
bottle qfxmter. He knew that the providence of God was 
infinitely better than the most ample portion he could 
bestow, and did not presume to invade the province, 
which the Lord had graciously taken upon Himself* 

It seems as if Hagar had forgotten the promise which 
had been made to her before the birth of her son, or 
that would have kept her mind from despondency. 

Ishmael, though famishing with thirst, remembered 
the lessons of piety he had learned from his father, and 
called upon the Lord, who never faileth to help those 
that apply to Him in the time of their distress. 

Hagar was gently admonished to have confidence in 
God ; and, as a reward for her maternal tenderness, 
was made instrumental to her son's recovery. 

Who 
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Who the Angei^ of the Lord was, has been, ex* 
plained in a former section*. 

We find that in a short time Ishmael (who, when ho, 
left his father's house, was 16 or 17 years old} made so 
good Qse of his bow and arrows, that, under the bless- 
ing of Goo, he gained a comfortable support for him- 
self and mother. Game was at that time very plentiful; 
and it i? likely, that being so expert an archer, Ishmael 
was able to slioot a sujQicient quantity to exchange with 
his neighbours for other necessaries. It is supposed 
that he made himself lord of the place where he fixed 
his abode ; and that he was in no kind of nece^ity, or 
he would not have married, because the maintaining 
bis wife would only have increased his distress, if he 
met with difficulties in providing for himself alone. 

From this section, we learn to confide in the pro- 
Inises of God. Many there are recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures, in which we all have an interest ; and we 
may depend upon it, the expectations they are designed 
to raise will not be disappointed, if, like Abraham and 
Sarah, we fulfil the conditions required on our part, 
which are comprized in Jaith and obedience. 

No part of Scripture is written in vain ; we may 
therefore justly infer, from the mention of Sarah's being 
a nurse to Isaac^ that this endearing office is a part of 
the maternal duty. The misfortune that befel Ishmael 
should be a lesson to young people^ not to give way to 
impertinence^ especially towards those on whom they 
depend for maintenance and support. 

Abraham's acquiescence with the Divine Will in- 
structs parents to submit to the dispensations of Pro-* 
vidence, in cases where thei'e is a necessity for sending 
their children to seek their fortune in the world. It is 

* See Section xix. 

oflen 
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often astonishing to see the success of those who set out 
with very small portions; but as miraculous interposi- 
tion is not now to be expected, parents should do their 
utmost towards providing for all their ofispring; and 
then trust them to the protection of Heaven ; but above 
ally it should be their care to season the minds of their 
children with early piety, that in the day of distress, 
when they may chance to be exposed to perils, by land 
or by sea, and far distant from their native home, they 
may implore for themselves the aid of the Lord, and, 
like Ishmael, be heard. 

Mothers are admonished, by this portion of Scrip- 
ture, not to fall into despondency, as soon as they see a 
child in danger, as relief is often nearer at hand than 
they are apt to imagine ; and mankind in general may 
understand from it, that what appear to be ruinous mis- 
fortunes, may in the end prove the foundation of pros* 
perity and happiness. 



SECTION XXV. 

ABRAHAM CFFERETH HIS SON ISAAC. 

From GenesUf Chap, xxii. 

And it came to pass after these things^ that Gon did 
tempt Abraham, and said unto him, Abraham ; and he 
said, Behold here I^am. 

And He said. Take now thy son, thine only son Isaac, 
whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Mo- 
riah, and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one 
of the mountains which I will tell thee of. 

And Abraham rose up early in the morning, and sad- 
died his ass, and took two of his young men with him, 
and Isaac his son ; and dave the wood for the burnt* 

offering 
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offering, and rose up, and went unto Ae place df 
wbich (jOD had told him. 

Then on the third day Abraham lift up his ejes, and 
saw the place afar off. And Abraliam said unto his 
young, men. Abide you here with the ass, and I and 
the lad will go yonder and worship^ and come again to 
you. 

And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offerings 
and laid it upon Isaac his son ; and he took the fire in 
his hand, and a knife : and they went both of them 
together. 

)t And Isaac «pake unto Abraham hi& father, and said. 
My father : and he said, here am I, ray son. And he 
said, Behold the fire and the wood ; but where is the 
lamb for a burnt oflfering ? 

And AJbraham said. My son, God will provide him^ 
self a lamb for a burnt ofiering ; so they went both of 
tliem together. 

And they came to the place which God had told him 
of: and Abraham built an altar there, and laid the 
wood in order ; and bound Isaac his son, and laid him 
on the dtar upon the wood. 

And Abraham stretched forth his hand, and took 
the knife to slay his son. And the Angel of the Lokd 
called unto him out of heaven, and said Abraham^ 
Abraham ; and he said. Here am I. 

And he said. Lay not thy hand upon the lad, neither 
do thou any thing unto him, for now I know that thoa 
Nearest God, seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, 
thine only son from me. 

And Abraham lifled up his eyes, and looked, an^ 

behold behind him a ram caught in a thicket by his 

horns: and Abraham went and took the ram, and 

, Abraham offered him up for a burnt offering, in the 

i stead of his son. 

VOL. I. G And 
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And Abraham called the name of diat place Jeho- 
vah-jireh: as it is said to this day. In the mount of the 
Lord it shall be seen. 

And the Angel of the Lord called unto Abrahttu 
out of heaven the second time, and said. By myself 
have I sworn, saith the Lord, for beqause thou hast 
done tliis thing, and hast not withheld thy son, thiM 
only son : 

That in blessing I will bless thee, and in muUiplying 
I will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven, and 
as the sand which is upon the sea-shore ; and thy seed 
ifaall possess the gate of his enemies ; and in thy seed 
shall all the ^atious of the earth be blessed ; because 
thou hast obeyed my voice* 

So Abraham returned unto his young men, and th^ 
rose up and went together to Beer-sheba ; and Abra- 
ham dwelt at Beer*sheba. 

And it came to pass, afler these things, that it was 
told Abraham, saying, Behold, Milcah she hatli also 
lK>m children unto thy brother Nahor ; 

Huz his first-bom, and Buz his brother, and Kemuel 
the father of Aram, 

And Cbesed, and Hazo, and Pildash, and Jidlapb, 
and Bethuel. 

And Bethuel was the father of Rebekah. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is said, that ** God did tempt Abraham,** by which 
we are to understand no more than that he tri^d him; 
for it appears from the sequel, that the Lord had ds 
design of leading Abraham into sin. God cannot be I 
tempted to do evil, neither doth He at any time tempt 
men in this sense of the word *. 

• Jam. i. 13, 14. 

The 
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The ramibUiD) on which Abraham was commanded 
t^ofibr his son hamct was the same on which the Tern- 
(de of Sdomon wasufterwards built. 

A greater trial could not hare been proposed for BXky 
human being, than to require an affectionate father to 
saerifice, as beasts were sacrificed, a son, in whom tho 
hopes of his flunily's becoming a great nation were 
ce nter ed ; yet we find Abraham, with the utmost com-' 
poBure, making ererj requisite preparation for thi^ 
purpose. 

The good pa^arch had so long been accustomed to 
trust in Odd, that faith in the Dirine promises wair 
become a settled lu^t, a fixed principle in his nature. 
The repeated assurances, which the Lord had given 
him, ihat in Imoc his seed should be called^ left him no 
room to fear thai he should eventually be deprived of 
him. It is impossiUe to tell what passed in Abra- 
ham^ mind while he pursued his journey ; but there 
is reason to think, from what he said to his young men, 
and from his answer to Isaac, that Faith produced 
HopCf and thsit he regarded GoD'a conmumd as a trialg 
act as a temptation. 

When arrived at the place to which he was directed 
to go, Abraham saw no lamb provided, as he seems €» 
have expected* llie command of the Loan was ex- 
press. Take turn t^ son^ thine onl^ son IsaaCy tvhom thaU' 
IcDesty and offer him fir a burnt offering. A pain&l cottp' 
iict, no doubt, arose in Abraham's bosom. There were 
a diousand considerations to deter him from killing his 
son. How could ke bear to part with his darling child I 
What would Isaac't poor afflicted motlier say ? In what 
It^ would the world regard this inhuman action t 
And what would become of the hopes of a Mimerous^ 
seed, if the branch that was to produce them should be 
eat#iF by his own unnatural hand? In opposition to 

Q 2 these 



( 124 ) 

these weighty reasons, the promises of Qo« presented 
themselves to Abraham's nrind, with a thsmkful re^ 
membrance of the numberless blessings that had been 
conferred on him. Could he disobey such a gracious 
Being? Gratitude forbade this. Did he not kaow^ 
that the power of God was infinity? Could he thea 
dare to offend him ? He had at first received Isaac as 
a gift from God, out of the common course of nature: 
Who could tell, but that the Lord might design to 
shew forth his power, by raising his. son from the 
dead ? At all events, it was his indispensaUe duty to 
obe^i for, besides the natural claim which the Creator 
has to the obedience of his creatures, Abraham had 
entered into a solemn covenant to serve the Lord with 
a perfect heart; he therefore determined to fulfil the 
Divine will, trusting to the infinite mercy of God to 
save him from the miseries that threatened him. Ani- 
mated by piety, and supported by the hope, that fais 
son, idio was now devoted to God, would be given to 
him again, even Jrom the dead *, Abraham forbore to 
expostulate, or to entreat the Lord to alter his Divine 
purposes, ' but took the knife in his hand, and l^ed up 
Ills arm to give the fatal stroke. This God^ regarded 
as an evident proof that his faith was an active prtnd' 
fle^ not resting in the inward belief of his own mind, 
but ready to shew itself to the world in such vxnrks as 
were necessary to prove his fear of God, and reliance 
on those Divine promises, which had been vouchsafed 
to him. The purpose* was now fully answered, for 
which the Divine command had been given ; and the 
Lord shewed, that he was far from wishing for the 
death of Isaac, by desiring Abraham not to do waj 
tiling unto him* 

• Heb. xi. 17, IS, 19. 

What 
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What a transport of joy must this good man have 
hk^ when he heard the Angel of the Lord calling to 
him, and saw a ram (agreeably to the mshes^ and per- 
haps the prayers of his heart) ready to supply on the 
ahar the place of his dear son ! And how must his joy 
ha?e been redoubled, when the eternal God, in an au- 
dible voice, speaking by His Angel or Image, confirmed 
in heaven, with an oath, the promises He had before 
made on earth, that they might endure when this pe- 
rishing world should be no more I We cannot suppose, 
that the Angel of the Lord, who called to Abraham, 
was a created being j for why should God, who had 
repeatedly conversed with this Patriarch in His own 
Difoine Person^ on this occasion alone employ a minis* 
lering spirit f To prevent his thinking so, Abraham 
was assured, that He, who now spake, was the same 
God who had commanded him to offer up his son ; the 
cams Lono he had been accustomed to hold, converse 
with ; still manifesting the D e.ity to his outward senses, 
though with more solemnity than He had ever done 
before. 

The^ Apostle to the Hebrews confirms the opinion, 
that it was the Supreme Being' who took this oath; 
for he says, because Gop could svoear by no greater^ He 
rware by Himself, Willing more abundantly to shetv to 
the heirs of promise the immutability of his counsely He 
coT^rmed it by an oath ; that, by two immutable things^ 
(viz. His Promise and his Oath) those tvho Jledjbr 
refuge to the hope set before them^ might have a strong 
insolation *. 

It is to be observed, that God pledged himself by 
this oath to make good his promises, not only to Abra- 
ham and his immediate posterity, but to all the nations 
^fihe earth. 

r Heb. Ti. 13,17,18. 

g3 It 
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It has been a question in dispute, whether line con- 
sented to the offering which hi$ father made. Moit 
likely he did ; for, according to hia age, which is. sup- 
posed to have been at least 24 or 25 years, he mult 
have been more powerful and active than so old a imh 
as Abraham, and could easily have wrested the sacri- 
ficial knife from his hand, or prevented his binding him 
by fleeing away; and it appears, that there was as goed 
an understanding between Isaap and his father after- 
wards, as before. 

From the example of Abraham we lean), ^^XfMk 
is not complete without 'morks of obedience; and thit it 
is our duty to submit, without munm»r}«g, to «U the dif- 
pensations of Goi>. None of us will be called to lo 
severe a trial as Abraham was: we shall not be requiiad 
to oifer up our sons as burnt offering) ; but Go9 aosy 
see fit to take our children to bi»self, and deprive «s 
of them» In this esse let nn uaii xo rsma the Drtufii^ 
promises^ which teach Christians to leak forward with 
joyful expectation to a resurrection fram the dasdt 
when all who, like Abraham, hath believed and obe^t 
will, as his seed, be blessed with immortal Hfe and ever* 
lasting happiness. 

SECTION XXVI. 

THE DBATH AMD .9VRIAL OF I^RAH, 

From Genem^'Khap* xxiiL 
Ahd Sarah was an hundred and seven and tweaty 
years old : these were the years of the life of Sarah. 
And Sarah died in Kirjath-arba ; the same is Hebron 
in the land of Canaan : and Abraham came to mourn 
for Sarah, and to weep for her. 

And Abraham stood up from before his dead, and 
spake unto the sons of Heth, saying, I am a stranger and 
a sojourner with you : give me a posse^on of a burying 

place 
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place with you, that I may bury my dead out of nfy 
Bight. 

And the children of Heth answered Abraham, saying 
unto hioa, Hear us, my lord ; thou ait a mighty prince 
amongst us ; in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy 
idead : none of us shall withhold from thee his sepul- 
chre, but tliat thou mayest bury thy dead. 

And Abraham stood up, and Uowed himself to the 
people of the land, even to the children of H^th» 

And he communed with them saying. If it be your 
mind that I should bury my dead out of my sight, hear 
me, and entreat for me to Ephron the son of Zohar : 
that he may give me tlie cave of Machpelah, which lie 
hath, which is in the end of his field ; for as much 
money as it is worth he shall give it me, for a -posses- 
•ion of a burying. place amongst you. 

And Ephron dwelled amoDg the children of Heth^ 
And Ephron the Hittite answered Abraham in the au« 
dience of the children of Heth, even of all that went 
in at the gates of this city, saying. Nay, my lord, hear 
me : the field give I thee, and the cave that is therein, 
I give it thee ; in the presence of th^ sons of my people 
give I it thee : bury thy dead. 

And Abraham bowed down himself before the pcople> 
of the land. And he spake unto Ephron in the audience 
of the people of the land, saying, But if thou wilt give 
it, I pray thee hear me : I will give thee money for the 
field; take it of me, and I will bury my dead there. 

And Ephron answered Abraham, saying unto him-, 
My lord, hearken unto me : the land is worth four hun- 
jdred shekels of silver ; what is th.it betwixt' me and 
thee ? buiy therefore thy dead. 
' And Abraham hearkened unto Ephron, and Abra. 
ham wdghed to Ephron the silver, which he had 
oamed in the^udience of the sons of Heth^ four hun« 
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dred tliekeb i^ sihrer, cmroit monej with the mein- 
chant. 

And th€ field of EpbroD, which was in Machpelah, 
which was before ^famre, the field and the cave which 
was therein, and all the trees that were in the field, that 
were in all the borders round about, were made sure 
unto Abraham for a possession in the presence of the 
diildren of Keth, before all that went in at the gates 
of his city. 

And after this, Abraham buried Sarah his wife in tlie 
cave of the field of Machpelah, before Mamre : the 
same is Hebron in the land of Canaan. 

And the field and the cave that is therein were made 
sure unto Abraham, for a possession of a borying-place, 
by the sons of Heth. 

ANNOTATIONS axd REFLECTIONS. 

We find from this section, that Abraham understood 
the promises which God had made to his family of the 
whole land of Canaan, as relating to a distant period 
of time ; and therefore did not attempt to seize on any 
part that was in the possession of others, but was con- 
tented with the liberty he enjoyed of living quietly as 
a stranger and sojourner^ changing his abode occasisn- 
ally, as the exigencies of his affairs required. On the 
other hand, the people of the land regarded him as a 
person of distinction and consequence, particularly fa- 
voured by the God of heaven and earth *. 

The gates of cities ih those days, and for many ages 
after, were the places of judicature and public resort. 
Here the governors and eiders of cities went to hear 
complaints, and administer justise, make conveyances,, 
titles of estates, &c. So that Abraham could not have 
made his purchase, without going to the city gates. 

• See Gen. xxi. 2:2, 

The 
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* 

The silver which Abraham paid for the purchase of 
the field and the cavQ^ amounted to about sixty pounds 
of our money. 

Sarah lived tp a good old age, and had the happiness 
of seeing her son Isaac grow to man's estate { and it ap« 
pears, that Abraham was sensibly ^ected withher loss^ 
for it is said he came to mourn for her ; and he was 
very solicitous to procure a sepulchre, that her remains 
might not be removed by the natives of the place* 

The history of this transaction between Abraham 
and the people of Heth, affords a pleasing example ei 
politeness and hospitality, generosity and justice^ 

SECTION XXVII. 

THE MARRIAGE OF ISAAC WITH REBEKAH* 

From Genesi§^ Chap, xxiv, and xxv, 

AvB Abraham was old, and well stricken in age: 
and the Lord had blessed Abraham in all things* 

And Abraham said unto his eldest servant of hi^ 
house that ruled over a>l that he had. Put, I pray thee^ 
thy hand under my thigh : 

And I will make thee swear by the Lord, the God 
of heaven, and the God of the earth, that thou shalt 
not take a wife unto my son of the daughters of tho 
Canaanites, among whom I dwell : 

But thou shalt go into my country, and to my kin* 
dred, and take a wife unto my son Isaac. 

And the servant said unto him, Peradveature the 
woman will not be willing to follow me unto this land : 
HQUSt I needs bring thy son again u^to the land frem 
whence thou earnest? 

And Abraham said unto him^ Beware thou, that thou 
bring not my son thither again.. 

The Lord God of heaven, which took me from my 
father's hom^^ and from the land of my kindred,, and 
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which spake ynto me, and that sware unta me, sayfn^ 
Unto th J seed will I give this land ; he shall send his 
angel before thee, and thou shalt take a wife unto mj 
son from thence. 

And if the woman will not be willing to follow tbee, 
then thou shalt be clear from this mj oath, only bring 
aot my son thither again* And the servant put his 
hand under the thigh of Abraham his master, and sware 
to him concerning that matter. 

And the servant took ten camels, of the camels of bis 
master, and departed (for all the goods of his master 
were in his hand :) and he arose and went to Blesopo* 
tamia, unto the city of Nahor. 

And he made his camels to kneel down without the 
city, by a well of water, at the time of the evening, even 
the time that women go out to draw water. 

And he said, O Lord God of my master Abnrfiani} 
I pray thee send me good speed this day, and shew 
kkidness onto my master Abraham : 

And let it come to pass, that the damsel to whom I 
shall say. Let down thy pitcher, I pray thee, that I may 
drink ; and she shall say, Drink, and I will give thy 
camels drink also : let the same be ^e that thou hast 
appointed for thy servant Isaap ; and thereby shall I 
know, that thou hast shewed kindness unto my master. 

And it came to pass, before he had done spei^ing» 
that behold Rebekah came out, who was bom to Be^ 
thuel, son of Milcah, the wife of Nahor, Abraham's 
brother, with her pitcher upon her shoulder. And the 
daaisel was very ^emt to look upon ; and she went down 
to the well and filled her pitcher, and came up. 

And the servant ran to meet her, and said. Let mey 
1 pray thee^ drink a little water of thy pitcher. And 
ibe said, Drink, my lord : and she hasted and let down 
her pitcher upon her hand, and gave him drinks 

And iv)ieii she had doi^ giving him drink, she said, 

$ I will 
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i w31 draw water for thy camels also^ until they hate 
done drinkingt 

And she hasted> and emptied her pitcher into, the 
trough^ and ran again unto the well to draw water, 
and drew for all his camels^ 

And the man wondf^mg at her, held his peace, to 
wit, Whether the Load, had made his journey prosper- 
ous or not. 

And it came to pass, as the camel had done drink-^ 
bg, that ih^ roan took a golden ear-ring of half a 
shekel weight, and two bracelets for her hands, of ten 
shekels weight of gold ; and said. Whose daughter art 
thouil tell me^. I pray thee : is there room in thy fa-^ 
ther's^ house fbr us to lodge in ? 

And she said unto him, I am the daughter of Be- 
thuel, the son of Milcah, which she bare unto Nahor^ 
We have both straw and provender enough, and room 
to lodge in» 

And the man bowed down his head and worshipped 
the Lord. And he said, Blessed be the Lord God 
of my master Abraham, who hath not lefl destitute my 
master of his mercy and his truth : I being in the way, 
tile Lord led me to the house of my master's brethren. 

And the damsel ran, and told them of her mother's 
houses these things. And Rebekah had a brother, and 
hi» name was Laban, and Laban ran out unto the 
man, unto the well. 

And it came to- pass when he saw the ear-ring and 
bracelets upon his sister's hands, and when he heard the 
words of Rebekah his sister, saying, Thus spake the 
man. unto me ;.that he came unto the man, and behold 
he stood by the camels at the well. 

And he said. Come in,, thou blessed of the Lord ; 
wherefore standest thou without ? for I have prepared 
th^ bausei and r^yoixv for the camek* And the maa 
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oame into the house : and Laban ungirded his camelsi 
Btnd gave straw and provender for the camels, and water 
BO wash his feet, and the men's feet that were with him. 

And there was sat meat before him to eat : but he 
said, I will not eat until I have told mine errand. And 
Laban said, Speak on. 

And the steward said, I am Abraham's servant. 

And the Lo rd hath blessed my master greatly, and 
he is become great : and he hath given him flockS) and 
herds, and silver, and geld, and men-servants and maid* 
servants, and camels, and asses. 

And Sarah my master's wife bare a son to my master 
when she was old : and unto him hath he given all that 
he hath. 

And my master made me swear, saying. Thou shalt 
not take a wife to my son of the daughters* of the Ca- 
naaniteS; in whose land I dwell ; but thou shalt go unto 
my father's house, and to my kindred, and take a wife 
unto my son. 

And I said unto ray master, Peradventure the woman 
will not follow me. And he said unto me. The Lord 
before whom I walk, will send his angel with thee and 
prosper thy way ; and thou shalt take a wife for my 
son of my kindred, and of my father's house : 

Then shalt thou be clear from this my oath, when 
thou comest to my kindred ; and if they ghe not thee 
one, thou shalt be clear from my oath. 

And I came this day unto the well, and said, O Lord 
God of my master Abraham^ if now thou do prosper 
my way which I go : 

Behold I stand hj the well of water ; and it shall 
come to pass, that when the virgin cometh forth to 
draw water, and I say to her, Give me, I pray thee, a 
little water of thy pitcher to drink ; 
' And fbe say to moi Both drink thou, ahd I will also 
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draw for thy camels: let the same be the woman whom 
the Lord hath appointed out for my master^s son. 

And before I had done speaking in mine heart, be- 
hold Rebekah came forth with her pitcher on her 
shoulder ; and she went down unto the well, and drew 
water : and I said unto her, Let me drink, I pray thee. 

And she made haste, and let down her pitcher from 
her shoulder, and said. Drink, and I will give thy ca- 
mels drink also : so I drank, and she made the camels 
drink also. 

And 1 asked her, and said. Whose daughter art 
thou ? And she said, the 4aughter of Bethuel, Nahor's 
son, whom Milcah bare unto him : and I put the ear- 
ing upon her face, and the bracelets upon her handsw 

And I bowed down my head, and worshipped the 
Lord, and blessed the Lord God of my master 
Abraham, which had led me in the right way to take 
my master's brother's daughter unto his son. - 

And now if you will deal kindly and truly with my 
master, tell me ; and if not, tell me ; that I*may turn 
to the right hand, or to the lef^. 

Then Laban and Bethuel answered and said. The 
thing proceedeth from the Lord : we cannot speak 
unto thee bad or good. Behold, Rebekah is before 
thee, take her, and go, and let her be thy master's son's 
wife, as the Lord hath spoken. 

And it c^ne to pass, that when Abraham's servant 
heard their words, he worshipped the Lord, bowing 
himself to the earth. 

And the servant brought forth jewels of silver, and 
jewels of gold, and raiment,, and gave them to Rebe« 
kah : he gave also to her brother and to her mother 
precious things. 

And they did eat and drink, he and the men that 
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Wttrs with hHBy and tarried all mght : and they roie dpr 
in the morning, and he said. Send me airaj unto tOf 
master. 

And her brother and her mother said. Let the dam- 
sel abide with ns a few dap, at the least ten ; after that 
she shall go. And he said unte them, Hinder me not, 
seeing the Lord hath prospered mj way ; send me 
away, that I may go to my master* 

And they said, we wiil call the damsel, and enqaice 
at her mouth. And they called Rebekah, and said unto 
her. Wilt thou go with this man I And she said, I 
will go. 

And they sent away Rebekah their sister, and hor 
nurse, and Abraham's servant, and his men. And thtj 
blessed Rebekah, and said ui^o her^ Thou art our sister, 
be thou the mother of thousands of millions, and 1st 
thy seed possess the gate of those which hate themi 

And Rebekah arose, and her damsels, and they rode* 
upon the camels, and followed the man : and the ser* 
rant took Rebekah, and went his way. 

And Isaac came from ijtie way o£ the weU Lahai-'roi^ 
for he dwelt in the south country. And he went out 
to meditate in the field at the even»tide ; and he Ulited 
vp his eyes, and saw, and behaki the camels wei^ eem^ 
ing. 

And Rebekah lifted up her eyes,, and when she saw 
Isaac, she lighted off the camel ; for she had saint unte^ 
the servant. What man is this that walkelh in the field 
to meet us ? And the servant had said. It is mj mastei^, 
therefore she took a veil and covered heraelf. 

And the servant told Isaac all thhsgs ttet he had 
done. And Isaac brought her into his mother Sandi's^ 
tent, and took Rebekah, and she became his mSeit aad 
lie loved hei^ and Isnae was eAmfoitf ed i^tec his mo« 
diet's death. 

Ijaas 
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Isaao was forty years old when be lock to wife Re- 
hekak the daughter of Bethiiel the Syrian, of Padiu> 
araniy the sister to Laban the Syrian. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Nahor very probably either removed with his father 
Terah (as Abraham did) from Ur, in Chaldea* and set- 
tied at Haran, in Mesopotamia, or not long after fol- 
lowed them thither. We find that the promises of 
God, as far as they related to Abraham's personal pros- 
perity and happiness, were abundantly fulfilled ; for he 
was blessed in all things^ and had as full enjoyment of 
the land of Canaan, as his circumstances would admit 
of: the entire possession of the country would have 
be^i an incmnbrance to him, and disadvantageous to 
his posterity, for he could not have peopled it all, and 
the parts unocc^ied would have been over-run with 
wild beasts, and covered with briars and brambles, be«> 
ibre his descendants could increase into a nation. 

It was very natural that Abraham should wish to see 
Isaac settled before he died ; and as the people whtfi 
surrounded him were idolaters, he certainfy would have 
been very unhappy bad Isaac made an intimate dlianee 
with them, especially as it had been revealed to Abra- 
ham, that their presumptuous wickedness would pro- 
voke the Lord to cut them off at last. 

It would have been an imprudent step, if Abraham 
had sufl^red his son to leave the land of Canaan, and go 
to the very place from whence he himself had been 
esAled by the Lord. Besides the good Patriarch knew 
that in Mesopotamia, even thosewho adhered totlietrue 
God, had greatjy corrupted His holy worship, and that 
the generaHty of the people were very much addicted t« 
idolalry ; in thi^case, Isaaewould'havebeeB exposed t9 
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the danger of being dr^wn away from his duty, had he 
gone thither in search of a wife. Besides, he might 
have fancied som^ other woman in the country, instead 
of one of his own kindred, and by this means have 
made an improper match. 

Abraham considered that his own life was very un- 
certain ; and knowing the fidelity and discretion of 
Eliezer, he appointed him the guardian, of his son in 
this momentous affair. 

The oath which Abraham required his steward to 
take, was the most solemn one then in use» 

It does not appear that Eliezer was visibly conducted 
by an angel^ but it is likely that Abraham, in sending 
him, acted agreeably to Divine direction, and that he 
had received assurances from the Lord God of heaven 
and earthy that an extraordinary providence should at- 
tend this expedition. The readiness of Eliezer to un« 
dertake it, shews, that }ie was a pious good man, 
worthy of this important trust ; and his subsequent be- 
haviour was such as might justly be expected from a 
person trained in Abraham's house. The prayer Eliezer 
offered, was exactly suited to the occasion, which was 
so difficult a one, that without some sign from the 
Lord, he would have been utterly at a loss how to pro- 
ceed, for he was not acquainted with a single person in 
the country ; and had he opened his business to stran- 
gers, he would have been in great danger of imposi- 
tion. 

In those dajrs, they had not contrivances for convey- 
ing water from place to place by pipes as we now have j 
nor indeed would it have been worth their while to be 
at the trouble and expence of making them, because 
they frequently changed their situation ; which obhged 
them to have public wells, and to water their flocks at 
stated times, when all the young women used to attend^ 



it being part of their business to look after the sltee;). 
This was the occasion that brought Rebekah to the 
place where Eliezer had his first interview with her. 

It is evident from his thanksgiving at the well, and 
the relation ho gave of the sentiments which succes- 
sively arose in his mind, that Eliezer perceived the pro- 
vidence of God disposing all events for the accomplish- 
ment of the business he was employed in. And we 
may also judge, from the ready concurrence of Rebekah 
and her friends, that they were of the same opinion. 

There is one particular in Rebekah's conduct, whicli 
shews her character iri a very pleasing light ; that is her 
humanity to the camels *. When she went to ^the 
well and beheld the poor weary beasts, though she knew 
not to whom they belonged, she was moved with com- 
passion towards them, and offered, without the least 
solicitation, to dra'v the water for them all^ Thw wak a 
very labor^us employment for a young woman to un- 
dertake, considering that camels are very large crea- 
tures, and that they drink water in great abundance 
to serve them for long travel, in dry deserts, and Re- 
bekah had no less than ten of them to satisfy ; yet she 
performed her promise, and drew for them all. Her 
brother Laban likewise was so attentive to the necessi- 
ties of the beasts, that before he gave the men any re- 
freshment, he ungirded the camels, and gave them pro- 
vender to eat, and straw to lie down and rest on. Com- 
passion urged him to take the first care of those crea* 
tares that could not take care of themselves. 

How admirable was the fidelity of Eliezer. He^ 
would neither eat nor drink, till he had executed his 
^mmission. 

The readiness of Rebekah to leave her friends, and of 

• Dr. Priinalt*8 Pissertatioo. 
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theib to part with her, shewed a firm trust m the Lord. 
The blessing pronounced on her at parting, seems to 
allude to the Everlasting Covenant. This afterwards 
became a solemn form of benediction in the marriage 
ceremony among the Jews. 

The marriage of Isaac appears to have taken place 
soon after the death of his mother. 

In former sections we read, that the Lord on many 
occasions visibly interposed in Abraham's temporal con- 
cerns. We find in this portion of Scripture a wonder- 
ful concurrence of circumstances, that could scarcely 
have happened by chance. Abraliam's servant was not 
favoured with a visible manifestation of the Deity, yet 
he clearly discerned a particular Providence in the oc- 
currences which befel him^ and acknowledged with 
thankfulness the goodness of the Lord. 

M^j V...O C<m«*.*«p:2, wf9 circ Jiisirucieu lo ascriDe oufehc* 
|Des8 and prosperity in the affairs of this life, to the 
merciful guidance and direction of an over-ruling Pro- 
vidence : for what the Lord did for Elie«er, He still 
continues to do for all who put their trust in Him. A 
man^s heart (says Solomon*) deviseth his tioay^ hut the 
Lord directeth his steps. 

It is to be observed, that Eliezer did not throw him- 
self entirely upon Providence : in the first place he so* 
lemnly resolved to do what his duty required ; he then 
employed those means for the accomplishment of his 
purpose, which human reason would in that case na- 
turally suggest (providing himself with such a retinue 
and presents, as were likely to procure him credit and 
attention) ; and having done this, he prayed to the 
Lord God to dispose those contingencies which were 
not in his own power. Let us in every important affair 
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pursue- ^ I&e method ; and if our wishes Are eroirned 
with succesSy let us not pride ourselves in the wisdom 
of our own contrivances, but, with humility and thank* 
fuhiess, acknowledge the goodness of the SupJiSMX 
DiRBGTOR efaU evenUf as £liezer did* 

SECTION XXVIII. 

THE BIRTH OF ESAU AND JACOB. 

From Genesis, Chap, xxv* 

And Isaac entreated the Lord for his wife, because 
she had no children, and the Lord granted his prayen 

And Eebekah went to enquire of the Lord, and the 
I>oaD revealed to her that two nations should proceed 
fram her, and that they should be two manner of peo« 
pie; tniit tllf one people or nation should be stronger 
ihm the other; and that the eider shoulu serve the 
younger. 

And Rebekah bare twin sons, and she called the 
first-bom Esau, and the younger she called Jacob. 
And Isaac was threescore years old when she bare them. 

And the boys grew : and Esau was a cunning hunter, 
a roan of the field ; and Jacob was a plain man dwell- 
ing in tents. And Isaac loved Esau, because he did 
eat of his venison : but Rebekah loved Jacob. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

As Isaac was heir to the promises, it was very natu- 
ral for him to be desirous of having a son^ that he might 
transmit the inheritance to the next generation ; howt- 
ever, it seems that he waited with patient resignation 
for 20 years, and then his hope beginning to fail, he 
solemnly and earnestly entreated the Lord to grant 
him an increase of family. 

By 
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By the expression Rebekah enquired off he £ioRD» we 
may understand that God stiil continued, by immedMite 
revelation f to make his will known to his chosen ser* 
rants. 

The |)re diction given to Rebekah, on this occasion^ 
was a very remarkable one, and, from its accomplish, 
ment, will be found to relate not personally to the chil- 
dren that were to be born of her, but wa^/owcr^^ to their 
posterities ; and the Apostle to the Hebrews refers to 
it as a proof, that the purpose and intention of God, 
according to his own free choice, was the only rule and 
standard for his choosing one nation rather than an- 
other, to be his peculiar people, not any works or merit 
on the part of man ; for this declaration was made be- 
fore the persons from whom these two nations were 
to proceed, were born ; consequently, before they had 
done good to deserve, or evil to f9ifeit the Divine Fa- 
vour*. 

As the children grew up, their genius and disposition 
led them to different pursuits ; but there was nothing 
in the manner of Jacob that indicated his future su- 
periority to his brother : on the contrary, Esau was of 
an active enterprising spirit, Jacob of a quiet domestic 
turn. 

SECTION XXIX. 

THE DEATH OF ABRAHAM. 

From Genesis^ Chap. xxv. 

When Sarah was dead Abraham took anotlier wife, 
and her name was Keturah ; and she bare him six sons, 
Zimram, Joksham, Medan, Midian, Ishbak, and Shuah. 

• Sec Rom. ix, 10, 11, 12. See aUa Taylor's Paraphrase tn this 
chapter of Romans. 

• And 
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, And the «oa8 of Jokshan, w^re Sheba artd Dedai. 
And ^e sons of Dedaa Were Asshurim, Letushim, and 
Leummim. And the sons of Midian ; Ephah, Eper, 
Hanoch^ Abidah, and Eldaah* All these were the 
dtiidren of Ketarah. 

And Abraham gave all that he had in the land of 
Canaan unto Isaac. But unto the other sons wiiich 
Abraham had, he gave gifts, and sent them away fro^i 
Isaac, eastward, unto the east country, while he ye% 
lived. 

And these are the days of the years of Abraham's 
Mfe, which he lived, an hundred threescore and fifteen 
years. 

Then Abraham gave up the ghost, and died in a good 
old age, an old man, and full of years ; and was gather-* - 
ed to his people. 

And his sons Isaac and Ishmael buried him in the / 
cave^f Machpelah, in the field of Ephron, the son of 
Zohar, the Hittite, which is before Mamre ; 

The field which Abraham purchased of the sons of 
Heth : there was Abraham buried^ and Sarah his wife* 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

Who Keturah was, whom Abraham married, is not 
tnown ; but, without doubt, if she had ever been ai) 
idolatress, she was not so when he took her as his wife, 

*It had been predicted by the Lord, that Abraham 
should be the father of many nations, and* he lived to 
see the sons and grandsons, from whom they were to 
proceed, grow up ; and so considerable were his pos- 
sessions, that he was enabled to give them all portions, 
without any injury to his son Isaac. They settled com- 
fortably in different places, and multiplied and prospered 
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exeetdin^y. In time, each family become a nation^ 
and tkeir descendants branched out into other natioas: 
ao that all the generations could not be numbered iiidi« 
vidua}l7 by human artj any more than tlie dust of the 
earthy the sand on the sea-shore, or the stars in the 
flrmament *• 

Ishmael, in particular, was successful to a rcaarlri. 
degree ; and had, as the Lord promised, twelve sons, 
fHio became princes, mkd confederated together, se ai 
to form a great nation f • 

This wonderful prosperity was doubtless conndered 
by Abraham as the completion of that part of the Tewt^ 
poral Covenant, which related to himself, and was an 
earnest of the completion of the Everlasting Cofoenant, 
In this sense we should regard this passage of Saored 
History, and learn from it to place a strong confidence 
in the promises of God j:, respecting this covenant, 
made known to us in hk Holy Word, but which still 
remain to be fulfilled. 

The other branches of Shem's family increased also, 
as did the posterity of JapheUi and Ham. Those de* 
scended from Canaan, as we observed before, were 
the idolatrous nations, whose land was given as an in- 
heritance to the descendants of Abraham. 

In providing for his other sons, Abraham had care- 
fully reserved for Isaac all his property that was annexed 
to the covenant, which God had vouchsafed to make 
with him respecting the land of Canaan, a large tract 
of which must, by this time, have been overspread by 
his numerous flocks and herds. The good Patriarch 
took a very proper measure in sending his other sons 
to settle in distant places ; for it was the only probabit 

* Gen. xiii. 16. zv. 5. xzii. 17. 1 See Gen. xzy. 

t Gen. ZTiii 19. 
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way of pyeveoUflg ammo^ties aad j^cnuiei aniMgtt 
thim« 

We find, by the account that is here given us of the 
years of Abraham's life, that the Divine pronuse * re« 
specting this particular, was faithAiUy fulfilled, for he 
lived to a good old age^ considering that the period of 
man's life was greatly contracted after the flood. It is 
said, that he xmi gathered to his people. This expres- 
sion is synonymous with that in the prophecy, Thorn 
ihalt go to thyfathersj and cannot allude to the inter- 
ment of his body^ because his fathers were buried in a 
distant part of the world. 

Having brought the history of Abraham to a period, 
and seen that he was faithful to the Lord, and that the 
Lord was true to all his promises respecting him, let us 
emulate the example of the good Patriarch, that we 
may be reckoned among his children. 

The history of Abraham abounds with wonderful 
events, and exhibits the character of this good man in 
di&rent points of view. We sometimes find him 
guilty of faults, which shew that he was subject to the 
infirmities of human nature ; but it is proved by a va- 
riety of instances, that his faith in God's promises, and 
obedience to the Divine commands, were such, as justly 
entitle him to be called the Father of the Faithful ; and 
it is this part of his character that is proposed to our 
imitation* Let us then imitate the good Patriarch, 
that we may at length obtain (through the infinite 
mercy of God) a share of the blessings provided as the 
reward of faith and obedience by Him who changeth 
not f ; neither will he break his covenant, or alter the 
tiling that is gone out of His mouth. The Lord hath 

* Gen. XT. 15. '^ Mi^. iii. 6* Jaiife i. 17. 
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and it shall stand, tb&t in the seed qfAbrakmn mU Ihe iftt* 
-^ons ^ the earth shmU be hkuod* 

SECTION XXX. ' 

THE DEATH OF ISHMAEL. 

Fr<im Gmesi$f Cknj^. zxv* 

And it came to pass, after the death of Abraham, 
that God blessed his son Isaac ; and Isaac dwelt by the 
well Lahai-roi. 

And Ishmael, Abraham's son, whom Hagar the 
Egyptian, Sarah's handmaid, bare, had twelve sons, and 
these are their names : Nebajoth, Kedar, Abdeel, Mib- 
sam, Mishma, Dumah, Masse, Hadar, Tema, Jetur, 
Naphish, and Kedemah. 

These are the sons of Ishmael, and these are their 
names, by their towns, and by their castles ; twelve 
princes according to their nations. 

And Ishmael and his sons dwelt from Havilah unto 
Shur, that is before Egypt, in the way to Assyria. 

And these are the years of the life of Ishmael, an 
hundred and thirty and seven years ; and he gave up 
the ghost, and died, and was gathered unto Lis people 
and he died in the presence of all his bretliren, 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We find from this account of the family of Ishmael, 
that the Divine Promise made to Abraham concerHing 
him, was literally fulfilled, for he had twelve sons who 
were pritices, and a great nation proceeded from him, 
which has existed In an independent state down to the 
present time, called now Arabs* 

It appears, that Isaac and Ishmael lived in harmony 

together. 
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liflBoorabie bumk to libeir fiilher. Neither had Ishmael 
mifcmmttafniytiietemportdprosperiitfoihisbrti^er^ 
br hmng the advantage of being born so many yaen 
befarehim, bis famiy bad inultqplied greatly, and wai 
become of oonsef uonce in the world, befiN» bsac bad 
any children grown up* 

Itis related of Idimael, tlmt fe dkd in tkepr w ence of 
all his brethren^ Before his birth, it was predicted of 
bim, that he shmdd he a wild man ; thai kiit hand would 
be against every one^ and every one's hand against him; and 
thai he should dtodl in the presence of all his brethren^ 
We do not read of any particular contests which Ish^ 
mael had with the other descendants of Abraham ; but 
it may be inferred from these passages, that having 
permission from God to dwell in a certain part of the 
world, he and his posterity resolutely maintained posses- 
sion of ity and were blessed with success, in spite of the 
invasions and opposition wMch the natives of the adja* 
cent countries might think fit to make, to prevent their 
establi^nnent. Of the present race o£ Arabs, who are 
supposed to be the original descendants of Ishmael, it 
Biay literally be said that their hands have ev&r been 
against every one% and every one*s hand against them /> 
•ad yet tncy have continued to Vtoe in the presence of all 
tkeir brethren^ for they were never wholly sobdued^' 
even by the greatest conquerors of the earth : but it 
appears like injustice to Ishmari «id his sons, to sup* 
pose, that they were robbers by profession, because the 
present wild Arabs are so : it is much more reasonable* 
snd candid to imagme, that the pr^ence of seiaing the 
property of others, as a lawful right derived from their 
progenitor is a corruption of kter tkofst. Tbe Loan 
would not luure placed any set of people in a aituatiott- 
where they should be under a necessity of practising. 

Jlou I H immorality ; 
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jimMfdiiljrv much lem a sod of Abraham, -one -ei 
Mfhem He hftd premised to bestow an extraordimuy 
))lefsiAg. Jf^the Isbmaeliteshad « large 'timet of cotm- 
ixy to tbecQselves,* astbe Scriptures iofiMrm ns they had* 
iher^ was no occasion for them.te inj«re others, for 
jtbelr own ^erritorji^ were ^uffiotent Id afford them af* 
fluence. 

Abraham lived to see the sobs of /Isaac fifteen years 
«li 

It is a ^ceat confirmation of 4he truth of ihe pro- 
phecies in general, to see so ancient a one fulfilling at 
this rery time. How wonderful it is to think that 
there should exist a Being so infinitely wise, as to see at 
once the beginning and the end of all things, even be* 
fore they are creat^dj and such a Being is Qou. 

«ECTION XXXL 

HISTORY OJP ISAAC. 

From Genets, Chap. xxvi. 

And there was a famine in the land, besides the first 
fitn\iBe that was in the day^ of Abraham. And ^ 
Lord appeared unto Isaac, and «aid, go not down inls 
£g3rpt : dwell in the land which I shaH teH thee of: 

Sojowm in this land, and I will be with thee, and 
vill bless thee : for unto thee and unto thy seed I will 
give all those countries, and I wiH perform the oath 
wjhich I sware unto Abraham thy father: 

And I will make thy seed to multiply as the stars at 
heaven; and I will give unto thy seed, all these coun- 
tries : and in thy seed shall all the nations of the eaith 
be blessed. 

. Because that Abraham obeyed my voice, and kept 
tayoharge^ my commandmei^ my statutesi andnqr 

- .. And 



And Isawc wbi^ aula AMmdeeb, king^^of tHe PMlis- 
,tiuijBs» unto Gerar • 

And Absnelech the king cbai^M his gervattts, Sfty^ 
iBg, He^bat toucbetfa this man or hie 'wife, shall sortiy 
beput to death. ' , * 

Then Isaac sowed in that land, and receiired iuthe 
flame year an hundred fold : and the Lord blessed Mm; 
And the man waxed great, and went forward^ and'greW 
until he became very great. 

For he had possessions of flocksi and possessions df 
herds, and great stores of servants : A^iid the Philstines 
envied him. For all the wells which his fkther^s ser- 
vants had digged in the days of Abraham, his father, 
tbe Philistines had stepped them, and filled tliem with 
earth. 

And Abimelech said unto Isaac, Gro from us, for thou 
art much nughtier than we. And Isaac departed 
thence, and pitched his tent in the valley of Gerar, and 
dwelt there. 

And Isaac digged again the wells of water which 
they had digged in the days of Abraham his &ther ; for 
the PhUistineshad stopped them after the death of 
Abraham : and he called their names after the imraef 
by which his father had called them. 

And Isaac's servants digged in the valley, and found 
there a well of springing water. And tlie herdmen of 
Gerar did strive with Isaac's herdman, sayings Tha 
water is cur's ; and he called the name of the well Esek, 
because they strove with him. 

And they digged another well, and strove for that 
also : and he called the name of it Sitnah. 

And he removed from thence, and digged another 
well, and for that they strove not; and he called the 
aame of it Rehoboth : and he said, tor now the Load 
hath made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in the 

hmd. 
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AmI ht went up Aom thaw c ig to Je c f t lieba. And 
the Lord appeared imto hint the same night, and aaid, 
I am the Gpi^ of Abraham thy &ther : fear not, for I 
am with theeiy aad will bleat thee, and muliiply thy 
aeed, for my senrant Abridiam's sake. 

And he boiUedan altar there, and called upon the 
same of the Lord, and pitched his tent there : and 
tiiere Isaac's servants digged a well. 

Then Abimelech went to him from Gerar, and 
Ahuazath one of bis friends, and Phichol the chief cap* 
tain of his army. And Isaac said unto them. Where* 
fore come ye to me, seeing ye hate me, and have sent 
me away ft^om you I 

And tliey said : We saw certainly that the Lord was 
with tliee: and we said, Let there be now an oath be* 
twLNt us, even betwixt us and tliee, and let us make a 
covenant with thee, that thou wiH do us no hurt, as wt 
have not touclved thee, and as we have done unto thee 
nothing but good, and have sent thee away in peace ; 
thou art now the blessed of the Lord. 

And he made them a feast, and they did eat anH 
driiik. And they rose up betimes in the morning, and 
sws^e oneito another: and Isaac sent them away, and 
they departed from him in peace. 

And it came to pass the same day, that Isaac's ser- 
vants cfMne and told him concerning the well which 
^th^.had digged, and said unto hio}. We have found 
water. .And he called it Sheba: .therefore t^ nams 
of the city is Be^r-sheba «j»t;o;this day. 



ANNOTATIONS aijd REFLECTIONS. 

Famine is reckoned amongthose judgements which art 
inflicted by the hand of God, to-awakea wicked nations 



to I sense of their )Ans ♦. ' Thii which ISIip^enei m' th^ 
days of Isaac seems to have heen designed for the pu* 
nishment of the idolatrous people, tLnd shews that they 
were not cut off witlTout warnings. It ajppear^ that 
God commanded Isaac f to go from Canaan while tliS- 
famine lasted, and directed him to the land of the rhi* 
listines instead of Egjrpt, to which we may presume he 
had purposed to go. But before he departed he was 
taught to consider Canaan as his home ; and to dispel 
from his mind those fears which the famine naturnlfy 
gave rise to, the Covenant, which the Lord had for- 
n^ly made with Abraham, was fenewed to him ; and 
that Isaac might understand that God^s favour to hh 
faithful servants is not limited to the short time of their 
existence in this world, the Lord assured him, that, in 
granting the bles^ng to him, he meant to do a farther 
honour io Abraham, which implied that Abrnhatn still 
ekistedy though no longer on earth. 

The king of the Philistines could scarcely be tiie 
same with whom Abraham made an alliance; but it it 
imagined, that Abknelech was a general name for tlie 
loi^gs of that country. Isaac inconstderately practised 
the same kind of evasion which AbrahaHi had before 
done, by endeavouring t^ make his wifb pass for his 
sister ; but as this subject has already been considered |, 
it IS omitted in this section. 

The success which Isaac met with in the great in« 
crease of his first harvest in the land of the Philistines, 
and hia subsequent prosperity, were proofe that the 
Previdence of God constantly attended him. 

We cannot suppoae that the family of Isaac was equal 
ia number and power to the nation of the Philiatinea : 

• Sec Lev. ixvi. fO. Dent, xxviii. 23. Amos iv, 6. 
t I have taken Ihe Uberty of making a transpefrttion in this seo* 
tiou, which I hope the context jiistifk's. t See Section xvi. 

H 3 the 
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the expreasiot) of Abimelech, Thou art greater and migh' 
tier than toe, must not be understood literally, but com- 
paratively. The wonderful increase of Isaac's sub- 
stance had raised the envy of tli^Philistines, who mur- 
mured at seeing a foreigner more prosperous in their 
land than themselves. 

In the valley of Gerar, Isaac had a sort of hereditary 
right to dwell, for a former king had granted to his 
father the liberty of choosing any part of the country 
for his residence ; and this was the spot Abraham fixed 
upon : and Isaac had an undoubted claim to the wells 
which his father digged. Because that Patriarch had 
tLCUxdiWy purchased a title to them *. It was this consi- 
deration in all probability that chiefly influenced Isaac' 
to open them rather than dig new ones. Beer-^eba 
had been consecrated by Abraham, who planted a grove 
there, and built an altar to the Lord. No sooner was 
Isaac arrived at this sacred spot, than ho was honoured < 
with a divine vision, and a fresh ratification of the 
Covenant respecting temporal blessings : from U prin. ; 
ciple of gratitude for the promises vouchsafed to him,' 
we find that he also built an altar, and resolved to 
abide in that place. 

It seems that Abimelech feared the true God, or be 
would not have been so solicitous to make an alliance 
with Isaac, merely from a conviction that he was pecu- 
liarly blessed of the Lord. It is very remarkable, that 
the well which Abraham named Beer-sheba, or the well 
of the oath, in witness of the Covenant made between 
him and the king of the Philistines, should be dis- 
covered to Isaac on the very day that he was in similar 
circumstances. It is likely that the news arrived be- 
fore his royal giiest had left him, and that he restored 
the name to do honour to his father's memory; and 

• See Section xvi* 
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1^ that tile well might, agreeably to itt 6r«t destina-^ 
tion, serve as a testimony- of the covenant which he had 
just renewed. 

The name Phichol se^m» to liave titolnrly bdonged t» 
the office of chief captain of the army. Who Ahuzzath 
was we are noi told, but he was doubtless a pftraon of 
distinction. 

It is evident, from the wotds in which the promise at 
the beginning of this section was conveyed to Isaac, 
that the Divine Being who made it, was the same Lord 
that appeared to Abraham, and we find him in the se« 
cond vision calling himselfHhe God of Abraham* 

It is needless to expatiate further on this passage of 
Scripture : for, after contemplating the history of 
Abraham, the reflections and praeticd instruction it is 
calculated to convey, will naturally arise in the mind 
of an attentive reader. 

i 

SECTION XXXII. 

I 

a 

BSAU SELLBTH HI|S BIRTH-RIGHT<— tiE M ARRIZTU 

XWO WIVES. 

X 

I 

From Genesis, Chap* xxv. 

And Jacob sod pottage : and Esau came from thd 
field, and he was faint : and Esau said to Jacob, Feed 
aae, I pray thee, with that same red pottage ; for I am 
feint : therefore was his name called Edom. 

And Jacob said, Sell^e this day thy birth.right. 

And Esau said. Behold, I am at the point to diet 
and what profit shall this birth-right do to me ? 
. And Jacob said, Swear to me this day : and he sware 
ante him : and he sold his birth^right unto Jacob. 

Then Jacob gave Esau bread and pottage of lentiles ; 

H ^ and. 
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miihe diA eat and dtink, and rdse tip^ and went K» 
way : tbus Esau despised his birth-rigbt. 

And £sau was forty years old when he took to wife 
Judith the daughter of Been the Hittite, and Bash^- 
wath the daughter of Elon the Hittite : which wttek 
jgrlef of mind unto Isaac and to Rebekah, 

ANNOTATIONS aki> REFLECTIONS. 

Esau and Jacob were twin brothers ; but as Esau wat 
the firs^-born, he bad, as we may suppose, a superiority 
in his fathtr's house, and seems to have expected, as 
his birth'righU to be heu' of the promises which God 
had made to Abraham and Isaac, one part of which 
was, that God would be their G op in a peculiar inanue& 

Fond of the sports of the field, Esau pursued them 
^ ith such ardor, that he left himself little titne for coa* 
sidering the value of the privileges to which he made 
pretensions^ or he would not have parted with them so 
easily. The Apostle * to the- Hebrews represents the 
sale of the birth. right as a profane action, which it coiild 
not have been, had it related to temporal blessings onlj. 

Jacob, on the other hand, seems to have had a sincere 
fai|h in the promises of QoD, and an urgent desire to 
possess the blessings which were promised to the seed 
ff Abrahom and Isaac. It is most likely that Rebekah 
kad made known to Jacob, who was her darling soof 
what the Loan had revealed to her before his birth, 
concerning the superiority which tlie nation that was to 
proceed from him should have over that which was to 
proceed from Esau. This, however, is no excuse for 
Jacob ; he certainly took an unjustifiable method to 
obtain the birth-right ; and we must not consider his 
success in this instance as a proof of the Divine favour : 

. ^1 HebroMr«i xi. 16. 
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Sit it wfilifposr^ ag we prbc^ed, tin* k difl ii«t «v«i^ 
teilly advance his pers^md heqtpineu, neiilter HA k jvrii* 
cure the blttsiag of Abraham for his posterity ; Hot be* 
foe he, or Estti, had done good or evil, before tbegr 
»efe bo«ii into the world, the Lor> had delenrnaed^ 
that, in respect to the ncUtmn which should spring frond 
them, the elder should serve the younger *» as has been 
already observed in a former section. 

Esau's marriage with a Canaanifish woman was an* 
other instance of frqfiineness / for he could not be ig* 
Borant - that it was of material consequence for those 
who honoured tlie Lord, and were designed to be His 
peculiar people, to avoid alliances with Idolaters. 

From this section, we learn, that it is very wrong to 
give up the mind entirely to any pursuit, to tbe exclu«> 
sion of religious meditaiion ; had Esau accustomed bim« 
self to reflect on the value of the privileges annexed to 
the birth right, he would not have been so ready to re^ 
Hnquish the title which lie supposed he had to thanti 
In his father's house, he could scarcely be m dapger 
of starving ; therefore, we may conclude, tliat he pre* 
ferred the gratification of his appetite with a savourji 
dish, to the greatest spiritual advantages* How mlany 
people in the world, like Esau, resign the title, which 
the Christian covenant givea them, to the provideotiai 
care of God in tliis world, and the hope of a heavenly 
inheritance in the next, for the sports of the fields and 
the pleasures of the table! 

Id his desire to secure to himself tbe blessing of the 
I^RD, we should imitate Jacob ; but not In his attempt 
to secure it by unlawful means. He certainly was very 
wrong in taking advant^e of his brother's necessities; 
^d the following part of his history shews^ that he 
^oi^bt great distresses upon himself by doii^ so« 

* See Section xxiJM 
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< 154 J 

Esau, h(mefeij deserved 'die punitlnneiit wlucb, hj ti- 
vine permiBsioo, fell upon him ; and Christians should 
take warning by it, not to prefer any thing this worid 
can afford to the tiessing of God, which under the 
Christian coyenani comprises all that is reaUy heedfid 
both for the body and the soul. 

SECTION xxxin. 

JACOB DBCBIVBTH HIS FATHER* 

From OenesiSf Chap, xxTii. 

And it camB to pass, that when Isaac was old, and 
his eyes were dim, so that he could not see, he called 
Es^ll, his eldest son^ and said unto him. My son : and 
he said unto him. Behold here am I. 

And hiB said, Behold now I am old; I know not the 
day of my death. Now, therefore, take, I pray thee, 
thy weapons, thy quiver and thy bow, and go out to 
the field, and take me some venison: and make nae 
savoiiry meat, such as I love, and bring it to me that I 
may eat : that my soul may bless thee before I die. 

And Rebekah heard when Isaac spake to Esau hii 
son ; and Estiu went to the field to hunt for venison, 
and to bring it. And Rebekah spaj^e unto Jacob her 
son, saying, Behold, I heard thy father speak unto 
Esau thy brother, saying, Bring me venison, and make 
me savoury meat, that I may eat, and bless thee before 
the Lord, before my death. 

Now therefore, my son, obey my voice, according to . 
that which I command thee: Go now to the flock, and 
fetch me from thence two kids of the goats ; and I will 
make them savoury meat for thy father, such as he 
loveth. And thou shalt bring it to thy fdther, that he 
may eat, and that he may bless thee before his death. 

And Jacob said to Rebekah his mother. Behold, Esau 

my brother is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man ; My 

father 
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teher peradvearture will feel me. And t sliall seem U^ 
liiin as 8 deceiver ; and I shall brii^ a cmse upon me» 
and not a blessing. 

And his mother said unto him, Upon me be thy 
enrse, my son : only obey my voice, and go fetch me 
them. And he went and fetched, and brought them 
to his mother : and his mother made savoury meat, 
such as his father loved. 

And Rebekah took goodly raiment of her eldest son 
Esau, which were with her in the house, and put them 
upon Jacob her younger son. And she put the skins 
of the kids of the goats upon his hands, and upon the 
smooth of his neck. 

And she gave the savoury meat, and the ^read, whiph 
she had prepared, into the hand of her son Jacob. 

And he came unto Ills father, and said, My father; 
and he said. Here am I ; who art thou, my son ^ 

And Jacob said unto his father, 1 am Esau thy first- 
born ; I have done according as thou badest me: arise, 
I pray thee, sit and eat of my vension, that thy soul 
may bless me. 

And Isaac said unto his son. How is it that thou hast 
found it so quickly, my son ? And he said. Because the 
Lord thy God brought it to me. 

And Isaac said unto Jacob, Come near, I pray thee, 
that I may feel thee, my son, whether thou be my very 
son Esau, or not. And Jacob went near unto Isaac 
his father, and he felt him, and said. The voice is Ja» 
cob*s voice, but the hands are the hands of Esau. 

And he discerned him not, because his hands were 
hairy, as his brother Esau's hands: so he blessed 
him. 

And Isaac said, Art thou my very son Esau ? and he 
said, I am. And Isaac said. Bring it near to me, and I 
km eal of my son's venison, that xoy soul may bless 

B 6 tbees 



Ike*; iMid he bvought it near lo hheOf and ha di4«a|| 
and he brought him wine, and he drank. 

And his father Isaac said unto him. Come near now^ 
and kiss sae, my son. And he dame near, aad kissed 
bim : and he smelled the smell of his raiment, and 
blessed him, and said. See, the smell of my son is as 
the smell of a field, which the Loan hath blessed. 

Therefore God give thee of the dew of hearen, and 
tlie fatness of the earth, and plenty of com and wine. 

Let people serve thee, and nations bow down to 
thee ; be lord over thy brethren, and let thy mother's 
sons bow down to thee : cursed be every one that curs^ 
eth thee, and blessed be he that blesseth tliee. 

And it came to pass as soon as Isaac had^made an 
end of blessing Jacob, and Jacob was yet scarce goM 
out from the presence of Isaac his father, that £saa his 
brother came in from his hunting. 

And he also made savoury meat, and brought it unto 
his father ; and said unto his iatht^r, ly^t my father 
arise, and eat of his son's venison^ that thy soul may 
bless me. 

And Isaac his father said unto him. Who art thou? 
and he said, I am thy son, thy first-born Esau. And 
Isaac trembled very ei^ceedingly, and he said. Who f 
where is he that hath taken venison, and brought it 
me ; and I have eaten of all before tkou camest^ ao4 
have blessed him i yea, and he shall be blessed* 

And when Esau heard the words of his father, bf 
cried with a great and exceeding bitter cry, and said 
«mte his father, Bless me, even me also, O my father. 

And Isaac said, Thy brother came with snbtilty, aad 
hath taken away thy blessing. 

And Esau said. Is not he rigiiUy named Jact^? for 
be hath supplanted me these two times ; He took away 
mj birth-vrighti and beh<rfd, now he batb>4aken.awsy 



■^ Ueasing.: and Jie sald^ Hast tfaou «ot rosenre^ 41^ 
Uessiag: ^r me ^ 

And Isaac answered and said unto Esau, Behold I 
have made him thy lord, and all his brethrisn have I 
given to him for servants, and with com and wine have 
I sustained . him : and what shall I do now unto thed 
my son ? 

And Esau said unto his fatlier, Hast thou but one 
blessing, my father ? bless me, even me also, O my fa* 
ther* And Elsau lifted up his voice and wept. 

And Isaac his father answered and said unto him^ 
Behold thy dwelling shall be the fiUness of the earthy 
and of the dew of heaven from above ; 

And by thy sword shalt thou live, and shalt servo 
thy brother : and it shall come to pass when thou shall 
have the dominion, that thou shak break his yoke frook 
aff thy neck. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 
l^ere is something so affectieg in the account which 
is given in this section of Esau's disappointment, that th0 
heart which can forbear to commiserate his distress must 
be totally destitute of sensibiMty ; yet however we may 
be inclined to pity kim and c-ondemn c/iaco6, Esau will 
be founds on an impartial examination of his conduct^ 
to have been still more culpable than his brother. Nei« 
ther of them could indeed justly claim the blessing as 
the reward of bis merits^ nor was it, as we observed be** 
fore*, designed as' a reward for any usorks of theirsy 
hut as a free gift from God to the poUeriiy of Abraham 
in the L.*eqf Jacobs for purposes of mercy to aU mamm 

But though the Lord thus predetermined the lot of 
the nations wfaiofa Jacob and Esau represented, (as the 
heads from whom they were to juroceed) He left theat 

* SeQtiae xxiti» 
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&individuati (ifkt the rest of the hmnkn race) tatb^ 
exercise of their own Jree iuiU^ both in respect to faidf 
^d moral actioils : we will therefore, for the preseat 
fuspend thefarther consideration of the I>iri7i^onft;fetitc^ 
ia respect to the predestination of one people to mpre* 
macy^ and the other to suljection, smce we find that it 
was the business of an Apostle ^^ not of the Jevotsh hit' 
torian, to vindicate the justice of God in this particular. 

Moses describes the conduct of the different partieir 
concerned in this transaction, as merely the result of 
human inclinations^ uncontrouled by Divine power^ so 
ihr as it related to their own persons. 

It will appear, in a following part of this history, that 
Isaac lived for a number of years after the event which 
is here recorded ; but when he found the infirmities of 
age increasing upon him, and felt a sensible decay of 
his faculties, it was very natural for him> to fear that 
his end was approaching. 

Esau seems to have made it one of the pWsures of his 
life to shew his affection for his father, by procuring ve- 
Aison, and dressing it for him in a manner agreeable to 
his palate. Without imputing luxury to Isaac, we may 
conceive that he took particular delight in eating of this 
itish ; for every parent knows, that the dutifiil attenti«o 
of a child can give a value to the roost trifling services* 
' Jacob, who was naturally of a rery timid disposition, 
observing the great ascendancy which his brother had 
gained over hrs father, attached hknself, as we find^ 
nore particularly to his mother; and each parent in*- 
iiulged a partiality, which inclined, them respectively 
to promote the interest of their particular favourites^i 
This in all probability, gave rise to those jealousies and 
animosities, which prevented the harmony that oughl 
lo subsist in all families. 

* See Bom. lx«' 

Whether 
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t Whedier a decay of memory betrayed Ikaac into the 
^rcor, IS not mentioned; but he appears to have forgot* 
ien what Hie Lord had revealed to his wife, for he re« 
solved to give to Esau the paternal blessings (which 
appears to have been the appointed means for the con-^ 
veyance of th^ everlasting covenant) ^ and to shew that' 
he meant to bestow the blessing on £sau» as the rewarcP 
of his filial piety, he required him to bring venison^ 
that he might sanct^y an action which had so pecu- 
liarly endeared him to his heart, by making it a kind of 
iminess or token^ on this solemn occasion. Isaac testified 
a sincere faith in the Divine promises, but, in his prefer* 
ence of Esau, he certainly acted on a wrong principle. 
Rebekah also believed in the promises, and never los^ 
tight of the Divine revelation which she had been fa- 
voured with before the birth of her children. Anxious* 

9 

to secure the blessing for Jacob, and supposing that she' 
was co-operating with the will of God, she thought 
herself justified in employing artifices to obtain it. 

Equally apprehensive of losing what he valued above?, 
all things, and accustomed to pay implicit obedience to 
bis mother, Jacob thought it his duty to yield to her 
commands, even in opposition to the dictates of his own- 
conscience ; under this mistaken idea, he, with reite- 
rated falsehood, deceived his aged father I 

Both Rebekah and Jacob were commendable fof • 
having a due esteem for the paternal benediction: but 
nothing can justify their attempt to bring about the 
accomplishment of a Divine prophecy, by a complin ' 
cation of frauds ; it appears, however, to have been a 
precipitate act, the result of inconsideration, rather- 
dian premeditated wickedness. 

It is conjectured that the raiment which Jacob put 
cm when he went to his father, was a dress which Esau 
l»d to distinguish him as the eldest son. 

Th^ 



Tbebdbavioiirof Isaac to th^fiipposedEsaayiliairfi, 
tluit he Bieant to make him heir to the promises at ficii 
vouchsafed bj the Loj^d to Abraham, and afterwardb 
^ofirmed to himself. The words in which he pro- 
nounced the blessing were evidently a propheq^^ and 
tihey perfectly agreed wit^ that prediction concerning 
Ihe everlasting covenant ^ which tlie Loao himself ha4 
formerly declared *• 

Isaac was certainly wrong in proceeding in so mo* 
Bientous an afiair without seeking God's direction, or 
leferring <o the Plvine revelation, which Imd been for« 
aierly made. 

However Esau might have despised his birth.right, 
Ibe was not ignorant of tl>e value of the Divine promises ; 
nor does he seem to have been destitute of faith in them, 
Ukt he readily made preparations for receiving the pa- 
ternal benediction ; but his faith was not productive of 
obedience; so far was he from being perfectly devoted f 
to the LoaD, that he intermarried with those very na- 
tions who were designed to be cut off for their n^icked- 
ness, and he transferred the birth-right to Jacob, and 
solemnly called upon the Lord Himself { as a witness 
c^ his willingness to forego the advantage of having 
Him as a God^ which was a principal part of the ever* 
lasting covenant. Had the blessing been merely perswuil^ 
surely he would have deserved to lose it. And in fact it 
was, properly speaking, Esau who was the supplanter^ 
for Jacob had a right to the blessing, both by Divine 
appointment, and the solemn resignation of Esau* 

Isaac's violent agitation, when he discovered the fraud 
that had been practised on him, may be imputed to a 
sudden recollection that he had of^sed the revealed 
will of God, in intending to give to his eldest son the 
blessing destined for the youngest. It is evident that 
Isaac did not design to offend the Lord ; on Uie con- 
« Gen. xril 8. t Gen. uvi. 34> | Gen. uvi.34b 
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traYy, lie resisted the earnest impdrtiinities, atid even 
bitter tears of a darling son, and could not be prevailed 
£])on to make a deliberate attempt to counteract the 
decree of Heaven, but voluntarily confirmed the bles- 
sing, which he had inadvertently pronounced. 
*' All that Isaac could do 4o console Esau, was, to pro- 
mmnce the bVessirtg which Gbo designed for his poste- 
rity ; and it is remarkable, that it was equal in value to 
that pronounced on Jacob's, excepting in the circum- 
stance of supremacy^ and that even this was to continue 
only for a season. * - . 

The practical instruction which Reason teaches us to 
(Jollect from this section, seems to be, that fathers and 
mothers should not give a partial preference to any one 
of their children. That brothers ought not to endeavour 
to circumvent each other; that thepractice of deceit and 
fiilsehood, even from pious motives, wilt cast an odnmt 
QJ)on tbe best characters : and that parents should not 
Entice their children into sin ; nor children yield to 
their parents' persuasions, when their own conclencea 
tell them, that by doing so they will oiFend God. 

We have not, like the patriarchs, particular revelationai 
concerning the future prosperity of our descendants y 
but a title to a share in the Everlasting Covenant has beea 
purchased for tcst and for Our children. The means to 
secure this tit^e are proposed in the Scriptures ; there-! 
ibre, instead of endeavouring, with a too anxjous soli- 
citude for their worldly interest, to do the work of Divine 
frovidence in their behalf, let us instil into the minds 
of our children lessons of piety, and accustom them to 
study the oracles of God as the best rules of moral 
conduct ; then will they be upright and sincere in aH 
their words and actions, and affectionately united to each 
other, and the Lord Himself will bestow on them hi» 
choicest blessings, both temporal and eternal. 

SECTION 
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SECTION XXXIV. 

ISAAe BLES8ETH JACOB, AMD SENDETH HIM TO 

PADAN-ARAM. 

From Genesis, Chap, xxvii. 

And Esau hated Jacob^ because of the blessing 
wherewith his father blessed him v and Esau said in his- 
hearty The days of mourning for my father are at handy, 
then will I slay my brother Jacobs 

And these words of Esau her elder ton were told to 
Rebekab : and she sent and called .Jacob her younger 
sen,^ and said unto him, Behold, thy brother Esau as 
touching thee doth, comfort himself,, purposing to kill 
thee« 

Now, therefore,, my son^ obey my voice and arisen, 
flee thou to Laban my brother^ ta Haran : and tarry 
lyith him a few days, until thy brother's fiiry turn 
* away, until thy brother^s anger turn away from thee,, 
and he forget that which thoa hast done to hun : then 
I will send and fetch thee from thence : why should L 
be deprived also of you both in one day ? 

And Rebekah said to Isaac, I am weary of my life, be- 
cause of the daughters of Heth : if Jacob take a wife of 
the daughters of Heth, such as these which are of tlie 
daughters- of the Iknd, what good shall my life do me ? 

And Isaac called Jacob, and blessed him, and charged 
bim, and said unto h«m, Thou shalt not take a wife of 
the daughters of Canaan, 

Arise, go to Padan-aram, to the house of Bethuel thy 
mother's father ; and take thee a wife from thence of 
the daughters of Laban thy mother's brother. 

And God Almighty bless thee, and make thee fruit- 
ful, and multiply thee, that thou mayest be a multitude 
of people : 

And give thee the blessing of Abraham, ta thee, and 

to 



to thy seed with thee t that thou mayest inherit fhe land 
, wherein thou art a stranger, which God gave unto' 
Abraham*. 

And Isaac sent away Jacob : and he went to Padan- 
aram unto Laban, son of Bethuel the Syrian, the bro- 
ther of Rebekah, Jacob's and Esau's mother. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

^ .We observed in the last section, that had the Bless- 
ing, which was the object of contention between the- 
two brothers, been a personal one, Esau deserved to lose' 
it ; and the same may be said in respect to Jadob, who-' 
soon found to his sorrow, that those honours^ which are- 
purchased at the expence of sincerity and truth, cannot 
b6 enjoyed with tranquillity of mind. Instead of being 
treated as the heir of the promises ^ he was obliged, in 
order to save his life, to leave his native home, forsake . 
his aged father, and tear himself from the arms of his' 
indulgent mother. He, who had been accustomed from' 
his infancy to a quiet domestic life, was under the neces«' 
sity of undertaking a long fatiguing journey of 450 miles, 
without a single attendant to direct his steps, or soothe ' 
his sorrows. He was even destitute of the means of' 
subsistence for any length of time. He could not f^* 
quest his father to give him a younger son's portion ; 
and besides, Isaac was led to believe, that Jacob under- 
took the journey merely in search of a wife : neither 
could Jacob carry any great stock of provisions with • 
him. He was indeed going to his mother's relations ; 
but many misfortunes might befall him by the way ; 
and it was probable the family of Laban would not re- 
ceive him, or grant him a settlement among them. He^^ 
had no flocks or herds to begin the world with; nor do 
we r^ad that he wasy like Ishmael, skilled in archery. 

From 
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From these circumstances it \& evident) tbat^ in respect 
to his own immediate happiness, it would have been 
better for Jacob, at that time, to have lived in a sabor* 
dinate rank to his brother; 

An equal punishment fell upon Rebeksdi ; for we 
may easily conceive that she suffered extreme distress 
of mind at first, from the apprehension that Esau would 
actually kill Jacob ; and aflerwards, from being obliged 
to part with the object of her tenderest affections. 

Here appears then no partiaUti^ in the dispensation! 
of Providence in respect to the two brothers; for Jacob- 
was immediately punished, by being launched into the 
vide world to seek his fortune ; and Esau left without 
a rival, to enjoy all the comforts and advantages, which 
the paternal roof afforded. 

The threat which Esau threw out against Jacob wai^ 
in all probability, uttered while he was imder violent 
perturbation of mind, occasioned by his diBappoiatment 
f£ the paternal blessing ; for it does not af^ear that be 
made any actual attempt to take away bis brother's 
lifi^ or that he retained bis hatred. 

Rebekah took a very prudent step, in sending Jacob 
to her own relations, and is not to be blamed for die 
excuse she made for doing so ; because the desire that 
he should marry in her family, was doubtless one of her 
reasons for wishing him to go thither ; and had she told 
the ixMe truth to her husband, while he was in such a 
weak state of health, it might have occasioned his deaths 
at least it would have raised his anger against Esau, 
and there is no knowing what bad consequence might 
bave ensued to all parties. 

We may easily conceive, from the general character 
of Jacob, that bis heart was overwhelmed with afflic- 
tion, when he found, that he must leave all his tender 
connections behind hm ; aod though the Sacred Histo- 
rian 



( 16S y 

nan ifl silent in this particdar, it is niest Itkdy that ht 
felt contrition for the part he had acted. 

The prayer which Isaac offered up, when he dig. 
missed Jacob, shews, that he was satisfied his paternal 
blessing had been bestowed agreeably to the Divine 
will ; and we may also understand from it, that thig 
blessing included every particular contained in the ori. 
ginal blessing, bestowed by the Lord on Abraham *« 
This was the pRortion Jacob h&d so solicitously sought 
for, and with this he was contented. He asked for no 
provision from his father; but taking his staffm his 
hand f , he bade adieu to his native home, and commit- 
ted himself to the care of that God, whose promises he 
firmly believed. 

Esau, by degrees, became sensible of his errors. A 
recent instance had convinced him of his folly in selling 
his birth-right. He next repented that he had displeased 
his father, by marrying idolatrous women ; and endea- 
voured to repair his fault by taking another wife, who 
he thought would be more agreeable to him : but his 
repentance availed nothing; nor indeed would a con* 
duct the reverse of that which he had pursued have 
made any difference in respect to that peculiar blessing, 
in consequence of which, one branch of Abraham's 
family was to be separated to the Lord in an extraoro 
dinary manner; and from whom should descend the 
promised seed of the wmtaHi to bless all the families of 
•the earth, by redeeming them from the curse threat- 
ened to mankind before the fall, in case they commit* 
ted sin, Thtm skalt surely die* 

We are left to make our own reflections on this part 
of Sacred History ; apd, therefore, are at liberty to ap- 
prove or condemn, as our reason, and the knowledgt 

• Ge^. III. ty 3f ^ -f Gen. xxxii. 10. 

we 
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ire boT^ acqoireA from other parts t)f Divine revelf^ 
tlon^ shall suggest. 

. There is something so very unnatural in hating a bro* 
ihcTy that no provocation can justify it to the common 
feelings of humanity : and we learn, from the instancy 
of Cain, that if carried to such a height iis to end in 
murder, it is highly provoking to Goo. Happily for 
Esau, he was prevented by Jacob's flight from executing 
the wicked purpose he had formed : or what would 
have been tlie sufferings of a mind like his, subject to 
transports of vehement passions^ had he actually killed 
his brothcri All persons should endeavour to strengthen 
;thcniselves against temptations to so horrid a sin, by 
cherishing tender affection for those who £tand in so 
pear a degree of relation to them ; and should accus- 
tom themselves to have as great a regard for the inte* 
j-est and prosperity of their brothers and sisters as for 
their own, Abraham gave an example of this in hit 
behaviour to Loi» who was anly his nephew. Let there 
he no strife said he, hetapeen me <ind thee, are ute not 
BRBTHREN ? It is easy to see, that had Jacob and £saa 
dieted upon this principle, neither of them would bare 
had a desire of circumventing tlie other ; but each 
would have lefl the affair of the birth-right to be de* 
j^ermined by the will of Heaven. 

When family disputes arise to so unfortunate aheightt 
that there is no prospect of effecting a reconciiiation,prtt« 
dence requires, that mothers should, like Rebekah, en* 
i^eavour to separate the contending paries ; and con» 
oeal, as far as possible , from each of them, every thing 
that may have a tendency to increase their animosities. 
.The quarrels of their children are among the thii^ 
;which a wife may forbear to reveal to her husbandy in 
cases where his interposition is not likely to be of use, 

9 and 
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And' irlieBt the knowledge of them will only add to 
careSy and perhaps shorten his days with sorrow. 

E^ery person, who feels a conviction of mind that a 
measure, which they wish to pursue, is contcary to the 
revealed will t>f God, should immediately, like Isaac, 
ichange their purppse, and persevere in their known 
duty on a]} future occasions. And whoever is conscious 
Aat he has acted wrong, by ende^ourkig to anticipate 
Providence, should, like Jacob, acquiesce in the natural 
consequences of his prec^itation, and arm his mirid 
frith patience to endure ^e worst that can befall him. 

SECTION XXXV. 

JACOB'S Y1S40K. 

From Genesis^ Chap, xxviii. 

A^D Ja€ob went out from Beer-sheba, and went ta« 
ward Haran. 

. And he lighted upon a certain place, and tarried 
there all night, because the sun was «et : and he took 
•of the stones of that place, and put them for his pil- 
lows, and lay down in that place to sleep. 

And he •fireamed, and behokl, a ladder set upon the 
earth, and the top of it reached to heavien t and behold 
the ADgels of God asoending aiid descending 'On it. ' 

And behold the Lord stood above it, and said, I am 
'file Lord God of Abraham thv father, and the Goo 
of Isaacs the land whereon thou liest, to thee will I 
give it, «nd to thy «eed. 

And thy seed shall be as the dust of the earth ; and 
tfaoQ sfaalt spread abroad to the west, and to the eftst, 
a&d la the north, aodto the south : and in thee, and ia 
thy seed, shall all the families of^he earth be blessed, 
t - And behold, Lam with thee, avid .wiil lieep thee in 
all places, whither thoa goost^ and will bring tfiee again 

ixit0 
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into this land : for I will not leave tb«e, Ontil I hai* 
done that which I have ^M>ken to thee o£ 

And Jacob walced out of his sleep, and he said, Soreljr 
the Lord is in this place ; and I knew it not. 

And he was afraid, and said, How dreadful is thil 
pbce i this is none other but the house of God, wbA 
this is the gate of heaven. 

And Jacob rose up early in the morning, and tool 
the stone that he had put for his pillows, ^nd set it op 
lor a pillar, and poured oil upon the top of it. 

And he called the name of that place Beth-el : Init 
the name of that city was called Luz at the first. 

And Jacob vowed a vow, saying. If God will be 
with me, and will keep me in this way that I go, and 
will give me bread to eat, and raiment to put on ; so 
that I come again to my father's house in peace : then 
shall the Lord be my God. 

And this stone, which I have set for a pillar, shall b€ 
God's house : and of all that thou shalt give me, I will 
surely give the tenth unto thee. 

'ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Tho«^h it is not expressly mentioned, tber^ isfMSt 
reason to believe, from. Jacob's habitual piety^ anA At 
favour v^hich was shewed him by the Lobd, ths(t hi 
implored Divine forgiveness for yielding to the temp- 
tations which a fond moAer had usconsiderately thtomn 
in his way ; and that be pro^esi^ a firm faitb in tbs 
predictions which his father by I>ivino iaspimitioil h$i 
pronounced* 

Jacob now experienced a great clnnge in hh oiw 
dition« Instead of enjoying the endearsag soei^ si 
tender parents, and all the acceiamodalieM oC disiittfift 
lile^ to whkdki Im^ wfao. ba4 fver dnrelt in t At^^ irsi 

ftccttrtoaed 
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^lecualomed, rhe found himself aloxi^, tweary u^d ^be- 

iughted in a place which afforded him no shelter froui 

the cold air, nor any bed hut the hard ground ; so- th|lt - 

he nmy be said to have had ^o earthly comfort ; jet we 

Ji» not find th^t he mui^mured at his lot^ or gave v^ hjs 

Aiind to d^ondenqr: on ,the contrary, he.^ith^gr^t 

xpiiy[K)6ure placed a stone for his pillow, .anAth^ dp»ra 

jk)3le§p; from, whence jjre 4?ia^y, reasonably Jnfia^, *tl»t 

.he relied on the mercy and goodne^ of iGi;OD^ 

The dreamy which Jacob dreamed .at this tirote, m^s 
««f a similar nature with that which Abraham had, 
when the Load made a cov^n^mt vwith him *; and lea^ 
,fiod that be regarded it ^ i^n jevident mamiesta^ioniof 
the DivDiE FitBS£KC£. It was indeed it vision^ like 
those, afterwards aeen by the Je^vish Prophets f, |q 
irhich ^representations were made to -the mind, by tb^ 
riniraculous power of God, without the usual iQ3tni« 
.ments of sight. 

The ladder J which Jacob beheld may be understood 
jn an emblematical aonue, .Its being set 4m the earth,, 
seems to denote the steadiness of Providence, which no 
created being is able to unsettle. Its reaching up to 
Heaven, to signify its universality or extension to all 
dungs. The severed steps of the ladder may be re- 
^ded.as Xhe mptions and actions of Providence, the 
angels going up imd down, ^s the great ministers ^f 
Providence, never idle, but constantly executii]|g th« 
Divine will, either, in heaven or ^n eaitli. The L0&9 
;en.tbe tpp, .evidently denotes, that he is the visiile 
inu^ge of the invisible Goo, overlooking, governing, aad 
pn^Berving all things : and it is, to be observed, that the 
J^oas was^ in this vision, eminently distinguislied from 

'• Gen. XV. 12 ; or Section xvHi. 

f kiikh; &£^tel, DatMiel, and Sv. JoIm. 

X See Stockhtttue on th(9 ^ble. . 
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ibe Anglic Host'; and that He declared himself to be 
the God of Abraham and Isaac, that is, j;he Almighty 
God*. 

In respect io Jacob, this dream was particularly cal- 
culated to furnish his mind with hope and comfort 
against the various turns bf fortune which it would be 
his fate to experience. The promises conveyed to him 
ift tlie paternal benediction were, as we have already 
remarked, national^ and related to his posterity. At thli 
time the Lord graciously vouchsafed to promise him 
personal blessings. Though these promises were made 
while the powers of his body were suspended, Jacob 
doubted not the reality of them ; but considered the 
spot on which he slept as sanctified by the DivtKi 
Presence, like those on which (tod had appeared to 
Abraham and Isaac, where we may suppose these faith- 
^ful servants frequently assembled their households and 
dependents, before any buildings were erected for pub* 
lie worship. 

No wonder that Jacob was so sensibly afiected with 
awe and reverence, by the glorious scenes that were 
presented to his mind's eye^ and that he fancied himself 
at the gate of heaven I He seems to have conceivjed, that 
the Lord was graciously entering into a personal caoe- 
nant with him, in addition to that which concerned hii 
posterity ; and he was so well acquainted with the prin- 
<;iples of religion, that he knew the Divine promises 
were conditional, and required something to be done on 
liis part; therefore, without waiting foi* the Divine 
command^ he voluntarily promised, in the most solemn 
manner, that if it should please God to grant him bat 
such a moderate supply of the necessaries of life, as 
would sustain nature ; give him an opportunity of re- 
turning to his father's house ; and bless Itim with the 

♦ Gen. xvii. 1 j or Section xx. 

meop% 



( IVi ) 

Means 4)f shewing bis gratitude, be would beiMfur die 
Lord as his God» in the way his fathers had dene; 
that he would commemorate the Divine goodness at 
that place ; and make a willing offering of the increase 
•f his substance for religious uses. 

There is something in Jacob's vow peculiarly modest, 
and suitable to the condition of a man, who possessed 
nothing of bis own at that thne, but depended entirely, 
on the bounty of heaven for a future supply^ 

It will appear, that Jacob considered the Lord as 
his God, for this instant ; and that he never gave him- 
lelf up to idolatrous practices, in the midst of his se- 
verest trials. 

The ceremony which Jacob observed, of pouring oil 
•n the stone which had been his pillow, signified the 
consecration of it to God. As the Lord permitted 
this act, we may conclude, that he prevented the stone 
from being taken away ; and that it remained there, to 
put Jacob in mind of his vow ; and likewise to keep up 
the remembranee of it among his descendants. 

This secticm affords a striking proof, that God*s par- 
ticular providence watches ovejr His servants ; that He 
is about their bed, and about their path, andspieth out 
all their ways * ; that He has .compassion on their in- 
firmities, and .supports their minds tmder difficult cir^ 
cumstances. 

The Lord, in his vision to Jacob, declared, that He 
is really God ; let us, then, acknowledge i^id worship 
Hin3 as such, and implore His protection s^ all times, 
particularly when we«are under the necessity of taking 
perilous journeys. If it be our fate to leave pvir patir^ 
country, and travel to a land where the Lo^d is; either 
not known, or worshipped in a superstitious niAnner, 
let us not suppose, that He is not there ; for as God was 

1 • Ps.cxxxtx.^« 

I 2 ' witk 



L 



^hjHdA hi nUfbct^, IK> iriti <^bW^ldi l^ery^fft 
ihBt ^dnohn 'His holy 'mine, iitid irisheB tbr <^fi§nitBM 
Widi iffm. The l.cyRi>, itls true, h«i6'li0t^A6tfidfy'iBBde 
•4ienohid cdvetmnt widi us, like tlmt lie -tuttdtb kr^h 
Jacob ; but we have> as ti n&Hon^ (ft'sks^r^ 'HFkh tfa^.test 

Imdirom Gbo's prbftihes t& tikt PtkHfeh-c^s, irie najr 

individuals, Who adhere to >Hte ; Ibr <}ti«> % Viib ^ 

Chratians, Uke Uftcob, 1mte«^«ik)M^i%vJMfi^lb 
perforin on earth ; but if thi^ «ifnt$M^ g^fiibt fti ^ 
«ervice of the Lord« He will sustain them '^^hlbdl 
kind ridmenl, ahd eottlbft ^Mtta «#feh CK^%»|$^ of ^^ 
ndlly crijoylng^jwwje in iheirJhthHr^shiftae^^^iki ih'tlfe 
ktttukmns'^eteinkity / and the^nfhl bonfliafs ^lid vf<^ 
iitodet oflifb nhtEdl^ tike Jftcob'i tedifer, j^df^ it^s to 
o6Qduet them tt> thtit Messed «diode» in wlticklh^^ti) 
disphiTii Che gloryof ^ iheffi3Me'GobR&/kb. 

SECTK)K XXS?VL 

JACOB HIRES HIMSELF TO LAB AN, AND MARRIES 

LEAH AND RACHEL. 

From Geties9$9 Cht^.xxi%. 

Then Jacob went on his journey, and c«fhle {ii^ the 
ftind of the peopter'ef die ^e^. AVid he'tookbd, and 
WtfM, a Wdl In tll^^fl^ld, knd to, ihieiieVefe tht^ 
mt^ of Aetep lyhijg by *it : ^br butidf that ^Hl ftriy 
#tHet^d the'fldd6s: ^d a j^e^t t^ite S^ u^bn tife 
rdirs mou<1u 

'Aiid thidier ^ere'sdl t^e^fiocis g^hfelried : and 6fty 
voUed thetitone ^tmt thfe liirdlVmoi^t)); aiifd #;i(le^ 
^ie^, mdputthe^sto&e Jigab^6n^ihb'#dhriM^ 
in its glace. 

♦ And 



(1 IJft ) 

An4 Jacob said unM> th? qa^ My brethren, whence be 
yq ? apd they said. Of l^aran are we. And be sai4 
im^p th^mr Know ye Laban the son of Nakor ? aod 
they gaid. We know him. 

And bo^ said upto them, Is he well ? and tbey wsM^ 
He is wdl : And behold Rachel his daughter, cpmetb 
wiU) the sheep. 

An<\ be said, Lo, it is yet high day, neither i» it time 
tbai tbf> gaHle shouh] be gathered together ; water ye 
tbe dietp^ and ga and feed them. 

And they said, We cannot until all the fiooksbegaA 
tW^ tog^er^ and tiU they roll the slona fkom the 
mi/Xh 9K>uth ; then we watev the sheep. 

Aackwhilabe yeit spake with them, Radiel came 
wilh be» &tbep s ahee|^ : fqv sbe kej^ them. 

And it came ta pass when Jaoob saw Raebel the 
duighjben of Laban bis. roQther'ftbrotber) and the sheep 
of X4aban his motb^^ brother, that Jacob went near, 
and rolled the stone from the weH's mouth ; and wa« 
tfoed the dock ef Laban bi& mother^ brolhec. 

And Jacob kissed RacbeV ftn^ lilted vf^ hi# ^oioe 
and wept» And Jacol) told ibtchel that he was bes la- 
tkei'stlMM^hes, and that be was Rebekah's sod ; and 
she ran and told her father. 

And it can^e to pas% whea Lahan heaid the tidtngt 
of Jacob his sister's son, that he van to meet ban, aad 
esabraced him and kissed him, andhrougj^ bim to bi» 
house, and he told Laban al| these things. 

And Laban said to htm, Suvely theu art my bone 

and m;^ fle^. An4 ho ai^Q^^ wAh hw^ ^b^ fptl^f of a 
nionth 

And Laban said tmto Jacob, Beoaui^ thou art my 
hrotker, shouldest thou thereibiw me^w iiief^«eugh|3 
tell me what shall tb; wages ha I 

1 3 And 
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And Laban had two daughters : the narae of the 
iKter waa Leah, and the name of the younger was Ra* 
cbeL Leah was tender-eyed : but Rachel was beauti- 
ful and well-favoured. 

And Jacob loved Rachel ; and said, I will serve thee 
seyen years for Rachel thy younger' daughter. And 
Laban said. It is better that I give her to thee, than 
that I should give her to another man; abide with 
me. And Jacob served seven years for Rachel ; and 
they seemed unto him but a few days, for the love he 
had to her. 

And Jacob said unto Laban, Give me my wife, for 
my days are fulfilled. And Laban gathered together 
all the men of the place, and made a feast. And it 
came to pass in the evening, that he took Leah his 
daughter, and brought her unto lum» 

And Jacob said unto him, What is this thou hast 
4one unto me ? did I not serve thee for Rachel i where-- 
fore then hast thou b^uiled me ? -. 

And Laban said. It must not be so done in our 
e»untry, to give the younger before the first«boni. 

Fulfil her week, and we will give thee this also for 
the service which thou ^alt serve with me yet seven 
other years. 

And Jacob did so, and he gave him Raohel his 
daughter to wife also. 

And Jacob loved Rachel more than Leah, and served 
with him yet seven other years. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Animated by the Divine promises, Jacob was encou- 
raged to pursue his journey ; for he now knew, as a 
certainty, that he was under the particular protection 
of DiviNE Pkovidencb. 

Considering 
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GoDsiderkg Jacob's circumstances, we cannot won-^ 
der that he felt such extraordinary emotions of joy as^ 
drew tears from his eyes when he found in his mother's 
femily a woman so agreeable to his wishes. 

It appears tiiat Jacob did not remain an idle guest in 
his uncle's house, he endeavoured to make himself use- 
ful: but justice required, that as he was destitute of a 
|^ovisioD> and earned more than his madntenance cost,. 
he should Have wages. 

It was 'at that time a custom in contracting marriages,; 
that as the wife brought a portion to her husband, he 
should make some present to her friends in return. 
Jacob therefore being destitute of money, offered to 
his unde seven years service, which was equivalent to 
a large sum. Why he did not rather send to his father 
for a supply the Scripture does not mention ; but it 19 
Iflcely that Jacob having received such gracious promises' 
from God, thought it incumbent on him to depend upoil 
the blessing of Providence, on his own labours, rather 
than to ask- assistance from his friends : and Isaac might 
be restrained from providing for him (as Abraham was^ 
in the case of Ishmael} by a Divine command. 

The custom of having a plurality of wives prevailed" 
generally in that part of the world, and Jacob did not 
know it wai wrong to comply with it. From Jacob's 
example in working for Laban, we are instructed, that 
the best way for persons in necessity to ensure a wel- 
come among relations, is to endeavour to be useful to> 
them. The treachery of Laban negds no comment. 

SECTION XXXVII. 

IIIsrORY OF JACOB CONTINUED. 

From GenesiSf Chap, xxx. 

And when the Loud saw that Jacob hated Leah, he 
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gave her sis: sdne; and tiiey were ndmed' Reotrea, fc- 
meoii, Levi, Judah, Tssachar» and Zebafun ; atrd she 
Had a daurrhter caHed Dinah ; but Rachel' had na chf!- 
dren, and Rachel envied her sistef, and said utltctJacob^ 
€jve me children, or else I die. 

And Jacob's linger was kindled against Rachel, and 
Be said, Am I in God's stead, who hath withheld chil- 
dren from thee > And God remembered Rachel^ and 
God hearkened to her, and she bare a son; and she 
balled his name Joseph. 

And Jacob had two other wives, Bilhah the hand- 
fnaid of Rachel, and Zilpha the handmaid of Iicoh : 
and Bilhah bare two sons named Dun and NapthaH^ 
ai^ Zilpah bare Gad and Assur. 

And it came to pass, when Rachel hdd borne Joseph, 
that Jacob said unto Laban, Send me away, that I may 
go unto mine own place, and to my country. 

Give me my wives and my children, for whom I have 
i^rved thee, and let me go : for thou knowest my ser- 
vice which r have done thee. 

And Laban said unto him, I pray thee, if I have 
found favour in thine eyes, tarry : for I have learned 
By expedience, that the LaiiD hath blessed pae for thy 
sake. 

And he said, Appoint rtie thy wages, ai?d I will give 

it- 

And he said unto him, Thou knowest how I have 

nerved thee, and how tliy cattle was with mo. 

Tor it was little which thou hadst before I came, and 
it is now increased into a multitude; and the Loan 
hath blessed thee since my coming : and now when 
shall 1 provide for mine own house also ? 

And he said. What shall I give thee? and Jacob said. 
Thou shalt not give me any thing : if thou wilt do this 
thing for me, I will again feed and keep thy flock : 

I will 
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I will ptM tfaroiigh M tiiy flock t^-dU^y^ nmow^ 
from thence all the ^^cUed and spotted catUo^ and att 
the brown cattle among the Ao^ and the a|K»tled aftd 
gpeckled among the goats : and ef such sbaU be mjr 
hire. 

So ahall vaj righteoiianefla aneirer for me in tias^ iO' 
eeiDe> when ft ahall eome for my hire before iby fisioe : 
every one that if not speckled and spotted among the 
goats, and brown among the ^eep, that sbaU be a<t«*- 
counted stolen with me. 

And Laban said. Behold^ I woidd k might be aeseird-^ 
mg to thy word* 

And he removed thai day die be^goata that werr 
nng*e^aked and sf octedt and all the siMsgeats that 
vere^^Ued and spotted, ai^d ey^ry one thai hmk 
seme white m H, and ail tl^ browti among the abe«p» 
sad gave them ini^ the band of his sons* 

And he Hi three days journey betwixt IHniaeU^^aA 
hc(A : and Jaoeb fed the rest of I^abeti's flocks* 

And it came t^ paai^ tbnt iho fieieks broug^ &rA 
cattle, ringrstraked, speckled, and spotted*- 

And the «aa» incret^d exteedmglyyjaod liad much. 
catt]e,aod aMud-eeri^aiits, and men^sarvatis^ ami wmMn 
Sftd 



ANNOTATIONS anp RKPLtCTlONS. 

We here find, that soon after Jacob's settlement in. 
Mesopotamia, the Divine promises began> to (^erate.. 
An increase of iamily gave him a prospect of the ac^ 
eon^Hebment of that part of the covenant by whieh hm-. 
was tauglit to expect, that a great nniion would prtfceed 
Jrom him ; and without doubt he placed his dependance: 
on the promised seed arising irom it. 

It was a very heavy disappointment \o lUqbe), that 
she was not likely to 4i^are the lienour whidi andi fti 
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I 

immemtii progeny would bring oa her husband ; yet he 
j4Mtly rqproved her impatience under it, because ckil» 
drem are an heritage and gift thai cometh of the Lord ; 
and ta murmur at his withholding them is sinful*. 

Jacob having, as we may conclude, fully completed 
his last seven years, was naturally desirous of returning 
into hi^ omi country ; and having, besides, a large fa- 
mily to support, we cannot wonder that he should wuk 
to have something of his own, rather than ccmtinue to-', 
live in a state of dependance with a mercenary relation*^ 

Jacob had a right to expect that Laban would now 
give him some portion with his daughters, as he had 
found such advantages from his connexion with him. 
. The terms which Jacob made with Laban appear 
very reasonable^ and we must consider the great in- 
«nfaseof the particular kinds of cattle, goats, and sheep, 
which he fixed upon^ entirely as an act of Provklence ^ 
fi>r Jacob could not foresee that there would be so great 
a proportion of ring-straked, Ac, neither was it in his 
power by any human art to mak^ (me hair of them 
white or blaok f j:. 

The extraordinary blessing which followed Jacob's 
services, might be intended partly to encoiArage his ^th' 
in the Divine promises ; and partly to point him out ta 
the world as a man peculiarly fkvoured of the Lord. 

We learn from this sectioni that it is good policy to 

• PsBlm cxxvii. 3. t Malt. v. 36. 

$ As Jacob's conduct in respect to peeling Ac rods (which I. 
have omitted) has the appearance of artifice, it may be proper tu 
rtmarkt that it is most iikely he was required to do this, in order 
to express his fuiHi in God> by whot? suggestion ha iiad fixed upon 
th? cattle that were speckled, &c. . By this sign then he may ba 
understood to have testified his firm belief* that the Lord was al>I« 
to make cattle produce young ones of any colours, and that h% 
certainly would make Laban's have speckled oneS} since He had 
4irocted Jacob lo luuae such for his wages, 

employ 
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•mploy in our domestic cdncernft pertox» of piety and, 
integrity* Such people acting from principle f will be, 
airxious to make their righteousness or Jidelifyi appear, 
and perhaps it is the ordinary course of Divine Provi-*, 
dence to send a blessing on their labours . 

We also learn, Uiat faithful servants may e3q>ect a. 
reward from God, when their services are not properly^, 
recompensed by their employers. 

SECTION XXXVUL, 

JACOB DEPARTETH^FROM MESOPOTAMIA. 

From Genesis^ Chap.xxxu 

And Jacob heard the words of Laban's sons, saying^. 
Jacob hath taken away all that was our father's; andi 
of that which was our father's hath he gotten all this 
glory.. 

And Jacob beheld the countenance of Laban, and 'y 
behold it was not toward him as before. 

And the Lobo said unto Jacob, Return unto the. 
land of thy fathers,^ and to thy kindred : and I will be: 
with thee.- 

And Jacob sent and called Rachel and Leah to the. 
field unto his flock, and said unto them, I see your fa*, 
therms countenance, that it is not toward me as before; : 
but tbe.GoD of my father hath been with n^e.- 

And ye know that, with all my poiVer 1 have served, 
your father: and your father hath deceived me, and? 
changed my wages ten times: but God suffered hiniA 
not to hurt me. 

If he said thus. The speckled shall be thy wager: : 
then all the cattle bare speckled : and if he said thm^- 
The ring-straked shall be thy hire ; then bare all the ^ 

1 6 cattle. 
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cattle ting-strdked. Tho^ God h«fth token ktraj the 
dattl^* of your fathef , and givcfn them to me. 

And it came to paiss, that the Angel of Gon spake 
iinto me in a AteAttty inylt^g, Jaeob ; and I said, Here 
am I ; and he daid, I am the OoD of Beth-e), where 
dioti anolnieddt the pillar, and trhere thou vowedst a 
V«w «nt^ m^ r nov^ arise, get thee out from this land, 
and return unto the land of thy kindred. 

And Rachel and Leah answered, and said unto him. 
Is there yet any portion 6r inlieritanoe for us in our 
father's house ? Are we not counted of him strangers ? 
for he hath sold us, and hath quite devoured also our 
money. For all thd riche^f which Gon hath taken from 
our father, that is our's and our children's : now then 
¥fhmoty^t G6tt hath said unto thee do. 

Theh Jaeob ro&^ up, and i^et his sons and his wivea 
i!ft!»on eam^lft $ and he carried a«^ay all hi$ cdttle, and 

all his goods which he had gotten, the cattle 6t hit 
^ttiiig, #hicb he had gotten in Padan-aram, for to go 
to Isaac his father in the land of Canaan. 

And Lahan went to shear his ^heep : and Rftohel 
had fetolon the images that trere her 6ither*ff. And 
Jacob stole away unawares to Laban the Syrian, Id 
that he io\d him not that he fled. So he fled with all 
that he had, and he rose up, and passed over the river, 
and feet his face loTVard mount Gilead. 

And it wa6 told Laban on the third day, that Jacob 
Wag i!ed : and he took his brethren with him, and por- 
sfned after hhti seven days' journey ; and ihey overtook 
him in the mount GHead. 

And God came to Laban the S3rrian in a dream by 
liijjht, and sahl unto him. Take heed that thou speak 
jstrt to Jacob- either good or bad. 

Ihcn Laban overtook Jacob. Notc Jacob had pitched 

his 



( 1«1 ) 

lf!f tent Ifi the motiAt t ^nd Laban wkh fih brethren 
pitched in the mount of Gilead. And Laban said to 
Jacob, What hast thou done, that thou ha^t stolen away 
unawares to me, and carried aw'a^r my daughters as 
captives taken with (he sword ? 

Wherefore didst sthou flee away secretly, and steal 
away from itie? and didst not tell me, that I might have 
sent thee aw&y with mirth, and with songs, with tabret,^ 
and with harp ? 

And hast not suffered me to kiss my sons and my 
daughters i thou hast now done foolishly in so doing. 
It is in the power of my hand to do you hurt : but the 
God of your father spake unto me yesternight, saying, 
Take thou heed that thou speak not to Jacob either 
good or bad. 

And now though thou wouldst needs be gone be- 
f ause thou sore longest after thy father's house ; yet 
t^herefore hast thou stolen my gods ? 

And Jacob answered and said to Laban, Because t 
Was afraid : for I said, Per adventure thou wouldst take 
by force thy daughters from me. 

With whomsoever thou findest thy gods, let him not 
live : before our brethren discern thou what is thine 
with me, and take it to thee : for Jacob knew not that 
Kachel had stolen them. 

And Laban went into Jacob's tent, and into Leah's 
fenl, and into the two maid-servants' tents ; but he 
found them not. Then went he but of Leah's tent^ 
and entered into Rachel's tent. 

Now Rachel had taken the images, and put them in 
the camel's furniture, and sat upon them : and Laban 
searched all the tent, but found them not. 

And Jacob was wroth, and chode with I.aban : and 
Jacob answered, and said to Laban, What is my tres- 
pass ? 
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pass i wbat it mj sin, that thou hast so hotlj- pursaed 
after me ^ 

Whereas thou hast searched nil my stuff, what hast 
thou found of all thy household stuff? set it here before 
my brethren and thy brethren, that they may judge 
betwixt us both. 

These twenty years have L been with thee : thy ewes 
and thy she -goats have not cast their young, and the 
rams of thy flock have I not eaten. 

That which was torn of beasts, I brought fiot unto 
thee : I bare the loss of it ; of my liand didst thou re* 
quire it, whether stolen by day, or stolen by night.^ 

Thus I was, in the day the drought consumed me» 
and the frost by night ; and my sleep departed from 
mine eyes. 

Thus have I been twenty years in thy house: I 
served thee fourteen years for thy two daughters, and 
SIX years for thy cattle: and thou hast changed mj 
wages ten times. 

Except the God of my father, the God of Abraham, 
and the fear of Isaac had been with me, surely tlioa 
badst sent me away now empty. God hatL seen mine 
afHiction, and the labour of my hands, and . rebuked 
thee yesternight. 

And Laban answered and said unto Jacob, These 
daughters are my daughtef^, and these children are my 
children, and these cattle are my cattle, and- all that 
thou seest is mine : and what can I do this day unta 
these my daughters, or unto their children which they;^ 
have born ? 

Now therefore come thou, let us make a covenant^ 
I and thou : aud let it be for a witness between me and 
thee. 

And Jacob took a stone^ and set it up for a pillar. 

And 
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And Jacob said unto hh brethren, Gatb^ stonei ; and 
thejr took stones and made an heap : and they did eat 
there upon the heap. And Laban called it Jegar saha- 
dutha : but Jacob called it G^eed : And Laban said, 
This heap is a witness between rae and thee this day ; 
therefore was tlie name of it called Galeed : and Miz« 
pah ; for he said, The Lord watch between me and 
thee, when we are absent one from another. 

If thou shalt afflict my daughters, or if thou shalt 
take other wives beside my daughters, no man is with 
us : See, Gop is witness betwixt me and thee. 

And Laban said to Jacob, Behold this heap, and be- 
hold this pillar, which I have cast betwixt me and theew 
This heap be witness, and this pillar be witneii^, that 
1 will not pass over this heap to thee, and that thoa 
shalt not pass over this heap and this pillar unto me 
for harm. 

The God of Abraham and the Gon of Nahor, tlie 
God of their father, judge betwixt us, ; 

And Jacob sware by the fear of his father Isaac « 
Then Jacob offered sacrifice upon the mount, and called 
his brethren to eat bread : and they did eat bread, and 
tarried all night in the mount. 

And early in the morning Laban rose up, and kissed, 
his sons and his daughters, and blessed them : and La- 
ban departed, and returned unto his place. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

There is something so nncomfortable in living anK)ng 
relations, who are jealous and envious, that Jacobs de« 
sire of leaving Mesopotamia, in order to be out of the 
way of Laban and his sons, appears very natural. 

We find that they set no account by his own labour ; 

but, because he had grown rich while connected with 

' them, 
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tfienii they supposed erery thing he pouestf d to belong. 
to Laban ; but in saying, that Jacok had taken awayali 
that was iheirJaiher^Sf they accused him unjuttly ; for 
we read in a former seGtion, that when Jacob settled 
widi his father in-law the terms of his hire» a s^piuration 
was made of all Laban's eattle, and the white ones only 
were conraiitted to bis care ; the others were giTen into 
the hands of Laban's sons, and removed three days 
journ^ from Jacob's charge. According to this i^ree- 
ment, Laban had no property in any that proceeded 
from these flocks and herds^ unless they were whiis 
also ; for. the cattle, Ac. that were speckled cnp strewed 
were allotted to Jacob, as a consideration for the tiiiio 
lie spent in Laban s service, therefore were as justly bia 
property, as if he had purchased them with nnMiey. 

We find, from Jacob*6 complaints to his wives, ao 
well as from his subsequent expostulations with Laban, 
^at he had conducted himself with the strictest e^ity ; 
and that, in order to satisfy his futher.in-law, lie hadr 
submitted to a change of wages every time the <»tde 
bore young ones, which, in that country, was twice a*^ 
year. A nioKt unpl^sant life surely had Jacob i toil- 
ing and slaving night and day, exposed to all the inole-^ 
mencies of the weather, and fretted with the discontent 
of those for whom he had acquired great wealth, but 
who nevertheless could not bear to see him^ making any- 
provision for his own increasing family. Yet all this 
Jacob patiently endured, till the Lord expressly called 
him to return into his own country ; for he considered- 
bimself as heir to the promises, and, as such, entirely 
at God's disposal. 

It is observable, that in the dream which Jacob te^ 
lated to his v^ives, he was r<:iminded of the coven^t 
which God made with him at Beth-el, and oi his ok^q 
vow. The Lord hai been with hinij and given h» 

"food 
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**'feod to eat, and -raiment to put on," and w«8 nowtalroui: 
t« co»«Nct him ''to hk fatlier^s houoe in paaco;'' itrwaa 
therefore hi» duty to obey the Divine e«miiMm% and tot 
fulfil bis part oS tile eovenanti whieb ti^ tkom he had. 
had no opportunity of doing. 

Jacob's wives seem to have been sharers widi him in 
the uneasiness he sufibred froni the discontent of theis 
ikthef and brethren. The change which was efeeted in. 
Laban^s mind, when he waspursuing Jacob with purposes 
of vengeance, verifies the royal Psalmist's words^ who 
says, •• Surely the tk^aih of man shall praise thee$ th^- 
nmatnder of wrath restrain^*** This seasonable inter* 
position ^ Divine Provid^ce was an instance of Qon'm 
iltvour to Jacob in particular, bat it proved a mercy to 
idl parties ; for had not the wrath of Laban been re^ 
strained, there wouM have been a dreadftd contest,, 
fl^hen be and his sons overtook the- fugitiTos: but it ift 
to be observed, that there was no absolute restraint kid 
upon Laban ^s Jiee mll^ fbr ho told Jacdb that he 
Was still possessed of the pouter to hurt him: his ^« 
bearance, therefore, is to be attributed to the fear of 
God, and a conviction in his mind that he was before 
going to commit sin. 

What tlve gods were, which Rachel stole, and why 
she took tl>em, is uncertain ; nor is ie at all material for 
us to I^now, becaiTse it is ertdent, that, m this respect^ 
she rs not proposed as an example for our imitation. II 
l^e made use of tb^i in worship, k must have been kt 
consequence of an erroneous education ; and Jacob, in 
all probdbflity, had it not in his power to overcome 
these prejudices, while he was a sajourrrer in a country, 
addicted to such practices. We shall find, in the course 
of the history, that as soon ^s he could, he put a stop 

to 
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ta them in hit clwn famtljr* It is manifbst, that habsOr 
believed the Lord to bis the Supreme God ; and the 
covenant between hin and Jacob seems to have been 
conducted in a manner conformable ta the religion of 
the Patriarchs. 

If Jacob had not beeiv of a very peaoe^le di^sition, 
he could not have lived for 20 years among spiteful r 
envious relations. Those who Rre unhappily under the 
same circumstances^ should take example from him, to* 
bear every tiling with patience and good humour, till it 
shall please God ta bless them with a prospect of change 
ing their situation for the better ; and they should, in* 
the mean whiles endeavour to conduct themselves ia 
such an equitable manner, that their actions may be 
approved in the sight of Gqd; then may they defy 
calumnyi and confidently hope, that his Providence will, 
io order events, that finally their enemies mli be aipe4i€9 
with them *• 

Laban himself affords an example worthy of imltar 
tion ; for he suppressed hi» resentment, as soon as be 
knew that, by indulging it, he should offend God. 
Laban bad no written Scriptures to furnish rules for bis- 
conduct ; therefore, the Lord graciously vouchsafed ta 
instruct him by immediate revelation* Christians have 
a still greater advantage thanl^aban had, in being taught 
their duty, before their passions have gamed ground, 
or they are put ta any great trials. From- the Bo^k 
ef God they may learn in their childhood^ that they 
should '* cease from anger, and forsake wrath ; and in 
BO wise fret themselves to do evilf . . That he who ia 
slow to anger, is better than the mighty 4 and he that 
ruletb his spirit, than he that taketh a city ^ ; and 

• ProT. xvi» 7, t Pi.' sxivii, 9. J Pro v. xri. 32. 

that 
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tliat they should not let the sun go down upoa their 
wrath ••'' 



SECTION XXXIX. 

JACOB SENDS MESSENGERS TO BSAV. 

From Genesis, Chap* xxxii. 



And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God 
met hio). 

And when Jacob saw them, he said. This is God's 
best: and he called the name of that place Maha* 
naim. 

And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his 
brother, unto the land of Seir, the country of Edom* 
' And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall y^ 
speak unto my lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith 
tbus, I hav^ soJo)£^nea witn Laban, and stayed there 
until now. . 

And I have oxen and asses, flocks, and men^seryants, 
snd women servants ; and I have sent to tell my lord, 
that I may find grace in thy sight. 

And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We 
came to thy brother Esau, aod also he cometh to meet 
thee, and four hundred men with him. 

Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed : and he 
divided the people that were with him, and the flocks, ' 
and herds, and the camels into two bands ; and said, 
If Esau come to the one company and smite it, then the 
other company which is left shall escape. 

And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and 
God of my father Isaac, thou Lord which saith unto 

♦ Ki)U. iv. ?6. 

me, 



foe, Bettirn unto thy couQtrjr^ atxi ta. thy ktodred^ and 
I will ded well with thee : 

I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of 
all the truth, which tliou^liast.ahewed unto thy servant: 
for with my staff I passed over this Jordan, and bow I 
am become two bonds. 

Deliver me, I pray thee from the hand of my bro* 
ther from the hand of Esau : for I f^af him, lest he 
will come and smite me, and the mother with the cbil* 
dren. 

And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good^ and 
make thy seed as the sand of the seai which cannot be 
numbered for multitude. 

And Jacob lodged there that same night, and took of 
that which came to his hand, a present for Esau hit 
brother : two hundred she-goats, and twenty he-goatif 
two hundred ewes, and twenty rams. 

Thirty milch camels. wiUK,jl^vf.^^tSj»fbrty kine, QQct 
ten bulls, twenty she asses, and ten loles; ^ ' ^ , 

And he delivered tbenx into the hand pf his'servimts, 
every drove by themselves ; and said unto his servanlSi^ 
Pass over before me^ and put a space betwixt d^QVQ 
and drove. 

And he commanded the foremost, 6ayin|^ When 
£sau my brother meeteth thee^ and asketh thee,^8ayin|[| 
Whose art thou ? and whither goest tliou ? and whose 
are these before tjiee ? 

Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's, 
it is a present sent unto my lord Esau : and behold also 
he is behind us. 

And $0 commanded he the second and the third, 
and all that followed the droves, saying. On this roan« 
per shall you speak unto Esau when you find him. 

And say ye moreoveri Beholdi thy servant Jacob is 

behind 
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(jf^hind 'XLS. Ftfr hevtttd, I wtO *{ipeafse' hhn^ith tile 
^evfent ll)^t>g«eth be^tm mt^ and atoiwavd I iriUNMe 
>hi)B^c)&; ^p^adv'Mitui^ h^wHl aeeejit vf me. 

»li9dged'tlHiiit itigftt hi tlie '€6«i|)iniy. AtA he 'rtM up 
thattiiglit, Aii€l<took his^trvto'wiveB, Ritdlmttwi) wot^en 
WfvantB, «md his ieleTidn>«(9iiB^ aisd|iei6ed t>f«r*lhei«id 

'And hetocdc thetn, and sent tbem overitbe br<i«)^9 
-And ^6Bt~oi/er' that he had. 

ANNOTATIONS A1JD REFLECTIONS. 

^ :Kha^ I^rld, in <«ife of his Psatas, ^rit^s ^, that 
'** Tne AvfQJSL dp the Lorb «noai3fpech about then 
^hat fear Hrid, mid deliver eth them/' The portion of 
^enptute <»iM3diied in the Sd<^ion be^sreAiSy ewempb- 
-Afo flHs truth. 

The Akg^l o^ i*(ite Lord, who (sfe 1^ isiuill teaB 
^h'^heemitsfe^tWs M^tory) is alteo'^tyled the L<ncx>adf 
H'Ofiif s; "M^ho had caused a number df d^ldBtialiieiiigs/to 
tir^tt^bthround the Heir of ihe'prt)fnk^s^'eti0b\ed hi» ey^ 
^ behold t^^^Mi. At fim Jiaeofb knew iMSit that thes^ 
angels were a|f{>ointed to gitard him «nd his family; 
T(nd pe>ha)ps it "t^s requisite that befbre tins oircum« 
vtad^e ti^ YAade icnowti to hkn, Jaciiib^ifhould inipl(n« 
hfe^ Ao*n the Lord. 

The t^n)^inb#ancedf the^ec^^tion^hetyad pmctimd, 
m^iiMer^o ^e^re thebirth-Hglit, and of Bsau's thr^it 
'Whi^h had drivto him ima« Hrdtige land, "^a^akened 
in -Jacfob^ttihKl the*moet di^tn^shig f\sars. Consoiovs-of 
Iris -demerits, he could not ckim the accomplishmeiit 
of the Drrlne promise, I tvill bemth ikee in (dl^ptacn 
voktftsiieoer ihdu goest, till he had hufiibl^dibiBMelf to 

Esau, 
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Esau, and done all in his power to appease him; 
with this view he sent the messengers to Seir, to ac- 
quaint Esau with his approach, and with the means 
whereby he had acquired the riches which he brought 
with him. The report of these messengers (as we find) 
rather increased than lessened Jacob's fears! for he 
"^ knew that his brother was /o Uve by his vooord; and 
fthould it be lifted up against him and his family, ha 
could make no defence. For this reason we miay sup- 
pose Jacob thought it prudent to approach as an hum- 
ble suppliant for Esau's favour. 

The precaution which Jacob used in dividing his 
people, &c. into two bands, was a very wise one ; but 
aft^r all, he Could not be certain that his well-concerted 
measures would succeed, yet nothing else could his 
own heart devise ; he had therefore recourse to Gon. 
The manner of Jacob's address to the Deity was per^ 
fectly consistent with that faith which was reckoned 
to the Patriarchs for righteousness. It was expressive of 
the utmost humility ; Jacob pleaded no merits ; all his 
hope and expectation of favour were fpunded upon 
the Divine promises^ and the mercies which Goo of his 
own^ee grace had already granted him. 

Jacob did not, however, presumptuously throw liim- 
self upon Providence : he still used human means; trust- 
ing for a happy event in the goodness of the Loan, 
who, by a secret influence on his mind, calmed his fears, 
80 that he ventured to send his family on before him. . 

We h£^e already reiqarked *, that there is some- 
thing delightful in the expectation of finding m Hea- 
ven a set of benevolent friends, ready to welcome us 
to those blessed abodes. It is an additional comfort 
to think, that angels are frequently the invisible com- 

* See Section xxiii. 

/. . ' panions 
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f anions of ine^ on carUi. Their totercouiye mhh us it 
of a nature which we cannot uD(lerstaad» because it b 
spiritual) and therefore it would be to no purpose to en- 
deavour to discover it. But the Scripture teaches Uf, 
that they are God's ministers, sent forth to guard all 
i^bo are heirs of the promises^ from their spiritual ea0« 
xnies* ; and the idea that such pure intelligences ajee 
upectators of our conduct, ought to be an additional 
motive to circumspection. 

In Jacob's distress at the thoughts of meeting EsaU, 
we see the potoer of conscience ; even a Divine promise 
could not silence his apprehensions, when he reflected 
OB the offences he had committed : How cautious theii 
should every person be to avoid unworthy actions, 
since they have a natural tendency to abate our confi- 
dence in God ! But should we, unfortunately fbr our- 
selves, thus wound our peace of mind ; the ondy remedy 
that can be sought with success, is, the mercy of Gos»« 
The Lord alone ^an supply us with the balm of conso- 
lation. And what human being has not at one time or 
other experienced the want of it ? Who that has sup- 
plicated like Jacob, has been denied this heavenly boonj 
Let us then on such unhappy occasions earnestly implore 
our God and Saviour to deliver us, in his infinite good- 
ness, from the consequences of our own misconduct ; 
using at the same time every means in our power for 
conciliating the favour of those we have o&nded. 

r 

SECTION XL. 
Jacob's wae&tlin^f. 
From Genesis, Chap. xxxm. , 

And Jacob was left alone: and there wr/sstled a man 
with him until the breaking of the day, 

* Heb. i. 14. - 

And 
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' 'Abd%Iitn*he-8awthat he preraHeS not ftgaissthid^ 
4ie'tmidieH lA>e )i6lIoir df his-Uiigh; and ihe hotlMr 
^ Jaceb'a ibi^ was oat of jointy as %e wrestled ivitli 
tbhn. 

llLiBd^ie«atd, Letme-gOy (br^bfeday breaketb: arf 
^fte^iafd, 9 trill not 4et thee go, teiccept tiiou bless me, 
^%«id fie JMid Hintoiiitn, What is thy name^ anfd he'said, 

And be said. Thy name shall be t^edno more JacA* 
Jbiit Israel ; fbr ^as a fsrmce ^hast diou poorer vkh God 
iQUd^lthnieny and hast^prevailed. 

And ffacob'a^ed him, and satd, Tell me, I pray thee, 
<hy namo : and^e said, Wherefore is it that thou doM 
jMk •after tny tiame ? und he blessed him there. 

lAtiid <Jaoob*oaNed the name of the place Peniel : fat 
i^ifeseenGWD'fAcc to face, and my life is preserved^ 

Af^- as lie passed over Penuel, the sun rose upoh 
Urn, and be halted upon his thigh. 

Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the^inew 
which shrank, 'Which is upon the hollow of the thigh, 
tsnto this day ; because he touched the hollow of Jacobs 
Ihi^ in the sinew that shrank. 



ANNOTATIONS aw REFLECTIONS. 

The passage of Scripture contamed in thlt Section is 
tery obscure, and cannot be fully explained. It may 
be conjectured, that Jacob having conducted his fiunily 
in safety over the brook Jabbbk, returned to the place 
where he had beheld the angelic host, ia order to pass 
a little time in private devotion. at that sacred spot, 
ind entreat the Lord to grant him some evident bless* 
ing to support his mind under the conflicts which dis* 
turbed it. It is most likely that the wrestling was a 

' visionary 
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vismary scene ; but It is dearfrom Jacob's own words 
that the Lord mani&Bti^d Hia Divlae preaeofce to hiist^. 
at this time in aa eaUtiBmiiMary maoner, land, ftt his 
euraeat impo^ntimityy gcaoted him a hl^ng« by gi%jag 
him, in addition to the name he already Wias known. 
by, that i^Ismelf (or a Prmc« of God) which was de« 
sigua4 as a t6kfen> tbiitithe X«Qia> would favour him and 
his posterity, for his omn sake^ as well as for the sake of 
Abraham and laaac. Jacob was now made a prince, 
which intimat^d^ thai on his return to Canaan, he. 
rfiottld not Ime in a subordinate capacity. The sudden 
lameness which seized him/ was perhaps infiictied at first 
t» conyince, and aflerwai^ to remmd him of Ins own, 
natural weakness. That he had jxnver mth GoA, waa 
owing to the lUfuie Indidgencei akne, as Jacob was 
wdl convinced ; for he expressed his tt^uiriuneot that 
hehadlttheld the face (or Image) of God, and wat 
j^ aliTe*^-^ A very improper use is sometimes madA 
of this portion of Scripture by Enthusiasts, who talk 
much Q^toredUng tidth Gon in prater ; but, aa In this 
passage, thereisino general iostcuction pomted e»t by th# 
Sacred Historian, or obvious to human reason, it is best 
to consider it as a matter rating to Jacob only, as 
the head of a nation, who, without doubt, understood 
its impoit. It is not necessary that ChrisUans should 
ao full|r eomprehend what seems to have a particular 
teferance 'to the Jewish cecooomy, 

SECTION %Lh 
Jacob's RBCONCiLiATfOH wfth his -Buorutn ESAtr. 

From Genesis, Chap^ xzxiii* 

And Jacob lifted up his eyes, and looked, and be* 
hcffil, 'Esau eame, and wiHi him four hmidred men» 

• The word Ftnitl signifies ihefact (fCod. 
*TOU I. K 



' • :%nd'he divided the children unto Leab» and onto Ra« 
^el, and unto the two hand-maidik 

And he put the hand-maids a^d their children fore- 
aiosty and Leah and her children after, and Rachel and 
Joseph hindermost. 

And he passed orer before them/ and bowed Umself 
to the ground seven times, until he came near to hit 
brother. 

And Esau ran to meet him, and embraced him, and 
fbll on his neck, and kissed him ; and they wept* 

And he lift up his eyes, apd saw the women, and 
tlie children, and said, Who are those with thee ? And 
he said -the children which God hath graciously, givea 
thy servant. 

Then the hand-maidens came near, they and their 
idiildren, and they bowed themselves. And Leah also 
with her children came near, and bowed themselves; 
and after came Joseph near and Rachel, and they bow. 
cd themselves. 

' And Esau said, what meanest thou by all this drove 
which I met i And he said^ these are io find grace in -the 
#ight of my lord. 

And Esau said, I have enough ; my brother, keep 
that thou hast unto thyself. 

And Jacob said, Kay, I 4)ray ^hee. If now I have 
ibund grace in thy sight, then receive my |>resent at 
my hand ; for therefore Lhaveseen thy iaee,-as4hoi:^li 
J had seen the face >of God^ and Jthou wast pleased 
with me. *"• 

Take, I^pray thee, xAy .blessii^g -that is 'brought to 
thee ; because God hath dealt graciously with me, 
and because I -have-enough ;:and he urged him, and he 
took it* 

And^sausaid,Xet us lakfe:our journey, and iet us go, 
and I will go before thee« 

Mi 
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And Jacob aaid QAto hiniy My lord knowetb that tho ' 
cliildren are tender^ and the flocks and herds with young * 
are with me^ and if men should over-drive them one day^ 
alhthe flock w'fil die. 

Let my lord, I pray thee, pass over before his ser- 
vant: and I will lead on softly according as the cattle 
that goeth before me, imd the children be able to en* 
dure : until I come unto my lord unto Seir* 

And Esau said, Let me now leave with thee some of 
thefolk that «re with me; sad Jacob said, Whatneed- 
eth it ? let me ^nd grace In the sight of my lord ? 

So Esau returned that day on his way unto Seir. And 
Jacob journeyed to Succoth, and buUt him an house,, and 
made booths for his cattle : therefore the name of the 
place is Succoth. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We learn from another part of Sacred History, that 
Esau and his family had driven out th^ Horim^ or 
Horites, who dwelt in Mount Seir, and settled them- 
selves in the land*. This happened while Jacob was '* 
in Mesopotamia ; Esau therefore became a /ymce, while 
Jacob wab only a servant ; thi^ consideration, added to 
the consciousness of his offence, might induce Jacob to. 
spproach 'his brother in the humble manner whtdi it 
described in this section. By calling^^au his lord^ and 
himself Esau's seroanty Jacob certainly did pot meah to 
give up bis spiritual advantages, but merely to shew his 
respect, as is still the custom among men who style per* 
sons of rank their lords, and themselves their servants,- 
without owing them any particular homage. 

Prom Esau's affectionate behaviour to Jacob, we may 
infer that he was not upon the whole of a bad disposi- 
tion ; for ho one could testify more generosity and kind- 

* Dcut. ii. i«. 

K 2 Bess 
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fiWBihahlite did tspob this oceae^; thegititfeidthliii 
diameter was, slightinj^ the Divine premiMB* 

It iB'tfbservuble, that <tf ^ two^ Esaa fffesn to hm 
had the highest Joy, for his had no allogr. It gave likii 
the shieerest delight to pwem to hk bosoniy a brother 
whom limg sbBenee had endear^ ; he had the fefte 
aatisftictioB ofuhewing his genernsiCyytby Ireely forgivSoi 
former offenees. It wm mn ^ditional pleasure to it* 
eeive such an aecesi^on <tf tiew relatlans. Women 
whose viVtues rendered thetft cfmaments 1m> 'llie fiaa^f, 
promising youths^ and innoeeiit ehOdren. Oh theother 
handy the joy whicharose in Jacob's bosom was evideat- 
}y chastised with fsar ; stitt it tvtf^r joy, and cheqpfy 
-purchase by that humiliation^ which on this occasioQ it 
was his duty to shew. 

Jacob's expression, ^' I have seen thy face, as though 
I had seen the face of 6od>" implies^ that he eouldnot 
be iattsfied without ofibring something by way of atoae- 
ment, .which he h<^ed his brother would receive $ai 
vegard in that light. To have refgsed his present woaU 
have been unkbd'; by aeeeptidg it, £saa removed bifr 
brother's apprdiessiotts, and quieted his coBScie&ce* 
He regard^ the present not only as an atoneraeat fet 
j^ olfiAices but as a pledge of AdfUfelciadne^s. 

ft is likely Jacob had other reasons, besides those iie 
tMBtioned, for not attending his brother to mount Seir^ 
butas iie appMfa lo^ have b^n of agood natured, gentle 
di^KmiCion, we-«iQrfseacK|y beljeve/that he had, as he 
profesied to have, a tender v^tfrd to l&e diildieii and 
cattle. 

Having see» Uiafioat of the Lord, Jboob waoUrbave 
been wry bkantaUa had he accepted ef a guardfiem 
Eaan* * - 

Wo are not toM, why Jae4idid MtjUbtphia hrodier 
to Seir; biit it la likely tbslt, vponnreflectiosy hethougbt 
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it wrioag la |px thitbor^ b» h^ h§A, received • Diyin^ 
command to netum iotq t]\e lan^ of his kindred ; b^ 
j]de% he muit have an usf^nt 4e«ire to see hit.&thes'*' 
Rebekah is supposed to have di^ during bis absence. 

As such «oii8taait traveilio^ wa^ very fatigfoiog jtohis 
familjy aod bis cattle were »ear h«u'if)g youi|g ones, it 
was verj prudent in Jacob to stop for a time. The 
kouae he built, was, in all pf oiiability, little more thai\ 
a tent. In building booths for his cattle, hegavetip^ 
cither instance of benevolence, worthy of imitatien, 

Tliere is something so truly interesting in the accounts 
which is here given of the reconciliation between the 
two brothers, that every reader mustr &el its force. M^y^ 
those, who« like Esau, h|ive met with treatment that 
appears injurious, be ready to take example firom hi^ 
noble conduct ; and may all who have,^ like Jacob,, 
brought displeasure upon themselves, by indirect prac- 
tices, be as ready as he waSt to inibdue resentment by 
poper concessioDft ; then will each party know, from. 
hi^y experience, << ho^ good and joyful a thing iti iS|, 
for brethren to dwell together in unity * P 

SECTION XhU. 

eOB APPKAABTU TO JAC08^-H£PUTTBTM AWAIU^LM^ 

From Gettesisy Chap, x^xWu xxxiv. xxxv. 

And Jacd» came to Shalem, a city of Shechem, which 
' k in the land of Canaan, when he came fromPad^n- 
imutf l^ and pitched his tent before the city* 

And he bought a parcel of a field, where he* had 
spread his tent, at the hand of die children of Hamor, 
^Miem's father, for an hundred piei^es of money* 

And he erected there an altar,, and called it El-el^he-^- 
Israel ;'t^at is, Cron, the God ^f Israel. 

«;» And 
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' AntiGoD said unto Jacob, Arise; go up to Betfi-ef, 
and dwell there ; and nake there an altar unto God, 
that appeared unto thee, when thou fieddest from the 
face of £sau thy brother, 

Hien Jacob said unto bis houseliold, and to all that 
'Were with him^ Put away the strange gods that are 
among you, and be clean, and change your garments : 
And let us arise, and go up to Beth, el ; and I wiH 
' make there an altar unto God, who answered me in 
the day of my distress, and was with me in the way 
#hicfi I went. 

And they gave unto Jacob all the strange gods Mvhick 
vrere in their hand, and all their ear-rings which were 
in their ears : and Jacob hid them under the oak thit 
was by Shechem. 

And they journeyed : and the terror of God was 
upon the cities that were round about them ; and they 
'did not pursue after Uie sens of Jacob. 

So Jacob came to Lnz which is in the land of Canaan 
<tliat is Beth-^el), he and all the people that were with 
I hin^ And he built there an altar, and called the plaee 

pi*i^h^} : . because there God appeared unto him, 
when .he fled from the face of his brother. 
I r. i^ And God appeared unto Jacob^igain when he came 

I ovt ^£ Padan-aram : and blessed him. 

I '* And God said unto him, thy name is Jacob: thy 

! name shall not be called any more Jacob, but Israel 

shall be thy name ; and he called his name Israel., 
And God said unto him, I am God ALMiGHtT ; be 
' • froilful and multiply ; a nation and a company ^f natiofis 

! ^^riiall be of thee, and kings shall come out of thy loins. 

And the land which I gave Abraham and Isaac, to 
I ^: thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee will I gife 

the land. . > 



And 
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And Gton went up firomrliiii in: tBci p]ae6J#|ien; Kf 
talked wkh him* . - ; > 

And Jacob let up a pillar in:rthe piace where Qov 
talked with him^ even a pillar of stone*:- and he poured 
a drink ofi^ing.thereon^ and he poured oil thereon, and 
called the place Bieth«eL 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

As the son of Isaac, and the grandson of Abraham^ 
Jacob had received many blessings; but he had lateij 
been^made a'Pris^ under the title aUsTaely qind q$ sudb, 
was to give a name to a> people «< He wisely considered 
thai tLpeojACf unless undar the gnidaace-and protection 
ioi Goo, can have;no security^; his.fii^t care, therefote^ 
4m has arrivaliin that. couBtiry> which was destined to be 
the futare inheritance, of his descendants, was to pur- 
chase a piece of ground for the cypress purpose of coi^- 
•ecrating it to the Lobd;. here he built an altar, that 
he might occasionally assemble \m family to join ip 
those sacrifices, which,' as has heesx already obsef ve4, 
made a prindpal part of the religion of the Patriarchs f 
•but ituseems hadid not fully accom^ish his desigp. 

At this place Jacob mi^t have lived very bap^y,; 
for the people of tl^ adjacent country Were extremely 
courteous to him : but, throu^ the hidkoreti<m ^f his 
daughter Dinah, an unhappy difference arose beiweien 
the Shechemites and Jacob's sons ; in which the latter 
behaved with such . outrageoua cruelty, as brought an 
odium upon the whole family ; so that Jacob began to 
fear a conspiracy would bB raised against him by the 
rest of the Canaanites, and on this account he resolved 
to remove. While Jacob was deliberating where to fix 
his halntation, he received a Divine command to go to 
to Bethel.- Jacob well remembered his solemn vow, thaliF 
if he returned in peace, he would consider thepillar, 
which he set up at Bethel as God's house, 

K^ it 
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ZtlMur b««ii wkteii tbit'Badief imyg^ awaf her 
father's idoh, which she kept carefully eonbeakd : it ii 
Avt vnli&fll^ bwst that Laafa anil bar iMmdmatds night 
have «ee»etftd 4H^ers ; and it is lerj probable^ tliat whea 
laeob'sifoiii destroy^ die ciQ- of fllwdiea^llie captirei 
they took carried with them some fi dttkt. Nmp ai 
Jacob had pKHniao^- that the Loko sbonkl be his only 
God, if ever ha lettmed to Batb-el^ it would havebeen 
a viola^n of his vow, had he M^Mttsred bdj thing to re^ 
maia in hia ftuiily tliat mig}^ hava been^ h^dinai^ 
degree of eempetition wstb the Loss ; be tfacrefoie 
desired theaa *' to put away the atrange gods duis weie 
among them.'* Hie aiao^ vequinedi th«w da wash Ask 
bodies^ and change tiieir gawaairts: Aua latiiasiiBgj 
that an entive puii6cation wav ttccassasy, in maikt ta 
their becoming diepeouHarpeopla of Ucaa^ 

How happy roust Jacob hwa bae% ivteni tke ILom 
ipptBred to him at Bethel, aisd again proDDUBeadhHa 
a FfiAoe of €rO]>> giving kin. lifeawiae tisa Wsning of 
Jlbrahaffi4 lir was an additibiwd satisftatiaat t» hias^ m 
know for i^ certainty, Aat (iia Losto^ wast ikm Am^ 
MMarrOaD* 

it m bnposaiblii tw obtain an^ exact idea a0 Jaacb^ 

pHlar ; someeeflftmentatora aoppose, diat the laiuiaiH 

made Between the Loan aad Jacob was inscribed oa 

it. It is most likely, that the ceremoniet Jacob used 

• were of Divine appdntnaent. 

The conclusions suggested by this section ave, Aat 
the LoftD is true to His promises, and oraoipetantta 
perform them ;-^tliat his favour comprahenda ail the 
blessings of life, and if so, tiiat it m our traest iMerest to 
sedic it ; and that when His bleewngsare s bo w wcd dowa 
upon us, ft is our duty to acknowledge, and be diaob- 
fol for bis goodness. 

... SECTION 
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SEcrroN xijn. 

Vi£B D8ATB& IMP RAGHEt AHO ISAAQi^ 

i*r©m Genesis,, Chap, xxxv. 

Aim they jmirneyed from Bethel r and it came to 
pass that Rachel bare another son, and his father called 
Inm Benjamin; and Rachel died, and was buried in the 
way to Ephrathj whfch is Bethlehem. 

And Jacob det a p31ar upon her gra^e : that is the 
pillar of RachePs grave unto this day. Ancl Israel 
journeyed, and spread his tent beyond the tower of 
Edar. 

And Jacob came unto Isaac hh &ther unto Maaire/ 
onto the city of Arbidi (which is Hebron) where Abra- 
ham and Isaac sojourned. 

And the days of Isaac were an hundred and four- 
score years : and Isaac gave up the ^ost and dfted, aoA 
was gathered unto his people, bi^g i^ and futt ^ days ^ 
and his sons Esau and Jacob buried him. * > 

And Esau took hiswires, amd Ins sons, and his daugh^ 
ters, and aH the persona of his house, and his eauiis^ 
and al> hh beasts, and aH hit subataincev wiriph he Aad 
got in the land of Canaan ; and went into tiiecouatry^, 
from the face of his brother Jacobs 

For their riches were more than tftat they might 
dwell together : and the land wherein they were stran^ 
gers^ could not bear them» because of their cattle; 
Thuiff dwdt Esau in mount Seir: Esau is Edon^ 

And Jacob dwelt in the land wherein his father was 
a stranger, in the land ci Canaan ; and the sons of 
Jacob weretwdYC, Reuben, Simeon, Levi, Judah, Issa- 
ehar, Zebuhm, I^an, NapthaH, Oad, Asher, 'Joseph^ 
dnd Benjamin ; aiid hia daughter's name was 'Dmh. 

k5 ANNO*^ 
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ANNOTATIONS aijd REFLECTIONS. 

Rachel had, with uDCommon solicitude, desired aa 
increase of family : little did she think that the com- 
pletion of her wishes should prove fatal to herself! Ja< 
. cob felt the most poignant grief at the death of a wife 
'80 beloved, but tbif misfortune served to exercise hit 
patience. 

It must have been a great consolation to Jacob, once 
more to behold his aged father ; and, without doubt» 
the good old patriarch sincerely rejoiced at the return 
tof hjsson ; especially when he found, in the increase of 
Jacob's family and riches, an earnest of the accomplish- 
ment of all the Divine promises. 

Soon after Jacob's return^ Isaac was released from 
this mortal life ; and (as we conclude^ from the expres- 
sion gathered to hisjathersj his sou) was received into 
4he state of rest ^pointed for tlie departed spirits of 
good men. 

It appears that Esau, as the eldest son, had for hit 
portion the greatest part, if not all, of his father's richa 
.in the land of Canaan, which he took away with him 
to Seir ; and that Jacob was left in Canaan to increase 
his substance^ by the Providence of Goo. The Scrip- 
ture informs us. that the descendants of Esau soon mul- 
tiplied into a powerful nation called the Edomites, 
which had many kings, long before * there was aaj 
king in Israel. 

The twelve sons of Jacob, mentioned in this section, 
were the heads of the twelve tribes of Israel, as will be 
seen in the succeeding part of this history. 

From the misfortune which befel Jacob, in the loss 
^his wife, so soon after he was reconciled to his bro- 
^^er, and had received a confirmation of the blessing of 
Abrahami we learn to reflect, tJiat no human felicity is 

* Geo. xxsvi. sit 

permanent 
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permanent. The Almighty, who knoirai tiAat is in 
nra^y youchsafes to ^ofcdii^age His servants to the per- 
formance of their duty, by setting before them pfromiset 
of reward, and granting them many fkTours : and when 
they are in danger of becoming too confident oftheir 
own strength, or too miifich i^ttached to the things o^ 
' this wdrld, he calls them back tb a sense of their mortal 
state by afflictions. 

Isaac seems to have had a Very good heart; and ia 
respect to Y\A^Jaith he was exemplary ; jsspecially if we 
suppose him to have J>een consenting te the sacrifice of 
himself in obedience to God's command ; but it must 
be acknowledged, that his character was not perfect ; 
for some things are recorded of him which we cannot 
but condemn. It is no uncommon thing for scoffers ta 
reject, nay even to deride, the example of the Patri- 
. ar'chs, because they erred in some particular instances : 
should we not rather rejoice to find, that they were 
men of like infirmities with ourselves, as this circum- 
stance encourages us to copy them in such parts of 
their conduct as gained them the Divine favQi^^m,^ 

; ' SECTION XLIV. &M£'\ 

JOSEPH SOLD BY HIS BRETHREN!^5^\:^?^ ^' ' 

From Genesis^ Chap. 'n^'xyiu 
Joseph, being seventeen years old, was feeding the 

flock with his brethren, and the lad was with the sons of , 

Bilhah, and with the sons of Zilpah, his father's wives i 

and Joseph brought unto his fether their evil report. 
Now Israel loved Joseph more than all his children, 

because he was the son of his old age : and he made 

him a coat of many colours. 

And when his brethren saw that their father loved 

him more than all his brethren, they hated him, and 

could not speak' peaceably imto him. 

k6 And 
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.Ask8^fG6eph drefttned adrdam, Mi he told ft hklKm 
thren : and they hated him yet the Biore. 

And he said unto them, Hear, I pray yoo, thit dream 
which I have dreamed : for behold, we were bindiDg 
iheaves in the field, aad lo, my «heaf arose, and id«o 
•tood upright ; and hditold, your sheares stood roond 
IdKmt, and made dbetfianee to my le^eaf. 

And hia brethren said unto him,^ Shalt thou indeed 
i^gn over us ? or shalt thou indeed have dominion over 
us ? And they hated hkn yet the more ftrr his dreains 
and for his words. 

And he drowned yet another dream, and told it hii 
brethren, and said. Behold, I have dreamed a dream 
m^re ; and behold, the sun and the moon, and the ek- 
^en stars made obeisance to me. 

And he told it to his father and to his brethren ; and 
hfs father rebuked him, and said unto him, What is this 
dream that thou hast dreamed ? shall I and thy mother 
and thy brethren indeed come to bow down ourselves 
to thee, unto the earth ? v 

And his brethren envied him ; but his father efeserv- 
ed the saying. And his brethren went to feed their 
father's flock in Shechem. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, Do not thy brethren 
feed the flock in Shechem ? come, and I will send thee 
unto them. And he said unto him, Here am I. 

And he said to him, Gfo, I pray thee, see whether it 
be well with thy brethren, and well with the €oek8 ; 
and bring me word again. So he sent him out of the 
vale of Hebron, and he came to Shechem. 

And a certain man found him, and behold, he waa 
wandering in the field ; and the man asked him, siting, 
What seekest thou I 
' And he said, I seek my brethren; tell me, Ipro| 
Ihee, where they fbed their flocks ? 

And 
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* And Ate man naid, they are ^€f>arted hence: ftr I 
heard them nay^ Let us go to Dothan. And JoBqph 
vent after his brethren, and fonnd them in Dothan. 

And when they saw him afhr olf, eren before he 
came near onto them, ttiey conspired against him to 
lAay him. And tiiey said one to another. Behold this 
dreamer cometh. 

Come now therefore^ and let us slay him, and cast 
him into some pit, and we will say, some evil beast 
hath devoured him : and we shsdf see what will become 
of his dreams* 

And Reuben heard it, and he delivered him out of 
their hands; and said, Let us not kill him: and Reuben 
said unto them. Shed no blood, but cast him into thf^ 
pit that is in the wilderness, and lay no hand upon him; 
that he might rid hhn out of their hands, to deKver him 
to his flither again. 

And it came to pass wlien Joseph was come unto his 
brethren, that they stript Joseph out of his coat, his 
coat of many colours that was on him : and they took 
him, and cast him into a pit : and the pit was empty, 
there was no water in it. 

And they sat down to eat bread ; and they lift up 
(heir eyes and looked, and behold a company of Ishmae* 
Utes came from Oilead,with tbetr camels bearing spicery, 
and balm, and myrrh, going to carry it down to Egypt. 

And Jndah said unto his brethren, What profit is it 
if we slay our brother, and eonceal his blood ? Come, 
and let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and let not omr 
hand be npon him ; for he is our brotlier, and oiir flesh ; 
and his brethren were content. 

'nien there passed by Midianrtish merchantmen : and 
they drew and lift up Joseph out of the pit, and sold 
Joseph to the Ishmaelites for twenty pieces of silver ; 
and th^ brought Joseph into Egypt. 

And 
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Ab4 Reuben rotwned upto- the nit ; and behold J(h 
•eph was not in the pit : and be rent his clothes. Anii 
he returned unto his brethren, and said. The child is 
not ; and I> whither shall I go ? 

And they took Joseph's coat, and killed a kid of the 
goats, and dipped the coat in the blood: and the coat 
of many colours they brought to their father; and said, 
This have we- found : know now whether it be tbv £qq'i 
coat or no ? 

And he knew it, and said. It is my son's coat; an 
evil beast hath devoured him : Joseph is without doubt 
rent in pieces. 

And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sack-cioth upon 
his loins, and moprned for his son many days. 

• And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to com- 
fort him : but he refused to be comforted ; and he said, 
For I will go down into the grave unto my son, mourn** 
ing; thus his father wept for him. 

ANNOTA'UONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The sons of Jacob were not all the children of one 
mother ; for according to the. custom of the age hq 
lived in, this patriarch had several wives, viz. Leah and 
her hand*maid Zilpah ; Rachel and her hand-maid Bil« 
hah. As there were jealousies and dissensions among 
the women, it is most likely that their children formed 
parties adverse to each other. Unfortunately for Jo- 
seph, he related some things to his father, of which bis 
brothers wished to keep him ignorant. 
: We are told, that Jacob's partiality to Joseph was on 
account of his being ihc son of his old age. This could 
not be the case ; because there was an equal reason for 
hi* giving a preference to Zebulun ; and much more foe 
his loving Benjamin better than either of them, as he 
was 15 years younger ; but critics tell us, that this text 
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h not tranilated accoifding to the Hebrew IdioMi and 

that it should have been rexi<ieredy became he^i^s m wke 

and prudent son ^« 

A learned commentator also informs us, that Joseph- s 

coat, which is in our translation called a eoat of many 
colours, might be denominated a long garment ; and is 

supposed to have been made down to the heels or ati- 

clesy with a border at the bottomi and long sleeves dowi^ 

to the wrist, turned up with the same as the border ; 

which was in ancient times accounted both a noble and 

honourable dress. 

It is evident, that Jacob had a tender solicitude for 
the welfare of his other sons, or he would not have sent 
.Joseph to inquire after them ; and it is apparent, that 
Joseph himself had an affection for his brethren, by his 
being so ready to go, and so diligent in seeking them. 

Joseph's dreams certainly were from God, and were 
presages of his future greatness. It was usua], in the 
early ages of the world, (before there were Scriptures 
especially} for the Lord to make known future events, 
by a kind of revelation, which are sometimes denoml* 
nated visions of the night, .These were very different 
from common dreams. 

Little did poor Joseph think, when the vam'ty of a 
youthful heart led him to relate his dreams to his bre- 
thren, that be was furnishing food for their envy! 

If the sons of Jacob even supposed that Joseph in- 
rented the dreams, it was very unjust to thinV of pu- 
nishing him with death : and if they really thought 
that he was divinely inspired, it was impious to attempt 
to frustrate the purpose of the Almighty. 

Reuben, who was the son of Leah, and Jacob's first- 
.boh), seems to have been of a more compassionate turn 

* Stackhouse on the Bible ^ also Kssay for a new Translation of 
the Bible. 

of 
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te did net rmoein wj«b €b# reflt. 

How shocking it is to read, that after hanog strip* 
ped their brother^ and thrown bin into a pi^ th^ sat 
dovi^ to eat, tiiough ^ley had witnessed the anguish 
of his soul, and heard his earnest entreaties that tiiejr 
would have compassion on hnn ! Judah seems to haw 
abhorred the sin of fratricide ; but he so far agreed 
with the resty that he wished the object of tlieir mutual 
envy to be removed out of the way. 

The Midianitish merchantmen are supposed to have 
been some of the descendants of Midian* one of the sons 
of Abraham and Ketarah ; and the Ishmaelites were of 
the posterity of Ishraael. These travellers seem to have 
associated together for safety and society, as is still the 
custom in those eastern countries, which are inlested 
with wild beasts and robbers. Their arrival at this 
critical period was a providential interposition. 

. Rending the clothes appears, from several pa8sage» 
of Scripture, to have been the ancient way of express^ 
ing grief for calamity, or sorrow for sin. 

. Jacob's affliction for the loss of his son was very natu* 
ral; yet he was certainly wrong in refusing to be comforted^, 
and in resolving to mourn to the day of Ms own death; but 
we may suppose that he made use of these expressions i» 
the first transports of his grief, and afterwards patiently 
submitted to what he concluded to be the will of Geo. 
It is needless to expatiate on the wickedness of Joseph's- 
/brethren ; but it may be necessary to point ^ut to young 
"persons^ that they should be very careftilnot to carry evil 
reports of each other io their parents. Joseph^ im- 
prudence in teffing tales, and his father's in listening to 
them, seem to have furnished his brethren with the first 
jpretenee for openly expressing their hatred of hiin: sot 
that this justified their malice^ fi>r they weremen o£exffi» 

S enfi^. 
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esee^js tAtm wdrld, aoid oti^ to liav* etciiscsd Joieph m 
consideration of Im youth. Besides, H is a -very gnea^ 
iiieBnneB»«8'ireli at a sto lo indulge envy on scof oecaHon. 

Yooag pensons may farther learn fbom ih/t eroor of 
Josepliy that it is exceedingly dangerous to boast of 8a« 
perior advantagea. None, indeed, can expect, like 
Joseph, to have divine revelations : bisl we nmy chance 
to have distinctions of another kind, from which we 
may pronnse ours^ves advaocenient in the world; in 
these cases, we should be extiKndy caotionr not to 
provoke jealousy and eovy in the mincb of onr rel»- 
tioBs, by exult»g over tbeni» 

ititsbcKking to tdrnk, tint it should ev«E!«ntmr into 

the heart&of men, to sM »nd bity each elher Jbr da'on i 

Yettemriaaiiy people ate tiieresdll «nsttngin ti» wwU^ 

who follow this idlnmian tmffick, with as much compo- 

M»e at Jacob's mms iGd : one party receiving money in 

esdiange for tisose, wIuh if not brethren by blo^d^ «n» 

M\xfmatwmi the other tearing awvf a prqmisii^gyoulii^ 

oshe^eaavii^ia (ihesoie oomfortpedhu^of their aged 

parents),, a wife from her beloved and atifectioiiate lnt»- 

bmd, a tender nwdier irom her darling child, nevei^ 

nevermore to -meet agani the dear objects of their best 

a&ctiona; bat condeibBied, for the remainder of Uieir 

wretched fives, to the vikst drudgery, the most wim u 

loan crusty, and the hardest fiire ! O thai such mina^ '. 

turai nierchamdizen would but reflect on the anguish of 

mind they occasion i Anguish, which ranldes in the 

soul, ondre than an envenomed and barbed arvow m 

the flesh! 

SECTION XLV. 

JOSEPH CAST INTO PBISOIT* 

Ffom GeneHst Chap, xiux* 

And Joseph was broughi down to Egypt ; and IV 
tiphsr^ an officift of Pharaoh, cqitain of tho guavd^ an 

Egyptian, 
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Egyptian, bought him of the hand of the Isfamaelitei^ 
which had brought him down thither. 

And the Lord was with Joseph, and he was a pros- 
perous man ; and he was in the house of his master tht 
Egyptian. 

And his master saw that the Lord was with him, 
and that the Lord made all that h^ did to prosper ia 
his hand. 

And Joseph found grace in his sight, and he senred 
him : and he made him overseer over his house, and 
all that he had he put into his hand. 

And it came to pass from the time that he had made 

him overseer in his house, and over all that he had, that 

the Lord blessed the Egyptian's house for Joseph*! 

sake : and the blessing of the Lord was upon all tbtt 

:he had, in the house, and in the field. 

And he left all that he; had in Jesq>h'8 hand ; and 
be knew not ought he bad, save the bread iHitch he did 
eat s and Joseph was a goodly person, and wdl favoured^ 

And it came to pass after these things, that his msa- 
ter's wife cast her eyes upon Joseph ; and she said, Lie 
;Rrith me. But he refused, and ,satd unto his master 'I 
iivife. Behold, my master wetteth not what is with ne 
in the house, and he hath conmsitted all that he hadi 
4a my hand; there is none greater in this house than 
X ; neither hath he kept bade any thing from me, but 
thee, because thou art his wife : bow then c:an I do thn 
great wickedness, and sin against God? 
, And it came to pass as she spake to Joseph day by 
day, that he hearkened not unto her, to lie by her, or 
to be with her. 

, And it came to pass about this time, that Joseph went 
into the house to do his business ; and there was none 
,of the men of the house there within. 

And she caught him by his garment, saying. Lie with 

St me: 



( 211 ) 

m^ : and he left his gannent'in her hand^ knd fled, and 
got him 6ut. 

And it catne to pass, when she saw that he had left 
his garmeBt iu her hand, and was fled forth, that she 
eaUed unto the men of her house, and spake unto then), 
saying. See, ye have brought in an Hebrew unto us, to 
mock us : be cam^ in unto me to lie with me, and I 
cried with a loud voice : and it came to pass, when he 
heard that I lifted up my voice, and cried, that he left 
his garment with me, and fled, and got him out. 

And she laid up his garment by her, until his lord 
came home. 

And she spake unto Potipliar according to thent 
words, saying, The Hebrew servant which thou hast 
brought unto us, came in unto jme to mock me : taad it 
came to pass, as I lifted up my voice and cried, that he 
left his garment with me, and fled out. 
V And it came to pass, when his master heard the worda 
Jtf his wife, which she spake unto him, saying, Aftor 
^this mamier did thy servant to me ; that his wrath waa 
Jdndled. 

. And Joseph's master took him, and put him into tile 
fN^iaon, a place where the king's prisoners were bound: 
imi he was there xa the prison. 
I But the LORB . was with Joseph, and shewed hin 
mercy,. and gave him favour in the sight of the keeper 
jof the prison. 

And the keeper of the prison committed to Joseph's 
J^and all the prisoQers that were, in the prison : and 
whatsoever they did there, he was the doer of it. 

The keeper of the prison looked not to any Aing^ 
3(hat was under -his^' hand; because the Lord was with 
Mm: and that which he did, the Loud made it to 
prosper. 

• " ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS 

Though Joseph's cruel brethren sold him iato tht* 
iMnds of strangerSy who carried hhn fscc from ti^ sa- 
cred spot, where the Lorj^ was worshipped as die only 
€k>D ; and into a countoy rendered abominable by ti» 
practice of man^ corruptions : yet was he not forsakes, 
or abandonied. In the anguish of his soul, he cried 
unto the Lord^ and He heard him ; and though infi- 
lute wisdom saw fit to try the virtues, that he might 
prove a bright example to the world. Divine goodness 
accompanied him iditthersoev^r he went : for we may 
regard it as an instance of God*& providential care, timt 
he cKd not fall into the hands of a cruel master. 

We may reasonably conclude, from die blessing which 
attended Josepii's services, that, lilce his^fkther Jacobs 
whoB' an hireling to Laban, he resolved that iu rig)^ 
ousness shotdd anmerjbr him in the time to come*^ 

it appears that Putiphar, though nn Egyptian, bad a 
baowledge of liie Loan, and an idea of a partkuUv 
ippovidenee, by hi$ perceiving tbM a Divine blessing a(^ 
tended the services of Joseph, and by the trust whicl^^ 
in coiisevpiefice of tbis conviction, he rqiosed in him^ 
It is likdy that Joseph was not invested ^th tlie stew- 

4 

ardship, till Potiphar had experienced his fidetUy in aa 
inferior capacity ; during which period be might attaia 
m knowledge of the Egyptian laKgunge, which bor& 
gretit affinity to that of Canaan, , ' 

The expvesston He knet) not xxhdt he hady save the 
tread whieh he did eetf impliet the high^t degree ef 
confid^ce. 

' ft is'a sad f>e#ecd^, that a man ofW w^ich merit as 
«Potiphar appears to hkve been, shdidd liave hstd n 
If)and9a6d a woman for hia wife. H^^behaVloai: 

• SeeSectioi^xHyii. 

,t .*> Mv^.*«i * needs 



tteedmooonuneAt; every virtiiotis person who reads 
m accoant of it, viust eoDdemn and despise her, for 
dishonouring her husband, and disgracing her sex. On 
ibt ether hand, how amiabie does the conduct of Jo- 
«^ appear! 

It was very natural for Potiphar to believe his wife's 
tile ; and considering the provocation which he sup- 
posed Josoph had given him, he shewed great lenity in 
01^ committing him to prison. For such a crime, Po- 
tiphar would have been justified in the eye of the worlds 
had Joseph been condemned to death. 

What a dreadful reverse of fortune did Joseph expe- 
mnce ! Instead of enjojrtng the friendship and confi- 
dence of a kind roaster, he was regarded as a monster 
of ingratitude. The fiur character he had enjqjred in 
the world was blasted. Ease and plenty were ex- 
changed for the horrors of a dungeon. Hb feet were 
hurt in the stocks ; and the iron of his cruel chains^ ri- 
vetted by calumny, entered into his very soul^. 

How pleasing it is to read in the same chapter, that 
the Loai) extend^ his kindness to the injured youth, 
and lessened th^ evils of imprisonment ! As we are told 
that there was an interposition of Providence in his fa« 
moor, we may conclude, that the Lor 6 graciously in- 
diiied the heart of the keeper to believe the account 
whith Joseph gave of himself; and that the same be« 
haviour wMch had before gained him the confidence of 
. Fetiphar, Uirough the blessing of 600, procured him 
that of his keeper. 

Fortunate werethose who were commilted to Joseph's 
care; and happy was he in the opportunities he had dT 
esier^isiAg the bettevdence of iiis heart, by comforting 
.a»d doing good oCcea ftcf his feHow prisoners ! ' 

Wlmhm9%fifbm was afteiwsrds tonvSnced of Jo* 

^TMtmcv. 18. 
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uefhH -i«ii«e^Eheex)r not, nt^ are not told ; but as he^ 
W96 an officer of high rank, we may suppose that the 
keeper would otherwise have been fearful of giving such 
indu%ence as he did, to a prisoner committed to strict 
confinement for such an atrocious offence against 
Potiphar himself* > 

From this section we learn, to ascribe prosperity in 
eur worldly concerns to Gon. As the Lord was witk 
Joseph, so may we hope He will be with every tfne 
who reposes a sincere trust in him, and conscientiously 
discharges the duties of his station. We also learn, in 
moral actions, to have a becoming reverence fbr the 
D EiT Y . If Joseph's rejection, Hoto can I do Ihif greet 
tuichdness and sin against Gon, were allowed to have 
its due influence, it would be found an excellent pre- 
sesvative against a dissolute course of life ; for no one, 
who feels an inward esteem for God, will dare to 
violate his laws. Domestics may, from Joseph's example, 
derive encouragement to serve their masters with fide- 
lity' and uprightness. This is the most likely way to 
gain the good will and confidence of their employers; 
and the certain way to obtain the favour of the Lord: 
persons in particular, w1k> are unexpeotedly reduced to 
^ state of servitude, may from hence conceive hopeSf 
tha^t, by a steady coqrse of integr^y* they shall obtain 
esteem, and find their situation m^ijch more comfortable 
than could hav^ been expected, nay, perhaps, rise to 
independence again. Masters may conclude, from this 
instance, that it is their interest to commit the manage^ 
ment of their lioushold aSairs to persons of a religiouf 
turn of mind. 

What an excellent lesson dees this portion of Scripture 
afford to such youths as are exposed to the allurementt 
of ^anton wome^ ! Happy wpu)d it ^e Cqr fiimm^i^i 
should they take example from J9seph ! . 

FersofiS 
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Persons who are injured by calummttora, tre enecu* 
raged by thk part of Sacred History, to submit witlf 
patience to such evils as their traducers may brings 
upon them : since they may rest assured of the mercy 
and favour of God, which will immediately alleviate 
dieir sufferings, and inspire them with hopes of a final 
deliverance. 



SECTION XLVI. 

THE DREAMS OF THE BUTLEK AVB BAKER. 

From Genesis, Chap^ xl. 

And it can^e to pass after these things, that Pharaoh, 
king of Egypt, was wroth against two of bis officers, 
against 'the chief of the butlers, and against the chief 
tf the bakers. * 

And he .put them in ward in the house of the captain 
of the guard, into the prisoh, the place where Joseph 
wasbouod.' 

And -the captain of the guard charged Joseph with 
them, and he served them, and they continued a season 
inward. 

And they dreamed a dream, both of them, each. man 
his dream in one night, each man according to the in- 
terpretiuion of his dream: the butler and the baker of 
the king of Eg3rpt, which were bound in tlie prison. 

AndJoaeph came in unto them in the morning, and 
looked upon them, and behold they were sad. And b^ 
asked Pharaoh's officers that were with him in the ward 
of his lord's house, saying, Wherefore loqk ye so sadly 
to-day? 

' And they said unto him. We have dreamed a dreamy 
and th^re is no interpreter of it. And Jcyieph said unto 
them, DcKootiiiterpr^ations belong to God? tel\vo$ 
them, I pray you. •*'*',• 

Aa4 



Ami Ab docf .fatttlnr told his dream to JoKfhi aad 
"Uid uBio him, In niy cfaream, bididd, a Tine wm befise 
ne : and in the irine were three jbnmdies : and it wu 
as though It budded^ and her blossoms shot ftrl^; aad 
the chiBterB thereof brought fbrdi upe grapes. 

And IHiaraoh's cup was in my hand: and I took iim 
grapes, and pressed them into Pharaoh's cup^imd I gate 
the cup into Pharaoh's hand. ' 

And Joseph said imto hin^ This is the interpretatioa 
of it : the three branches are three days : 

Yet widiin three days shtdl Pharaoh lifb op thine head, 
and restore thee unto thy phice: and thoushalt deliver 
Hiaraoh's cup into his hand, after the Imner manner 
when thou wast bis butler. 

But think on me when it shall be well with the^and 
ihew kindness, I pray thee, unto me ; and nudcemestioa 
•fine unto Hiaraoh, and bring me out of tbis house, i 

For indeed I was stden away out of the knd of the 
Hebrews : and here also have I done nothing that thef 
riiould ]^t me into the dungeon. 

When the chief baker iwtw that the interpretation wai 
good, he said unto Joseph, I also was in my dream, and 
beboM I, had three white baskets on my henL 

And m die uppermost basket there was of aH manner 
of baked meats for I%araoh; and the birds did eat t in rm 
out W the basket upon my head. 

And Joeeph answered and said, Thit is tfa« tnterpi^ 
miion thei>eff ; the three badcets are ^ree di^s 

Vet wilUki thr«e daysvhali Hmradi lift np thy bead 
ftnn off Aee, andshaU hai^thee on a tseeyand.ths 
llirds «hall eat thy flesh from off thee. 

And it cometopassthediirdday^ which wflrFhainoh'i 

W nu M day , that ke^tnadem ieait onto att his aervaals; 
Wd Itt lifM np^e ^haad of tht.€hirf<M>wv «ii,a€llii 
ehMFbaker^ among his senranta. 

Aad 
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. And be reBtored the cUief butler unto his butlership 
. tgsdn : and he gave the cup into Pharaoh's hand: 

But he hanged the chief baker ; as Joseph had inter- 
preted to them. 

Yet did not the chief butler remember Joseph, biit 
forgat him. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The manner in which Joseph accosted his fellow pri- 
soner, Pharaoh's butler and baker, shews, that he felt a 
benevolent solicitude for their happiness. The dreams 
which th^ had were undoubtedly from God, sent, as 
we shall soon perceive, to answer particular purposes 
of Divine Providence, but chiefly to lead to the deliver- 
^ce and advancement of Joseph. * 

The Egyptians were a very superstitious people, an4 
dealt much with magkians, who pretended to the power 
of foretelling future events, and interpreting dreamt; 
and we may suppose, fVom the expression, there is no m- 
terprcter^ that Pharaoh's officers wished for an opportu- 
ntty of consulting .ose of those sag^ Joseph's reply 
indicjited that he did not believe human arts could ena- 
ble any person whatever to interpret dreams : and he 
seems to have been suddenly inspired with a persuasion 
that God would make known to him the import of those 
which now disturbed the minds of the chief butler and 
1>aker. *# , , 

Joseph's request, that the butler would recommendhim 
ib the clemency of Pharaoh, was not at all inconsistent 
with the most firm trust m God ; for he had no rea30l| 
to expect miracles to be wrought in his fevour, whei> his 
(deliverance might beef&ctedv under the Divine blessings 
kj& human m^ofis.^ ' -is 

It must have)>een a &^&m tf ml to 4os<ph tti'lierAil^^sft 
a lioL. 1. 1$ ^^^ 



Itrlth the vilest of ttiankind ; we therefore cftmiot won- 
der that he took erery opportunity of attesting hisiAno- 
tence* 

It is needless to observe that the^re was great iiigiii<- 
titude in the butler's forgetfuhiess of Joseph : particu- 
larly as he, knew^ by his own experience^ both the 
horrors of imprisonment, and the joy of liberation. 

The will of God is now so fully made known to Chris* 
tians by the publication of the Scriptures, and these sa- 
cred volumes contain such a variety of examples and 
warnings, that we have seldom occasion for intimation 
by dreams, thereAure it is best to pay no attention t^ the 
nocturnal rambHngs of the mind ; for if, as Joseph ob- 
serves, interpretations are of Gob, it must be very pre. 
sumptuous in any human being to attempt tct explain 
them : and should God see ^t to affect our minds in an 
extraordinary manner, by a dream on any particular 
occasion, he will, doubtless, by the same instinctive 
power, direct us to the right understanding of it*. 

SfiCTION XLVIt 

>08EPR IMtEftPRBTS PMARAOH'S BRSAMS. 

jPrcm Genesis^ Chap, xli. 

And it cflme to pass at the. epd of two flill yearft, tii<t 

Pharaoh dreamed a dream, and his spirit was troubled j 

and he sent and caHed for all the njagicians of Egypt* 

and ail the wise-men thereof: and Pharaoh told them 

^ I will not take upon me absolutely to assert, that d/Z dreams arc 
inslgnyicmnt, but in general they certainly are so; and unless acccB. 
panied with an Irresisttible impulse, to do gt aroid something which 
lias a direct tendency to promote our own good, or that of othersy 
mt mky be snre it isfwtrfdoB, Erery suggestion to wi^Untu is to 
b€ Mcribed to the -eiuZ onCf and as Micli should be resisted. 

2ui 



{ ^9 ) 

his drratns ; but there was none that could interpret them ' 
Qoto Phttcaoh. 

Then spake the chief butler unto Pharaoh, saying, I 
do remember my fa^ts this day. Pharaoh was wroth 
with his servants, and put me in ward in the captain of 
the guard's house, both me and the chief baker. 

And we dreamed a dream in one night, I and he, we 
dreamed each man accy)rdiog to the interpretation of his 
iretm. 

And there was there with us a young man, anHebrew, 
senrantto the captain of the guard ; and we told him^ 
aad he interpreted to us our dreams ; to each man ac« 
cording to his dream he did interpret* 

And iticfune to pass, as he Interpreted to us, so It was : 
ne he restored unto my office, and him he hanged. 

Th^ Pharaoh sent and called Joseph, and they 
brought Imn hastily out of the dungeon ; and he shaved 
hims^f, and abtmg^ hisraanent, and oame in unto 
Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto Josegbf I inve dreamed a 
dream and these is noneihat caa interpret it: and Ihavf 
heard «ay of thee, tfaalt thou eanat understand ft dream 
to interpset it. 

And Joseph answered Phararii, sayin^^ It iinotia 
^■tt; OoD ahall give Hiaraoh aa answer of peaO^. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, In ray dream^ behold 
•^itood upon thebank^ the river. And b^old, there 
^^^OQoe v^ (Hit of the4?tTer, seven Idne, fat^fieshed and 
well-favoured; and they fed in a meadow. 
^ And behold, seven other kine came up after them« 
I poor and very ill-favoured, and lean fleshed, such as I 
^ever saw in all the land of Egypt for badneis. And 
the lean md the ill-Avoured kine did eat up the firs$ 
Eleven fat.Wne. 
A&d when they had eaten them up, it could not be 

t, 2 known 
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' known that they had eaten them ; but they were still ill- 
favouredy as at the beginning. So I awoke. And I slept 
and dreamed a second time. 

And I saw in my dream, and behold, seven ears came 
up in one stalk, full and good. And behold, seven ears 
withered, thin and blasted with^the east wind, sprung 
up after them. 

And the thin ears devoured the seven good ears : and 
I told this unto the magicians ; but there was none that 
could declare it unto me. 

And Joseph said unto Pharaoh, The dream of Pha- 
raoh is one : God hath shewed Pharaoh what he is about 
to do. 

The seven good kine are seven years ; and the seven 
good ears are seven years; the dream is one. 
• And the seven thin and ill favoured kine that came vp 
ifter them, are seven years : and the seven empty ean 
blasted with the east-^wind^ shall be seven years of fit- 
mine. 

This is the thing which I have spoken unto Pharaoh, 
What God is about to do, he sheweth unto Pharaoh. 

Behold, there come seven years of great plentj 
throughout all the land of Egypt. And there shall arise 
after them seven years of famine ; and all the plenty 
shall be forgotten in the land of Egypt ; and the famine 
iball consume tlte land. 

And the plenty shall not be known in the land, by 
reason of that &mine following: for ii; shall be very 
grievous. - 

'' And for that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh; 
it is because the thing is established by God, and Gon 
^iU shortly bring it to pass. 

Now therefore let Pharaoh look out a man discreet 
and wise, and set him over the land of Egy^t. 

Let Pharaoh do thisp and let him appoint officen 

over 
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over the land, an3 take up the fifth part of the land of 
Egypt in the seven plenteous years. 

And let them gather all the food of those good year* 
that come, and lay up corn under the hand of Pharaoh^ 
and let them keep food in the cities. 

And that food shall be for store to the land against 
the seven years of famine, which shall be in the land 
of Kgypt ; that the land perish not through the fa- 
mine. 

And the thing was good in the eyes of Pharaoh, and 
in the eyes of all his servants. 

And Pharaoh said unto his servants, Can we find 
such a one as this is, a man in whom the Spirit o^ 
God is ? 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Forasmuch as God 
hath shewed thee all this, there is none so discreet 
and wise as thou art : 

Thou shalt be over my house, and according unt<^ 
thy word shall all my people be ruled ; only in the 
throne will I be greater than thou. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, See, I have set thee 
over all the land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh took off his ring from his hand, and 
put it upon Joseph's hand, and arrayed him in vestures' 
of fine linen, and put a gold chain about his neck. 

And he made him to ride in the second chariot which 
he had ; dnd they cried before him, Bow the knee : and 
he made him ruler over all the land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, I am Pharaoh, and 
without thee shall no man lid up his hand or foot in all 
the land of Egypt. 

And Pharaoh called Joseph's name Zaphnath pae- 
neah : and he gave him to wife Asenath the daughter 
of Potipherah priest of On. And Joseph went out over - 
all the land of Egypt. 

L S And 
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And Joseph was thirty years old when he stood be« 
jfore Pharaoh king of Egypt : and Joseph went out 
from the presence of Pharaoh, and went throughout 
all the land of Egypt. 

And in the seven plenteous years the earth brought 
forth by handfuls. 

And he gathered up all the food of the seven years 
which were in the land of Egypt, and laid up the food 
in the cities: the food of the field which was round 
about every city laid he up ia the same. 

And Joseph gathered corn as the sand of the ses^ 
tery much, until he left numbering: for it wa^ with*, 
out number. 

And unto Joseph were bom two sons before the 
years of famine came : which Asenath, the daughter of 
Potipherah priest of On, bare unto him. 

And Joseph called the name of the fivst-bom Ma* 
sasseh : for God, said he, bath made me forget all my 
toil, and all ray father's house. 

And the name of the second called he Ephram : fSor 
Gob hath caused me to he fruitful in the land of my 
affliction. 

And the seven years of plenteouaness that was in 
the land of Egypt were ended. 

And the seven years of dearth began to come, ac- 
cording as Joseph had said : and the dearth was in all 
lands : but in all the land of Egypt there was bread. 

And when all the land of Egypt was famished, the 
people cried to Pharaoh for bread : §nd Pharaoh said 
unto all the Egyptians, Go unto Joseph ; what h^ saith 
to you, do. 

And the &mine was over all the face of the eiutht 

imd Joseph opened all the store-houses, axkd sold unto 

the Egyptians : and t^ famine waxed sore in the land 

of Egypt. 
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And all countrieB came into Egypt to Joseph for ta 
buj corn ; because that the famine was so sore in all 
lands. 

ANNOTATIONS anp REFLECTIONS- 

In the early ages of the world, before mankind had 
much experience, or writing was invented, there were 
many particulars necessary to be known in order t^ 
ascertain the seasons in which different parts of the 
earth should be cultivated. It was very material in 
Egypt, for instance, to be prepared for the inundation 
of the river Nile, because the future harvest depended 
greatly upon it, and the people were obliged to remove 
to the highest ground whilst it lasted. This it is sup- 
posed first led the Egyptians to observe the motions of 
^e star^, that they might know how the year parsed 
by the appearance of the heavens, as the stars succeeded 
in regular order, Tliere is one bright sta^r called the 
Dog Star, which appears in Eg3rpt, early in the mom- 
iagy just before the time of the inundation ; this and a 
number of other circurmstances, attracted the particular 
attention of some among the ai^ient Egyptians, and 
led to great discoveries in the science of astronomy, 
which was connected with their religion ; for the prin- 
cipal deities of this people were the Sun, Moon, and 
Dog Star, worshipped under a great variety of fi- 
gures and emblems. The priests of these idols pre- 
tended to have immediate intercourse with the gods 
by means of certain magical arts which they practised ; 
these were the magicians, some of whom Pharaoh sent 
for to interpret his dreams; their failing to do sp 
proved that they were false prophets. 

Pharaoh's butler seems to have recollected his pro- 
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Katse tQ Joseph with great compunction ot mind. Row 
much was his present kindness invalidated by his for. 
mer forgetfulnes^ ! 

The dreams of Pharaoh were such, that the art of 
man could not investigate them; yet without these 
dreams Pharaoh would not have been induced to send 
for Joseph ; neither would he have known a truth of 
great importance in a country where superstition pre* 
•bailed, that interpretations come from God. We may add, 
that in all probability Pharaoh in the years of plenty 
would have neglected to gather the com into store* 
houses ; or the people might have been remiss in sowing 
grain, afler a few years of such astonishing abundance; 
the consequences of which would have been fatal to 
thousands. Or they might have supposed the plenty 
and famine to have been the effects of mere natural 
causes, instead of looking up to God as the author of 
Ihem. 

Joseph's advice, though perfectly agreeable to rta^ony 
proceeded from Divine revelation^ A man like him, 
jremarkaWe for humility, and just released from a pri* 
son, would scarcely have ventured to offer his own 
sentiments so free1y*to an august monarch. A fifth 
Jpart of the corn was afterwards found adequate to the 
deficiencies of the years of famine : for it is to be 
iconsidered, that, besides the king's stores, the rich 
people of the land had it in their power, during the 
years of plenty, to lay by great quantities, after having 
supplied their quota t<S government ; and we may sup- 
pose that the earth itself, even while the dearth lasted, 
yielded a small quantity. 

Though Pharaoh had very erroneous notions respect- 
ing religion, in consequence of his having been edu- 
cated in that of the Egyptians, he stDl believed in the 

Lord 
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Lord God, and was ready to obey his commands as 
soon as they were made known to him, by one who, 
he was convinced, spake by the inspiration of the Spi- 
rit OF God ; his determination to follow Joseph's coun* 
sel was perfectly consistent with a stedfast belief in God; 
and the honours he heaped on him shewed a firm trust 
in the Divine promises. The name which was given 
to Joseph by Pharaoh signifies a prime minister. With- 
out imputing ambition to Joseph, we may account for' 
his accepting this post by supposing, that in so doing 
he followed a Divine impulse. 

The knowledge of the true God was not totally lost 
among the £g3rptians at this time ; but in what manner 
they paid their adorations to the Supreme Being we 
do not know : it is supposed that they made use of 
symbols to express his attributes. Even this was a great 
corruption of the religion of Noah ; but not so bad as 
what they were afterwards guilty of, in setting up ima* 
ginari/ deities^ in competition with the Loud. Had 
Potiphcrah been an idolater of the last description, we 
have reason to think no temptation would have pre- 
vailed on Joseph to form an alliance with him ; and it 
will be shewn in a following Section, that Joseph did 
not entirely conform to the customs of the Egyptians: 
therefore we may conclude, that he practised the reli- 
gion of his fathers, as much as it was in his power to do 
in a foreign land. We are told that " the Lord was 
with Josephy' which would scarcejy have been the case 
if he had forsaken the Lord. 

Joseph soon, by hfs great activity, convinced Pharaoh 
that in appointing him as prime minister he had made a 
judicious choice. 

How merciful was Gt)D in so ordering events that 
^nrdance should precede scarcity [ 

l5 While 
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Wh3e Joseph continued in prison, he recollected, 
with regret, the comforts of his fether*s house ; but his 
exaltation was now so great, and his means of doing 
good so enlarged, that he thought it his duty to settle 
his mind entirely to his present situation. Pharaoh ap- 
pears to have continued very stedfast in his attachment 
to Joseph. What a dreadful situation would he and hia 
people have been in, had not the Lord so wonderfully 
interposed for their relief! 

In this Section we have a fresh instance to warn ua 
against human attempts to interpret dreams. In former 
ages, as we learn from this and other passages of Scrip* 
ture, God sometimes gave intimation to kings of par- 
ticular nations ^concerning future events, in which they 
and their people were concerned. But in general 
dreams do not admit of any interpretation at all, be- 
cause they are the mere sports of fancy^ or rather the 
remnants of ideas, which have before passed in the 
mind. 

Kings are instructed by this portion of Scripture to 
seek out as ministers, men not only '' discreet and 
mse," but those " in whom the Spirit of God is;" 
or persons who regulate their lives, in all the relative 
duties, by the revealed will of God. From the example 
of Jdseph, Ministers may learn, that they should, in the 
management of public affairs, consult the welfare of 
both king and people, and establish such laws as may 
give their country consequence with other nations. 
The subjects of a kingdom are led from this portion of 
Scripture, to consi<der it as an interposition of Provi- 
dence in their favour when they have righteous rulers; 
and private persons are admonished, in the time of af- 
fliction, to place their trust and confidence in Gov, 
who can so order events, as by a happy reverse of 

fortune^ 
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fortune to make them forget all their former sorrows, 
and bless them with prosperity in the height of their 
affliction* 



SECTION XLVHL 

JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 

From GenesiSf Chap^ xlii. 

Now when Jacob knew that there was corn in Egypt, 
Jacob said unto his sons. Why do ye look one upon 
another ? 

And he said» Behold» I have hesutd that there is eom 
in Egypt ; get ye down thither, and buy for us from 
thence, that we may live, and not die. 

And Joseph's ten brethren went down to buy corn in 
Egypt. But Benjamin, Joseph's brother, Jacob seat 
not with his brethrdn : for he said, Lait peradrentur^ 
mischief befal him. 

And the sons of Israel came to buy corn amoi)g 
those that came : for the famine wap in the land Ca^ 
»aan. 

And Joseph was the governor over the land, and h^ 
it was that sold to all the people of the land : and Jp-^ 
seph's brethren came an^ bowed down ^emsialves hefoset 
him, with their faces to the earth* 

And Josef^ saw his brethre^i, and be knew tbem, 
but made himself strange unto them, and spake roi;^* 
ly uQto them ; and he said nntp them, Whtsyace e^tm 
ye ? ahd they said, Fr^om the hmi of Cmsmh t» buf 
&od. 

And Joseph knew his brethren^ but thi^ kaew not 
iim* And Joseph remembered the dreams which he 
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dreamed of them,' and said unto tbem. Ye are spies; U^ 
see the nakedness of the land you are come 

And they said unto him, Nay, my lord, but to bay 
food are thy servants come. We are all one man's 
v#ons ; we are true men^ thy servants are no spies. 

And he siaid unto them> Nay, but to see the naked* 
Bess of the land you are come. 

And they said, Thy servants are twelve brethren, 
the sons of one man in the land of Canaan ; and be- 
hold; the youngest is this day with our father, and one 
is not. 

And Joseph said unto them. That is it (hat I spake 
Mito you, saying, Ye are spies. 

Hereby ye shall be proved : by the life of Pharaoh, 
ye shall not go forth hence, except your youngest bro- 
ther come hither. 

Send one of you, and let him fetch your brother, 
and ye shall be kept in prison, that your words may bt 
proved, whether there be any truth in you ; or else, 
by the life of Pharaoh, surely ye are spies. 

And he put them altogether into ward three days. 
And Joseph said unto them the third day. This do, ttad 
Jive, for I fear God% 

If ye be true men, let one of your brethren be bound 
In the house of your prison ; go ye, carry corn for the 
Amine of your houses ; but bring your youngest brother 
mto me : so shall your words be verified, and ye shall 
Bot die. And they did so. 

And they said one to another, We are verily guilty 
eoneemkig our brother, in ^t we saw the anguish of 
hts s6ul, when he besought us, and we woidd not hear; 
Aerefbre is this distress come upon us. 

And Reuben answered them, saying, Spake I no^ 
unto you, saying. Do not sin against tbe chiM ; and ye 
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would noUiear ? tlierefore behold ako his blood b re^^ 
quired. 

And they knew not that Joseph understood them ; 
for he spake unto them by an interpreter. 

And he turned himself about from them, and wept^ « 
and returned to them Again, and communed with them,' 
and took from them Simeon, and bound him before 
their eyes. 

Then Joseph commanded to fill their sacks with eom, 
and to restore every man's money into his sack: and to* 
give them provision for the way : and thus did he unt0 
them. 

And they laded their asses with the corn> and de» 
parted thence. And as one of them opened his sack 
to give his ass provender in the inn, he espied his mo«» 
ney : for behold it was in his sack's mouth. 

And he said unto his brethren, My money is restored i 
and lo, it is even in my sack : and their hearts failed 
them, and they were afraid, saying one to anotlier. 
What is this God hath done unto us ? 

And they came unto Jacob their father, unto the 
land of Canaan, and told him all that befel unto them, 
saying. 

The man who is the lord of the land, spake roughly 
to us, and took us for spies of the country. And we 
Baid iinto him, We are true men ; we are no spies. 

We be twelve brethren, sons of our father : one i» 
not, and the youngest is this day with our father in the 
land of Canaan. 

And the man, the lord of the country, said unto us. 
Hereby shall I know that ye are true men :- leave one. 
of your brethren here with me, and lake food forlhe^ 
&muie of your households, and be gone. 

And bring your youngest brother unto me; then 
shall I know that ye are no qpies, but that ye are.lru& 

men; 
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BMA:; no will I deUver you your brother, and ye shall 
traffic in the land. 

And it cfficne to pass as tliey emptied their sacks, that 
behold every man's bundle of money was in his sack r 
•od when , both they aod their father saw tho h)iDdlet 
pf money they were afraid* 

And Jaa)b their father said unto them. Me have ye 
bereaved of my children ; Joseph is not, and Simeon is 
DoC» and ye will take Benjamin away : all these things 
are against me* 

And Reuben spake unto his father, saying. Slay raj 
two sons, if I bring him not to thee : deliver him into 
my hand, and I wiU bring him to thee again. 

And he said, My son shall not go down with you, for 
his brother is dead, and he is left alone : if mischi^ 
befal him by the way in which ye go, then shall jf 
bring down my grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS- 

In times of public calamity, the minds of men art 
frequently struck with a kind of consternation th^ pre* 
vents their making any exertions for their own relief: 
This seems to have been the case with Jacob's soni« 
<^ The fUniine was sore in the land,'\the labours of th^ 
husbandman were ineffectual, the Lord had withdrawn 
his blessing, and the wretched i;Qhabitants of Cant^ 
were in danger of perishing for want of sustenance. 
Utterly at a loss for expedients in this dreadful emer- 
genxsy, Joseph's brethren *^ looked or each other" with 
^rful expBcta(;ion, not knowing which of them would 
first feel the dire effects of this afflicting eviL 

It appears that Jacob indulged the same kind of par- 
tiality for BenjamiPy a9 he foxmoTly did fof Josq>h ; 

but 
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but there is this ^cousa to beiB^de &MF.hta/thAt .hit 
other sons were in a manner separated from hin)> hav- 
ing families of their owp, while BenjaoUn w^s hifi qo9« 
Stant companion. • - 

The land of I^ypt was extremely well fortified by 
nature, and in danger of iacursions only in t]>at <}uarter 
which lay nearest to Canaan. Joseph had therefore &• 
very good pretence for challenging his brethren as ^pieu 
His words xn^y be construe<l as a sort of ii^terrogatlon. 
Are ye not sjuesf The answer which they made, furaish*; 
eda very good reason why they should not be regarded 
as such ; for it was scarcely probable, that a man would 
send so many of his own sons on so dangerous an eipe« 
dition ; or that the brethren of one family should un- 
dertake it, without other associates* 

Joseph *s expression. By the life of PJiaraoh^ is not tO; 
be considered as an oathy but as a vehement assevera- 
tion, signifying, As surely as Pharaoh lives. We should 
reflect that the occasion was sudden ; and that his mind 
was violently agitated.. 

As the governor of Egypt, Joseph was in a very cri^: 
tical situation. . He had great reason to suspect that, 
his brethren had not told him the truth in regard to 
Benjamin ; and supposing that they had murdered him, 
it would have been a flagrant act of injustice had he 
let tliem escape unpunislied ; but though Joseph com- 
mitted his brethren to prison, there is no account of- 
any cruelties inflicted on tihem duriog their confine- 
ment. It would have been very- wrong had he owned 
them at once; for had they proved as wickedly inclined 
as formerly, he could not, for his reputation's sake* 
have continued his protection to them, or lived on the , 
terms of brotherly love. 

It was very natural that Joseph should feel a particu- 
lar affection for Beijjamin, as he was the son of hi$. 

own 
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own mother, and therefore more nearly related to hint 
than the rest of his brethren : besides, most of the others 
were much older than himself, and they had, all' the 
time he lived among them, regarded him with a jealour 
eye, and treated him unkindly ; so that he must have 
had uncommon goodness of heart to have felt so much 
tenderness for them, as his subsequent behaviour dis- 
plays. 

We have reason to suppose th^t, after mature deli- 
beration, Joseph resolved to keep one only of his bro- 
thers as an hostage, and leave the event to Providence. 
Had his brethren been at liberty, three days at least 
would have been necessary to rest themselves, and their 
cattle, and transact their business ; so that Jacob, and' 
that part of his family who remained with him in' 
Canaan, did not suffer by their detention. 

In the confession which they made to each other, 
we may perceive the natural effects of wicked actions, 
those reproaches of conscience which are ever ready to 
torment the guilty. It must have been a great conso- 
lation to Reuben, at this time, to think, that he had 
endeavoured to prevent what the others now sa Justly 
deplored. ^ 

It is evident, from Joseph's emotion, that he did not* 
take these measures from motives of cruelty or revenge. 
We may suppose, from his choice of Simeon, that he 
regarded him as the cWef instigator to the crueltiies' 
which had been exercised 6n himself; therefore most 
likely to be guilty in respect to Benjamin. The Jews 
have a tradition, that as soon as the others were gone, 
jSimeon was released from his fetters, and treated with 
the utmost lenity. 

Joseph's returning the purchrisc-money may be im-' 
puted to two reasons j a desire of proving the integrity 
of his brethren s and a willingness to relieve gratui*- 

a. touslj 
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tously the necessities of his relations. What is in this 
Section called an inn, signifies a tent, which they car- 
ried about to pitch occasionally; for there were no pub- 
lic inns in those days in the eastern countries. 

By this section, we are instructed, that in times of 
dearth and scarcity, the inhabitants of a country should 
not sit down in supine dejection, " looking at one an- 
other ;" but make diligent inquiry, whether it be not 
possible to procure a supply from some foreign land* 
It also contains a powerful warning to all persons 
against the perpetration of wicked actions ; since bow- 
ever secretly committed, they leave a sting in the con- 
science ; and, when known, bring suspicion upon the 
authors of them, In cases in which they are perfectly 
blmneless. 

SECTION XLIX. 

c 

JOSEPH AND HIS BRETHREN. 

^ From Genesis, Chap, xliii. 

And the famine was sore in the land. And it came 
to pass when Jacob's family had eaten up the com 
which they had brought out of Egypt, their father said 
unto them, Go again, buy us a little food. 

And Judah spake unto him, saying, The man did 
solemnly protest unto us, saying, Ye shall not see mj 
face, except your brother be with you. 

If thou wilt send our brother with us, we will go 

down and buy thee food : but if thou wilt not send 

him, we will not go down: for the man said unto us,' 

Ye shall not see my face, except your brother be with 

jou. 

And 
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And Israel said, Wherefore dealt ye so ill with n^ 
ds to tell the man whether ye had yet a brother ^ 

And they said. The man asked us straitly of our 
state, and of our kindred, saying. Is your ^ther yet 
alive? have ye another brother^ and we told bim 
according to the tenor of these words : could we cer* 
tainly know that he wou)d say, Bring your brother 
down? 

And Judah said unto Israel his father. Send the hi 
with me, and we will arise and go : that we may liv( 
^nd not die, both we, a^d thou, and ako ^ur li^U^ 
ones. 

I will be surety for him : of my hand shaJit tbou r^ 
quire him; if I bring liin^ not unto tbe?^ a^d «^ him 
before thee, then let me bear the blame for ever, Fai 
except we had lingered, surely now we had returned 
this second time. 

And their father Israel said unto them, If it must 
be so now, do this ; take of the best fruits in the land 
in your vessels, a^d carry down the man a present, a 
little-balm, and a little }>oney, spices, and myrrh, nuts, 
and almonds ; and take double money in your hand: 
and the money tha^ was brought again in the mouth of 
your sacks, ci^ry it again in your band ; ^eradventurt 
it was ^n oversight 

Take also your brother, and aris^, go again unto tba 
pan; and God Almighty give you mercy before the 
mB^t. tha^i b$ may send away your other brother, and 
Benjamin ; if I be bereaved of my children, I am be* 
Toaved. 

And the men took that present, and they took double 
IBoney in their hand, and Benjamin; and rose up, and 
wen^ down to Egypt, and stood before Joseph. 

And when Joseph saw Benjamin with them, he ;i8id 

ta 
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to the fuler of his house, Briug these men horae» and 
slay, and make ready ; for these men shall dine with o/t 
at noon. 

And the man did as Joseph hade; and the maa brought 
the men into Joseph's house. 

And the men were afraid because they were brought 
into Joseph's house ; and they said, Because of the 
money that was returned in our sacks at the first tina^ 
are we brought in ; that he may seek occasion against 
us, and fall upon us and take us for bondmen, and ouf 
asse$. 

And they came near to the steward of Joseph f 
house, and tbey cominvuned with liim at ihe d«or of the 
house, and said, 

O sir, we came indeed down at the first time to 
buy food, and it came to pass when we came to the 
inn, that we opened our sacks, and behold every 
nan's money was in the mouth of his sack, our mo- 
Bey in full weight ; and we have brought, it agaii^ m 
our hand. 

And 9ther money h^ve we brought down in our han4l 
to buy food ; we cannot tell wl>o put oiur money in oui^ 
sacks. 

And he said, Peae^.be to you, fo^r not) your Qoj>g 
and the God of your father, hath giv^n yoy^ ti*eas\u'e ia 
your saeks: I had your money; and he brought ^iineoa 
out unto them. 

And the man broutgbt the men into Jo;sep1)> 1m>u^» 
and gave them water, and they washed their feet; ^n4 
he gave their asses provender. 

* And t^ey made ready the present against Joseph 
came at noon ; for they heard that they should eat 
Iwead there, 

And when Jos^h came home, they brought him th^ 

present 
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present which was in'tlielr hand into the house, and 
bowed themselves to him to the earth. 

And he asked them of their welfare, and said, Is 
your father well, the old man of whom ye spake ? Is 
he yet alive ? 

And they answered, Thy servant pur father is in 
good health, he is yet alive : and they bowed dowu 
their heads and made obeisance. 

And he lifted up his eyes, and saw his brother Ben- 
jamin, his mother's son, and said, Is this your younger 
brother, of whom ye spake unto me i and he said, God 
be gracious unto thee, my son. 

And Joseph made haste, for his bowels did yearn 
upon his brother; and he sought where to weep ; and be 
entered into his chamber, and wept there. 

And he washed his face, and went out, and refrained 
bimself, and said. Set on bread. 

And they set on for him by himself, and for them 
by themselves ; and for the Egyptians which did eat 
with him by themselves; because the Egyptians might 
not eat bread with the Hebrews : for that is an abomi* 
nation unto the Egjrptians. 

And they sat before him, the first bom according to 
bis birth-right, and the youngest according to his youth; 
and the men marvelled one at another. 

And he took and sent messes unto them from before 
him ; but Benjamin's mess was five times so much as 
any of theirs. And they drank and were merry with 
htm. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

There is an appearance of undutifulness in Judah's 
refusal to go down into Egypt at bis father's com- 

mand; 
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mand ; but we should consider the situation he wfts in, 
Jacob felt the force of his son's remonstrances^ and 
was convinced that Judah insisted upon Benjamin's ac- 
companying him, not. from a principle of disobedience, 
but from prudence and necessity. The present which 
be sent coBsisted of the choicest produce of the land of 
Canaan. 

Though Jacob at first had suffered his affection for 
one child to make him unmindful of what was due 
to the rest of his family, be soon recollected his duty« 
9nd resigned his aSmra to the disposal of Divine Pro- 
vidence. 

, It is evident that Josq>h's detention of Simeon pro. 
ceeded from a distrust that he had dealt treacherously 
with his youngest brother ; for as soon as he was con- 
vinced that Benjamin was safe> he found it difficult to 
restrain the effusions of his tenderness towards all of 
them. With what anxious solicitude did he inquire 
after his aged parent ! With what affection did he be- 
hold his inother s son ! Not one unkind or harsh ex- 
pression did he utter, but entertained his brethren with 
the utmost hospitality. Prudence suggested that a 
farther trial of them was necessary, before he placed 
confidence in them, therefore he refrained himself, but 
the pain which it cost biip to do so the sacred historian 
has most pathetically expressed. Well might Joseph's 
l^rethren, a company of shepherds, be astonished, at 
being treated with so much ceremony and respect in 
the palace of a Prime Minister ! How condescending 
and engaging must Joseph's behaviour have been, 
which encouraged his brethren, under such circum. 
stances, to be merry mth him. 

It is likely that the Egyptians possessed that illiberal 
^irit which prevails too much amoBg ttw lower kinds 
; of 
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^f Englishmen, of regarding foreigners as persons of 
fin inferior species to themselves ; and that this was th^ 
ground of that abomination in which they held the 
Hebrews ; or it might be on acconnt of the diference 
^f .Religion between them. 

The manner of eating among the ancients, was, to 
have a number of small dishes set before the master of 
the feast, who distributed to each guest his portion. A 
dduhle mes§ was the usual mark of distinction. 

From this section, we learn, that it is advisable, in 
extraordinary cases, for parents to comply with the re- 
monstrances of their children, if the latter have had 
Experience in the world, rather than to insist upon an 
implicit obedience in matters whete their affections 
may lead them wrong. BeRare a father or mother 
determine to follow (heir own opinion in favour of 
One child, they should carefully consider whether 
their doing so will be consistent with their duty to the 
rest. 

Whenever the interests of persons who have an equal 
claim to consideration seem to interfere, it is the best 
way for heads of families to imitate Jacob*s example, 
and pursue the measure which present exigencies re« 
«uire, for the good of the tcAo/e, leaving the care cff 
individtiuls to Divine Providence. 

SECTION L. 

JMEPB AMD HAS BRSffHBBN* 

From Genesis, Chap* xliv. 

And Joseph commanded the steward- of his house, 
buying, Fill the men's sacks with food, as much as they 
«ui carry, aod put every maa's mcmejinlus sadc*! 

moutlu 
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nicmtfi; and put my cup, the silver cup, m tlife stLCk*^ 
iaovLth of the youngest, and his c6rn-money : and he dli 
according to the word that Joseph had spoken. 

As soon as the morning was light, the men were sent 
away, they and their asses. 

And tdien they tvere gone out 6f the city, and not 
yet far off, Joseph said unto his steiiard, tTp, foWoHir 
. after the men ; and when thou dost overtake them, 
lay unto them, Wherefore have ye rewarded evii for 
iood^ 

Is not this it in which my lord drinketh ? afid 
whereby indeed he divineth ? ye hare done evil id so 
cfbmg. 

And he overtook tfiem, and he spake unto them these 
strnie words. And they said unto him, Wherefore saith 
my lord these words ? God forbid that thy servarits 
1A0UI4 do according to this thing. 

Behold, the money which we found in our sack's 
mouths, we brought again unto thee out 6^ the land df 
Canaan: how then should we steal out of thy lord'^ 
house, silver or gold ? 

With whomsoever of thy servants it be found, both let 
him die, atld we also will be my lord's bondmen. And 
he said, Now also let it be according unto your ii^ords: 
he with whom it is found shall be my servant : and ye 
fhall be blameless. 

Then they speedily took down every nian his sack 
to the ground, and opened every man his sack. And 
be searched, and" began at the eldest, and left at the 
youngest; and the cup was found in Benjamin^s 
«ack. 

Then they rent their clothes, and laded every man 
his ass, and they returned to the city. And Judah ahd 
his brethren came to Joseph's house (for he was yet 
there)| and they fell before him oa the ground. 

And 
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And Joseph said unto them, What deed is this that 
ye have done ? wot ye not that such a man as I caa 
certainly divine ? 

And Judah said, What shall we say unto my lord? 
what shall we speak ? or how shall we clear ourselves? 
God hath found out the iniquity of thy servants: be* 
hold, w^ are my lord's servants : both we, and he aUo, 
with whom the cup is found. 

And he said, God forbid that I should do so; but 
the man in whose hand the cup is found, he shall be 
my servant ; and as for you, get you up in peace uato 
your father. 

Then Judah came near unto him, and said. Oh, my 
Iprd, let thy servant, I pray thee, speak a word in my 
Iprd's ears, and let n6t thine anger bum against thy 
servani : for thou art even as Pharaoh. 

My lord asked his servants, saying, Have ye a father, 
or a brother ? And we said unto ray lord. We have a 
father, an old man, and a child of his old age, a little 
one: and his brother is dead, and he alone is left of 
his mother, and his father loveth him. 
. And thou saidst unto thy sef vants. Bring him down 
unto mp, that I may set mine eyes upon him. 

And we said unto my lord, The lad cannot leave his 
father: for if he should leave his father, his father would 

die. 

And thou saidst unto thy servants, Except your 
youngest brother come down with you, ye shall see my 

face no more. rs 

And it came to puss when we came igip unto thy 
servant my father, we told him the words of ray 

lord. 

And our father said, Go, again, and buy us a little 
food. And we said, We cannot go down : if our youngs- 
^st brother be with us, then will we go down ; for we 

may 
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may not see tihe mail's &ce except oorycnuig^rbro^ier 
be with us. 

And thy servant, my father, said unto uf. Ye know 
that my wife bare me two sons : And the one went ov^ 
from me, and I said. Surely, 1^ is torn to pieces '^ and 
I saw him not since ; 

And if ye take this also from me, and mischief bcrfall 
him, ye shall bring down my gray hairs with sorrow to 
th^ grave. 

Now therefore when I come to thy serv&nt my 
&ther, and the lad be not with usj (seeing that his life 
is bound up in the lad's life ;) 

It shall come to pass, when he seeth that the lad is 
not with us, that he will die ; and thy serv^its shall 
bring down the gray hairs of thy servant our fkther 
with sorrow to the grave.. 

For thy servant became surety for the lad unto my 
&ther, saying, If I bring him not unto thee, then I 
shall bear the blame to my fadier for ever. 

Now therefore, I pray thee, let thy servant abide in- 
stead of the lad, a bond-man to my lord, and let the 
lad go up with his brethr^i. 

For how shall I go up to my father, and the lad be 
Bot with me ? lest peradventure I see the evil that shall 
come on my father. 

Then Joseph could not refrain himself before all 
them that stood by him : and he cri^, Cause every 
man to go out from me : and there stood no man wkk 
him, wliUe Joseph made himself known unto his bro- 
thren. 

And he w^t aloud : and the Egyptians and .the 

house of Pharaoh heard. And Joseph . said unto his 

brethren, I am Jos^b ; doth my father yet live i and 

his brethren could not answer him: for^they weie 

. troubled at his presence. 

voL.u M And^ 
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And Joseph said tinto his brethren. Come near to 
me« t pray you ; and they came near : and he said^ I 
am Joseph ^your brother, whom ye sold into Egypt 
Now therefore be not grieved^ nor angry with yoar- 
selves, that ye sold me hither ; for God did send me 
before you to preserve life. 

For these two years hath the famine been in the 
land : and yet there are fire years in the wliich there 
•hall be neither earing nor harvest. 

And God sent me before you to preserve you a 
posterity in the earth, and to' save your lives by a great 
deliverance. 

So now it was not you that sent me hither, but God ; 
and he hath made me a father to Pharaoh, mid lord of 
all his house, and a ruler throughout all the land of 
Egypt. 

Haste ye, and go up to my father, and say unto fainii 
Thus saith thy son Joseph, God hath made me lord of 
all Egypt : come down unto me, tarry not 

And thou shalt dwell in the land of Goshen, and 
thou shalt be near unto me, thou, and thy children, 
and thy children's children, and thy flocks, and thy 
herds, and all that thou hast. 

And there will I nourish thee; (for yet there are five 
years of famine ;) lest thou and thy'houshold, and aM 
that thou hast, come to poverty. 

And behold, your eyes see, and the eyes of my 
brother Benjamin, that it is my mouth that speaketh 
vnto you. And ye shall teii my father of all my glory 
in Egypt, and of all that ye have seen ; and ye shall 
baste, and bring down my father hither. 

And he fell upon his brother Benjamin's neck, and 
wept ; and Benjamin wept upon his neck. Moreover 
Ihe kissed all his brethren, and wept upon them : and 
after that hie brethren talked with him. 

ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 
' As Joseph had formed a plan for the benefit of his 
relations, and could not bj any other means obtain in- * 
telligence, whether his brethren were deserving of his 
intended kindness, he was perfectly justified in mtiking 
the experiments he did. The circumstance he parti- 
cularly wanted to know, was whether they really loved 
Benjamin, and would protect him at all events. It 
must doubtless have given him the greatest degree of 
satisfaction to find, that they not only repented of their 
crime towards himself, but were strictly just in their 
nercantile concerns, and tenderly attached to each 
odier. 

Joseph's question, Woi ye not that such a niaH ds I 
can certainly divine 9 is not to be understood as if he 
practised magical arts', or was constantly inspired: it 
is rather a proof that he was liable to human infinnittes,^ 
which led him to make use of this artifice, in order to 
intimidate his brethren. It may be i^served by the 
by, that this was not consistent with Joseph's usual 
wisdom, because his charging them with a theft which 
they had not committed, shewed his brethren, that, ia 
9fte instance at least, his divination was false. 

Judah was at a loss what reply to make. He might 
justly have pleaded, that there was artifice in the whole 
transaction from beginning to end, but having no ad-: 
▼ocate to support his cause, he was afraid to do this. 
He therefore in ambiguous terms acknowledged the 
consciousness of guilt, which • oppressed the tninds of 
himself and his brethren, and the conviction accom* 
Ponying it, that their afliiction was from God. 

What a pathetic scene now ensued, and -how power* 
fully did Judah plead ! Never was a tale related with 
Qiore pathetic eloquence than this ! No wonder that 
•Joseph, whose heart was agitated with the tenderest 

H 2 emotions 
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emotions, could no longer refrain himself! Who but 8 
sacred penman, inspired to descrihe the workings df 
nature, by Him to whom all hearts are open, could 
have conveyed to the world such a lively representation 
of this memorable event ? 

Having tried his brethren as much as was necessary 
fbr their justification, and his own satisfaGtion, Joseph 
liobly and piously resolved to make them amends for 
the suffisrings he had inflicted, by ^eely forgiving the 
personal injuries he had received ftom them: and 
henceforth to consider what had happened as a dispen- 
sation of Providence, to which his brothers had beea 
instrumental. Nothing could be more generous than 
his kind endeavours to quiet theh:* condences: for 
though God in his infinite mercy over^ruled their de- 
signs, their cruelty towards him was the result of their 
own wicked inclinations ; they were actuated by human 
passions, not compelled by divine power. 

What happiness must Joseph have enjoyed in the 
power of removing his father from a state of ifhmine, ta 
ease and affluence ! and how great must have been the 
ftlicity of all parties at this perfl^ct restoration otfkofSj 
harmony! 

This portion of Scripture albrds a striking picture of 
filial affection and duty. Judah was more concerned 
for his father's happiness th^ for his own sa^y r Jo- 
seph could no longer refrain fh>m discovering hims^, 
when he knew the painfbl uncertainty that Jacob en» 
dured. In this respect both Judah and Joseph are 
worthy of imitation : for those who have, with anxioos 
care, reared a family, have an- undoubted right to ^' 
tenckrest regards of every individual of it. Old age is 
subject to many infirmities ; and it should be the study 
of every child not to add to the sufl^ngs of their i^ed 
parents, but to lessen them as much as possible. Sow 

dreadful 
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dreadful is the idea of ** bringing down the gray hairs 
ef a parent with sorrow to ibe grave V* 

Fraternal affection is also strongly enforced by the 
examples of Judah and Joseph. In the first, we behold 
an elder brother acting as the guardian and protector of 
a younger oae* In the other, a forgiveness of injuries,, 
and a participation of benefits, with a fervent desire tO' 
increase the happiness of an honoured parent, and pro- 
mote the general prosperity of the family. 

A useful lesson of wjrldly prudence is likewise con<^ 
veyed in this portion of Scripture ; namely, that it is 
Uie Merest of brethren to live in firiendship and harmony, 
as the JBuoo^s of tiie one may lead to the advantage of 
alL Hapfiy would it be, if these considerations* were 
allowed their due weight wkh all christians ! 

SECTION LI. 

2>SPARTURE OF JOSEt^H^S BftfeTHRSK* 
JACOB AND HIS FAMILY SETTLE IN EGTFX; 

From GenesiSf Che^» xlv. advi. and xlvii* 

And it was heard in Pharaoh's house, 8a3ring, So* 
aeph's brethren are come; and it pleased Pharaoh well^ • 
and his servants. 

And Pharaoh said unto Joseph, Say unto thy bre- 
thren ; This do ye : lade your beasts, and go get ye 
into the land of Canaan ; 

And take your father, and your households, and come 
unto me : and I will give you the good of the land 
of Egypt, ahd ye ^all eat of the &t of the land. 

l^ow thou art commanded, this do ye; take you 
waggons out of the land of Egypt for your little ones, 
and for your wives, and bring your father, and come. 

Also regard not your stufi^, for the good of all the 

M 3 land 
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land of Egypt is yours. And the children of Israel did 
80 : and Joseph gave them waggons^ according to the 
'commandment of Paraoh, and gave them pcovision for 
the way. 

To all of them he gave each man changes of raiment: 
hut to Benjamin he gave three hundred pieces of silver, 
and five changes of raiment. 

And to his father he sent after this manner ; ten aases 
laden with the good things of Eg3rpt ; and ten she-asses 
laden with com and bread and meat for his father by 
the way. 

So he sent his brethren away, and they departed: and 
he said unto them. See that ye fall not out by the way. 
And they went up out of Egypt, and came into the 
land of Canaan, unto Jacob their father. 

And told him, saying, Joseph is yet alive, and he is 
governor over all the land of Egypt. And Jacob's heart 
fainted, for he believed them not. 

And they told him all the words of Joseph, which 
he had said unto them : and when he saw the waggons 
which Joseph had sent to carry him, the spirit of Jacob 
their father revived. 

And Israel said, It is enough ; Joseph my son is yet 
alive, ' I will go and see him before I die. 

And Israel took his journey, with all that he had, 
and came to Beer-sheba, and offered sacrifices imto the 
God of his father Isaac. 

And God spake i^nto Israel in the visions of the 
night, and said, Jacob, Jacob; and he said, Here am I.. 
And he said, I am God, the God of thy father ; fear 
net to go down into Egypt, for I will there make of thee 
a great nation. 

I will go down with thee into Egypt : and I will ako 
surely bring thee up again : and Joseph shall put his 
hand upon thine eyes. 

■ . And 
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And Jacob rose up from Beer-sheba; aixd the sons 
of Israel carried Jacob their father, and their little 
ones, and their wivee^ in the waggons which Pharaoh 
had sent to carry him. 

And they took their cattle, and their goods which 
they hadigOtten in the land of Canaan, and came into 
Egypt, Jacob and all his seed with him. 

His son^, and his sons' sons with him, his daughters, 
and his sons' daughters, and all his seed, brought he 
with him into Egypt. 

All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, be- 
sides Jacob's sons wives, were threescore and six : And 
the sons of Joseph which were born to him in Egypt, 
were two souls. In all threescore and ten *. 
. And he sent Judah before him unto Joseph, to direct 
his face unto Goshen : and they came into the land of 
Goshen. 

And Joseph made ready his chariot* and went up to 
meet Israel his father, to Goshen ; and he presented 
himself unto him : and he fell on his neck, and wept 
on his neck a good while. 

And Israel said unto Joseph, Now let me die, since I 
have seen thy face, because thou art yet alive. 
. And Joseph said unto his brethren, and unto his fa- 
ther's house, I will go up, and shew Pharaoh, and say 
unto him, my brethren and my father's house, which 
were in the land of Canaan, are come unto me : • 

And the men are shepherds ; for their trade hath 
been to feed cattle : and they have brought their flocks, 
and their herds, and all that they have. 

And it shall come to pass when Pharaoh shall call 
you, and shall say, What is your occupation ? 

That ye shall say. Thy servants trade hath been about 

* Reckuning Jacob himself, and Joseph. 
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Mttky from our youth even until now, both we, and 
also onr fethere: that ye may dwell in the land of 
Goshen : for evary shepherd is an abomination unto 
the Egyptians, 

Then Jos^h came and told Riaraoh, and said, My 
fether, and my brethren, and their flocks, and their 
herds and all that they have, are come out of the land 
of Canaan : and behold, they are in the land of Goshen. 
And he took some of his brethren, even ^e men, 
and presented them unto Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh said unto his brethren. What is your 
occupation ? and they said unto Pharaoh, Thy servants 
are shepherds, both we, and also our fathers. 

They said moreover unto Pharaoh, For to sojourn in 
the land are we come ; for thy servants have no pas- 
U»e for their flodcs ; for the famine is sore m the land 
of Canaan : now therefore we pray thee, let thy ser- 
vants aweti m thc !«nd Gf Coshen* 

And Pharaoh spake unto Joseph, saying, Thy father, 
' and thy brethren, are come unto thee. 

The land of Egypt is before thee : in the best of the 
land make thy father and brethren to dwell ; in the 
land of Goshen let them dwell ; and if thou knowest 
any men of activity amongst them, then make them 
rulers over my cattle. 

And Joseph brought in Jacob his father, and set him 
before Pharaoh : and Jacob blessed Pharaoh. And 
Pharaoh said unto Jacob, How old art thou ? 

And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, the days of the years 
X of my pil^image are an hundred and thirty years : few 
and evil have the days of the years of my life been, and 
I have not attained unto the days of the years of tlie 
^ lives of my fathers in tlie days of their pilgrimage. 
And Jacob blessed Pharaoh, and went out from be- 
fore Pharaoh. 

And 
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And JiMieph placed hU father and his brethre&y and 
gave them a possession in the land of Egypt, in the best 
of the land, in the land of Rameses, as Pharaoh ^had 
commanded* 

And Joseph nourished his father and his brethren^ 
and all his father's houshold, with bread, according ta 
their families. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS, 

The immediate attention which Pharaoh, king, of 
Egypt, paid to Joseph's brethren, shows the high es-- 
teem he had for him; and the ready concurrence of 
his officers proves, that Joseph had executed the trust c 
reposed in him, so as to gain their good opinion* • 

Pharaoh, on this occasion, displayed atruly r<^al- 
mOiiificence, and an earnest desire to do hmiour to a 
man, who deserved so well of his king and country. 

Not content with dispensing the gifts of Pharaoh,. 
Joseph added others of his own, as testimonies of du«- 
tiful respect ta his father, and of affection to all his bre- 
thren. There was a very good reason for his distia- - 
guishing Benjamin above the rest, as has been already, 
observed. 

The admonition which Joseph gave to his brethren^. 
not to Jail out by the %ioay^ was spoken, as it seems, in > 
kindness, ,not by way of reproach. A quarrel would ^ 
most likely have occasioned their separation, in which 
case, his benevolent designs, which included all^ would- ^ 
have been frustrated. 

How afiecting it is to read the account which is here * 
given of the return of Jacob's sons ! 

It is likely that the good old patriarch hiad promised 1 
himself the comfort of ending his days in the Land of 
Canaan ; and at his time of life, a change of situation 
must have been very disagreeable to him; however, 
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parental affection overcame all his objections to a re- 
jsoova]. 

Jacob does not seem to have had any particular plea- 
sure in reflecting on Joseph's exaltation and riches ; it 
was enough for this aflfectionate father, that his long 
lost son was yet alive. He had no wish so great as that 
of beholding him once more before he died. 

It was by the express command of Gon, that Jacob 
fixed his abode in Canaan ; and we may i^uppose that 
he was acquainted with the prediction spoken by the 
Lord to Abraham. Thy seedskaU be a stranger in a 
land which is not theirs, and shall serve them, and they 
thaUaJffUct them Jour hundred years *• So that when he 
was required to move with all his family into l£»gypty 
it was natural for him to have dread and apprehensions* 
The present situation of his affairs was critical ; and 
however indifferent it might be to him individually, in 
what part of the world he should reside, for the short 
refliiainder of his days, as Heir of the Promises, it was of 
material consequence to obtain direction from God ; 
with this view we may suppose, as well as to testify his 
gratitude, the patriarch offered sacrifices at Beer-sheba, 
which was in the way to Egypt, and on the utn>ost 
borders of Canaan to the south. 

It must have been a great consolation to Jacob to 
have had his fears quieted by a Divine Promise, before 
he took his last fiirewell of that country in which he 
was born, and on which his hopes respecting the future 
prosperity of his family were fixed. 

With what beautiful simplicity has the sacred histo- 
rian described the interview between Joseph and his fa- 
ther ! It evidently appears, that neither grandeur nor 
riches had any charms for Jacob ; all the affections of 
his soul were at that instant collected together in the 
fulness of paternal love. He felt in that happy mo* 
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ment, eonsolation for years of sorrow, the height of 
human felicity ; and was contented to resign his life, 
since he had attained the summit of his desires. 

*< * The land of Goshen was situated in the eastern 
parts of Egypt, between the Red Sea and the river 
Nile, upon the borders of Canaan* It was a fruitful 
spot, every way fit for pasturage. This country was 
separated from Egypt, and on this account particularly 
desirable to the Israelites, as they might keep them- 
selves in a body without endangering their religion ot 
manners, by mixing with the Egyptians, and without 
incurring the envy or odium of the nation, as they 
would have done had they lived among them, and shar-* 
ed any power or profit in the government. They were 
also very conveniently fixed for returning into Canaan, 
whenever it should please God to command them to. 
leave Egypt 

*' The Egyptians held shepherds in general in ab«* 
horrcnce, because they killed their gods, for the Egyp- 
tians worshipped sheep among a number of other idols ; . 
and their aversion to shepherds was probably increased, 
by the great oppression and tyranny they bad endured 
from the Phoenician shepherds, who had before pene. 
trated into their country, made great devastations, and 
for a considerable time kept possession of it J* But^ 
upon whatever account it was that shepherds were an 
abomination to the Egyptians, we* must consider it as a 
great instance of Joseph's modesty and love of truth, . 
that he was not ashamed of an employment so mean in 
itself, and so vile in their eyes. It is observable, that 
he did not boast of his descent from Abraham^ a mighty < 
prince^ or stile liis father Israel, a prince of Gon : his > 
pleasure and ambition were to shew forth the wonderful . 
goodness of God, in bringing him from so low a con-e- 
dition in life to such power and grandeur. . 

* Stack bouse on the Bihie. 
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The post to which Pharaoh appointed Joseph's bre- 
thren was an honourable one, in reference to tlie oc- 
cupation which they had themselves made choice of. 
. In what terms Jacob pronounced a blessing on Pha« 
r^oh we are not told ; but we may conclude, that he 
expressed gratitude for the benefits conferred on him- 
self and his family, and wished the king prosperity and 
happiness. 

If we reflect on the various calamities which had be* 
fallen Jacob, since he flrst left his father's house, we 
may easily conceive why he said his dsys had been evil ; 
and he had not yet attamed to the age of his progeni- 
tors. 

It is remarkable, that in his answer to Pharaoh, Jacob 
called his life a pilgrimage ; and we find from several 
texts of Scripture*, that the patriarchs, and other good 
men, considered themselves as strangers and sojourners 
upon earth* This idea the Apostle to the Hebrews en- 
larges upon, and observes f, that those who confessed 
themselves strangers and pilgrims, plainly declared, that 
they sought a country, which, he observes, could not be 
that from whence they came out, because, to that they 
might have returned ; but they sought a better^ eyen an 
heaxenly country. It may be inferred, that Jacob's 
hopes were actually fixed upon an heavenly state, since 
he was not at all elated with the prosperity that smiled 
upon him, neither did he lament his leaving Canaan. 

Joseph's happiness must have been very great, ia 
seeing his venerable parent, and all his relations, so 
happily settled around him. 

From Joseph's advice to his brethren, see that yefcXl 
not out by the tvayy a very instructive lesson maybe learnt. 
How frequently does it happen, that children of the same 
family disagree concerning the gifls or legacies bestowed 
by relations, if one among them has a larger portion thaa 

♦ Ps, xxxix. 15?. t Heb. xi. 13, 14, &c. 
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the rest. Tliese contentions are not likely to benefit 
any; on the contrary, such animosities destroy that coh- 
cord which is of greater value than much treasure; and 
prevent the intercourse of good offices, which affords 
more substantial pleasures than riches can purchase. 

The lesson may be extended farther; for if Christians 
in general consider human life as a pilgrimage^ surely it 
must appear the height of folly to fall out with their 
fellow-travellers by the way, about straws and pebbles; 
when they are journeying towards a country where 
treasures of inestimable value will be bestowed on each 
of thena, if they love one another, and live in other re- 
spects as their Heavenly Fath^ requires, 

SECTION LII. 

THE EGYPTIANS SELL TH£MSELV£S TO FHi^RAOH. 

From Genesis, Chap, xlvii. 

And there was no bread in all the land ; for the fa- 
mine was very sore; so that the land of Egypt and all 
the land of Canaan fainted by reason of the ^mine. 

And Joseph gathered up all the money that was found 
in the land of Egypt, and in the land of Canaan, for 
the corn which they bought: and Joseph brought the 
money into Pharaoh's house. 

And when nioney failed in the land of Egypt, and in 
the land of Canaan, all the Egyptians came unto Jo« 
seph, and said. Give us bread ; for why should we die 
in thy presence ? for the money faileth. 

A nd Joseph said, Give your cattle ; and I will give 
you for your cattle, if money fail. 

And they brought their cattle unto Joseph: and Jo- 
seph gave them bread in exchange for horses, and for 
the flocks, and for the cattle of the herds, and for the 
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asses: tnd he fed them with bread, for all their cattle, 
£6r that year. 

When that year was ended, they came unto him the 
second year, and said unto him,^ We will not hide it 
from my lord, how that our money is jspent, my lord 
also hath our herds of cattle ; there is not ought lefl 
in the sight of my lord, but our bodies and our lands. 

Wherefore shall we die before thine eyes, both we 
and our land : buy us and our land for bread, and we 
and our land will be servants unto Pharaoh u and ^Te 
us seed, that we may live and. not die, that the land be 
not desolate. 

And Joseph, bought all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh; 
for the Egyptians sold every man his field, because the 
famine prevailed over them : so the land became Pha* 
raoh's. - 

And as for the people, he removed them to cities 
from one end of the borders of Egypt, even to the other 
end thereof. 

Only the land of the priests bought he not; for the 
priests had a portion assigned them of Pharaoh, and 
did eat their portion whicli Pharaoh gave them : where* 
fore they sold not their lands. 

Then Joseph said unto the people. Behold, I have 
bought you this day, and your land, for Pharaoh : lo, 
here is seed for you, and ye shall sow the land. 

And it shall come to pass in the increase, that you 
shall give the fifth part unto Pharaoh, and four parts 
shall be your own, for seed of the field, and for your 
food, and for them of your housholds, and for food for 
your little ones. 

And they said, Thou hast saved our lives: let us find 
grace in the sight of my lord, and we will be Pharaoh's 
servants. 

And Joseph made it a law over the land of Egypt 

unto 
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unto this day, that Phai'aoh should hare the fifth p9H ; 
except the land of the priests only, which became nol 
Pharaoh's. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It evidently appears, that the famine in the land of 
Egypt was designed as a judgment on the peopUy not on 
the king, for while the former were reduced to slavery, 
the latter was raised to the highest pitch of affluence. 

On a superficial view, Joseph seems to have had a par- 
tial regard for the king; but we find that the people com- 
plied mUingly with his requisition, and there is no doubt 
but that he did right, as he was in this matter guided 
by unerring wisdom. In respect to the cattle, they 
were a burden to the Egyptians, if they had no pas- 
turage ; and the extremities of famine would have re- 
duced the people to live entirely upon flesh, which 
would have been hurtful to their constitutions; so that 
by giving them com in exchange, Pharaoh certainly 
conferred an immediate benefit upon his subjects. 

What is in this section called the second year, was, 
in reality, the last year of the femine. It is to be ob- 
served, that the Egyptians voluntarily offered to resign 
their lands, and sell themselves as slaves to Pharaoh ; 
and it will be found, that in making the puriihase, he 
had their welfare in view. We may suppose, by Jo- 
seph's removing them frpm their usual abodes, that 
there were some irregularities among them that re- 
quired a reform. 

The priests of Egypt consisted of all the nobility of 
the land ; they filled the chief offices in the govern- 
ment, and it is likely that they had shewn a dutiful at- 
tachment to their sovereign, thouga they were idola- 
ters; on which account Pharaoh might be actuated by 
gratitude, as well as veneration, when he forbore to 
reduce them to a sUte of slavery. 

It 
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It is apparent that Joseph had the good of the pecqplc 
at heact, as well as that of the king in the meaiures he 
pursued ; for no sooner had the former submitted^ a* 
the exigencies of the state required, than he restored 
them their liberties, and allotted them a portion of 
landy with a right to cultivate it for their own advan- 
tage, reserving only a fifth part for the eqiences of 
government ; a tax which so fertile a country as l^gypt 
could very well bear ; especially as it required but little 
trouble or charge to cultivate it* This measure ap« 
peared very reasonable to the Egyptians, who, sensible 
that they could not have managed so well for them- 
selves, gratefully ascribed the preservation of their lives > 
to their humane governor. 

Joseph's conduct in the character of governor of 
Egypt, affords an excellent example to persons intrusted 
with the administration of public affairs. His situation • 
was very critical, but the wisdom of his plans, and his • 
equity in the execution of them, obtained him the 
esteem of all parties. 

SECTION LHI. 

THE DEATH OF JACOB. 

From Genesis, Chap* xlvii. and xlviii* 

And Israel dwelt in the land of Eg3rpt in the country 
of Goshen ; and they had possessions therein, and grew, 
and multiplied exceedingly. 

And Jacob lived in the land of Eg3rpt seventeen 
years : so the whole age of Jacob was an hundred forty 
and seven years. 

And the time drew nigh that Israel must die: and he 

called his son Joseph, and said unto him, If now I have 

found grace in thy sight, put, I pray thee, thy hand 

under my thigh, and deal kindly and truly with me; 

bury me not, I pray ihee, in Egypt. 

But 
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But I mU He with my fatherSi and thou shalt carry 
me out of Egypt, and bnry me in their burying place ; 
and he said, I will do as thou hast said. 

And he said/ Swear unto me; and he sware unto him. 
And Israel bowed himself upon the bed's head. 

And it came to pass after these things, that one told 
Joseph, Behold, thy father is sick ; and he took with 
him his two sons Manasseh and Ephraim. 

And one told Jacob, and said. Behold thy son Joseph 
Cometh unto thee; and Israel strengthened himself, and 
sat upon the bed. 

And Jacob said unto Joseph, God Almighty ap- 
peared unto me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and 
blessed me. 

And said unto me. Behold, I will make thee fruitful, 
and multiply thee^ and I will make of thee a multitude 
of people ; and will give this land to thy seed after thee, 
ibr an everiasting. possession. 

And now thy two sons, Ephraim and Manasseh,^ 
which were born unto thee in the land of Egypt, before 
I came unto thee into Eg3rpt, are mine ; as Reuben and 
Simeon they shall be mine. 

And thy issue which thou shalt have after them shall 
be thine, and shall be called after the name of their 
brethren in their inheritance. 

And as for me, when I came from Padan, Rachel 
died by me in the land of Canaan, in the way, when yet 
there was but a little way to come unto Ephrath ; and 
I buried her there in the way of Ephrath, the same i» 
Bethlehem. 

And Israel beheld Joseph's sons, and said. Who ar6 
these > And Joseph said unto his father, They are my 
sons, whom God hath given me in this place ; and he 
said, Bring them, I pray thee, unto me, and I will 
bless them. 

Now the eyes of Israel were dim for age, so that he 

could 
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could not see well ; and Joseph brought them near unto 
him ; and Jacob kissed them^ and embraced them* 

And Israel said unto Joseph^ I had not thought to see 
thy face ; and lo, God hath shewed me also thy seed. 

And Joseph brought them ^out from between his 
knees, and he bowed himself with his face to the earth. 

And Joseph t3ok them both, Ephraim in his right 
hand toward Israel's left hand, and Manasseh in his lef^ 
hand toward Israel's right hand^ and brought them near 
unto him. 

And Israel stretched out his right hand, and laid it 
upon Ephraim 's head, who was the younger, and his 
left hand upon Manasseh's head; guiding bis hands 
wittingly; for Manasseh was the first-born. 

And he blessed Joseph, and saicl, Gon, before whom 
my fathers Abraliam and Isaac did walk, the God 
which fed me all my life long unto this day, the angel 
which redeemed me from all evil, bless the lads ; and 
let my name be named on them, and the name of my 
fathers Abraham and Isaac ; and let them grow into a 
multitude in the midst of the earth* 

And when Joseph saw that his father laid his right 
hand upon the head of Ephraim, it displeased him ; and 
he held up his father's hand to remove it from Ephraim's 
head unto Manasseh*s head. 

And Joseph said unto his father, Not so, my father ; 
for this is the first born ; put thy right hand upon his 
head. 

And his father refused, and said, I know it, my son, 
I know it ; he also shall become a people, and he also 
shall be great ; but truly his younger brother shall be 
greater than he, and his seed shall become a multitude 
of nations. 

And he blessed them that day, saying. In thee shall 
Israel bless, saying, God make thee as Ephraim, and 
as Manasseh ; and he set Ephraim before Manasseh. 

And 
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And. Israel said unto Joseph, Behold, I die: but Gob 
shall be with you, and bring you again unto the land 
of your fathers. 

Moreover, I have given to thee one portion above 
thy brethren, which I took out of the hand of the 
Amorite with my sword, and with my bow. 

And Jacob called imto his sons, and said, Gather 
yourselves together, that I may tell you that which shall 
befal you in the last days. 

Gather yourselves together, and hear, ye sons of 
Jacob ; and hearken unto Israel your father. 

Reuben, thou art my first-born : the excellency of 
dignity, and the excellency of power; unstable as 
water, thou shall not excel. 

Simeon and Levi are brethren: instruments of cruelty 
are in their habitations : 

O my soul, come not thou into their secret ; unto 
their assembly, mine honour, be not thou united ; for 
in their anger they slew a man, and in- their self-will 
they digged down a wall. 

Cursed be their anger, for it was fierce ; and their 
wrath, for it was cruel : I will divide them in Jacob, 
and scatter them in Israel. 

Judah, thou art he whom thy brethren shall praise ; 
thy hand shall be in the neck of thine enemies : thj 
father's children shall bow down before thee« 
^ Judah is a Hun's whelp : from the prey, my son, thou 
art gone up ; he stooped down, he couched as a lion, 
and as an old lion : who shall rouse him up ? 

The sceptre shall not depart firom Judah, nor a law- 
giver from between his feet, until Shiloh come ; and 
unto him shall the gathering of the people be. 

Binding his foal unto the vine, and his a^s's colt unto 
the choice' vine; he washed his garments in wine, and 
tis dothes in the blood of grapes. 

His 



( 260 ) 

His tyes shall be red with mne, and fait teeth white 
with milk, 

Zebulun shall dwell at the havea^ liie sea ; and he 
•hall be for. a ha?en of ships: and his border i^aU be 
onto Zidon. 

Issachar is a strong ass, couching down between two 
burdens. 

And he saw that rest was good, and the land that it 
was pleasant ; and bowed his shoulder to bear, and be> 
came a servant unto tribute. 

Dan shall judge h» peo^^e, as one of the trSbes of 
Israel : 

Dan shaU be a serpent by the way, an adder in the 
path ! tliat biteth the horse's heeb, so that his rider 
Shall fkll backward. 

I have waited for tliy salvation, OLoad. 

Gad, a troop shall overcome him; but he shall over-^ 
eeme at the last. 

Out of A^er his bread shall be fiit,. and he ihait 
yield royal dainties. 

Kapthali is a hind let loose : he giveth goodly words. 

Joseph is a fruitful bough, even a fruitful bough by 
a well ; whose branches run over the wall : 

The archers have sorely grieved him and slu>t«thmi| 
and hated him. 

But his bow abode in strength, and the axwM of htf 
hands were made strong by the hands of the mighty 
God of Jacob ; Brom thence is the shqpherd the stone 
of Israel : 

Even by the God of thy father, who shall help thee, 
and by the Almighty, who shall bless thee with bless* 
ings of heaven above, blessings of the deep that iieth 
under, blessings of the breasts, and of the womb. 

The blessings of thy fkther have prevailed idieve the 
blessings of my progenitors, unto the utmoi^ bound of 

the 
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:the evedaidng hilk : they shall be on the hetd of Jo- 
seph, and on the ctown of the head of him diat was 
w^arate firom bis brethren. 

Benjamin shall raven as a wolf: in the morning he 
shall devour the prey, and at night he shall divide the 
spoil. 

All these are the twelve tribes of Israel : and this is 
it that their father spake unto t^m, and blessed them ; 
every (me according to his blessings he blessed them* 

And he charged them, and said unto them, I am to 
be gathered unio my people ; bury me with my fetfaen 
in the cave that is in tlte field of Ephron ^e Hittite. 

In the cave that is m ^e field of Machpelah, which 
i^be(bre Mamre, in the land of Canaan, which Abra- 
ham bonght with the field of Ephron tke Hittite, for a 
possession of a burying* place. 

And when Jacob had made an end of commanding 
his sons, he gathered up his feet into the bed^ and 
yielded up the ghost, and was gathered unto his peo|rie* 

And Joseph fbll upon his father's face, and w^ 
upon him, and kissed him. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The Divine Promise made by the Lord to Jacob) 
that he ivouldbe with him tvhithersoever hewent^ was re* 
markably fulfilled in Egypt, in respect to the hicrease 
and prosperity of his family : but the good old patri- 
arch's mind was fixed on Canaan, and his urgent desire 
to be buried there, may be considered as a proof of hil 
belief in the Divine Promises. It was also a very pru- 
dent request to be interred in the cave of MaehpeMi^ 
as it was calculated to answer the purpose of keeping 
up in ijie minds of his descendants, a wish imd expeo^ 
tatioD of returning to Canaan at God's appomted ttni4 
♦ The 
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The expression Israel bcfoned himself upon the bed's 
head, seems to imply thai he testified his veneration for 
the name of the Lord, by the greatest act of reverence 
bis feeble state allowed him to use, while his son Joseph 
took the oath required of him. 
'Tliough Joseph bad obtained such an uncommon shart 
of riches and honours in Egypt, and doubtless had great 
possessions to bequeath to his children, he esteemed the 
blessing o/* ^Ae Lord as the most valuable portion they 
could enjoy ; and with the view to obtain it for themi 
he took his two sons Ephnum and Manassefa with him, 
when in consequence of the summons he had received, 
he n^ent to attend his dying father* 

If Jacob had not incorporated Joseph's sons into his 
own family, and bequeathed to their posterities an in- 
heritance in the land of Canaan, disputes might after- 
wards have arisen between their descendants and those 
of Jacob's other sons : the latterwould, .in all probabi- 
lity, have considered the former as Egyptians. And 
Ephraim and Manasseh themselves might, from a pre- 
dilection for their native country, have prejudiced their 
children in favour of it. Jacob appears to have che* 
rished a tender remembrance of his dear wife Rachel ; 
and he mentioned with seeming regret, that the cir- 
comstances he was in, when she died, prevented hii 
burying her in the cave of Machpelah. 

In the preference given to Ephraim, we have an ad- 
ditionfd proof of the foreknowledge of the Supreme 
BsiKG ; for, in pronouncing the blessing on Joseph's 
two sons, Jacob evidently spake by Divine inspiration. 
This blessing related only to the temporal state of their 
posterities* 

Jacob himself was at this time in the very circum- 
stances in which Isaac was^ when he pronounced the 
paienud blessing on him, old nnd dim-sighted^ the r^ 
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membrance of his father's inadvertency, in all proba- 
bility, made him particularly circumspect. 

It is remarkable, that Jacob calls the God before 
whom his fathera walked, (and whom he had just be- 
fore styled Gb0 Almighty) the Angel that redeemed % 
him from all evil, and sustained him. By recollecting 
the various revelations that were made to this patriarch, 
we shall find, that he did not allude to any created he' 
ingy but to the Lord Himself, who was the only vi- 
sible author of his deliverance and sustenance. The 
portion which Jacob gave to Joseph, as his own parti- 
cular bequest, was the field which he purchased of 
Hamor the father of Shechem. It it likely that the 
Amorites seized upon this when Jacob went to settle 
at Beth-el ; and that on account of the altar which he 
had erected there, he resolved to recover it out of their 
hands ; and though no warrior, the patriarch might be 
enabled to succeed in this enterprize by the aid of the 
Lord. 

We may suppose that all the sons of Jacob were pre- 
sent at the time the blessing was given upon Ephraim 
and Manasseh ; for it* was necessary that they should 
hear from their father's own mouth the Lord's will 
concerning Joseph's sons, otherwise they might have 
disputed their right to be considered as heads of tribes, 
or might have blended their posterities together, under 
the title of the tribe of Joseph. 

The blessings Jacob pronounced when his sons sur- 
rounded his bed, were predictions concerning the fu- 
ture state of their posterities, which have been explained 
by their completion, as will be observed in a future 
part of the History of the Israelites. It is sufficient to 
observe at present, that Judah was to have the pre- 
eminence. By Shiloh is to be understood the promised 
seed ; and we shiUl find that from the time of king David, 
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who was of the tribe of Judah, was settled i^N>n tht 
throne, till the coining of our Saviouc Jxsus Christ, 
Judah possessed some degree of pre-eminence oirer 
the rest of the Jewish nation. 

The patriarch Abraham had several sons ; but ooc 
only received the promise of the inheritance of the 
land of Canaan. Isaac had two, but the youngest of 
them was sole heir of the promises* The numerous &• 
xnily of Jacob promised a great increase ; and it was tbe 
Divine will that they should incoi^orate togedier^ and 
form one people under the denomination of Israelites; 
the inheritance therefore was portioned out among thei& 
The peculiar blessing respectingthe EverlastingCaoensnit 
was the lot of Judah ; on which account he was to have 
the sovereignty. It will afford great satisfaction to ob- 
serve the gradual accomplishment of these predictions. 

There is something extremely edifying jn Jacob's 
death. With the utmost composure did he expect his 
dissolution ; his soul seems to have been strengthened bj 
the hopes of those blessings which are reserved beyond 
iht utmost hotmds qftheeverlasiing hiUs for him, and aU 
the nations of the earth, through the promised Re- 
deemer. It is needless to descant on the character of 
this Patriarch ; every attentive reader may discover from 
the events of his life, that he was a man of like infir- 
mities with the rest of human kind* but eminent for his 
faith and piety ; and, on account of these, su{^rted 
tmder severe conflicts, sometimes by the visible appear- 
ance of the Lord, sometimes by the secret influences 
of the Holy Spirit* Let it be our earnest prayer, that 
we may be enabled to imitate this faithful servant of 
God in every perfection, and that the same Lord who 
redeemed him from all evil, and sustained him, maj^ 
also save smd support us in all dangers, spiritual and 
temporal. 

SECTION 
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SECTION LIV. 

* 

THE FUNERAL OF JACOB. 

From Genesis^ Chap, 1. 

And Joseph commanded his servants the physiciant 
to embalm his father ; and the physicians embakned 
brael. 

And forty days were fulfilled for Ja(^b (for so are 
fulfilled the days of those which are embalmed): and. 
the Egyptians mourned for him threescore and (en 
days. 

And when the dajrs of his mourning were past, Jo-^ 
seph spake unto the house of Pharaoh, sayings if now I 
have found grace in your eyes, speak, I pray you^ in 
the ears of Pharaoh, saying, 

My father made me swear, saying, Lo, I die; in my 
grave which I have digged for me in the lan4 of Ca. 
naan, there shalt thou bury me. Now therefore let 
me go up^ I pray tliee, and bury my father, and I will, 
come again. 

And Pharaoh said. Go up and bury jbhy father, ac- 
cording as he made thee swear. 

And Joseph went up to bury his father ; and with 
him went up all the servants of Pharaoh, the elders of 
his house, and all the elders of the land of Egypt. 

And all the house of Joseph, and his brethren, and 
his father's house: only their little ones,- and their, 
flocks, and their herds> they left in the land of Goshen. 

And there went up with him both chariotsand horse*, 
men : and it was a very great company. 

And they came to the threshing, floor of A tad, which 
h beyond JordaUi and there they mourned with a great 
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and very sore lamentation ; and he made a mourning 
tat big father seven days. 

And when the inhabitants of the land, the Canaan- 
iteSy saw the mourning in the floor of Atad, they said. 
This is a grievous mourning to the Egyptians : where- 
fore the name of it was called Abel Mizrairo, which tB 
fabyond Jordan. 

And his sons did unto him according al be com* 
manded them. 

For his sons carried him into the land of Canaan, 
and buried him in the cave of the field of Machpelah, 
which Abraham bought with the field, for a possession of 
a burying place, of Ephron the Hittite, before Mainre. 

And Joseph returned into Egypt, he and his brethren, 
and all that went up with him to bury his father, after 
lie had buried his father. 

And when Joseph's brethren saw that their father 
was dead, they said, Joseph wiH peradventure hate us, 
and win certainly requite us aU the evil wfuch We did 
unto him. 

And they sent messeng^g uiito Joseph, saying. Thy 
fiither did command before he died, saying, ' 

So shall ye say unto Joseph, Forgive, I pray thee 
now, the trespass of thy brethren, and their sin ; for 
they did unto thee evil : and now we pray thee, forgive 
^e trespass of the servants of the God of thy fsilher. 
And Joseph wept when they spake unto him. 

And his brethren also went and fell down before his 
face : and they said. Behold, we be thy servants. 

And Joseph said unto them, Fear not ; for 1 am in 
the place of God : 

But as for you, ye thought evil against me; but Gon 
liieant it unto good, to bring to pass, as it is this day, 
to save much people alive. 

Now 
' 4 
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No# therefore fear ye not: I will nourish yon, ^itld 
jour b'ttle ones. And he comforted theiti, and spake 
tindly unto them, 

ANNOTATIONS anU REFLECTIONS. 

We find) that Joseph^ like a dutiful son^ fulfilled the 
4yiDg request of his honoured and lamented parent ; 
and followed his dear regains \^ith every circumstance 
pf respect that a&clkm ^erid sugg e st , or his owii 
princely rank require in the eye of the world. Embalm* 
ing was an honour usually paid to the deceased in the 
land of Egypt ; the manner of performing it is said to 
have been this : the bowels were taken out, washed, 
and secured from putrefaction by some powerful drugs, 
the whole body was anointed with oil of cedar, with 
mjrrh, cinnamon, and other costly things, for about 
thirty days, by which means it was preserved entire, 
without so much as losing the hair ; after this, it was 
put in salt of nitre forty days ; lastly, the body was 
taken out of the salt, washed, and curiously wrapped in 
linen dipped in myrrh, and rubbed with a certain gum 
that the Egyptians used instead of glue ; then it was 
put into a «bifin, oh the upper part of iK'hich was re- 
presented the deceased person; it was also adorned with 
curious embellishments ; the nearest relatibqs usually 
kept these coffins in their houses. Bodies thus pre- 
served are called mummies ; and there are many re- 
maining to this day, though the custom of embalming 
has long been discontinued. 

As Joseph had engaged to carry his father to such a 
distance, it was very necessary he should use every pre- 
caution for preserving the body, because it would have 
been, before they arrived at the cave of Machpelah, in 
such a state of putrefiiction, as would have endangered 

n2 the 
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the health* of the attendants on the funeral solemnity; 
besidesy it is necessary, in many instances, for foreigners 
to comply with the customs of a country they have long 
resided in. 

It certainly must have been a painful office for Jo- 
fieph and his brethren to follow their dear father's re* 
mains so many males ; sometimes we may suppose them 
shedding tears of tender sorrow, for the loss of so affec- 
tionate a friendy recollecting a thousand instances of 
parental love ; sometimes contemplating his character 
in those instances which procured him the favour of 
GoD, and drawing comfort from the hopes, that he en- 
joyed this ineffable blessing in a superlative degree; 
elevating their own souls with ardent wishes to obtain 
the same glorious reward, and forming resolutions to 
follow the example of their pious parent. 

When they had performed the funeral rites, and de- 
posited the body of Israel by the venerable remains of 
his honoured ancestors, Joseph returned, attended by 
his brethren, to the land of Egypt ; for he would, nei-. 
ther break his promise to Pharaoh, nor desert the office 
to which he had been appointed, as the whole land of 
Egypt would have been thrown into confusion by his 
resignation, because there was not another person qua- 
lified to fill his place. 

Notwithstanding the numberless instances which Jo- 
seph had given his brethren of his sincere affection and 
perfect forgiveness, they could not divest themselves of 
the fear that his resentment, which might have been re- 
strained by respect for his father, would break out again : 
BO hard is it for the guilty conscience to be at rest ! 
Their hearts told them what offences they had com- 
mitted against their brother in his helpless youth ; and 
they well knew, that they had no title to his affection, 
but what was founded upon the goodness of his own 

disposition. 
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d&position* With what amiable tenderness did he re^ 
ceive their message, and afterwards assure them of his 
protection ! 

As Joseph acted towards his brethren, so should all 
people ,act towards their relations. If a brother or 
lister have offended, we should never suffer resentment 
to break out either in violent reproaches, or retaliation 
of injuries ; but seek out occasions of recalling their 
love, by acts of kindness and friendship. Let us think 
how often we offend God, who bestows more benefits 
on us than we can possibly do on any creature. He 
forgives us ; we should then forgive one another, more 
especially those Vfrho are nearly allied to us, and who 
have a natural claim to our afiectionv 

SECTION LV. 

THE DE^TH OP JOSEPH. 

^ From GenesiSf. Chap, L 

And Joseph dwelt in Egypt, he and his father** 
house : and Joseph lived an'hundred and ten years. 

And Joseph saw Ephraim's children, of the third 
generation : the children also of Machir, the son of 
Manasseh, were brought up upon Joseph's knees. 

And Joseph said unto his father's house, I die : and^ 
God will surely visit you, and bring' you out of this 
htnd, unto the land which he sware to Abraham, to 
Isaac, and to Jacob. 

And Joseph took an oath of the children of Israel, 
saying, God will surely visit you, and ye shall carry up 
my bones from hence. 

So Joseph died, being an hundred and ten years old: 
and they embalmed him, and he was put in ft coffin in 
£g3rpt ; and all that generation died. * 

V 3 ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Joseph was about 56 years old when his father died; 
and we find, that he lived a long time after Uus. It is 
presumed, that he continued to the last in the high post 
to which Pharaoh had appointed him. Whether any of 
his own brethren survived him we are not told. Before 
his death, his father's house had multiplied greatly; and 
ail the people of it, according to the usage of the timesy 
were called his brethren. 

When the hour of his death approached, Joseph 
Imd by Divine inspuratiou, a certain assurance of the 
accomplishment of the predictions made known to him 
by Jacob^ that the Israelites would be settled at a 
future time in Canaan; jand the command be gave con- 
cerning his remains, is reckoned by the Apostle to the 
Hebrews as a pro<^ of his faith *• MaBy reasons might 
restrain Joseph from desiring to be interred imme- 
diately after his decease in Machpelah : it certainly 
was best, on all accounts, that Joseph's bones should 
continue with the Israelites, as a mean of strengthening 
and confirming their faith, in the Lord's promises 
respecting the land of Canaan, which it is piai^ Joseph 
himself firmly believed. 

From the eventful history of this Patriarch, we may 
infer, that every situation in human life affords suffi- 
cient opportunities for the cultivation of virtuous 
habits, and the performance of good actions. We also 
ieam the value of virtuous and iceligious principles early 
sown, and deeply rooted in ihe heart. From his father's 
house Joseph brought treasures^ which, even in a stai^ 
of slavery, be could call his own ; and which pcocored for 

# Heb. xi. «|. 
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him what gold and silver could not have purchased, the 
&vour of the Lord» and the esteem of mankind. Wje 
are likewise instructed, that the fear of God, and a 89« 
riou9 regard to his authority, is the be^t preservative 
against criminal indigencies; that adversity oft^ 
proves the means of exaltation ; that the proper use of 
power and riches is to employ them in promoting th/s 
general happiness of mankind, and of our relations in 
particular; and that a stedfast reliance on Divine Pro- 
vidence will support the mind under the most aQict- 
ing evils that can possibly befal us* 

SECTION LVI. . 

THE AFtLICTIOKS OF THE ISBAELITES* — THE BIRTH 

OF MOSES. 

From Exodus f Chap, u und n» 

And Joseph died, and fdl his brethren, .and all that 
generation. 

And the children of Israel were fruitful, and increas- 
ed abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceedingly 
eighty ^ and the land was filled with them. 

Now there arose up a new king ov«r Egypt, which 
knew not Joseph. And he said unto his people, Be- 
hold, the people of the children of Israel are more and 
mightier than we* 

Come on, let us deal wisely with them ; lest they mul- 
tiply, and it came to pass that when there falleth out 
any war, they join also unto our enemies, and^ght 
against us, and so get them up out of the land. 

Therefore they did set over them task masters to 
a£9ict them with their burdens. And they built for 
Pharaoh treasure-cities, Pithom and Raamses. 

N 4 But 
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But the more tliey afflicted thein^ the more they 
multiplied and grew. And they were grieved because 
of the children of Israel* A nd the Egyptians made the 
children of Isr^l to serve with rigour. And they made 
their lives bitter^ with hard bondage, in mortar and in 
brick, and in all manner of service in the field : all 
their service wherein they made them serve, was with 
rigour. 

And Pharaoh charged all his people, saying, Eveiy 
fon that is born to the Hebrews, ye shall cast into the 
river, and every daughter ye shall save. alive. 

And there went a man of the house of Levi, whose 
name was Amram *, and took to wife a daughter of 
Levi, whose name was Jochebed f . 

And the woman bare% son: and when she saw him 
that he was a godly child, she hid him three months. 

And when she could no longer hide him, she took for 
him an ark of bulrushes, and daubed it with slime and 
with pitch, and put the child therein ; and she laid it 
in the flags by the river's brink. 

And his sister tood afar off, to wit what should be 
done to him. 

And the daughter of Pharaoh came down to wash 
herself at the river : and her maidens walked along by 
the river's side : and when she saw the ark among the 
flags, she sent her maid to fetch it. . 

And when she had opened it, she saw the child: and 
behold the babe wept. And she had compassion on 
bim, and said. This is one of the Hebrews' children. 

Then said his sister to Pharaoh's daughter. Shall I 
go and call to thee a nurse of the Hebrew womei^^ that 
she may nurse the child for thee. 

And Pharaoh's daughter said unto her, Go. And 
the maid went and called the child's mother. 

« £zod. vL 20. t Ibid. 
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And Phanu>h*8 daughter said unto her, Take this 
child away, and nurse him for me, and I will give thee 
thy wages. And the woman took the child, and nurs* 
edit. 

And the chHd grew, and she brought him unto Pha- 
raoh's daughter and he became her son, and she called 
his name Moses ; and i^e said. Because I drew him out 
of the water. 



ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The kings of Egypt were all called Pharaoh, though^ 
they had names besides : the monarch, in whose reign 
Moses was born, came from another country, and had 
conquered the Egyptians : this accounts for his paying 
no respect either to the memory of Joseph, or the law* 
ful establishment which the children of Israel had ob*- 
tained by a royal grant from a former monarch ; nor 
can we wonder that this king should be jealous of a> 
people, who multiplied and flourished in so remarkable 
a manner. 

The original word here translated tash-masterSi pro- 
perly signifies tax-gatherer^ ; and the burdens Bxe after- 
wards mentibned as distinct things, under another 
name : so that the resolution of council was, to lay heavy 
tributes upon the Israelites to impoverish, and heavy 
burdens to weaken them. Among otlier laborious 
works, it is supposed they were employed in building 
the famous Pyramids, in testimony of the splendor of 
the kings of Egypt, and as repositories for the dead' 
bodies c^ those proud and cruel monarchs. 

The treasure aYie;,. mentioned in this section, are said 
to have been the places in which the kings of Egypt, 
agreeably to the custom introduced by Joseph, laid up 
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their stores ^ grab ; rbut oAers coajeetiire .that they 
were fevtified cities. 

What an inhonmn wretdi.mu&t PhaEaoh luivebeeBi 
to command little innodent babes to be thrown ioto 
the riyer> unmind&l of the pangs of their afflicted 
mothers! 

The method which Jochebed employed <to Bave her 
infant, proved, that she believed in the omnipoteot 
power of God ; for it was very unlikely that his life 
should be preserved in an ark of bulrushes ;• especially 
in 9 river filled by an inundation, which, perhaps, was 
at that tHpe daily increasing, and of which the direful 
crocodile w^ an inhabitant. Scripture teaches .us to 
regard Joehebed in this instance as ^n eixample of 
&ith * ; and we may conceive that we behold her — 

** Witli invocations to the living Qod, 
Twisting ^together every ^lender r«ed, 
And witli u separate prayer each oisier nveKTungf ** 

What her sensations were, when she consigned her 
dear babe to the watery element, jet the fond mother 
imagine ! 

It must be regarded as an interposition of Providence, 
that Pharaoh's daughter should come to tlie place just 
at that juncture; and that she should commit ilie child 
to tile care of his own mother. It was a great jict of 
meircy in this princess to run such a hazard of incunr- 
ing th^ displeasure of her cruel father, and the censure 
.of lilt public; but the babe leoept, and she could not re* 
4MSt the eloquence of its cries and tears; she hxMj 
redeemed him from the waves, apd resolved to nurture 
him as her^own, though he was of a mean and ^igneUa 
birth, and sprung from a raceof^traDgewdesfModbf 
^ha JBgyptians. 

With 
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Witb #liat transporting delight must Jochebed hssve 
received her son to her arms, after the terrors she^had 
suffered on his account! By being reared under her eye^ 
Moses had the advantage of learning, from the dawn of 
reason 9 to worship the true God. The name which. the 
princess gave to this her adopted son, signified draton 
out. Moses was born in the year of llie world 2434, 
and was about nine or ten years younger than his sister 
Miriam. 

We are told in Scripture *, that Moses was after- 
wards educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians* 
-Many arts and sciences are supposed to have been 
highly cultivated in Egypt at that period, particularly 
arithmetic, music, and hieroglyphics^ otherwise called 
enigmatical philosophy. An ancient Jewish author ^ 
informs us, that Moses was instructed in all these; 
and another X says^ that he was rem^kable for the 
hesaity of his person. 

From the sufferings of the Israelites^ related in this; 
section, we may learn to be grateftil to Divine Provi«^ 
dence, for placing ua in aland of freedom, under a loild 
government, where we have no tyranny to dread, 
t We may also learn, that no situation of life is so dan- 
gerous, but that the Divine power can effect a deliver- 
mice. In the present state of the world, mothers are 
not under the h^d necessity of exposing thdr infants, 
like Jochebed; but so numerous are the perils irf*l^ild- 
hood, that, without a firm trust in God, the lives of 
parenfg mfist be a state of unremitting apprehension ; 
they should therefore fortify their minds with, the coip-^ 
fcrtable persuasion, that God is the parent ^ their oS» 
i^rii^g ; Uiat I}e constantly watches over children with 
^nder love, and guards them from numberli^ss unseen 

»• ^^?ii, ^^ t .PWlo.. t Joftj^httK 
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dangers, which the utmost vigilance cannoi prevent. 
Let then the Christian parent, when she presses her 
little darling to her bosom, suppress the too anxious 
apprehension, with the remembrance, that the Lobd 
has already redeemed her babe, and adc^ed it as his 
own child in the Christian Covenant ; and let her lift 
up her heart with thankfulness to Gop, that she is pei- 
mitted and encouraged to perform the maternal duties 
with delight and tranquillity. 

Pharaoh's daughter, though a heathenf set an exam- 
ple, worthy of the imitation of Christian ladies. May it 
excite them to use their utmost endeavours to rescue 
firom destruction and ignorance those poor babes, who, 
from the distressful circumstances of their parents, are 
exposed to a fate as unhappy as that which threatened 
Moses. However mean and ignoble their birth, none 
are beneath the notice and compassion of the highest 
of their species: and the present day affords a most 
favourable opportunity of exercising their benevolence 
to the greatest advantage, in ways unknown to former 

ages ♦. 

SECTION LVIL 

MOSES FLEETH FROM BGYPT» 

From ExoduSf Chap. iL 

And it came to pass in those days, when Moses was 
grown, that he went out unto his brethren, and looked 
on their burdens ; and he espied an Egyptian smiting 
an Hebrew, one of his brethren. 

And he looked this way and that way, and when he 
saw that there was no man, he slew the Egyptian, and 
hid hiiii in the sand. 

And when he went out the second day, behold two 
men of the Hebrews strove together : and he said to 

• We allocle here to the plans' of the Ladies Society for hetter- 
ing the cuadition of the poor. > i 
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faim that' did the wrong, Wherefore smitest thou U^ 
fellow ? 

And he said. Who made thee a prmce and^a judge 
i[>Ter us ? intendest thou to kill me, and thou killed0t 
the Egyptian? And Moses feared, and said. Surely 
this thing is knoMm ? 

Now when Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought to 
slay Moses. But Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh, 
and dvirelt in the land of Midian: and he sat down by 
a welL 

Now the priest of Midian had seven daughter^: and 
they came and drew water, and filled ^e troughs to 
water their father's flock. 

And the shepherds came and drove them away: but 
Moses stood up and helped them, and watered their 
flock. 

And when they came to Reuel their father, he said, 
How is it that ye are come so soon to day i 

And they said. An Egjrptian delivered us out of ihe 
hand of the sh^herds, and also drew water enough for 
.us, and watered the flock. 

And he said unto his daughters, And where is he? 
Why is it that ye have left the man ? call him, that he 
may eat bread. 

And Moses was content to dwell with the man, and 
h^ gave Moses Zipporah his daughter. 

And she bare him a son, and he called his name Ger- 
shom : for he said, I have been a stranger in a strange 
land. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Moses, as we learn from Scripture, continued to live 
io Pharaoh's court, till he was full forty years old f. 

* Acts yii, 23. 
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tie bad not lott the prepoaieMion which 'he had iiii« 
bibed from his parents in favour of the Israelites ; k 
grieTed him to behold their sufferings, and he seems to 
liare been inspired by the Lobj> with a persuasion thdt 
he should be the instrument of their deliverance ; in 
consequence of which, perhiq>s he formed a resolutioii 
to relinquish all the honours and pleasures that aU 
tended him as the adopted son of the king's daughter, 
and to partake of their affliction *, not doubting but 
that God would accomplish those Divine promises 
which had been made to his forefathers. Moses was 
very sensible that he should expose himself to reproach, 
by thus testifying his faith in deliverance by the Lord, 
4>ut he esteemed these reproaches as more valuable to 
liim than all the treasures of Egypt, because he hod 
respect to the eternal reward of his fidelity. -When 
Moses took upon himself to avenge one of his coun- 
trymen, who was cruelly treated by an Egyptian, he 
might hope that the Israelites would confederate toge- 
ttierf , ip order to support h» views ; but cruel bon- 
dage had subdued their spirits, and he looked around 
him in vain for auxiliaries. To preserve himself there- 
fore from the rage of the Egyptians he buried the 
body of the man whom he had slain, and suspended 
his purpose. When Moses shewed himself again the 
next day, instead of giving him thanks for his zeal, his 
brethren reproached him. No wonder that his cou- 
rage should now fail him, for what could he do singly 
against the Egyptians? and to what end should^he 
hazard his life in favour of those who disdained his 
friendship ? Egypt was no longer a place of safe^ and 
comfort for him, therefore the most prudent step he 
could take was to flee away fiom it; not Uiat he 

« Ueb. »• S4, S5, 3^ tActovibiS. 
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feared the wrath of the king, io as to apprehend he 
could frustrate the promises made to the patriarchs, 
but having as yet received no express directions from 
God, it would have been rashness to have proceeded 
farther than he had already done in defence of Us 
countrymen* 

The Midianites were descendants of Midiaa, one 9f 
the sons of Abraham, and from Moses' fleeing to then^ 
and making an alliance in the family of their priest, wie 
inay conjecture, that the true God atill continued to be 
adored in Midian. Idolatry (as we may suppose), like 
other human inventions, was progressivef and it is likely 
the first corruptions consisted in worshipping the Sv« 
PRBMB Being Himself, with superstitious rites repre* 
senting his attributes by symbols, instead of honouring 
the Loud as God. These symbols being frequently 
misunderstood, gradually led to the belief of a plurality 
of gods. 

It is to be remarked, that inspired authors do not re* 
late alUhe passages of a story, but only such as are most 
material ; we may therefore imagine, that a great many 
things intervened between Moses* entrance into the 
family of Reuel, and marrying his daughter. 

As it can scarcely be thought, thai a person educate 
ed like Moses, should be contented with the simple 
f^cupation of a shepherd ; it is no improbable conjec- 
ture, that he filled up some of his time in writing ; and 
that it was at this period he composed the Book of Job, 
and the Book of Genesis ; both of which were calcu» 
lated to comfort the Israelites, in the trials to which 
they were afterwards exposed. 

To justify Moses from the imputation of murder, it 

•may be proper to observe, that the Egyptians were 

cruel and unjust oppressors, and that the Israelites had 

no mtans «f legal ^edjpess; wder these circumstances, 
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therefore, Moses might, surely, without comaiittuig 
sin, put an Egyptian to death, if he had do other way 
of preserving the life of one of his ]brethren. 

From the example of Moses we should learn to de« 
fipise all worldly riches and honours, when they cannot 
be enjoyed without giving up our title to the Divine 
promises ; we are also instructed to consult the ease 
and interests of others in preference to our own selfish 
gratifications. ** The man who discovers by the 
whole course of his actions, that he lives for himself 
alone, is always beheld with contempt ; while he who 
cheerfully foregoes his own private advantage, to pro- 
cure more important benefits for others, is an object of 
general esteem and^ admiration^ Where the benevo- 
lent principle is predominant, it will dictate a thousand 
acts of kindness, which would never have fallen in the 
way of the selfish man; it will point out innumerable 
opportunities of obliging and serving others in the 
common incidents of life, and will make the sincere 
Christian as industrious in seeking, and as ready to em- 
brace such opportunities, as the vainest person can be 
to display his services before the world in the more 
•plendid scenes of public action *";. 

SECTION LVIin 

GOD APPEARETH TO MOSeS—SENDETH HIM AND 
HIS BROTHER AARON TO PHARAOH. 

From Exodtcs, Chap, ii^ iii^ iv. 

And it came to pass in process of time,. that the king, 
of Egypt died : and the children of Israel sighed by 
reason of the bondage, and they cried ; and their cry 
came up unto God by reason of the bondage. 

* Pr. £afiekl*s Secmim 911 tl^e Cbftracler of .JMosev . . 
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And God heard their groanmgy and God reinem« 
bered his covenant with Abraliam^ with Isaac, and with 
Jacob. 

And God looked upon the children of Israel, and 
God had respect unto them. 

Now Moses kept the £ock of Jethro his father inv 
lawy the priest of Midian ; and he led the flock to the 
back-side of the desert> and came to the mountain of 
God : even to Horeb. 

And the Angel of the Lord appeared unto him in a 
flame of fire out of the midst of a bush ; and he look* 
ed, and behold, the bush burned with fire, «nd the bush 
was not consumed. 

And Moses said, I will now turn aside and see this 
great sight, why the bush is not burnt. 

And when the Lord saw that he turned aside to see, 
God called unto him out of the midst of the bush, and 
flsaid Moses, Moses. And he said. Here am I. 

And he said. Draw not nigh hither ; put off thy shoes 
from off thy feet, for the place whereon thou standest 
is holy ground. 

Moreover he said, I am the God of thy &ther, the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of 
Jacob. And Moses hid his face : for be was afraid to 
look upon God. 

And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction 
of my people which are in Egypt, and have heard their 
cry by reason of their task-masters : for I know their 
sorrows. 

And I am come down to deliver them out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and to bring them up out of 
that land, unto a good land, and a large, unto a land 
flowing with milk and honey ; unto the place of the 
(^ana^nites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and 
ilie Perizzitesi and the Hivites, and the Jebusites. 

Now 
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Now therefore behold^ the cry of th^ children of 
Israel is come unto me ; and I hare also seen the op- 
pression wherewith the Egyptians oppress them. 

Come now therefore, and I will send thee unto Pha- 
raohi that thou mayest bring forth my people the chil- 
dren o£ Israel out of Egypt, 

And Moses said unto God, who am I, that I should 
go unto Pharaoh, and that I should bring forth the 
children of Israel out of Egypt ? 

And he said. Certainly I will be with thee ; and this 
shall be a token mnto thee, that I have sent thee: 
When thou hast brought forth the people t>ut of EgjJ^ 
ye shall serve God upon this mountain. 

And Moses said unto God, Behold, when I come 
unto the children of Israel, and shall say unto thom 
The God of your fiither bath sent me unto ypu; and 
Ihey shall s^ to me. What is his name; iidiatshaUl 
•ay unto them ? 

And God said unto Moses, I AM THAT I AM» 
and he said, Thus shalt thou say unto the children of 
Israel, I AM hath sent me unto you. 

And God said moreover unto Moses, Thus shalt thoa 
«ay unto the children of Israel, The Lord Goo of your 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, api 
the God of Jacob, hath sent me unto you; this is mf 
name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all gene- 
rations. 

Go, and gather the elders of Israel together, and sagr 
unto them, The Lord God of your fathers, the Gof^ 
of Abraham, of Isaac, and of Jacob, appeared unto me, 
saying, I have surely visited you, and jseen that whid^ 
is done to you in Egypt. 

And I have said, I will bring you up out of the af- 
.flsction of Egypt, unto the land of the Canaanites, aoi 
the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Perizasitest and 

the 
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the HmteSy'Uid the Jebusites, ubIo a land dowiag with 
milk and honey. 

And they shall hearken to thy voice : and thou shalt 
come, thou and the elders of Israel^ unto the king of 
£gypt> and ye shall say unto him, The Lord God of 
the Hebrews hath met with us ; and now let us go 
(we beseech thee) three days journey into the wilder* 
nesSi that we may sacrifice to the Lord our God* 

And I am sure that the king of Egypt will not let 
you gO| no, not by a mfghty hand. 

And I will stretch out my hand, and smite Egypt 
^th aU my wonders, whidi I will do in the midst 
thereof; and after that he will let you go* 

And I will give this people favour in the sight of th^e 
Egyptians : and it shall come to pass, that when ye go^ 
ye shall not go empty* 

But eveiy woman shall borrow of her neighbour^ 
iSndof her that sojoumeth in her house, jewels of silver, 
and jewels of gold, and raiment : and ye shall pitt 
them upon your sons, and upon your daughters; aix^ 
ye shall spoil the Egyptians. 

And Moses answered andsaid^ But behpld, they will 
not believe me, nor hearken unto my voice: for they 
will say, the Lord hath not appeared unto thee. 

And the Lord said unto him, What is that in thine 
hand ? and he said, A rod. 

And he said. Cast it on the ground: and he cast it 
on the ground, and it became a serpent : and Moaef 
fled from before it. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Put forth thiM 
hand, and take {it by the tail: and he put forth h^ 
hand, and caught it, and it became a rod in his han^* 

That they may believe that the Lb|iD God of thei^ 
fathers, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
^e G^d of Jacob| hath appeared unto thee* 

And 
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And the Lord safd furthehnore untd him. Put not 
thine hand into thy bosom ; and he put his hand inta 
his bosom : and when he took it out, behold, his hand 
was leprous as snow. 

And he said, Put thine hand fnte thy bosom agaior; 
and he put his hand into his bosom again, and plucked 
it out of his bosom; and behold, it was turned agaia 
as his other flesh. 

And it shall come to pass, if they will not belieTt 
thee, neither hearken to the voice of the first sign, that 
they win believe the- voice of the latter sign* 

And it shall come to pass, if they will not bdiew 
also these two signs, neither hearken unto thy voice, 
that thou shalt take of the water of the river, and pour 
it upon the dry land : and the water which thou takest 
out of the river, shall become blood upon the dry 
land. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, O my Lord, lam 
not eloquent, neither heretofore, nor since thou hast 
spoken unto thy servant : but I am slow of speech, and 
of a slow tongue* 

And the Lord said unto him, Who hath madcman's 
mouth? or who maketh the dumb, or deaf, or the 8e^ 
ing, or the blind : have not I the Lord ? 

Now therefore go, and I will be with thy mou4| 
And teach thee what thou shalt say. 

And he said, O my Lord, send, I pray thee, by the 
hand of him whom thou wilt send. 

And the anger of the Lord was kindled against 
Moses, and he saM, Is not Aaron the Levite thy bro- 
ther ? I know that he can speak wefl. And also be- 
hold, he Cometh forth to meet thee : and when he 
seeth thee, he will be glad in his heart. 

And thott shalt speak unto him, and put words in his 

mouth: 
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toouth : and I will be with tliy mouth, and with his 
mouthy ajid will teach you what ye ahall do. 

And he shall be thy spokesman unto the people : and 
he shall be, even he shall be to thee instead of a mouth, 
aad thou shall be to him instead of God. 

And thou shalt take this rod in thine hand, where- 
with thou shalt do signs. 

And Moses went and returned to Jethro his father- 
iH-Iaw, and said unto him, Let me go, I pray thee, and 
return unto my brethren which are in Egypt, and see 
whether they be yet alive. And Jethro said to Moses, 
Go in peace. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Though the king who had so cruelly reduced the. 
Israelites to a state of bondage, died, we find they met 
with no re^dress ; no alleviation of Uieir misery : They 
had now suffered affliction for a great number of years, 
and were on the brink of despair. We are not told 
for what cause God permitted them to be so oppressed, 
but from the usual course of the Divine dispensations, 
we may judge that as a people they had fallen off from 
their duty, so as not to consider the Lord as their only 
God, or worship him agreeably to his Divine appoint- 
ment : It appears, however, that in their distress they i 
cried unto the God of their fathers, who, of his grace 
and favour, resolved to pardon their offences, and ef- 
fect their deliverance, in remembrance of his promise 
to his faithful servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 

Moses continued forty years in Midian, with Reuel,. 
or Jethro, his father-in-law> and seems to have laid 
aside all thoughts of returning into Egypt. 

Mount Horeb was so near to Mount Sinai, that they 

♦ appeared 
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^ptHred to be different tops of the same mountab. It 
was usual for sheplierds to travel from place to placet 
^ith their flocks and herds^ as the want of pasture di- 
tected* Moreb is called by Moses, ike mouniofGoi>, 
and, in all probability, in his time, it was known by 
thfit name, on account of the Lord's having sanctifel 
it on this occasion ; but there is no passage of Scripture 
diat indicates its having been so distinguished in former 
times* 

There had not for many years been an open moo 
df the Dbitt ; but as the Lord was about to call his 
people to Himself, and to deliver them out of £g3T^ 
by die hand of Moses, He vouchsafed to appear, in or* 
der to appoint him His minister. 

No wonder that so unconunon a sight as a bush 
burning with Are, without consuming, should strike 
Moses with astonishment. He was skilled in all the 
wisdom of the Egyptians. Yet could he not, from any 
[Principles of nature with which he was acquainted, ac- 
count for so extraordinary a circumstance. This wai 
ihnong the things which Divine Revelation only could 
Explain, for it was above the reach of human reason, 
aind Moses might have spent bis whole life in fruitletf 
efforts to explore the cause of this wonderful pheno- 
menon ; but no sooner did he discover adesir^ to know 
the meaning of it, than the Lord satisfied his wishes 
by assuring him that it was a token of his immediate 
presence. 

We are told that the Angel of the Lord appeared, 
&c, I have before observed, that this expression is bat 
another title of the Deity, synonymous to that of the 
Image of God, Had the glorious Being, who addressed 
Moses, been a created angel^ he would not have said / 
ath the God, &c. nor would he in his own name hare 

promised 
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promised to deliver Israel, or th^atened to brii^ de^ 
struction on Egypt. 

Strictly spe^iiingy none but the Supreme Being 
Hindself is holy; therefore, what are in Scripture odled 
Holy ihings^ are oidy so, as being sanctified by, or dedi- 
ea^d to Him. In this sense the ground whereon Mo- 
ses stood was holy ; and it is supposed, that putting off 
the shoes was a mark of reverence that had been prac* 
tised by the patriarchs when they were made sensible 
cif the presence of the Lord. 

Moses, finding himself in the immediato presence of 
God, was struck with the profoundest awe. Humbled 
tiy a sense of his own imperfections, which this won- 
derful vision was calculated to inspire, he wanted cou« 
rage to undertake what the Lord required of him ; on 
which God promised to give him supernatural assist- 
ance. This certainly should have satisfied Moses, but 
his fkith, on this important occasion, wanted the 
strongest support. He foresaw all the obstacles that 
were in the way of his mission. He knew that ido- 
latry prevailed in Egypt, and that he should appear 
tk a stranger to the Israelites after so long an absence ; 
he therefbre entreated to know by what name he 
cfaould call the Lord, to distinguish him froiti heathen 
gods. 

Th^ title, n^hich the Divine Being appropriated, 
eoold belong to none but the. one Supremf. God*, 
*^ the Bejn« op beings, who giveth being to, and ex- 
ef ciseth authority over all things in the universe. Thiii 
title properly -considered suggests the following ideas 
of God : viz. that He is one Beings existing in and of 
Himself; not receiving any thing from, nor depending 
vpoHi any odier. That He is a pure and dmple Seing, 

* Bi«h«p Beveridge*s Serjnons. 

without 
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without any mixture or composition ; and therefo!^ we 
must not conceive of him as made up of several parts, 
&cultiesy or ingredients, but only of one, toho is that Ht 
iSf and whatsoever is in Him is Himself ; and though 
we read of several faculties or prc^erties attributed to 
Him in Scripture, as toisdom^ goodnesSf justice^ &c. we 
must not apprehend them to be several ponoers^ habits^ 
t>r qualities^ as they are in us ; for as they are in God, 
they are neither distinguished from one another, nor 
firom His nature and essence in whom they are said to 
be ; for, to speak properly, they are not in Him, but 
are His very essence or nature himself*." 

The glorious title, I AM, is suitable to the Deity as 
the universal God of the whole creation: but it was 
His will to be distinguished to the Israelites by an ad- 
ditional one, " The God of Abraham^ Isaac, andJacob,^ 
in reference to the covenant made with those patriarchs 
concerning the Promised seed; by this name He is still 
known, and will ever continue to be remembered^ as. 
long as the, world lasts. 

It pleased God to direct Moses in what manner to 
open his mission; not at first to all the pec^le, but to. 
the heads of families. This was certainly consistent 
with prudence and policy ; for it was better that each 
of these should make the important matter known to 
their wives and children at home, than that tl^e whole 
multitude should be called together, as such a measure 
would have occasioned tumult, and furnished Pharaoh 
with a plausible pretence for increasing, their oppres- 
sion. 

'* Those* who wish for farther assistance in contemplating on the 
Peity» may read, with pleasure and advantage, ** An attewtpt U 
prove the Existence and absolute Perfection of the supreme, U9tri§i~ 
noted Beings in a demonstrative Manner, by Hu^h HamiUottt Dean of 
Armagh,'* Published at Dublin, in 1784. 

If 
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If Moses had not been fallj aware before-hand of 
the obstinacy of Pharaoh, he would most likely have 
been discouraged afterwards from persevering in his 
application to him for leave to lef Israel depart; and 
h^d not the Israelites been informed that the Loud 
would permit them to spoil the Egyptians, as in times 
of war, they might have objected to leaving Eg3rpt, on 
account of the want of necessaries for the journey they 
were required to take. 

The expostulation which God penpitted Moses to 
make, shews that He did not overpower the natural 
faculties of his mind ; for the excuses Moses offered 
were such as reason would naturally sugge;8t ; and God, 
kindly considering him as a reasonable creature, was not 
ofl&nded at his scruples^ but vouchsafed to give him a 
Sjsnsible demonstration of hi9 miraculous power. 

Moses, finding no immediate improvepient of his 
natural faculties, still doubted ^his ability to execute 
wbat was required of him. Not that he had any im- 
pediment of speech, but to manage such a business as 
he was to be employed in, seemed to require an ^j;^ra- 
ordinary degree of eloquence. This the Lord assured 
Moses by an unanswerable argument he could endow 
him with, and promised, to do so. 

The unwillingness of Moses to go with the Lord's 
message after receiving these promises was certainly a 
sin, and justly kindled the anger of the Lord against 
hina ; but God graciously spared him, and for his far- 
ther encouragement, promised him an auxiliary in his 
brother Aaron, who was an eloquent man. Aaron how- 
ever was to act in a subordinate capacity to Moses, and 
to receive the divine commjmds through him. The 
rod, which had been turned into a serpent, was to be 
the ensign of the honourable office to which Moses was 
appointed. 

VOL. I. O From 
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From this section much important instruction may 
be collected. In the first place it affords a striking 
proof of the existence qf Godf and a certainty of a Di- 
vine Image in the nature of the Deity. It also shews 
that the Lord is true to his promises ; and that vrhca 
his servants are dead, and their bodies mouldering in 
the dust. He is BtSWlheir God; which, as our Saviour 
Himself observed, affords a strong argument in &voiir 
of the doctrine of a future existence ; **J6r God is not 
tTie God of the dead^ but of the living /'* all Uve umto 

We are likewise taught, that when we wish to study 
any thing that relates to the nature of the Dbitt, we 
^ should do it with awe and reverence. It will be proper 
for us to keep in mind, that the great I AM is the very 
Lord G<)d, in whom the Deitt visibly manifested 
Himself to the patriarchs. 

We are farther instructed by this section how to use 
our reason in other matters of a religious nature* It 
appears from hence just and proper to examine the dif- 
ficulties that lie iti the way to our performance of any 
duty, and then to alh>w divine revelation to have its 
full weight ; vi^hich, from the just arguments it affords 
in the written Word, is now a -sufficient guide, and 
will, even in the common occurrences of 4ife, calm our 
fears and satisfy our minds ; for, when convinced that 
we act agreeably to the commands of our Great Cse- 
ATOR, we may confidently hope for the aid of Divine 
Grace to strengthen us in the performance of car duty. 
It is observable, that the Lord Goo, on this occasi<m9 
made a promise to Moses, similar to that which, as the 
Messiah, He afterwards made to the apostles f • Thtt 

* Lokexx. 38. 

t Matt. X. 19# ^0. Mark zlH. 11. Luke xii. 1), 12. Luke xxL 
14^15. 

preves, 
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proves, that the extraordinary itifluence of the Holy 
Spirit was at that time exerted, though not in so abun- 
dant a degree as after the promulgation of the GospeL 

SECTION LIX. 

M0SE3 AND AARON DELIVER GOD^S MESSAGE T» 

THE ISRAELITES. 

From Exodus^ Chap, ir. 

And the Lord said unto Moses in Midian, Go, re- 
turn into Egypt : for all the men are dead which sought 
thy life. 

And Moses took his wife, and his sons, and set them 
upon an ass, and he returned to the land of Egypt. 
And Moses took the rod of God in his hand. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, When thou goest tp 
return into Egypt, see that thou do all those wond,ers 
before Pharaoh which I have put in thine hand : but I 
will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people 

go. 

And thou shalt say unto Pharaoh, Thus saith the. 
Lord, Israel is my son, even my first-born. 

And I say unto thee. Let my son go, that he may 
serve me ; and if thou refuse to let him go, beholdi J 
will slay thy son, even thy first-bonu 

And the Lord said to Aaron, Gro into the wilderness 
to meet Moses. And he went and met him m the 
roouiit of God, and kissed him. 
* And Moses told Aaron all the words of the Lord, 
who had sent him, and all the signs which he had corn- 
manded him. 

And Moses and Aaron went and gathered together 
all the elders of the children of Israel. 

And Aaron spake all the words which the Lord had 
spoken unto Moses^ and did the signs in the sight of the 
people. 

Q 2 And 
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And the people believed : and when they heard that 
the Lord had visited the children of Israel, and that he 
had looked upon thdr affliction, then they bowed their 
keads and worshipped. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

By taking his family with him, Moses testified his 
faith in the Lord. The expression, / tvill harden 
Pharaoh's hearty will be explained in the sequel ; it is 
sufficient to remark here, that tlie Lord speaks of this 
as a purpose relating to a future time, not as a thing 
already done. Pharaoh had not yet committed that 
offence to which the punishment here threatened is an- 
i^xed, but the Lord foreknew that he would com- 
mit it. « 

The rod of God was that which had been turned into 
8; serpent, and which was the ensign of Moses' office, 
as the Minister of the Lord. 

The Almighty being now about to fulfil the promises 
made to Abraham, Isaac^ and Jacob, by forming their 
posterity into a nation^ as his own peculiar people, 
styles them His Jirsi born ; this title signifies, that 
Israel was the first nalion which he took into immediate 
cpvenant with HimselC 

How comfortable must it have been both to Moses 
and Aaron to compare together the revelations which 
had been separately made to them! It seems that 
they mutually encouraged each other, and hastened to 
execute the divine commission which they had received* 

Moses soon had a proof of the foreknowledge of God, 
for he found the fears which he entertained, that the 
Israelites would not attend to him, groundless. They 
l^arkened unto bis voice as the Lord had said* ; and 

• Exodus ill. 18. 

the 
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tiie ivmides performed in their sight served ta prov« 
the truth af his divine missidn* 

The bdiayiour of iher Israelites (m this occasion was 
perfectly just and proper, worthy of the iqutatioa of 
all who are sensible of the goodness of Goo in time of 
affliction. 

By this lesson ministers are admonished not to be 
discouraged from the performance of their public duties 
by apparent difficulties, since the Lord may be ex- 
pected to co-operate with their endeavours, if they 
proceed agreeably to His will. And all others are ad- 
monished to receive, with reverence aiid gratitude, 
those intimations of the divine favour, which it i^ the 
duty of ministers to make known to them ; and which, 
as now contained in Holy Writ^ are equally certain and 
valuable as if communicated to us by ministers imme- 
diately inspired* 

* 

SECTION LJ. 

MOSES AND AARON GO TO FHARAOHv- 

From Exodus^ Chap. v. and vi. 

And aflerwards Moses and Aaron went in, $nd told 
Pharaoh, Thus saith the Lord God of Israel, Let my 
people go, that they may hold a fefl»t unto me in the 
wilderness. 

And Pharaoh said, Who is the Lord, that I should 
obey his voice to let Israel go ? I know not the Lord, 
neither will I let Israel go* 

And they said. The God of the Hebrews, hath met 
with us : let us go, we pray thee, three days journey 
into the desert, and sacrifice unto the Lord our God t 
lest he fall upon us with pestilence, or with the sword. 

And the king of Egypt said unto thenar Wherefore 
do ye, Moses and Aaron, let the people from their 
works I get ye unto your burdens. 

o3 And 



v< 294 ) 

And Pharaoh said, Behold the people of the land nor 
Are many, and ye make them rest from their biirdens. 

And Pharaoh commanded the same day the task- 
masters of the people, and their officers, sayikig. 

Ye shall no more give the people straw to make 
bricks as heretofore, let them go and gather straw for 
themselves. 

And the tale of the bricks which they did make here- 
tofore, ye shall lay upon them : ye shall hot diminish 
aught thereof: for they be idle; . therefore they cry, 
spying, Let us go and sacrifice to our God. 

Let there more work be laid upon the men, that thej 
may labour therein; and let them not regard vain 
words. 

And the task-masters of the people went out and 
their officers, aod they spake to the people, saying} 
Thus saith Pharaoh, I will not give you straw. 

Go ye, get you straw where you can find it : yet not 
aught of your work shall be diminished. 

So the people wercseattered abroad throughout all the 
land of Egypt, to gather stubble instead of straw. 

And the task-masters hasted them, saymg, Fulfil your 
works, your daily tasks as wh^ there was straw. 

And the officers of the children of Israel, which 
Pharaoh's task-masters had set over them, were beaten, 
and demanded, Whereibre have ye not fulfilled your taik 
1 n making brick,both yesterday and to-di^y, as heretofi^rt ? 

Then the officers of the children of Israel came and 
cried unto Pharaoh, saying, Wherefore dealest thou thus 
with thy servants ? 

There is no straw given unto thy servants, and they 
say to us> Make brick ; and behold, thy servants are 
beaten ; but the fault is in thine own people. 

But he said. Ye are idle, ye are idle : therefore ye 
say, Let us go and do sacrifice to the Lord. 

Go 
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Ga therefore now aad work ; for there shall no straw 
he given you, yet shall ye deliver the tale of bricks. ; 

Aixd the officers of the cluldreo of Israel did see that 
they were in evil case after it w^s said^ Ye shall nQt 
minish aught from your bricks of your daily task. 
' And they met Moses and Aaron, who stood in the 
Way, as they came forth from Pharaoh.. 

Aad they isaid unto thenift The Lord look upon you^ 
and judge ; because ye have made our savour to bjs 
abhorred in the eyes of Pharaoh, and in the eyes of his 
servants, to put a sword in their han^s, to slay us* 

And Moses returned unto the Lorq, and said, Lorq, 
wherefore hast thou so evil intreated this people i Why 
3i it that thou hast sent me i 

For since I came to Pharaoh to speak in thy name, he 
hath done evil to this people ; neither hast thou de- 
livered thy people at all. 

Then the Loud said to Moses^ Now iil\?i\t thou se^ 
what I will do to Pharaoh : fbr with a strong hand shajl 
he Jet them go, and with a strong hand shall he drive 
them out of his land. 

And Goo spake unto Moses, and said unto him, I am 
the LoRB : 

And I aj^eared unto Ahraham? unto Isaac, aad unto 
Jacob, by the name of God Almighty; and by my 
.name JEHOVAH was I not known to them* ?. 

And I have also established my covenant with themy 
to give them the land of Canaan, the land of their pilgri« 
mage wherein they were strangers. 

And I have also heard the groaning of the children of 
Israel, whom the Egyptians keep in bondage: and I have 
remembered my covenant. 

* It is the opinion of set eral good Critics, that thk yeno thould 
be read interrogatively ; for it is certain,, that God tons known to 
the patriarchs by the name of jEiioviH. 

o 4 Wherefort 
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Wherefore say unto the dbildren of Israel, I am the 
liORJD, and I will bring jofi out from under the bitf* 
dens of the Egyptians, and I will rid you of their bon- 
dages and 1 will redeem you with a stretched-oat ahxl, 
and with great judgments. 

And I will take you to me for a people, and I will be 
to you a God : and ye shall know that I am the Lord 
'your God, which bringeth you out from under the 
burdens of the Egyptians. 

And I will bring you in unto the land, concerning 
the which I did swear, to give it to Abraham, to Isaac, 
and to Jacob; and I will give it you for an heritage; 
I am the Lord* 

And Moses spake ko unto the children of Israel : btit 
they hearkened jaot unto Moses for anguish of spirit, and 
for cruel bondage* 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. Go in, 
speak unto Pharaoh king of £gypt,Hhat he let the 
children of Israel go out of his land* 

And Moses spake before the Lord, saying, Behold 
the children of Israel have not hearkened unto me ; 
how then shall Pharaoh hear me, who am of uncircum- 
cised lips ? 

And the Lor d spake unto Moses and unto Aaron, and 
gave them a charge unto the children of Israel, and unto 
Pharaoh king of Egypt, to bring the children of Israd- 
' out of the land of Egypt. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, See, I have made 
thee a God to Pharaoh : and Aaron thy brother shall be 
thy prophet. 

Thou shalt speak all that I command thee ; and Aaron 
thy brother shall <fipeak unto Pharaoh, that he send the 
children of Israel out of his land* 

A^d I will harden Pharaoh's heart, and multiply my 

signs ai^d my wonders in the land of Egypt* 

^ •' • But 
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fiut Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that I may 
lay my hand upon Egypt, and bring forth mine armies, 
and my people the children of Israel, out of the land of 
Egypt by great judgments. 

And the Egyptians shall know, that I am the Lord^ 
when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, and bring 
out the children of Israel from among them. 

And Moses and Aaron did as the Lord commanded 
them, so did they. 

And Moses was fourscore years old, and Aaron four-^ 
score and three years t)ld, when they spake unto Pha^ 
raoh. 

AKNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The attention which was at first paid to Moses and 
Aaron, by the Elders of Israel, strengthened their faith, 
and encouraged them to go to the king of Egypt. 

Before we make any remarks on the character of 
Pharaoh, it will be pro^r to observe, that there are de- 
grees of wickedness, and that presumptuous sin^ which 
proceeds from wickedness of spirit, and consists* in re- 
proaching the Lord, despising His word, and wilfully 
breaking His commandments, is its last stage. PrC'- 
sumptuous sin is in Scripture called the great qffhnce\* 
A presumptuous sinner is justly regarded of God as an 
outcast from the race of mankind ; for he is at enmity 
with God and man ; and having broken the first law of 
nature, by refusing obedience to the Creator, he can 
have no claim to any privileges as a creature. 

It is remarked by theRoyal Psahnistf , that thehono 
made knoxvn his xoays unto Moses^ His acts unto the chiU 
dren of Israel, The dispensations of His Providence, 
therefore, towards these his chosen people, demand our 
attentive consideration. We find, from different pas- 
sages of Scripture, (which will be noticed in their turn) 
• » Num. XY. 30, 31. t P». xix. 13. t ?»• clii. 7. 

#5 that 
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ffiat tde way of the Lord with presumptuous sinners, is 
"leither to strike them dead by some signal judgment, or 

''to withdravr His gracci and give them up to *'a repro^ 
late mindy or a mind void of judgment*," and make 

* them unwilling instruments of shewing forth to the 
world the greatness of that power which they defy. 

Pharaoh was a sinner of this description : he had re* 
signed his heart to ambition and avarice, which led him 
first to injustice and cruelty, and then to a presumptuous 
defiance of the Great Creator of the universe* 

Wheii Moses and Aaron entered into the presence of 
Pharaoh, and delivered* in a solemn manner, a message 

'from the Lord God, he refused to listen to them, pre* 
tending that he knew of do such Being as the Lord 
God, and disclaimed His authority. This was an act of 
presumptuous defiance ; and it behoved the Lord to 
maintain his own honour. 

Pharaoh's not knoxving the Lord was no excuse for 
him : his very ignorance was a sin, because his own 
reason would have taught him, that there must be a 
Supreme Being ; and if he had not been totally de- 
void of piety, he would at least have paid attention to 
the persons who professed to be the immediate minis- 
ters of the Supreme Being; and he would have feared 
to treat with rigour those whom the Lord styled kis 
people i on the contrary, the haughty tyrant resolved to 
increase his cruelties to the Israelites on this very ac- 
county and commanded even the messengers of the 
Lord to submit to his yoke^ 

Ihe task imposed on those among the Israelites, who 
were styled ^^^rj, was particularly hard ; for they were 
required to enforce on their brethren the severities of 
^e cruel monarch. 1 he answer which Pharaoh made 
10 these unhappy men^ when they applied to him for 
ledrcssi shews that he had no clemency ia his nature. 

• Rem. i^ 28^ 

The 
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The situation of the officers was truly distressing t 
they were enjoined to perform and exact impossibilities* 
They had not yet experienced the wonderful goodi^ess 
of the Lord : they had no Scriptures to support their 
faith, bv relations of what had been done for others 
under the like circumstances : we cannot then wonder 
that they should fall into despondency, when they found 
their case worse^ instead of better, for the interference 
of Moses and Aaron. This trial was so great, as to 
stagger the faith eyen of Moses himself: he could not« 
by his own reason, discover why the Lord should do 
evil to the people He had promised to deliver ; or why 
be should delay their relief, when every human means 
failed. To revive his hope, the Lord graciously Touch*" 
safed to inform Moses, what He designed to do, in or- 
der to accomplish the purpose He had before declared: 
and that Moses might not doubt His power to effect it, 
the Lord reminded him of the excellency and perfec- 
tion of His Divine nature, enumerating the several 
titles by which He had formerly been known to the 
patriarchs. 

The name JEHOVAH is synonymous with L0IID» 
and the original word is frequently so translated in our 
version of the Old Testament ; it can belong to none^ 
but Goi} Himself; for it imports, not only eternal exist-^ 
ence, but omnipotent power, and unchangeable truth. 
By this title, the Divins Image of Gan- was-distin 
gttished from false deities in the family of Seth * ; and 
by this He revealed Himself to Abraham and Jacobs . 

That Moses might not be disheartened by the opposix 
tion of Pharaoh, God ^intimated to him, that the proud 
king would make great resistance ; but that he should 
finally be subdued. As a farther encouragement Moses 
was assured, that Gop remembered his covenant, and 
attended to the distresses of His chosen pec^le* 

♦ Gen. IT. 26« 

o 6 Wha 
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• • Wliat could be mor6 comfortable to the Israelites, 
than the words which God dictated to Moses to speak 
unto them? They contained every thing that their 
hearts could wish, yet the people derived no consola- 
tion from them : harassed with continual labour, and 
overwhelmed with grief for their accumulated misfor- 
lunes, they had no leisure to consider the authenticity 
of the message which Moses delivered to them. He 
bad as yet done no act to engage their confidence; and 
the things which He promised to them, were such 
as had never been done for any nation* In consi- 
deration of these circumstances, we may presume, 
tJoD pardoned their unbelief; for we do not read 
that He expressed any displeasure at their murmur* 
ings. 

As Moses had found on a former occasion, as well as 
in addressing the Israelites, the want of persuasive elo* 
quence, it was natur&l for him 4o fear a second repulse 
from the king of Bgypt* 

' It is observable, that iii giving a charge to Moses and 
Aaron, the Lord assigned to each of them a distinct 
province : Moses was to be the immediate representa* 
tive of Jehovah, invested with authority to demand 
the obedience of Pharaoh ; and Aaron to be his pro- 
{)het, or subordinate minister. The Lord Himself 
engaged to perform signs and wonders. 

From the expression / have made thee a God io Ph<H 
raohfWe may understand, that every petition which th» , 
obdurate king might have occasion to offer for respite, 
from time to time, should be made to Mose^, as the 
Lord Himself disdained to hearken to him. That Moses 
and Aaron might not suppose Gqd required of them more 
than they were able to perform, the Lord acquamted 
them that they would have nothing to do but to speak 
and act as-He shoidd from time to time direct ; and that 

they 
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tbey might be prepared for great opposition, He aloi 
informed them, that ** He should harden Pharaoh^ 
heart;" by which (I think) maybe understood, not 
only that the Lord would abandon Pharaoh to his own 
iKricked inclinations, but that 4ie would moderate, for a 
time, that part of the punishment annexed to presump- 
tuous sin, which is emphatically called the terror of the 
Lord; a kind of instinctive dread of divine vengeance^ 
the very reverse of that consolation which the righteoui 
often feel, through the influence of the Holy Spirit, in 
the midst of the heaviest afflictions. 

From the expression, The Egyptians shall knotv that I 
cm the Lord, it is evident, that they believed in false 
gods ; and the history of andent times corroborates this 
opinion, for it is related, that they were notorious for 
numberless idolatries. 

We m^y learn from this lesson, that God's delaying 
His mercy is no proof of His having forsaken His ser- 
vants ; that He compassionates their sufferings, and 
draws nearer to them the more they are oppressed, and 
that He bears with their infirmities. These considera- 
tions should incline us to place our trust and confi- 
dence in Him^ 

' * We also learn (as the Apostle expresses it) that such 
as do not like to retain God in then* knowledge*, he 
gives over to a reprobate mind, or a mind void of un- 
derstanding; destitute of the aid of the Holy Spirit* > 
This is the greatest evil that can be inflicted in this life, 
for the assistance of the Holy Spirit is absolutely neces- 
sary to help our discernment, in respect to the things 
which belong unto our, peace, and to regulate our 
judgment in all spiritual matters. The person, who is 
deprived of this divine guide, however wise he may be 
m worldly matters, abuses his reason in religious concerns, 

♦ Rom. i, 28. 
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and commits the greatest enormities.. While we ace 
xnillijig to retain God in our knowledge, there is no fear 
that He will abandon us« Let our wUl therefore ever 
co-operate with His grace; and be it our earnest and 
daily prayer to God, that He may not take his Holt 
Spirit from us! 

SECTION LXI. 

THE ROSS TURNED INTO 8ERFEKTS — THE WATER 

TURNED INTO BL4>OD. 

From Exodus^ Chap* vii. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses^ and unto Aaron, 
saying, 

When Pharaoh shall speak unto you, saying. Shew a 
miracle for you ; then thou shalt say unto AaroQ» Take 
thy rod and cast it before Pharaoh, and it shaU become 
a serpent. 

And Moses and Aaron went in unto Pharaoh, and 
they did so as the Lord had commanded: and Aaroa 
cast down his rod before Pharaoh,, and before his ser- 
vants, and it became a serpents 

Then Pharaoh also called the wise men and the sorce- 
rers ; . now the magicians of £gypt» they also did in 
like manner with their enchamtments. 

For they cast down every man his rod, and they be- 
came serpents^ but Aaroa's rod swallowed up their rodii. 

And he hardened Pharaoh'a hearty that he hearkeop 
ed not unto them ( as the LoRiit had said^ 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh's heart is 
hardened, he refuseth to let the people go. 

Get thee unto Pharaoh in the morning; lo, he goet^ 
out unto the water ; and thou shalt stand by the river> 
bank against he come; and the rod which was turned 
to a serpent shalt thou take in thine hand* 
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And thou shalt saj unto him. The Lord God of the 
Hebrews hath sent me unto thee, saying, Let my peo- 
ple go that they may serve me in the wilderness; and 
behold, hitherto thou wouldest not hear. 

Thus saith the Lord, In this thou shalt know that I 
am the Lord : behold, I will smite with the rod that is 
in mine hand upon the waters which are in the river, 
and they shaH be turned to blood. 

And the fish that is in the river shall die, and the 
river shall stink ; and the Egyptians shall loath to drink 
of the water of the river. 

. And the Lord spake unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, 
Take thy rod, and stretch out thine hand upon the wa- 
ters of Egypt, upon their streams,. upon their rivers^ 
and upon their ponds, and upon all their pools of water, 
that they may become blood : and that there may be 
blood throughout all the land of Egypt, both in vessels 
of wood and in vessels of stone. 

And Moses and Aaron did so, as the L6RD com- 
manded : and he lift up the rod and smote the waters 
that were in the river, in the sight of Pharaoh, and in 
the sight of his servants ; and all the waters that were 
in the river were turned to bloods 

And the fish that was in the river died, and the tiver 
stank, and the Egyptians could not drink of the water 
of the river ; and there was blood throughout all the 
land of Egypt. 

And the ma^ians of Egypt did so with their en- 
chantments; and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, neither 
did he hearken unto them ; as the Lord had said. And 
Pharaoh turned add went into his house, neither did 
jbe set his heart to this also. 

' And i|ll the Egyptians digged round about the river 
ibr , water to drink ; for they could not drinl^ of the 
water of the/jriver. 

ANNO- 
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ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It was observed in the last section, that those wh# 
openly opposed the Lbfin subject themselves to the 
dreadful punishment of being <* given up to a mind void 
of judgment." In this condition was Pharaoh ; he dis^ 
dained to obey the voice of the Lord God ; on which 
account Divine grace was withheld from him, and he 
had no guide of his actions but human reason, blinded 
by pride and prejudice ; in consequence of which those 
tery circumstances, which had a direct tendency to ex- 
cite in a religious mind sentiments of reverence and 
devotion, hardened his heart, and strengthened the 
wicked resolution he had formed. 

As the Lord foresaw that Pharaoh would require a 
miracle to be wrought, in confirmation of the mission 
of Moses and Aaron, he directed them how to proceed 
in this case. 

By sending for the magicians, Pharaoh expressly de- 
fied the Lord. We are told by St. Paul, that these 
persons were named Jannes and Jambres : that they 
were men of corrupt minds, and resisted the truth ♦. 

It is evidently beyond the reach of human art to turn 
rods into serpents, and we cannot &u}:^ose that the Su- 
preme Governor of the universe would permit any 
inferior Being whatever to alter the works of his hands: 
we must therefore ascribe the miracle which appeared 
to be wrought by the magicians to Divine poxvery not to 

* It has beeu inferred from several texts in Scripture* that 9igns 
and wonders cou\d be wrought by the Devil and his agents. These 
must have beeu mere delusions* and indeed they are called *'Ijiag 
wonders." Heal miracles could only be wrought by the power of 
Goo. How far God suffered devils to deceive their wor&bippers 
for their punishment is uukiiowa ta ut. See Deut. xiii. l.«-*Matt. 
Bxiv. 24.-*J^ Thess. ii. 9. 

their 
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tlieir encbstntm^nts. . * By causing their rods, as well 
as that of Aaron's, to be transformed. Id order to \^e 
swallowed up by his, the Loud strongly intimated Hi^ 
own supremacy over their idols. But Pharaoh could 
not discern the power of the Lord, for his foolish hearS^ 
was full -of hatred of God, pride, unmercifulness^ ma- 
liciousness, and other malignant passions, with whi<^ 
the Holy Spirit will not dwell ; therefore God with- 
held his grace, and Pharaoh's heart was of course har- 
dened. 

The miracle \ehich is next recorded was equally 
astonishing ; for what can be more different than the 
liquid substance that flows through the veins and arte- 
Hes of living animals, and the element of water ? 1 his 
change was certainly beyond the magician's art to effect, 
or even that of the demons, whose aid they may be sup* 
posed to have invoked. 

The changing of the water into blood, and killing the 
fish, was a very heavy judgment upon the Egyptirns. 
as they abstained from eating most kind of animals, 
drank scarcely any thing but water, and fed greatly up- 
on fish. But though the power of the Creator was 
■0 evidently displayed in this miracle, we find that 
Pharaoh still refused to obey the voice of the Lord. 

As the miracles, recorded in this section, were 
wrought to prove, that the Divine Being, whom we 
call God, is the Supreme Lord, we should regard 
them as evidences of this important truth. 

By changing inanimate sticks into living reptiles, 
God demonstrated, that no creature is of any particular 
order or species, by necessity, or merely by a regular 
course of nature, but according to his will. How thank- 
ful then should those be who are placed in such a rank 

•8rim-iii.a. 
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in the creation as enables them to contemplate his won- 
drous works, and to hold communion with Him on. 
earth ; and who enjoy a well founded hope that thej 
shall, ader deaths be happy in his presence for ever in 
heaven I 

Water is bestowed by the bountiful Creator in sim^ 
abundance, that few experience the want of it to a dis- 
tressing degree; but let us imagine to ourselves what 
would be our unhappy condition, should thia element, 
so necessary to our comfort and refreshment, be sud- 
denly changed into blood, or taken from us ! Welearn, 
from this section before us, that the Creator has power 
to alter it as he sees fit, and he can as easDy take it 
away ; let us then be very careful not to provoke GoD| 
to deprive us of so invaluable a blessing, or turn it into 
a curse ; and let us reflect on the numberless benefits 
wo derive from water, that we may be thankful for 
God's goodness in bestowing it. 






/^- ' -i SECTION LXn. 

i. - « 

v.- iHE PLAOVES Of FROGS, X*ICE, AND PLIES. 

From ExoduSf Chap. visi. 

And seven days were fulfilled, after that the Lobix 
had smitten the river. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, Go unto Pharaob, 
and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Let my peoplo 
go, that they may serve me. 

And if thou refuse to let them go, behold, I will 
smite all thy borders with frogs. 

And the river shall bring forth frogs abundantly, 
which shall go up and come into thine house, and intt 
thy bed-chamber, and upon thy bed> and into the hoose 

of 



( S07 ) 

•f thy servant8> and upon thy people, aad into thy oveni, 
and into thy kneadrag-troughs. 

And the frogs shall oome up both upon thee, and 
upon thy people, and upon all thy servants. 

And the Loud spake unto Moses, Say unto Aardt), 
Stretch forth thine hand with tliy rod over the streams, 
over the rivers, and over the ponds, and cause frogs to 
come up upon the land of Egypt. 

And Aaron stretched out his hand over the waters of 
Egypt : and the frogs came up, and covered the land 
of Egypt 

And the magicians did so with their enchantments, 
and brought up frogs upon the land of Egypt. 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron, and said, 
Intreat the Lo a o, that he may take away the frogs from 
nie, and from my people; and I \vDl let the people gO^ 
that they may do sacrifice unto the Lord. 

And Moses said unto Pharaoh, Olory over me: 
when shall I intreat for thee, and for thy servants, and 
for thy people, to destroy the frogs from thee and thy 
houses, that they may remain in the river only. 

And he said. To-morrow. And he said. Be it accord* 
ing to thy word : that thou mayest know, that there is 
none like unto the Lord our God. 

And the frogs shall depart from thee, and from thy 
houses, and from thy servants, and from thy people ; 
they shall remain in the river only* 

And Moses and Aaron went out from Pharaoh ; and 
Moses cri^ unto the Lord, because of the frogs which 
he had brought against Pharaoh. 

And the Lord did according to the word of Moset; 
and the frogs died out pf the houses, out of the vil* 
lages, and out of the fields. 

And they gathered them together upon he^s : and 

tht 
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^ hud sUok* ivit when Pharaoh saw that there wai 
respite, he hardened his heart, and hearkened not unto 
thenr: aisthe Lord had said* 

And the' Lord said unto Moses, Say unto Aaron, 
Stretch out thy rod, and smite tlie dust of the land, that 
it may become lice throughout all the land of Egypt. 

And they did so : for Aaron stretched out his hand 
with his rod, and smote the dust of the earth, and it be- 
CfflBie lice in man and in beast : and the dust of tbe 
^and became lice throughout aU the land of Egypt. 

And the magicians did so with their enchantment!, 
to bring forth lice, but they could not : so there were 
lice upon man, and upon beast. 

TheB the magicians said unto Pharaoh, This is the 
ftager of God : and Pharaoh's heart was hardened, and 
ke hearkened not unto them : as the Lord had said* 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in Ae 
morning, and stand before Pharaoh : (lo, he cometh 
iforth to the water :) and say unto him. Thus saith the 
Lord, Let my people, go, that they may serve me : 

Else, if thou wilt not let my people go, behold» I 
will send swarms of flies upon thee, and upon thy scr^ 
vants, and upon thy people, and into thy houses ; and 
the houses of the Egyptians shall be full of swarms of 
flies, and also the ground whereon they are. 

And I will sever in that day the land of Goshen, in 
which my people dwell, that no swarms of flies idudl 
be there ; to the end thou mayest know that I am the 
Lord in the midst of the earth. 

And I will put a division between my people and thy 
peo[de: to-morrow shall tliis sign be. 

And the Lord did so: and tliere came a grievous 
swarm of flies into the house of Pharaoh, and into his 
servants houses, and into all the land of Egypt;, the 
land was corrupted by reason of the swarms of flies. 

and 
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And Pharaoh called for Moses, tnd AtroBi and 
sliidy Go ye sacrifice to your God in the land. 

' And Moses said^ it is not meet so to do ; for we shall 
sacrifice the abomination of the Egyptians to the Lord 
our God ; lo. shall we sacrifice the abomination of the 
Egyptians before their eyes, and will they^ not stone us \ 

We will go three days journey into the wilderness, 
and sacrifice to the Lord our God, as he shall com* 
mand us. 

And Pharaoh said, I will let you go, that ye may 
sacrifice to the Lord your God in the wilcjerness; only 
ye shall not go very far away : intreat for me. 

And Moses said. Behold, I go out from thee, and 
I will intreat the Lord, that the swarms of files may 
depart from Pharaoh, from his servants, and irom his 
people, to-morrow: but let not Pharaoh deal deceit- 
fully any more, in not letting the people go to sacrifice 
to the Lord. • 

And Moses went out from Pharaoh, and intreated 
the Lord. 

And the Lord did according to the word of Moses t 
and he removed the swarms of flies from Pharaoh, from 
his servants, and from his people : there remained not 
one. 

And Pharaoh hardened his heart at this time also, 
neither would he let the people go. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The same that has been said respecting the changing 
of the water may be applied to the plague of frogs. It 
is manifest, that neither themagicians nor their ido^spos* 
sessed miraculous power, or it would have been displayed 
in driving thefrogs^JHes^ and llee avoay ; but instead of 
their being useful in this respect, Pharaoh was under the 

necessity 
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Beceaeity of intreating Moses and Aaron to supplicate 
the L0RD9. in order to obtain deliverance, yet he shew- 
ed no signs of repentance. He gave uray to the power 
of the L0RD9 <^y because he was at that instant sensi* 
ble of his own comparative weakness ; but he felt no 
remorse or sorrow for his wickedness and presumption* 

What a triumph had Moses and Aaron ! The haughty 
tyrant, who^a few days before had commanded them to 
work as his slaves, now becomes a supplicant to then 
for mercy ! 

By hearkening to the prayer of Moses, in behalf (^ 
Pharaoh, the Lord greatly honoured his minister* 
Well might Moses say ironically^ to Pharaoh, ** Glory 
over me.*' 

The Lord was pleased to suffer Pharaoh to name the 
exact time at which the plague of frogs should be re- 
moved; and it is observable, that the king did not en« 
treat that it might immediately cease, but mentioned 
the morrow ; from which may be inferred, that he was 
unwilling to owe any thing to the Lord, supposing that 
die frogs would go of themselves by that time. The 
event agreeing with Pharaoh's own appointment, prov- 
ed that all was the work of God. If Pharaoh had not 
had ** a mind void qfjudgment/' surely these wonders 
would have convinced him, that there is none like unto 
the Lord God. 

By the dust, we may understand those light particlei 
of earth, which being raised imperceptibly by the air, 
are only to be seen in the sun beams : and which, as 
Uiey fall, lodge on every substance that is in the way to 
receive them ; even these, changed into vermin, must 
have been very tormenting ; and how wonderful was 
the transformation ! Who but the Creator could ef- 
fect it i 

« It 
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It is Id be observed, that when Aaron smote the 
earthy all the dust of the land of Eg^t became lice. 
The efforts of the magicians must therefore have been 
directed against the land of Goshen, in which the Is- 
raelites dwelt Here they were compelled to acknow- 
ledge publicly a Divine power ; but even the testimony 
of the Egyptian priests * was not sufficient to soflen the 
proud heart of Pharaoh, who gave a .convincing proof 
of the Lord's prescience, by opposing all conviction, 
as He had foretold. Though it is not mentioned be- 
fore, we may reasonably conclude that a distinction 
was, from the Jlrst^ made between the Israelites and 
the Egyptians. The former did not deny the Lord to 
be God. ]EIe had chosen them as his peculiar people ; 
and such calamities as were sent upon the Eg3rptians, 
added to their other afflictions, would have driven them 
to downright despair ; besides the Egyptians could not 
have discerned the finger of God, had his own people 
been fellow-sufferers with them. 

It is likely that Pharaoh and his subjects would have 
regarded it as the effect of chance ; and that even the 
Israelites themselves might have overlooked the mercy, 
had not the Lord expressly called them to observe the 
difference he made between them. 

The plague of flies was a very distressing one,' as 
may be easily conceived, if we consider that there are 
a number of species of insects that go under this deno- 
mination ; most of which have powers of tormenting, 
either by venomous stings, which give intolerable pain ; 
or disagreeable buzzings, that are extremely disturb- 
ing. The Psalmist observes, that the Egyptians were 
•* devoured toithjUes f ;'' and they certainly must have 

* The magicians were idolatrous priests, 
t Fs. Ixxviii. 45. 
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m^lt^rti great anguish from them, or tlie haug^ Pbh 
raoh would not have relented. 

O9 this occasion, he stipulated that the IsradUtet 
ahould not go out of his land ; whidi theirs that he re» 
tained the same principle of oppression^ whidi had 
hitherto actuated him to treat them with rigour. 

The Egyptians idolized those animals whicli the pa« 
triarcbt offered in sacrifice, and of courBe would hare 
taken great o&nce at seeing any of the flocks and hendi 
offered in sacrifices to the LoRi^* Fit>m the questioa 
of Moses, *' Shall tuc sacrifice the abomination qf tU 
Js^yptiaiu btfi^re their, eyeSf and mil they twi iUmt u»V^ 
we may.injer that sacrifices had be^i omitted by U10 
Israelites during the Egyptian bondage : the rite how- 
ever was net forgotten. 

Though frogs are in general harmless creatures, and 
it is a great mark of weakness to be terrified at them, 
they are 'certainly very disagreeable in houses. Our 
merciful Creator, who, in all parts of the world, has 
shewn a tender regard for the welfare of mankind, bas 
80 disposed this, and many other species of noxious 
creatures, that they give no annoyance to us ; but, on 
the contrary, prove beneficia], by feeding on what 
would rentier stagnated waters prejudicial to our healtb. 
Yet how apt are we now to overlook these marks of his 
kindness ! The miracle we are now considering, is cal- 
culated, to awaken, in our hearts, proper sentiments ; 
^lerefore, tirhile we rejoice, that we have not frogs in 
our chambers, in our beds, in our kneading troughs, 
and our ovens ; let us remember that it is ^0^ who 
preserves us from so distressing an evil* 

We have equal reason to be grateful for God's good- 
ness in respect to noisome insects, which seldom abound 
except where cleanliness is wanting \ nor should we be 

2 unthankful 
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unthankful to hta providence, for keef^ing ns from heln^ 
deooured hyJUes, There is not an insect in nature, 
liowever small and insignificant .many kinds msLj ap* 
pear, but is capable, by an imtiiod^rate increase in 
number, of being a plague to mankind. 

It is impossible to reflect on the power of the Cue- 
ATOR, and the love which he displays towar^s-the hu« 
man race, even in matters which, to the inattetitive, 
appear of little importance, wifhmit feeling a thorough 
conviction, that He must undoubtedly be the grea^st 
and best of Beings, Let us, therefore, be erer ready 
to acknowledge God as the Lord of the whole Crea- 
don ; and, as sadir let us ps^ Him our willing homtge. 



SECTION LXIIL 

THE PLAGUES OF MURRAIN, BOILS ^ND BLA^NI^ 

Alffi HAIL. 

From ExoduSy Chap. ix. 

' Then the Lord said unto Moses, Go in ut&t'o P|^' 
raoh, and tell him. Thus saith the Lord God of (hf 
Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. 
. For if thou refuse to let them go, a|id wilt hold them 
€till; 

. Behold, the hand of the Lokd is upon thy^ cattle 
which is in the field, upon the horses, upon the assess 
upon the camels, upon the ox^n, and upon the sheep : 
there shall be a very grievous murrain. 

And the Lord sliall sever betweeii the cattle of Israel 
and the cattle of Egypt ; and there shall nothing die of 
all that is the children's of Israel. 

And the Lord appointed a set time, saying. To- 
morrow the Lord shall do this thing iu the land. And 
VOL. I. P the 
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|)ie Lord did that thing on the morrovr, and all the 
cattle of Egypt died; but of the cattle of the children 
of Israel died not one. 

And Pharaoh sent, and behold, there was not one of 
the cattle of the Israelites dead. And the heart of Pfaa- 
raoh was hardened, and he did not let the people go. 
And tlie Lord said linto Moses, and unto Aaron, 
Take to yon handfuls of ashes of the furnace, and let 
Moises sprinkle it toward the heaven in the sight of 
Eharaoh: 

And it shall become small dust in all the land of 
Egypt, and shall be a boil breaking forth with bhiins, 
upmi man, and upon beast throughout all tlie land of 
. Egypt. 

And they took ashes of the furnace, and stood before 
Pharaoh ; and Mo9es sprinkled it up toward heaven : 
and it became a boil breaking forth with blains upon 
mmi, and upon beast. ^ 

And the magicians could not stand before Moses, 
because of the boil ; for the boil was upon the magi- 
cians, and upon all the Egyptians. 

And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, and 
he hearkened not unto them : as the Lord had spoken 
nnto Moses. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in the 
morning, and stand l^efore Pharaoh, and say unto him, 
Thus saith the Lord Goo of the Hebrews; Let my 
people go, that they may serve me. 

For I will at this time send all my plagues upon thine 
heart, and upon thy servajits, and upon thy people : 
that thou may est know, that there is none like me in 
all the earth. 

For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite 
thee and thy people with pestilence ; and thou shait be 
cut off irom the earth* 

And 
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And in very deed for this caiwe have I raUed thee 
MPi for to shevv in thee my power : and that my name 
may be deoiared throughout all the earth. As yet ex- 
altest thou thyself against ^ my people, that thou wilt 
not let them go ? 

Beholdy to-morrow about this time, I will cause it 
to rain a very grievous hail, such as hath not been ia 
Egypt, since the foundation thereof, even until now. 

Send therefore now, and gather thy cattle, and all 
that thou hast in the field : for upon every man ancT 
beast which shall be found in the field, and shall not be 
brought home, the hail shall come down upon them^ 
and they shall die. 

He that feared the word of the Lord among theser* 
vants of Pharaoh, made his servants and his cattle flee' 
into the houses. And he that regarded not the word 
of the Lord, left his servants and his cattle in the field.' 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch forth thine 
hand toward heaven, that there may be hail in all the 
land of Egypt, upon man, and upon beast, and upon 
every herb in the field, throughout the land of Egypt. 

And Moses stretched forth his rod toward heaven : 
and the Lor d sent thunder and hail, and the fire ran 
along upon the ground: and the Lord rained hail upoa 
the land of Egypt. 

So there was hail, and fire mingled with the hail, 
very grievous, such as there was none like it in all the 
land of Egypt, since it became a nation. 

And the hail smote throughout all the land of Egypt 
all that was in the field, both man and beast : and the 
hail smote every herb of the field, and brake every tree 
of the field. 

Oply in the land of Goshen, where the children of 
Israel were, was there no hail. 

And Phazuoh setdr dnd called for Moses and Aaron, 
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and said u&to them, I have sinned this tmie: tfaeLoRB 
is righteous, and I and my people are wicked. 

Entreat the Loan, (for it is enough,) that there be 
no more mighty thunderings and hail ; and I will let 
you go^ and ye shall stay no longer. 

And Moses said unto him, As soon as I am gone out 
of the city, I will spread abroad my hands unto the 
Lord : and the thunder shall cease, neither shall there 
be any more hail ; that thou mayest know, how that 
the earth is the Lord*s« 

But ^ for thee and thy servants, I know that ye will 
not fear the Lord God. And the ilax and the barley 
Uras smitten ; for the barley was in the ear, and the flax 
was boiled. But the wheat and the rye were not smit* 
ten : for they were not grown up. 

And Moses went out of the city from Pharaoh, and 
spread abroad his hands unto the Loud : and the thun« 
ders and hail ceased, and the rain was not poured upcm 
the earth. 

' And when Pharaoh saw that the rain, and the hail, 
and the thunders were ceased, he sinned yet more, aod 
hardened his heart, he and his servants. 

And the heart of Pharaoh was hardened, neither 
would he let the childrien of Israel go ; as the Loan 
had spoken by Moses. 

; ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Though the Egyptians did not feed upon the flesh fUt^ 
oxen, calves, &c cattle were of great value to them ; 
some kinds for carrying burdens, others on account of 
their milk, and some as idols ; it must therefore have 
been a heavy punishment to them to lose these crea- 
tures. 

The text says, aU the cattle of Egypt died ; meaning 

all 
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all which had the murrain. By cutting them off^ in 
this manner, the LofiD evidently proved, that ^* aU the 
beasts of the field are his *.** 

It appears very hard, that poor animals should have 
suffered for the sins of men; but as God's tender mer- 
cies are over all His works, and the cattle could not 
have committed any ofience against Him, we may be 
certain that the Lord so ordered the judgment as to 
inflict less pain on those which died, than they woul^ 
have endured had their lives been prolonged • 

The plague of boils must have been a very afflictive 
one, for they were of the most painful and rancorous -f 
kind ; and it is remarkable, that the magicians seem 
to have been tormented by them to the greatest degree; 
and that in consequence of them they yielded the con* 
test, which they had hitherto carried on with Moses 
and Aaron : by this circumstance the supremacy of the 
Lord God of the Hebrews, over the idols of Eg3rpt, 
was made manifest. 

The storm which the Lord sent upon the Egyptians, 
was the more dreiidful to them, because in £g3rpt it is 
a very uncommon thing to see rain^ much less haiU 
The Psalmist has given a very poetic description of this 
judgment : ** He destroyed the vines with hail^ and the 
sycamore trees with frost : He gave up the cattle also to 
the hailf and the flocks to hot thunder^bolts ^." And 
from the account which this section gives of it, we find 
that God employed three elements against Pharaoh, 
Vihe air in the thunder, the water in the hail, and the^re 
in the lightning; all jointly demonstrating that the 
God of Israel is the God of nature. 

We find, from this section, as well as the foregoing 
ones, that, so far from impelling or inclining Pharaoh to 

- * Psalm 1. 10^ t Set Dent. xxTiii. 37. % Ps. Ixzriii. 47, 48. 
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A} «vD» Gpt> did every Mog confiigtent widi Divine 
justice to reclaim him. He never aeot a judgmeot upon 
£gypt without first warning Pharaoh of it, and inform; 
3ng him for what end it waa designed ; and if the Lord 
vithJieJd hiB restraining gracfi^ is was only ob a friend 
withholds liis advice from one who refuses to be in- 
flnenced by it ; and who, in order to prevent mischief 
from f^ing upon the innocent, redoubles his kindness 
to those whom the other strives to injure. Had Pha- 
raoh drawn nigh to Gx>d» God would have drawji nigh 
la hi» *• 

The plagiie of boils was of such a nature, that had 
not the LoRPy who sent it, healed those who were af- 
flictedy it wouM have proved fatal ; but it was his will 
to prolong the )ife of Pharaoh, in order to malce him a 
iartker iastrumetU of displaying His Divioe power. 

There was a remarkable diacriminatioa made among 
the people of Egypt, m respect to the calamities occa^ 
sioned by the storm of hail, which a&cted the property 
of tlio^ only who did not regard the word of the Lor o. 
This Wrongly intimated that Goo was disposed to shew 
mercy to them. 

Though (as has been observed before) the Loro 
HBoderuted in Pharaoh and his people that terror with 
which He generally torments the minds of presumptu- 
ous sinners, so as to enable them to endure reiterated 
judgments, the king was not totally exempt from it. 
The mighty thunderings awakened, in Pharaoh's niind, 
a sense of guilt, and. extorted a confession from him, 
that the Loud Mcas righteous^ and he and his people 
uicked ; but his fear was very different from that which 
is described to be the beginning of wisdom f . It was 
BO more than a temporary dread of divine veageancep 

♦ James it, 8. t Prov. i. 7. 
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impening him, instiDCtivelyy to seek relief lirom Him, 
who alone could give it. It did not produce humility 
and godly sorrow. The mercy of God, which shou^ 
have led him to repentance, served but to harden his 
heart, and make him more obdurate ; wkiefa is the 
usual effect of divine mercy upon those, who, by pro* 
voking God to withdraw the aid of His Holt Spirit, 
subject themselves to the influence of that malignant 
Being, whose delight it is to make mankind ungratefill 
to their Almighty Benefactor. 

This section teaches us, tliat ^e Lord can vHmni 
and can heal * • That an extraordinary mortality among 
cattle is designed by him as a punishment to men ; that 
the elements of air, fire, and water, are under His ^« 
vection : that the thunder roars, and the ligltfning flies, 
at his command ; that the most violent storm ceatei at 
his bidding; and that he employs all these for the 
chastisement and reforraatioq of wicked princes and 
nations. It also informs us, that it is sometimes the 
way of the Lord to avert these evils from individuals, 
when he sends judgments on a king and people in ge* 
Beral. Let us therefore acknowledge Him as the Goo 
^ the iiohole earth : and ever keep in mind, that His 
mercy is over them that fear Hinu * 

SECTION LXIV. 

THE FL AGUES OF LOCUSTS AND DARKNESS* 

Trom Exodus^ Chap, x. 

And the Lord said unto Moses^Go in unto jPharaoh: 
for I have hardened his heart, and the hearts of his ser- 
vants ; that I might shew these my signs before him : 

And that thou mayest tell in the ears of thy son, and 

* Deot. xxxii. 3a. 
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•f thy 8oa*s son, wirat things I have wroaght in Sgypt, 
and my signs which I have clone amongst them : that ye 
may know, how tlmt I am the Lord» 

And Moses and Aaron came in unto Pharaoh, tod 
faid unto h'.m. Thus siith the Lord God of the He- 
brewsy How long wilt thou refuse to humble thyself 
before me ? Let my people go, that they may serve roe. 

Else, if thou refuse to let my people go, behold, to- 
morrow will I bring the locusts into thy coasts. 

And they shall cover the face of the earthy that one 
cannot be able to see the earth i and they shall eat the 
residue of that which is escaped, which remaineth unto 
you from the hail, and shall eat every tree which groweth 
for you out of the field. 

And they shall fill thy houses, and the houses of aU 
thy servants, and the houses of all the Egyptians; 
which neither thy fathers, nor thy fathers' fathers have 
Been, since the day that they were upon the earth, unto 
this day. And he turned himself and went out firom 
Pharaoh. 

And Pharaoh's servants said unto him» How long shall 
this man be a snare unto us ? let the men go> that they 
may serve the Lord their God : Knowest thou not yet 
that Egypt is destroyed ? 

And Moses and Aaron were brought again unto 
Pharaoh : and he said unto them, Go, serve the Lord 
your God : but who are they that shall go ? 

And Moses said, we will go with our young and 
with our old, with our sons and with our daughters, 
with our flocks and with our herds will we go : for we 
must hold a feast unto the Lord. 

And he said unto them, Let the Lord be so with 
you, as 1 will let you go and your little ones : look to 
it ; for evil is before you. 

Not so : go now ye that are men, and serve the Lo h d ; 

f«r 
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for tliat you did desire. And they were driven out 
from Pharaoh's presence. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretcti out thine 
band over the land of Egypt for the locusts, that they 
may come up upon the land of Bgypt, and eat every 
herb of the land, even all that the hail hath lefl. 

And Moses stretched forth his rod over the land of 
Egypt,, and the Lord brought an east-wind upon the 
land ail that day and all that night : and when it was 
mdmingy the east-wind brought the locusts. 

And the locusts went up over all the land of Egypt, 
and rested in all the coasts of Egypt: very grievous were 
they; before them there were no such locusts as they,' 
neither afler them shall be such. 

For they covered the face of the whole earth, so that 
the land was darkened ; and they did eat every herb of 
the land, and all the fruit of the trees which the hail 
had left : and there remained not any green thing in 
the trees, or in the herbs of the field through all the 
land of Eg}'pt. 

Then Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron in haste ; 
and he said, I have sinned against the Lord your God, 
and against you. 

Now therefore forgive, I pray thee, my sin only this 
once, and intreat the Lord your God, that he may take 
away from me' this death only. And he went out from 
Pharaoh, and intreated the Lord. 

And the Lord turned a mighty strong west-wind, 
which took away the locusts, and cast them into the 
Red Sea : there remained not one locust in all the 
coasts of Egypt. 

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart; so tliat he 
would not let the children of Israel go. 

And the Lord said unto Mo^es, Stretch- out thine 
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hand toward heaven^ that there may be darkneift ofer 
the land of Egypt ; even darkness which may be felt< 

And Moses stretched forth his hand towards heaven: 
and there was a thick darkness in nil the land (^ Egypt 
three days. 

They saw not one another, neither rose any from hit 
place for three days : but ail the childreQ of Israel had 
l^ht in their dwellings. 

And Pharaoh called unto Moses, and said, Go ye, 
serve the Lord : only let your flocks and your herds b? 
stayed : let your little ones also go with you. 

And Moses said^ Thou must give also sacrifices, and 
burnt-offerings, that we may sacrifice unto the Loe9 
our God. 

Our cattle also shall go with us ; there shall not an 
hoof be left behind: for thereof must we take to serf e 
the Lord our God ; and we know not with what we 
must serve the Lord, until we come thither. 

But the Lord hardened Pharaoh's heart, and h$ 
would not let them go. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

In the beginning of this section, we find the Lorb 
again repeating to Moses, that he had hardened the heart 
2f Pharaoh and all his servants ; it is evident that thi^ 
expression (as we observed before) must not be taken in 
the sense which the words at the first view seem to 
convey : the true meaning in this place appears to be^ 
that God had- given them up to obduracy, and, instead 
of cutting them ofi^, would continue to endue them with 
bodily strength to sustain the various plagues and tor- 
ments, which, for the sake of maintaining His owa 
honour in the world, He should bring upon them. 

If we call to mind the variety of afflictions which 



were» b a short i]^ace of time, successively seat up<m tB^ 
Egyptians, and that in particular they had lately bees 
a^cted with a putrid disorder, whid) must have weak* 
eoed them greatly ; we may easily conceive, that unless 
ih% principle of animal life (which seems to be here meanf 
by the heart) had been hardened^ nature must have sunk 
beneath such a pressure of calamity. Under these cir- 
cumstances the Egyptians were very unfit to eacoimtcr 
the horrors of a tremendous storm, which was caleu^ 
lated to occasion tlie most violent agitation of spirits. 

It is observable, that all the threatenings aent frona 
God to Pharaoh, were condifianaL Let my people^ go^ 
&c, — else^ if thou re/kse — ImUbringy&c-^^afawhenc^ 
we may infer, that Pharaoh's toill isoasjreef and that he 
had no injustice to complain of, but would have found 
pardon if he had repented. It should likewise be re^ 
marked, tliat he had time allowed him for reflection,, 
between one judgment and another, and generally a day 
and n^t; but the longer the respite tliat was granted 
him, the more obdurate he became. Sometimes, in^ 
deed, be seemed inclined to comply, in parti ^i^h wh^ 
was required of him, but he never did this from a prin* 
ciple of obedience to Goo, for he was resolutely bent 
to maintain his own right to the services of those whom 
the Loan claimed as his own peculiar people, whick 
was exalting himself against Go^. 

Locusts are a species of very devoiuring insects. Tra^ 
vellera * inform us that they fly in the air all compact 
together, like a vast cloud,.sometimes fifteen or eighteen- 
miles long, and about ten or twelve miles broad, so that 
they quite darken the sky, and make the brightest day 
•bscure ; and that wherever they alight, they devour all 
the cora in an hour's time,.and frequently make afamine 

^ See Stackhome on the Bible, in th^ S^otes^ 
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In t)i« country. Tbe9e insects do not live abo^e m 
months, and when th^ are dead, tkestench of thqni so 
cbmipts and infects the air, that it very oflen breeds 
pestilences. The prophet Joel calfe the locust^ the cater* 
pillar and the palmer'Uform, God's great anm/, which he 
•ends among a wicked aiill rebellious people *•- An or- 
cBnary locust is described by an ancient naturalist, 9a so 
fierce that it can kill a serpent, by taking it fast by the 
jaws, and biting it to death. How formidaUe then must 
those of Bgypt have {q»peape<l, which were such as had 
never been seen before I not that they were created on 
purpose to be a plague to Pharaoh and the Egyptians, 
(for it appears that they came with a strong east- wind 
ftom a instant country, most likely a place w^iick had 
iiever been inhabited by mankind) but they certainly 
were directed by a divine impulse to visit these coasts. 
' There is something in the thoughts of famine so very 
shocking, that no person, who properly reflects, would 
vrillingly expose himself to its horrors. Pharaoh could 
not :av<Hd -seeing that this dfeadful evil was looming fast 
i^n him, and his people. The locusts devoured, with 
astonishing rapacity, the vegetables, which made^ 
principal part of their food. Every hour s dday in* 
creased the danger ; therefore,! mpeMed by fear of the 
pwier of the Loitn, he entreated Moses and Aaron to 
implore forgiveness for bim, but it soon aj^peared that 
he had no true penitence. The Loan's mercy, like 
die kindness of a tender father to a profligate son^ 
served only to harden him still more to resist his will 
and commands; 

The plague which followed was more dreadful than 
any which had yet been sent, not only on account of it* 
duration, but there, is a solemnity in darkness, whidi 
naturally fills the mind with awe. That which fell upon 

• Joel ii. 25. 
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Egypt was, as the author of the Book of Wlsddm m« 
forms us, attended with unusual horrors * : and when 
we consider that those inward cdmfWrts* which religion 
inspires (the only succours of reason) were withdrawn, 
we may easily suppose, that fear magniiied every real 
danger, and created many imaginary ones. The tehrar 
of the Lord, was now sent forth upon those who defi- 
ed Him, producing all the horrors of an evil conscience. 
<* Over Uiem was spread an heavy night, an image of 
that darkness which should afterwards receive them; 
but yet were they unto tliemselves more gilevoo^ than 
the darkness.'' 

The Iraelites might have taken the opportunity of 
darting during the Egyptian darkness, but the Lord 
would not permit them to steal away, as He intended 
to deliver them from bondage, in a triumphant man* 
ner. 

After what has been said concerning the other 
ptegues of Egypt, it is the less necessary to point out 
the instrootion which the present section is designed to 
convey. The wonders it relates furbished additional 
proofs of the omnipotency of the Lord, of his great 
forbearance towards sinners, and of his goodness to those 
who fear and worship him. 

) It may, however, be proper to observe, that the race 
of iasects which f»oved so destructive to the Egyptiani 
is not extinct ; as formidable an army of them as ravag- 
ed that country, would soon collect and annoy our own, 
should the Creator shew his power for that purpose, 
and he has myriads besides of difiPerent species, all ca- 
pable of doing great mischief to the produce of the fields 
mid gardens ; (even those minute ones which occasion 
Mights and mildew are considered as impcHrtant evils..) 

* Book of Wisdoniy xvii. Thb chapter may be read here aa a 
coiQiiientary on this part of SacreJ History. 
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. Let ui therefore humUj beseech Gon to forbid their 
approach ; and let us never forget to be thaakftil to 
Him, for preserviDg to u§ tbe fruits of the earth. 

It is God alone that dispenseth light and darkness, 
and though He has established the courses of the hea* 
veoly bodies, bo that the sun and moon mark a regular 
succession of days and nights, months and years, He 
iindotthtedly can, even without subverting the plan 
which His wisdom has formed, make darkness likenoon* 
day, and noon like the shadow of death, in any part of 
the world. We ought, therefore, to be thankful to His 
providence for the light of the sun and moon, and en- 
deavour to live so conformably to his holy will, that we 
loay never provoke Him to send uppn tn, such dvead* 
fill visitations as struck dismay ^and terror into the 
winds of the most hardened sinners. 

SECTION LXV. 

TBS IBRD's liAST MESSAGE 70 PHARAOH.. 

From Exodus f Chap. x. and xi. 

Avu the Lord said, unto Moses, Yet will I bfingont^ 
plague more upon Pharaoh and upon Egypt; afler« 
wards he will let you go hence : when he shall Jtot you 
go, he shall surely tiirust you out hence ahogetber. 

Speak now in the ears of the people, and let everj 
Rsaa borrow of his neighbour, and every woman of her 
neighbour, jewels of siiver, and jewels of gold. 

And the Lord gave tiie people favour in the sigfa^ 
of U^ Egyptians. Moreover, the man Moses waa verj 
great in the land of Egypt, in the sight of Pharaoh'a 
servants, and in the sight of the people. 

And Moses said. Thus saith the LoaD| About mid- 
night will I go out into the midst of Egypt : 

And 
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Aad' all the first^boi^ in the kmd of %ypt sh^ dTe^ 
from the first^boTA ^ Vhsaaofn th^l ttitteth upoa hijs 
throne, even unto the first-born of the maid servant that 
is behind the mill ; and aU the first-born of beasts. 

And there shall be a great cry throughout ail the land 
of Egypt, siich at th^e w4a none lil^e H, nor &haU be 
like it any moi«. 

But against any of the children of Israel shall not a 
dog move his tongue, against man or beast ; that, ye 
loay k»ow, how that the Lorb doth put a difierence^ 
between the Egyptians and Israel. 

And all these thy servants shall come down unrome, 
and bow down themselves ^nto me, sayifl^. Get thee 
out, an4 all the pet^le that follow thee; and after that 
I will go out. 

And Plmraoh said unto him, Getlbee fnom aie^ take 
heed to thyself, see my face no more; for in that day^ 
thou seest my face, thou sbalt die. 

And Mos^ said. Thou hast spoken well, I will see 
thy fiKo «g«in no more* And he went out from Phar 
raoh in great anger. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Pharaoh shall not 
hearken unto you ; that my wonders may he mukipliod 
in the land of Egypt, 

And Moses md Aaf<m did ^ these wonders be^M^ 
Pharaoh : and the Lorh hcirdened Pharaoh's heart, so 
that he would not let the children of Israel go out of 
bis land. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

By the former plagues the Loan had demmutrated 
that all nature was at his command; that the lives of 
animals depended on His wiU, and that he could send 
health or disease on mankind as it seemed good in His 
right. He next resolved to proves that he had equal 
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power over Ae lires of moikiiid, byltiflieting t^at j^-' 
nifliiinent which he had before threatened *• 

It seems to be intimated in this section, that some of 
the Egyptians were so affected by the judgments they 
had endured, that they feared to refuse any thing whidi 
Moses or the Israelites should require of them; at least 
they wished to be rid of a people, whose detentioi^ had 
been the cause of so much distress to their country. 
Pharaoh, however, continued obstinately resolved not 
to obey the Lord : and instead of humbling himself, 
received, with the most furious rage, the awful message 
which Mo&es delivered to him* 

The apostle St. Paul observes, that it is one effect of 
impiety to deaden the tender affections of the soul f ; 
and the passage before us affords a striking proof of thu 
assertion* Phairaoh had sufficient reason to believe that 
the Lord was i^le to do what he threatened ; and, if 
his heart had been susceptible of the usual emoticms of 
parental love, he would readily have made a sacrifice 
of his pride to save the life of his child ; the same may 
be said of his subjects. 

The expression, the Lord hardened Pharaoh's hearty 
is frequently repeated, perjiaps to keep in mind, that 
unless he had been strengthened^ as has been before ob- 
served, he could not have maintained such a long con- 
test with Omnipotence. It is certain, that Moses did 
not suppose that God had doomed Pharaoh to commit 
evil, and suffer for it, for he frequently admonished 
him to obey the command of the Lord ; and repeatedly 
intreated the Lord to deliver him from the plagues : 
this would have been a mockery of God, nay, an act 
of presumption in Moses, if he had been convinced, 
that God Himself prevented Hiaraoh*s compliance, on 
purptfse to bring him to destruction. 

* S«e Section Iviii. t Rom^ i. SI. ^Wttkoiit Mlural-affectioB.** 
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dreu is sometioies meant m a divine cfaastiseinent to 
parents. In respect to the Egyptians, it was niost likely 
designed as a punkhment for bringing up theirs to defy 
the Lord God of the Hebrews. If tl>en we have any 
desire to presenre the lives of our children, let us, be 
ciureful not to offend the Lord by any flagrant act of 
impiety ourselves ; or encourage in our ofiTspring the 
practice of any vice, that may provoke Him to cut 
them off in the morning of their days. 

SECTION LXVL 

THE INSTITUTION OP TH£ PASSOVSR« 

From ExoduSf Chap, xii. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses and Aaron in the 
land of Egypt, saying. This month shall be unto yos 
the beginning of months : it shall be the first month of 
the year to you. 

Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying. 
In the tenth day of thi^ month they shall take to them 
every man a lamb, according to the house of their fa. 
tilers, a lamb for an house* 

And if the household be too little for the lamb, let 
him and bis neighbour next unto his house take it, ac« 
cording to the number of the souls ; every man ac* , 
cording to his eating, shall make your count for the 
lamb. 

Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the 
first year : ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from 
the goats. 

And ye shall keep it \xp until the fourteenth day of the 
same month ; and the whole assembly of the congre* 
gation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. 

An<| 
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And tliey shall take of the blood, and strike it on 
the two side posts, and oa the u|pper door-post pf th0 
houses wherein they shall eat it. 

And they shall eat the flesh in that uight ; roast witk 
fire, and unleavened bread, and with bitter herbs they 
^all eat it. Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with 
water, but roast with tire ; his head with his legs, and 
with the purtenance thereof. 

And ye shall let nothing of it I'emain until the mora. 
ing: and that which r^maineth of it until the vaoming^ 
ye shall burn with fire. 

And thus shall ye eat it; with your loins girded, your 
shoes on your feet^ and your staff in your hand : and 
ye shall eat it in h^te; it is the Lord's passover. 

For I will pass through the lanil of Egypt this night, 
and will smite all the first-born in the land of Egypt, 
both man and beast: and against all the godff of Egypt 
I will execute judgment; I ^m the Lor«. 

And the blood shall be to you for a token upon tfat 
houses where you are : and when I see the blood, I wtt 
pass over you, and tho plague shall not be upon you to 
destroy you, when I smite the land of Egypt. 

And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and 
ye shall keep it a feast to the Lord throughout your 
generations ; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance 
for ever. , 

Then Moses called for all the elders of Israel, and 
said unto them, Draw out and take jou ^ lamb accord- 
ing to your families, and kill the passover. 

And ye shall take a bunch of hyssop, and dip it in 
die blood that is in the bason* and strike the lintel and 
the two side-posts with the blood that is in the bason; 
and none of you shall go out at the door of his house 
until the morning. 

Foe 
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For tlie LoHT) wiU pass througk to smite tlie Egyp« 
iian« : and whenhe seeth the blood upon the lintel and 
on the two side posts, theLoauvUl pass over the door, 
and will not su&v the destroyer to come in vmto your 
houses to smite you. 

And ye shall observe this thing for an ordinance to 
thee, -and to thy sons for ever. 

And it shall come to pass; when ye be come to th# 
land which the Lord will give you, accord mg as he 
hath promised, that ye shall keep thi& service* 

And it shall come to pass, when your children i^^ 
aay unto you, What mean ye by this service ? 

That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LoRi>'» 
passover, who passed over the houses of the d^ldren of 
Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians^ and de^- 
Uvered o»r houses. And the people boired the hsed 
attd worslwpped* 

And the children of Israel went away, and did as the 
Loao had commanded Moses and Aaron, so did tbeyw 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

Though the Israelites were not presumptuous or prch 
fane, like the Egyptians, tliey were yet sinners, and hav- 
ing, assuch, incurred the penalty of death *, they had 
no claim to divine favour, neitlier could they redeem 
themselves. Bat God graciously determined, of His 
own bountiful mercy, before tlie foundation of the 
world, to pardon all' those who would repent of their 
sins, believe, fear, and ti'ust in Him, and obey his Di« 
vine commands ; and ordained that tlie promised seed of 
the woman shoukl satiny His justice, and make atone* 
ment for the sins of the whole race of mankind, by 
submitting to-a voluntmy death for their redemption. 

• Rom. vi. 23t 

The 
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The time fbr this sacrifice was fet at a very great 
distance, when Israel was about to be delivered from 
Egyptian bondage ; but as that deliverance was designed 
to be a type of the greater deliverance from the bond<^ 
dge of sin ; and also a pledge to assure his faithful ser- 
vants of the certainty o^ it ; the Lord instituted the 
passover^ as a representation of the great sacrifice to be 
made in the fulness of time. 

It was a very significant regulation, that fn respect 
to ecclesiastical affairs, every succeeding year should 
commence with the solemnization of a rite which inti- 
mated a redemption from death, through the mercy of 
God. 

The passover was instituted «bout the beginning df 
our March, which prefigured^ that tlie Redeemer of 
the world should suffer in that month : before the in- 
stitution of the passover, the Israelites began to date tbd 
new year from the middle of September, and still con^ 
thdue to do so in civil concerns. 

It was required that every household should kill a 
Iamb for itself, that each individual might have an op* 
portunity of expressing his faith in God's promises, by 
joining in that divine ordinance, which was a tokea of 
his intended mercy to them. 

A Lamb without blemish was d fit emblem of a Sa^ 
viour who would live a life of perfect innocence an4 
holiness. The Lord^s commanding the Lamb to be 
slain, indicated, that He, having appointed death to be 
the punishment of sin, it was necessary, for the satis- 
faction of divine justice, that this penalty should be paid 
by the Redeemer ^ of whom the Lamb was a type or re- 
presentation i and the sprinkling of tl>e blood served at 
once to testify the faith of the Israelites, and to intimate 
the efficacy of the blood of the R£D£E^f er. 

The paschal lamb was slaintiefore Israel was delivered 

out 



( S83 ) 

outt>f Egypt, to 3igniify» tbat the Saviour mu6t suffor^be* 
fore mankind coubl bedelivered from (lie bondage of sm. 
It was killed before the law of Moses, or tbe sacrifices of 
Aaron were enjoined, to shew, that deliverance comes 
to the human race only through the Redeemer. 

The manner in which the Israelites were required to 
eat the passover, was calculated to bring to their re- 
membrance, in future, the situation they were in whei^ 
they eat it the first time. 

The lamb was roasted with fire, to denote (as is sup- 
posed) the dreadful pains which the Redeemer would 
suffer. Unleavened bread was an emblem of sinceri^ 
and truth *, as bitter herbs were of repentance and mor- 
tification. 

This rite was to be observed,/or ever^ that is to say, 
as long as the Mosaic dispensation should last ; we shall 
find by the New Testament, that it was no longer obli- 
gatory after Christ was slain. 

It is needless to enlarge farther on the subject of the 
Jewish passover, as the rite is abolished; Christ, the 
true paschal lamby has been slain for the redemption of 
the world, through whom alone Christians are to look 
for salvation ; but it may be useful to us to reflect on 
the wonderful goodness and mercy of God, in appoint- 
ing a mean whereby atonement might be made for sin, 
and an interest in the blood of the Redeemer secured, 
long before He came to lay down his life as a ransom 
for mankind. 

It IS observable, that the Israelites were commanded 
to instruct their children in the meaning of this rite, 
from whence may be inferred, that it is the duty of 
christian parents to explain to their children the mean- 
ix^ of that institution, which is now substituted in the 

• 1 Cox. V. 8. 
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pl^ce of the passMytCfr. Yet how munj ire suffered t6 
grow up in total ignorance of that Holy Sacrament, 
which was ordained to keep up a constant remeni" 
iR'anc^e of what has been done for them t 



SECTION LXVII. 

THE DEPARTURE OF THE ISRAELITES. 

From Exodtts, Chap, xii. and xiii. 

And it came to pass that at mid-night the Lord 
«mote all the first-born in the land of Egypt, from the 
first-born of Pharaoh that sat on his throne, unto the 
first-born of the captive that was in the dungeon ; and 
all the first-born of cattle. 

And Pharaoh rose up in the night, he and all his ser- 
vants, and all the Egyptians ; and there was a great 
cry in Egypt; for there was not a house where there 
was not one dead. 

And Pharaoh called for Moses and Aaron by night, 
and said. Rise up, and get you forth from among my 
people, both ye, and the children of Israel : and go, 
serve the Loud, as ye have said. 

Also take your flocks, and your herds, as ye have 
said, and be gone, and bless me al.so. 

And the Egyptians were urgent upon the people that 
they might send them out of the land in haste : for they 
said. We be all dead men. 

And the people took their dough before it was lea^ 
vened, their kneading-troughs being bound up in their 
clothes upon their shoulders. 

And the children' of Israel did acconlhrgto the word 
of Moses ; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels 
of silver, and jewels of gold, and raiment. 

7 And 
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And the Lord goitre the people fkvor in the tight «f 
the Egyptians, so that they lent unto them sach things 
^ they required: and they spoiled the Egyptians. 

And the children of Israel journied from Rameses 
to Succoth, ahout six hundred thousand on foot that 
were men, besides children. 

And a mixed multitude went up also with them ; and 
flocks, and herds, even very much cattle. 

And they baked unleavened cakes of the dough which 
they brought forth out of Egypt, for it w^ not leaven- 
ed : because they were thrust out of Egypt, and could 
not tarry, neither had they prepared for themselves 
any victual. 

Now tlie sojourning of the children of Israel, who 
dwelt in Egypt, was four hundred and thhrty years. 

And it came to pass, at the end of the four hundred 
and thirty years, even the self-same day it came to pass, 
that all the hosts of the Lord went out from th6 knd 
of Egypt. 

It is a night to be much observed unto the Lord for 
bringing them out from the land of Egypt : this is t;hat 
night of the Lord to be observed of all the children 
of Israel in their generations. 

And the Loud spake unto Moses, saying. Sanctify 
unto me all the first-born among the children of Israel 
both of man and of beast^ it is mine. 

And Moses said unto the people, Remember this day 
in which ye came out from Egypt, out of the house of 
bondage; for by strength of hand the Loan brought 
you out from this place : there shall no leavened bread 
be eaten. 

This day cam^ ye out in the montih Abib. And it 
shall be when the Lord shall bring thee into the land 
of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, 
and the Hivites. and the Jebusites, which he sware 
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onto thy fathers to give. thee, a land flowing^ with miik. 
und honey, that thou shall keep this service in thb 
taionth. ' 

Seven days shalt thou eat unleavened bread» and in 
the seventh day shall be a feast to the Lord. 

Unleavened bread shall be eaten seven days: and 
there shall no leavened bread be seen with thee, neither 
shall there be leaven seen with thee in all thy quarters* 

And thou shalt shew thy son in that day, saying, This 
is done because of that which the Loud did unto ne, 
when I came forth out of Egypt. 

And it shall be for a sign unto thee upon thine hand, 
and for a memorial between thine eyes ; that the 
LoaD*8 law may be in thy mouth : for with a strong 
hand hath the Loan brought thee out of Egjrpt. 

Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his sea* 
son from year io year. 

And it shall be when thy son asketh thee in time to 
come, saying, What is this? that thou shalt say unto 
him, By strength of hand the Loud brought us out 
hor^ Egypt, from the house of bondage. 

And it came to pass, when Pharaoh would hardly let 
us go, that the Loan slew all the first-born in the land 
of Egypt, both the first-born of man and the first- 
born of beasts ; therefore I sacrifice to the Lotti> all the 
first-bom, being males, but all [the first-born of my 
children I redeem. 

ANNOTAl IONS and REFLECTIONS. 

We may suppose that Moses delivered the Loan's 
message to Pharaoh on the same day that he directed the 
Israelites to separate the lambs for the passover, which 
^as several days before the last plague was sent upon 
Egypt, so that the Egyptians had sufficient time to reflect 
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Upon the danger to which they expos ed themselves, by 
detaining God's people; but while the IsraeUfces with 
faith and devout expectation, prepared for thoir depar- 
ture, Pharaoh and his presumptuous subjects went on 
"encouraging each other, in an obstinate defiance of the 
threatenings of that great Being, who had already fully 
demonstrated to them, that He is possessed of omnipo- 
tence. There was sometliing so foolish in this conduct, 
that there is no accounting for it in £^ny other way than 
by imputing it to a want of that Divine principle, 
which, as has been before observed, is necessary to re- 
gulate human reason, and prevent the passfons from 
obtaining an ascendancy over it. It is evident that 
Pharaoh did not, on this occasion, make a proper use 
of his reasoning faculty, or he must have discerned ttte 
folly of opposing the will of the Lord God. 

Of all the judgments that had yet been inflicted upon 
the Egyptians, none was equal in its effects and dura- 
tion to the death of their Jirst-horn, This was calculated' 
to recal that tenderness which impiety, by raising tur- 
bulent passions ia ihe mind, had in a manner oblite- 
rated ; and at the same time to mortify the pride of 
those who exalted tliemselves against God, as it de- 
prived them of the principal hope of their family, the 
Jiist'horn son ; he wlio was to succeed his father in lio- 
iH)ur and estate, and support that pride which aspired 
to domineer even over the people, whom God had ho- 
noured with the title of^ His own ^rst -born. The other 
plagues were but temporary evils in comparison with 
this. 1 he river now no longer flowed with blood, but 
yielded again the refreshing element of water. The. 
houses of the Egyptians were cleansed from noisome 
reptiles, their bodies from vermin, the flies which dc- 
•voured them were dead, and the land was purified froni 
the corruption which tliey had occasioned. The loss 
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<ff cattle which they had sustained by the murram might 
i}e repaired by purchase, and subsequent increase. 
Healtl^ was restored to tlieir bodies ; the tempest was 
pasty and the air again serene ; future crops of flax and 
barley might supply the deiiciencies, which the hail 
and fire liad made ; and the quick growth of vegetables 
promised a restoration of the herbs of the field ; the 
army of locusts was no more ; and trees would dgaio 
shobt forth their leaves, and bear fruit. 

The darl^ness was sudh as had never Jbefore been 
Icnown, and might possibly never be known again. 
But who could restore to life their ^rst-bomf What 
could recompense thiem for the loss of their chiidren-? 
Tlie aiHicted parents could xiot console themselves with 
the thought, that their hdoved ofl&pring were removed 
to a world of bliss, where they might hope to meet 
them again in glory, crowned with immortality; [on 
the contrary, their sorrow was aggravated by the 
** TERROR OF THE LoRD,*' which scized their minds, 
ahd filled them with fearful apprehension liiat the ven- 
geance of an offi^nded God woukl soon fall on their 
own heads. 

It was one part of God's denunciation agaiiist the 
Egyptians*, that he would execdte judgment against 
all the gods of Egypt. 

^ As the Egyptians onginally descended from Misraipi, 
the grandson of Noah, they must originally have 'had 
the knowledge of the Lord among them, nor had they 
totally lost it in the days of Abraham and Isaac ; but 
by degrees tliey fell into the grossest idolatry ; and, be- 
dsides a number of idols, which they called celestial and 
terrestriafl gods, they paid adoration to brute animalt ; 
and that to so great a variety, that in almost every 
'town or village they worshipped different idok^ which 

^ See Section Jxiv. 
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was often the cause of bitter quarrels, and noractimes 
of dangerous wars. They paid divine honours to the 
Uon, the buH, the sheep^the goat, the cat, the dog, the 
ibis, the wolf, the crocodile and many others. If any 
person killed one of the sacred animals designedly, he 
was punished with immediate death ; these animals 
were fed at great expence while living ; and, when they 
died, the Egyptians went into deep mourning, and 
lamented them as if they had been their dearest chil- 
dren. These, in all probability, were the beasts that 
died in the last plague, (the gods of Egypt) and not 
the cattle of the field. In this accoHnt of the idolatrie* 
of the Egyptians, we see, that, as the Apostle expresses^ 
** Though they kn«w God, they glorified Him not as 
God, but changed the glory of the uncorruptible Goll 
(even his own express Image) for four.footed beasts 
and creeping things; the truth of God into a lie ; ho- 
nouring the creature more than the OueatoRi who it 
Wessed for evermore* !** 

The prediction, which Moses delivered to Pharaoh, 
was now fulfilled f • His own proud heart was htim- 
kied, and his people were urgent to send the Israelites 
. out of thehr land ; they at length acknowledged them 
to be the people of God J, and willingly furnished 
them with such things as might be necessary to add 
splendour to the sacrifice they wete going %o make in 
the wilderness. - 

At first sight it appears a didionourable act in the Is- 
raelites to borrow of the Egyptians what they could have 
110 intention to return ; but we must consider, that they 
did it by the express command of God, and tluit all 
things in this world are properly His ; He created, go- 
verns, and sustains the univeirse, therefore may justly 
take from one, and ^ve to another, as His infinite wis- 
dom sees proper. And it appears afterwards, that th« 

* Kom. i, t Sec Seclion Ixiii, X See Settloti Ixv. 
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treasures collected on this occasion were to be used im 
the Lord's Sanctuary. Besides as Egy^t and her proud 
king had forfeited all pretensions to Go o^s bounty, by 
an open defiance of His power, we cannot wonder that 
He should deprive them of the riches of which they 
were so utterly unworthy. 

With what joy must the Israelites have seized the 
)ong wished-for opportunity of escaping from such bar- 
barous oppressors! 

Hameses was the chief city in Goshen ; Succoth was 
about twelve miles from it : here the Israelites stopped 
^ review their company. 

The mixed multitude are supposed to have been 
strangers of difierent nations, who lived in Egypt ; and 
^ho, having seen the wonders, which were wrought 
for the deliverance of the Israelites, resolved to accom- 
pany them, with a view to the improvement of their 
own fortune. 

To sanctify f signifies to set apart for holy purposes; 
it was very proper, that the Israehtes should have a re- 
ligious Rite, to call to their remembrance the great 
mercy, of God, in sparing their first-born, when thos« 
of Egypt were destroyed ; and that they should inform 
their sons of this memorable deliverance, and endea- 
vour to excite in their minds love and reverence to- 
wards the great Author of it. In respect to keeping 
the passover, the Jew's have been so far obedient to 
God's command that they have never abolished it; 
nay, those who have lived since the promulgation of 
.Christianity, have been particularly tenacious of this 
Rite; and, believing that the Liedeejner i^ not yet come, 
of whom the Paschal Lamb was a type, they still con- 
,tinue to observe the solemnity, as well as their present 
circumstances will admit of. The manner of their 
keeping it is this. On the sabbath day previous to the 
passoveri the Jews have a sermon preached in their syna 
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gogue on the paschal lamb ; and two days afterwards 
all their furniture must be washed clean ; they search 
their houses that no leavened bread may be found, and 
are extremely scrupulous in making up the unleavened 
bread. Most commonly the master of the house makes 
it ; and if any of it falls to the ground, the dogs and 
cats are not suffered to eat it. It must be kneaded in a 
place where the sun does not shine; and the cake, which 
used formerly to be given to the priests, is burned to ashes. 

They are obliged to sit at a table like persons in 
haste to begin a journey, in memory of their departure 
from Egypt. The master of the family is iurrounded 
by his children and domestics, when some cakes and 
|)art of a lamb are set before them; they are then served 
with a composition of fruits, in. a pie, made in the form 
of a brick, in remembrance of the bricks made by their 
ancestors in Eg3rpt. They afterwards eat bitter herbS/ 
in remembrance of the bitterness of Egyptian bondage ; 
and the shoulder of a lamb being held up in a dish, the 
master of the house repeats the following words : Be- 
hold the bread ofsorrom and oppression, which our Jbre^ 
fathers did once eat in Egypt ; let him that is hungry 
dravo near and eat ; this is the sacrifice of the paschal 
lamW This ceremony being over, a hymn is sung, by all 
the company present; and when they come to that part, 
Mentioning the ten plagues of Egypt, they pour a little 
wine on the ground, wishing that those plagues may be 
far removed from them : then tJiey drink off the wine, 
and finish the hymn. The master of the house then 
washes his hands in clean water, and breaking one of 
the cakes, presents a part of it to each of the guests ; 
this being done, they begin to eat the lamb ; and what 
is left must be burnt ; and the ceremony concludes with 
a glass of wine. 

In this account of the method, in which the. modern 
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Jews celebrate the passover, we may observe a great 
resemblance of the original^ institution ; and when we 
consider in what a wonderful manner the Jews, who 
were formerly a large united body of people, have been 
dispersed, and what obstructions their religion hath met 
with, it is astonishing to think, that they have preserved 
any of their ceremonies. 

The feast of the passover ♦ was calculated to furnish 
an incontestable proof to succeeding generations, that 
such an event, as the deliverance of Israel, had hap- 
pened, because it must have been ordained in the life- 
time of those who had escaped from the Egyptian 
bondage ; for, however their descendants might have 
listened to fabulous tales, they never could have be- 
lieved that they themselves had, from their very infancyi 
observed a ceremony in commemoration of a thing, of 
which they had never before heard ; nor would Mosei 
Jhave been so foolish as to attempt to introduce this rit« 
in remembrance of imaginary transactions, and to ap- 
peal to the knowledge and experience of six hundred 
thousand men, each of whom could have proved him an 
impostor. 

We find, from this section, that the Kves of children 
are in the hand o^ God ; and that he can in an instant 
of time frustrate the ambitious views of those, who 
. think only of the worldly prosperity of their offspring, 
I It should therefore be the tender parent's care, to live a 
life tff piety himself, and to dedicate, from the earliest 
infancy, not only his jir^i born^ but every dear child» 
which is given him, \p the service of God, as Christians 
have blessed the opportunity of doing, in the sacrament 
of baptism, without excluding them from the common 
^^e% of life. 

* Ix8lcj*8 plain and easy Method witb the Jews. 
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SECTION LXVIir, 
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THE ISRAELITES PASS THROUGIf THE RED SEA— 
TUE EGYPTIANS DROWNEIX. 

Trom Exodus i Chap, xiii^ a;?i xiv; 

Anh it came t© pass, when Pharaoh' Had let die peo* 
pie go, that God led them not through the way of the 
land of the Philistines, although that was i^ear; for God 
said, Lest peradventure the people repent when they 
see war, and th«y return to Egypt. 

But G6d led the people about, through the way of 
the wilderness of the Red Sea. And the children of 
Israel went up, harnessed *, out of the land of Egypt. 

And Moses took the bones of Joseph with him : for 
he had straitly sworn the children of Xsra«l,.8aying,God 
will surely visit you, "and ye shall carry up my bones 
away' hence with you. 

' And they took their journey from Succoth,.Rnd en«- 
camped in Etham, in the edge of the wDderness. 

And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar 
of a cloud, to lead them in the way : and by night in a 
pillar of fire^ to give then> light ; to go by day and 
night. 

' He took not away the pillar of the cloud by day, nor 
the pillar of fire by night, from before the people. And 
the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. 

Speak unto the children of Israel that they turn and 
encamp before Pi-hahiroth, between Migdol and the 
sea, over against Baal-zephon: before it shall ye el^ 
eamp by the sea. 

For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, Thjftr 

* Or five in a rank. Margin of the Bible. 
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^re intangled in the hind, the wilderness hath shot 
them in. 

And I will harden Pharaoh's heart, that he shall fol- 
low after them : and I will be honoured upoii Pharaoh, 
and upon all his host; that the Egyptians may know 
that I am the Lord. And they did so. 

And it was told the king of Egypt that the people 
fled : and the heart of Pharaoh and of his servants was 
turned against the people, and they said, Why have wft 
done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us ? 

And he made ready his chariot, and took hts peq)le 
with him. And he took six hundred chosen chariots, 
and all the chariots of Egypt, and captains over every 
one of them. 

And the Lord hardened the heart of Pharaoh, king 
ef Egypt, and be pinvued after the children o£ Israel ; 
and the childrra of Isri^l went out with an high hand. 

But the Eg3rptians pursued after them, (all the horses 
and chariots of Pharaoh, and his horsemen, and bis 
army,) and overtook them encamping by the sea, beside 
Pi-hahiroth> before BaaUze^^en. 

And when Pharaoh drew nigh, the children of Is>ad 
lifted up thdr eyes, and behold the Egyptians marched 
after th^ra ; and tliey were sore afraid ; and the chil- 
dren of Israel cried out unto the Louo, 

And they said unto Moses, Because there were no 
l^raves in Egypt, hast thou taken us away to die in the 
wilderness ; wherefore hast thou dealt thus with us, t* 
carry us forth out of Egypt ? 

Is not this the word that we did tell thee in Egypt, 
saying. Let us alone, that we may serve the Egyptians? 
for it had been better for us to serve the Egyptians, 
than that we should die in. the wilderness* 

And Moses $aid unto the people. Fear ye not, stand 
Btill, and see the salvation of the Lord, which he will 
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shew to you to-day : for the Egyptians whom ye have 
seen to-day, ye shall see them again no more for ever. 

The LoaD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your 
peace. And the Lord said unto Moses; Wherefore 
eriest thou ufito me ? Speak unto the children of Israel, 
that they go forward. 

But lift thou up thy rod,' and stretch out thine hand 
cnrtr the sea, and divide it : and the children of Israel 
i^iall go on dry ground through the nftidst of the sea. 

And I, behold, I will harden the hearts of the Egyp- 
tians, and they shall follow them : and I wiU get me 
honour upon Pharaoh, and upon all his host, upon his 
chariots and upon his horsemen. 

And the Egyptians shall know that I am the Lord, 
when I have gotten roe honour upon Pharaoh, and upon 
his chariots, and upon his horsemen. 
. And the Angel of God which went before the camp 
of Israel, removed and went behind them, and the piU 
lar of the cloud went from before their face, and stood 
behind them. 

And it came between the camp* of the Egyptians 
aad the camp of Israel ; andit>war a cloud and dark- 
ness to- them, but it gave light by night to these ; so 
that the one came not near the other all the night. 

And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea : and 
the XiOttD caused the sea to go back by a strong east- 
wind all:tbtttni^ht> and made the sfta^ dry- land, and the 
waters were divided. 

And the children of Israel went into the midst of the 
sea upon the dry ground : smd the waters were a wall 
unto them on their right hand and on their \e£t. 

And the Egyptians pursued, and went in after them 
to the mkbt gf the sea, even all Pharaoh's horses, 1^ 
chariots, and his horsemen. 

• And it cmm to pass th^t in .the. mor^^-watoh Jth^ 

Q 5 Lord 
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%okj> looked unto the host of the Egyptians through 
^he pillar of fire and of the cloud, and troubled the host 
of the Egyptians, and took off their chariot wheels, 
that they drave them heavily ; so that the Egyptians 
said, Let us flee from the fiice of Israel; for the'LoBO 
fighteth for them against the Egyptians. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Stretch out thine 
hand over the sea» that the waters may come again up« 
*on the Egyptians, upon their chariots, and up<m thdr 
horsemen. 

And Moses stretched forth his hand over the sea ; 

and the sea returned to his strength, when the morning 

* appeared : and the Egyptians fled against it : and the 

Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

And the waters returned and covered the chai^ots, 

^ and the horsemen, and all the host of Pharaoh that 

'"c^meinto the sea aft^ them: there remained nat so 

' much as one of them. 

But the children of Israel walked upon dry land in 
the midst of the sea : and the watei% were a watt unto 
them on their right hand and on their left. 

Thus the Lord saved Israel that day out of the hand 
of the Egyptians : and Israel saw the Egyptians dtM 
upon the sea*shore. 

And Israel saw that great work which the Lord did 
upon the Egyptians : and the people feared the Loanti 
' and believed the I#0RD, 'and his servai^t Moses* 



ANNOTATIONS and RBPLECTIONS. 

Had the Israelites been left to follow the ^ctaias 
#f their owip^ minds, in all probalnlity they would 
have taken the nearest way to the land it Canaan ; hut 
they wera very unfit £ir war, as they wart easily inti- 

nidateit 



midateif having had thdr spirits kept in su^jeetioi^l^ 
severe bondage ; they were tlierefore utterly unqualified 
to encounter such formidable enemies as the PhihWne^ 
who would naturally oppose the passage of such a nu- 
merous body of men through their land. Besides^ the 
Israelites were apt to murmur and repine at every dis* 
appointment^ and it is Hkely tl^ey would have revolted^ 
and joined themselves to other nations, if they had per- 
ceived a prospect of present advantage. It certainly 
was the gracious intention of Gop, not only to bless 
them, but to teach them how they might pay him ac- 
ceptable service : and for this purpose also he led them 
about through tlie wilderness, that in such a retirement 
they might without interruption receive and learn those 
laws his wisdom should ordain for them ; and by de- 
greet, be entirely weaned from idolatrous practices so 
abominable in his sight :. which there is reason to sup* 
pose many of them w.ere addicted to, and. would most, 
likely have retained in the promised land. 

We find that the Israelites jmarched out of Egypt m' 
regular ordev ^^ <;bat! M^^ did.npt forget to tajce 
tl^e bones of Josef^ with him :: tjiese circumstances 
prove that the people ^i^^ejl perfect tranquillity of 
mind, and had no dread of the enemy at that time. 

ThepiUar qf^fire^ which went before the Israel ites^. 
wi|8 a token j^t j^e Loiu> Gqp w^s^prie^ent wi^li them: 
Iff its.jpppai^jwjiB^we ^cgn^fonnyno^itipp,^ for without 
doubt it was very different from that of common fire, 
or any other object in nature : one very astonishing par- 
ticular fittfm^d tt^^^ich^as, Jt^ftt |t fN^ qn^ different 
forms at the same time, affording light to one people, 
and <;asting darkness on. another. ^ To the Israelites it 
served QOt only, as a guide in their journey ings, but as 

defence urom the assaults of their enemies : it covered 
. ..<^ , , <lS them^ 
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them from the heat of the sun in the wilderness, where 
tliere were but few trees to shelter them ; it also served 
As a standing oracle, to which they might on nil occa- 
sions resort and know the Divine will. This cloud 
may properly be called the vehicle of the Lord God, 
the place of his majestic presence. 

Had not God condescended to give a visible token 
of His presence, the Israelites would scarcely have had 
courage to leave Etham, and follow Moses ; for they 
were ordered to encamp in a place which was so situ- 
ated, as to furnish no means of escape from utter de- 
struction, but by the miraculous interposition of their 
heavenly leader. On one side of them a range of 
craggy rocks, on the other (as is supposed) forts and 
garrisons of the Egyptians : befofe them the sea ; be- 
hind them the host of their enemies ; at whose appear- 
ance, in all probability, they had been used to tremble ; 
who had humbled their very souls by their barbarous 
treatment, and whose coipmands it was death to dis- 
pute : they were strangers to the arts of war, unskilled 
to wield the sword, to draw the bow, or throw the spear 
and lance ; nor could they climb the lofty rocks, and 
hide themselves from the impending dangers ; neither 
were they furnished with vessels to carry them across 
the sea in search of a^place of refuge or retreat. 

The Lord knew * that Pharaoh had not given the 
Israelites leave to depart in obedience to His commands, 
but merely from budden dread of Divine vengeance, 
and that both he and his people would repent and pur- 
sue after them : the Lord therefore removed His terror 
from the minds of Pharaoh and his people, and led them 
at liberty to follow tlie dictates of their own obdurate 
kearts ; in consequence of which, while they were yet 

• Wiidom xlx. 1, ?• 
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Alotiming and making lamentation at the graves of the 
deady they committed another act, which discovered 
minds void of judgment, for hearing that, instead of 
returning, the Israelites continued Uieir journey, thqr 
pursued those as fugitives whom they had just before 
entreated to be gone *. 

To a set of unarmed men, the sight of such a formi- 
dable host must have been very dreadful, but after the 
numetous instances of the power and goodness of the 
Lord, which they had so recently witnessed, the Israel- 
ites had sufficient foundation to hope that they should 
be effectually delivered from their enemies, and there- 
fore it was sinful in them to throw aside their confi- 
dence, even while the Lord was visibly among them ; 
but considering them as the posterity of His faidiful 
Servants, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and in remem* 
brance of His covenant, the Lord pardoned their weak- 
ness, and animated their iaith by fresh promises. Their 
situation was such, that they could do nothing for 
themselves: all that God required was, that tliey should 
remain quiet, and only observe in what manner He 
would effect their deliverance. 

« 

Whoever has viewed the sea, may easily recollect 
with what magnificence and strength its waves follow 
each other ; their ordinary force cannot be resisted by 
the most powerful army ; how wonderful must it than 
have been to see them dividing and standing still on 
heaps at the lifting up of the rod of God, which Moses 
held in his hand ! 

The Angel of the Lord undoubtedly was the same 
Almighty Being who had been to mankind firom the 
creation, the Visible iMAOk of the ohly true God* 

It is said, that the pillar of the cloud gave light te 
the Israelites, but cast darkness upon the Egyptians^ 

* Wisdom xix. S% 
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from whence w« may infer, tbat Ibe latter had adlvanoai 
kito die tea, before thej imew any thing of the nirede 
that had been^ wrought. How great then must bare 
been their oonstemation, when the idory oi the Loan^ 
beamed forth and discovered to them the dai^ger of Uieic 
situation; mountainous wayes standing on heaps col* 
lected together by that omnipotent Being whom tbqr 
had so repeated^ ofiended, and ready to fidl on their 
jM-esumptuous heads! A sudden coiiviclio& irf the powes 
of the LoBD, and of their own weakness* sei^iBg i^on 
th^ir ^iritSy and impdling them to flee from the on* 
armed people they wore the instant befoce with foU 
oonfidence of victory pursuing ! It is likely that in this 
confusion the Egyptians drove against each other,' and 
by this means broke their chariot whedb. At length 
the Divine c om ma nd was given ; Moses again lifted i^ 
ills rod, and the &te of those who had so long Of^[iosed 
the will of the Sovereigk or the vmiveuse was in 
an instant determinedw Well might the Israelites &ar 
the Lord, and believe his DuthAil minister I 

From the wonderful history of Pharaoh and the Egyp* 
tians, we learn that the Lord God« is undoubtedly the 
Lord and Governor of all things; for every part of 
nature is subservient to His will, and He can sJter ex^ 
dispose of it according to His pleasure. Pharaoh him* 
self could not have maintained a contest with the Lord 
God for a moment, ha4not his- Almighty antagonist 
armed him with strength to endure His vengeance for 
Ae purpose of proving His own omnipotent power. 

We idso learn from this portion of Sacred History, 
how displeasing m the sight of God ex^pride^ cruelty^ 
and impitty : let us then be thankful to the Lord for 
His goodness, and never make an improper use of His 
gifts, lest we provdie Him. to turn them into curses;, 
and let us carefully guard our minds against the f i;st 

temptatioiS' 
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fempUHioiis ' t& freiumptu&ui unf bjr Mtertaiiiiag aa, 
humble opimoo of ourtdret, not omitting to pray to 
lGro9 to give us bit grace^ that we may not fall into 
bardnew of heart, or contempt of His holy will and 
commandiaentt. 

From this part of the History of the Israek'biy wt 
may infer, that there is no situation in life, so distress* 
sag, but thai God is abl6 to deliver us from it. Wo 
must not indeed esipect Him to perform miracles in 
our favour, by changing the course of nature, because 
miracles have ceased since the full establishment of 
€hriiBtianity : but if we read the history of different na^ 
tions, and observe what passes in the world around us, 
we may find that Divine Providence frequently inter, 
poses in a wonderful manner, to relieve the distresses, 
and soften the afflictions of those who trust in Gon. 
We should therefore pray to Goo for protection, use 
the means He has fhmished us with for our support, 
imd when dangers threatened, or misfortunes be&l us, 
we should then subnut to his dispensations with patient 
resignation, and humble, hope of delivet^ance, through 
bis infinite mercy and goodness* 



SECTION LXIX. 

THE SOKG 9F MOSES. 

Prom ExodiUy Chap. xv. 

I'liEK sang Moses and the children of Israel this 
song unto th^LoRD, and spake, saying, I will.sing unto 
the Lord : for he hath triumphed gloriously i the horse 
and his rider hath he thrown into the sea. 
^ The Lord is my strength and song, and he is be-, 
come my salvation ; He is «9y God, and I will prepare 

him 
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hhn an habitation : my fkther's God, and I will exalt 
him. 

The Lord * is Uke a ti^an of war: the LoRBy is hk 
name. Pharaoh's chariots and his host hath he cast 
into the sea : his chosen captains also are drowned m 
the Red sea. 

The depths have covered them, they sank into the 
bottom as a stone. Thy right-hand, O Lord, is become 
glorious in power: thy right-hand, O Lord, hath 
dashed in pieces the enemy. 

And in the greatness of thine eitcellency thou hast 
overthrown them that rose up against thee: thou 
sentest forth thy wrath, which consumed them as 
stubble. 

And with the blast of thy nostrils the waters wert 
gathered together: the floods stood upright as an heap, 
and the depths were congealed in the heart of the sea. 

The enemy said, I will pursue, I will overtake, I will 
divide the spoil: my lust shall be satisfied upon them : 
I will draw my sword, my hand shall destroy them. 

Thou didst blow with thy wind ; the sea covered 
them : they sank as lead in the mighty waters. 

Who is like unto thee, O Lord, amongst the gods? 
Who is like thee, glorious in holiness, fearful in praises, 
doing wonders ! 

Thou stretchedst out thy right-hand, the earth swal* 
lowed them. Thou in thy mercy hast led forth the 
people which thou hast redeemed :■ thou hast guided 
them in thy strength unto thy holy habitation. 

The people shall hear, and be afraid : sorrow shall 
take hold of the inhabitants of Palestina. 

Then the dukes of Edom shall be amazed: the mighty 
men of Moab, trembling shall take hold upon them : 
all the inhabitants of Canaan shalt melt away. 

• Wi«Uom xviu. 15. 
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Fear ^nd dread sha^J 'aW «pon tliem : by the great- 
ness of thine arm they, shall be as still as a stone : till 
thy people pass over, O Loud, till thy people pass over, 
which thou hast purchased. 

Thou shalt bring them in and plant them in the 
mountain of thine inheritance; in the place, O LouDf 
which thou hast made for thee to dwell in ; in the sanc- 
tuary, O Lord, which thy hands have established. 

The Lord shall reign for ever and ever. 

For the horse of Pharaoh went in with his chariotsy 
and with his horsemen into the sea, and the Loh» 
brought again the waters of the sea upon them : but 
the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of 
the sea. 

And Miriam the prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took 
a timbrel in her hand : and all the women went out 
after her with timbrels and with dances. 

And Miriam answered them. Sing ye to the Lord ; 
for He hath triumphed gloriously ; the horse and his 
rider hath he thrown into the sea. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

This Divine song was so admirably adapted to tho 
occasion, that it is needless to write a comment on it; 
it conveys a most lively idea of the sense which Moses 
entertained of the wonderful deliverance of the Israel- 
ites. Some parts of it are prophetical, and foretold the 
subsequent* conquests of God*s people. We find from 
this passage of Scripture, that singing of Psalms, or 
devotional songs, was a very ancient custom; and when 
performed with seriousness and solemnity, it is cer« 
tainly extremely edifying, for it elevates the thoughts 
to heaven. 

Miriam is supposed to have repeated the whole of 
Moses* song in concert with the women. 

SECTION 
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SECTION LXX. 

TRE ISRAELITES^ MUIlMUH AGAINST MOSES.- 

So Moses brought Israerfrom the Eed Sea, and \\\tj. 
went out into the wilderness of Shur ^. and they went 
three days in tlie wilderness and found no water. 

And when. they came to Marah, they could net drink 
of Hie waters of Marah;. for they were bitter: there* 
fore the name of ii was called Marah. 

And the people murmured against Moses, sayiog, 
What shall we drink ^ 

And he cried unto the Lord: and the Lord shewed 
bim a tree which whea be bad east into the waters, the 
waters werfi made sweet : there be made for them a 
statute and an ordinance^ and there he proved then. 

And said, If thou wilt diligently hearken to the voice 
of the Lord thy God, and wilt do that which is right 
in his sight;, and wilt giveeac to his commandments, 
and keep all his statutes ; I will put none of these dis- 
eases upon theev-whicb^I have brought upon' the Egyp- 
tians: for I am tl\eLoaD that healeth thee. And they 
came to £lim, where were twelve wells of water, and 
threescore and ten pahu tre^s l and they encamped 
there by the waters. 

And they took: their journey fnom Elim; and all the 
congregation of tJie children of Israel came unto the 
wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, or 
Uie fifleenth day of the second month, after their de* 
parting out of the lai>d of Egypt. . 

And the whole congregation of the children of Israel 
murmured against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 
,. And the children of Israel said uiito them. Would to 
tJoo we had died by the hand of the Loju> in the land 

" ' * : ■ o£ 
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of Egypt, when we sat by the flesh-pots, and when we 
Sid eat bread to the full : foi* ye hath brought us fortU 
into this wilderness, to kill this whole assembly with 
hunger. 

Then said the Lord unto Moses, Behold, I will rain 
bread from heaven for you ; and and people shall go 
out, and gather a certain i%te every day, that I may 
prove them, whether they will walk ia my law, or no. 

And it shall come to pass that on the sixth day, they 
shall prepare that which they bring in ; and it shall be 
twice as much as they gather daily. 

And Moses and Aaron said unto all the children of 
Israel, At even, then ye shall know that the Lord hath 
brought you out from the land of £gypt. 

And in the morning, then shall ye see the glory of tlia 
LoHD : for that he hearcth your murmurings against 
the Lord : and what are we, Uiat ye murmur against ui» 

And Moses said. This shall be, when the Lord shall 
give you in the evening flesh to eat, and in the morn- 
ing bread to the full, for that the Lord heareth your 
murmurings which ye murmur against him : And what 
are we? your murmurings are not against us, but 
against the Lord. 

And Moses spake unto Aaron, Say unto all the con- 
gregation of the children of Israel, Come near before^ 
tlie Lord : for he hath beard your murmurings. 

And it came to pass as Aaron spake unto the whole 
congregation of tlie children of Israel, that they looked 
toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of th^ 
Lord appeared in the cloud. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying, I have 
heard the murmurings of the children of Israel ; speak 
unto tliem, saying. At even ye shall eat flesh, and i^ 
the morning ye shall be filled with bread ; and ye shaH 
know that I am the Lord your Gob. 

Aal 
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And it came to pass, that at eren the quail? came 
up, and covered the cartip ; and in the morning the 
dew lay round about the host. 

And when the dew that lay was gone up, behold 
upon the face of the wildei-ness there lay a small round 
thing, as small as the hoar frost on the ground. 

And when the children of Israel saw it, they said 
one to another, what is this * ? for they wist not what 
it was. And Moses said unto them, This is the bread 
which the Lord hath given you to eut. 

This is the thing which the Loud hath commanded, 
Gather of it every man according to his eating ; an 
omer for every man, according to the number of your 
persons ; take ye every man for them which are in hit 
tents. 

And the children of Israel did so, and gathered some 
iMre, acme less. 

And when they did mete it with an omer, he that 
gathered much, had nothing over, and he that gathered 
Iktle had no lack : they gathered every man according 
to his eating. 

And Moses said, Let no man leave of it till the 
morning. 

Notwithstandmg they hearkened not unto Moses; 
but some of them left of it, until the morning, and it 
bred worms and stank: and Moses was wroth with them. 

And they gathered it every morning, every man ac- 
cording to his eating ; and when the sun waxed hot, it 
melted. 

And it came to pass that on the sixth day they gather- 
ed twice as much bread, two omers for one man : and J 
til the rulers of the congregation came and told Moses. 

And he said unto them, This is that which the Lord 
bath said. To-morrow is the rest of the holy Sabbath 

* Marginal translation. 
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unto the Lord ; bake that which je wiU bake to d^y, 
and seethe that ye will seethe ; and that which remain* 
eth over, lay up for you to be kept until the morning. 

And they laid it up till the morning, as Moses bade : 
and it did not stinky neither was there any worm 
therein. 

And Moses said, Eat that to-day ; for to-day is a 
sabbath unto the Lord : to-day ye shall not find it in 
the field. 

Six days ye shall gather it, but on the seventh day, 
which is the sabbath, in it there shall be none. 

And it^came to pass, that there went out some of the 
people on the seventh day for to gather, and they found 
none. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, How long refuse ye 
to keep my commandments and my laws ? 

See, for that the Loud hath given you the sabbath, 
therefore he giveth you on the sixth day the bread of 
two days ; abide ye every man in his place, let no man 
go out of his place on the seventh day. 

So the people rested oii the seventh day. 

And the house of Israel called the name thereof 
'Manna: and it was like coriander seed, white, and the 
^aste of it was like wafers made with honey. 

And Moses said, This is the thing which the Lord 
xommandeth, Fill an omer ofit to be kept for your gene- 
rations ; that they may see the bread wherewith I have 
fed you in the wilderness, when I brought you forth 
tfrom the land of Egypt. 

And Moses said unto Aaron, Take a pot, and put an 
•omer full of manna therein, and lay it up before the 
Lord, to b« kept for your generations. 

A« the Lord commanded Moses, so Aaron laid it up 
before the testimony, to be kept. 

And tlie children of Israel did eat manna forty 

year», 
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years, until they came to a land inhabited : thejdid 
eat manna until they came unto the borders of the landi 
of Canaan. 

'Sow an omer is the tenth part of an ephah. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

The apostle Su Paul teaches us to regard the passage 
through the Red Sea as a baptism *• God, of his owu 
^^'ve mefc^fOpentd a way for the Israelites to escape from 
Egyptian bondage; and re^ceived the whole nation under 
His protection, as His peculiar people. By entering into 
the sea, each individual expressed his faith in the Di* 
vine promises. The Lord went before them, to guide 
them to the land of Canaan. They willingly followed 
His guidance. From henceforth each person was an In- 
rolled member of the Lord's congregation or church, 
His adopted son, and an inheritor, or heir to the Land 
of Promise. 

The time was not yet come, at which the Lord pro- 
posed to destroy all the idolatrous nations, and settle His 
own people in their stead ; besides the Israelites had con- 
tracted many bad habits in Egypt, and their faith in 
Gqd was very imperfect. He therefore saw fit to ex« 
po^e them to a variety of trials, partly to improve their 
minds, and mend their hearts ; and partly, to shew to 
thq world the method of His Providence towards those 
whom He acknowledges as his people. 

Soon did the Israelites forget the mercy of ihe Lord, 
in preserving them from the plagues of Egypt, and de. 
livering them from bondage ! On* the very first disap- 
pointment, they began to murmur against Moses, ia- 
«taad of praying to the Lord to send them reliet. It 

. • i Cor. X. t. 
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18 nkcly that they began to think God was going to 
,'bYing a succession of plagues tipon them, as he had done 
upon Egypt. To remove their apprehensions, the 
Lord immediately made the bjtter water .sweet, and 
commissioned Moses to give them a statute and an or^ 
dinance; by the observance of which they mighty 
through His infinite mercy, secure to themselves indivi- 
dually the favour and protection which He had freely 
granted them as a nation. This law required btithjaith 
and obedience. 

Ancient historians assert, that there are several foun< 
tains of bitter water near the Red Sea ; possibly t^at at 
Marah was one of*them. The author of the book Ec- 
clesiastlcus seems to be of opinion, that there was a 
natural virtue in the wood of the tree, which Moses 
cast into the fountain, to correct the bitterness * ; and 
that God graciously pointed out this medicine, to make 
its valuable property known to the world. Others sup- 
pose, that both the bitterness and the correcting of it 
■are to be ascribed to the immediate power of God, who 
used the wood as a sign^ rather than an instruments how- 
ever this was, the goodness of the Lord was equally dis- 
played to the Israelites. 

What a pleasing recess must Elim appear, after the 
turbulent scenes the people had lately passed ! Here 
they had an opportunity of resting themselves, and 
leisure to .meditate on the wonderful goodness of the 
Lord; bat their all-wi^ Conductor knew, that con- 
tinued prosperity would corrupt their minds ; and it 
^as proper to put thdr faith and obedience to the 
test. How imperfect did these prove on trial ! The 
people saw themselves in a wild barren waste, where 
they thought they had no other chance but to perish 

§ 
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with hunger; iq&tead of trusting to the Lord for their 
relief, they murmured against Moses and Aaron, and 
foolishly wished to return again to the bondage, from 
which they had been so lately delivered. To convince 
them, that He was actually present among them, tbe 
Lord promised to give them a view of His Glory. 
What must have been their confusion, when it beamed 
forth upon them. Well might they exclaim, when 
they saw the Manna, JVhat is this f Who could have 
expected that bread would fall like rain, from heaven ; 
or that a number of fowls, sufficient to feed so great a 
multitude, would suddenly come to hand ? In what a 
variety of ways can the Ahnighty display liis power and 
goodness ! 

In the middle of April (which was the time of tht 
IsraeHtes encamping in the wilderness) quaiis^are known 
to % out of Egypt across the Red Sea in great num- 
bers : the miracle consisted in God's directing them to 
the camp, at the very time He promised to send them. 

The author of the Book of Wisdom describes manna, 
as " able to content every man's delight, agreeing to every 
iaste *.'* The Lord sent manna from day to day, to 
make the Israelites sensible of their dependence on Him 
for their daily support. The withholding it on the sab- 
bath-day served to keep in mind that it actually cams 
from him, and that they were required to keep that day 
holy. It was a very astonishing circumstance, as it was 
of so corruptible a nature, that a portion of the manna 
should be miraculously preserved for so many years. 
This seems to be the first time that the rest on the 
seventh day was solemnly appointed to the Israelites as 
a people. In the family of Abraham, we may presuine 
the renaembrance of tl^day in which God ceased from 

•♦ Wisdom xvi. 20, 21. 
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the varies of Creation wat preserved ; but during tbeir 
liard servitude of Egypt, it is likely they were not al» 
lowed opportunity. of resting frpm their . labour, their 
ckliverance therefore furnished an additional reason for 
lieepiBgit* . 

' To an attentive observer, great rescmUa^ce. will ap- 
pear between the ways of God towards the Israelites as 
His people^ .«nd towards Christians in the same view» 
The .present section aibrds a lively representation of 
Crop's goodness to the latter in passing over the offences 
proceeding from the nalRiral corruption of their nature; 
forgiving the stns they had oommitted before He called 
them ; opening a way to a heaveixly Canaan by means 
«f baptism ; requiring, faith and obedience on their part 
toying them with alternate adversity and prosperity; 
shewing His glory ^mong them ; supplying their tem« 
poral neoessitiesi &c. 

It is impossible to read an account of the Israphtet 
murmurings and forgetfhlness of the Pivine mei^cy^ 
without condemning them. — But while reason leads 
us to pass this'Gondemnationy let it awaken consci^ictt 
te an examination of our own hearts, and if we &kl» 
there fmy prq>ensity to return to the bondage qfdn^U/t 
MB think of what God has done for us — Let us gather 
vp the bread that He has given us from heaven ; even 
the comforts and blessings which flow from our Sa« 
v(iourr-*aBd let us keep the Lobd's Sabbaths with reli« 
fio^8 veneration* 

SECTION LXXI. 

WATER VROM THE ROCK — THE DEFEAT OV THE 

AMALEKITES. 

When the congregation of Israel removed from Sinf 

ithey pitched theur tents in a place ctdled Rephidim; 
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1i«re they were ^stressed for want of water, on whidi 
lears arose that they should perish with thirst, and 
they began again to murmur again Moses. He en- 
deavoured to persuade them to wait with patience to 
see what the Lord would do for them, but his Temon>- 
stranceswere vain, and at length the people became M 
outrageous, that they were almost ready to stone Moses ; 
on which h^ had recourse to the Lord, who wrought 
an astonishing miracle for their relief. God informed 
Moses that He would jBtand before him (or cause tlie 
cloudy pillar to rest) in a certain part of mount Horeb, 
where there was a rock ; this rock the Lord com- 
manded Moses to strike ; Moses did so in the sight of 
the elders of Israel, on which the flinty stone imme- 
diately gushed out with water, which afforded the 
people a supply, not only during their stay at Rqibi- 
dim, but in their other encampments afterwards. 

This water furnished salutary refreshment to the 
bodies of the Israelites, hut there was a spiritual rock 
which followed them that flowed in streams of mercy, 
yielding comfort and refreshment to their souls*: this 
rock was Ch rist, the Lord Himself, the same Divine 
Being who is to Christians the rock of their salvation, 
Moses named the place where this miracle was per- 
formed, Massah and Meribah^ which signifies, chiding 
and temptation^ because the people murmured against 
him, and tempted the Lord to bring evil upon them- 
selves, by requiring a sensible proof of His Divine pre* 
sence among them^ of which they had had such repeated \ 
proofs. 

While the Israelites continued at Rephidim, the Ama- 
lekites, a people descended from Amalek, the son of 
£liphez, one of the sons of Esau, came out agaiast themt 

• iCor.x.4. 
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upon which Moses directed Joshua, a valiant joung miuif 
to draw out a party of the choicest men in the camp^ 
and go out to meet thera ; promising at the same tima 
that he would stand on the top of the rock with the rod 
of Goo in his hand, during the engagement. Joshua 
obeyed, and Moses witli Aaron agd Hur ascended the 
mount : in this conspicuous situation Moses appeared 
as the Minister of the Lord, and to show that victory 
depended entirely on the Divine will, whenever he held 
up his rod, Israel prevailed ; but when he let it down 
Amalek prevailed : at length the strength of Moses be«* 
ing exhausted by standing in one posture, he sat down 
on a stone, and Aaron and Hur supported his hands, till 
the going down of the sun> at which time Joshua gained 
ii aompiete victory over the Amalekites. It is sup« 
posed ikat the Israelites furnished themselves with 
owords as well as with abundance of other spoils, when 
the bodies of the Egyptians, who were overthrown ia 
tht Red Sea, were cast on shore. 

After the. battle was over, Moses was commanded to 
write it for a memorial in a book, and rehearse it in 
the ears of all die people, that God would utterly put 
out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven, 
and that he had sworn to have war with the Amale* 
kites, from generation to generation ; because, on tliis 
occasion, they had die presumpdon to lift up their 
hands against the throne of the Lord (that is against 
God himself ), and the Lord- knew that future gene« 
rations of the Amalekites would do the same. 

It certainly was a very inhuman acdon in this people 
to attack the Israelites, if they supposed them to be 
defenceless ; but as they were themselves descendants 
of Esau, it is most likely they knew God had pre- 
ordained to put the race of Jacob in possession of the 
land of Canaan ; and that trusdn^ in the aid of falso 

»2 gods, 
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gocby the Amalekites came ^ut against the Inraelitet 
inth the hope of frustrating the designs of the Lorix. 
Moses named the place where this victory was ob« 
UBined, J^aovAH Nissi, that is, the Lord is my ban- 



The defeat of the Amalekites opened a way for tha 
Jbra^ites to mount Sinai *, where God first appeared 
to Moses in the burning bush^ and not far from tht 
place where Jethro hia father-in-law dwelt; who,haifing 
Heard o£ the wonderful things which had been done 
fbr hira and the people he conducted^ took his daughter 
Zipporahy Moses' wife, and her two sons, Gershom 
and Eliezer, and brought them to the IsraeHtish 
earnp. This meeting gave great joy to all parties. 
Moses related what wonderful things had been effected 
by the power of the Loud; and Jethro, .who wm a 
devout man, offered up praises to God, saying, *i Bless- 
td be the Lord, who hath delivered you out of the 
hand of the Egyptians, and oiit of the hand of I^- 
raoh ; who hath delivered the people from under the 
hand of the Bg3rptians. Now I know that the Lord 
h greater than all gods: for in the thing wherein they 
dealt proudly, he was above them f • Jethro also joined 
with Moses, and the elder* of Israel, in o£Bsring sacri- 
fiiees, and iil such other holy rejoicings, as their circum* 
atances suggested. 

While jHhro continued in the camp, he ^ibserved that 
Moses had a great weight a£ bUsiness^ upon his hands, 
in hearing cotnplaints, and determining diilferenoes, the 
people being so numerous; he therefore advised him 
to appoint a number of inferior officers, men of ab^ty^ 
such as fbared God, adhered to truth, and hated covet- 
ottsaess, to be rulenS, some over thousands, some over 

* Horeb and Sinai were two summits of the same mountain, 
t iUod. xvilL 10^ 11* 
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' hundreds, some over fifties, and some over tens, witK 
proper authority to hear and determine all common 
affairs, reserving all difficult cases and high concerns for . 
his own decision. ' Moses followed this advice, and as 
soon as Jethro saw his plan put in execution, he took 
leave, of his son-in-law, and departed into his ow» 
country. Jethro shewed himself to be, not only a good, 
but a wise man ; for the directions he gave to Moses, 
furnish excellent hints for the choice of magistrates, 
and officers of justice in general. 

SECTION LXXn. 

THE LAW GIVEN BY GOD FROM MOUNT SINAI — -MOSEd 
ASCENDS THE MOUNTAIN — BOUNDS PRESCRIBED TO 
THE PEOPLE. 

From ExoduSy Chap, xix. and.xx. 

In the third month, when the children of Israd wetm 
gone forth out of the land of Egypt, the same day 
came they into the wilderness of Sinai. 

For they were departed from Rephidim, and were 
come to the desart of Sinai, and had pitched in the 
wilderness ; and there Israel camped before the mount. 

And Moses went up unto God> and th€^ Lord called 
unto him out of the mountain, saying. Thus shalt thou 
say to the house of Jacob, and tell the children of Is- 
rael ; Ye have seen what I did unto the Eg3^tians, and 
how I bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto'^.^ 
myself. 

Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and 
keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me, above a]l people : for all the earth is mine. 

And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and 
an holy nation. These are the words which thou sha^ 
speak unto the children of Israel. 

b3 And 
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And Moses came and called for the elders of tlis 
people, and laid before their faces all these words which 
the Lord commanded him. 

And all the people answered together, and said, AH 
that the Lord hath spoken, we will do. And Moset 
returned the words of the people unto the Lord. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Lo, I come unto thee 
in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak 
with thae, and believe thee for ever. And Moses told 
tlie words of the people unto the Lord. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go unto the peopl# 
and sanctify them to-day and to-morrow, and let them 
wash their clothes, and be ready against the third day: 
for the third day the Lord will come down in the sight 
•f all the people upon mount Sinai. 

And thou shalt set bounds unto the people round 
about, saying, Take heed to yourselves, that ye go not 
up into the mount, or touch the border of it : whosoever 
toucheth the mount, shall be surely put to death : There 
shall not a hand touch it, but he shall surclv be 
stoned or shot through : whether it be beast or man, it 
shall not live : when the trumpet soundeth long, they 
shall come up to the mount. 

And Moses went down from the mount unto tho^ 
people, and sanctified the people; and they washed their 
clothes. And he said unto the people. Be ready against 
the third day. 

And it came to pass, on the tlurd day, in the raorning, 
tliat there were thunders and lightnings, and a thick 
doud upon the mount, and the voice of the trumpet 
exceeding loud ; so that all the people that was in the 
camp, trembled. 

And Moses brought forth the people out of the camp 
to meet with Gop, and they stood at the nether part of 
the mount. 

AwA 
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And mottAt Sinai was altogether on a smoke, becaust 
^e Lord descended upon it in fire, with thousands of 
h\» angels * i and the smoke thereof ascended as the 
smoke of a furnace, and the whole mount quaked 
greatly. 

And when the voice of the trumpet sounded long^ 
and waxed louder and louder, Moses spake, and Goo 
answered him by a voice. 

And the Lord came down upon mount Sinai, on the 
top of the mount; and the Loan called Moses up to. 
the top of the mount, and Moses went up* 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Go down, chargt 
the people, lest they break through unto the Lord to 
gaze, and many of them perish. And let the priests 
also which come near to the Lord, sanctify themselves, 
lest the Lord break forth upon them. 

And Moses said unto the Lord, The people cannot 
come up to mount Sinai : for thou chargest us, saying. 
Set bounds about the mount, and sanctify it. 

And the Lord said unto him. Away,, get thee down* 
and thou shalt come up, thou and Aaron with thee, 
but let not the priests 'and the people break through, 
to come up unto the Lord, lest he break forth upon 
them. 

So Moses went down unto the peopk, and spake 
unto them. 

And God spake all these words, saying, 

I am the Lord thy God, which have brought thee 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage; 

Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 

Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or 
any likeness of any thing that is in heaven above, ox 

• Psalm Ixviii 17. 
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^at^is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
'under the ekrth. 

Thou shalt not bow down thyself to them, nor serv^ 
them: for I the Lord thy God am a jealous GoD, vi-' 
siting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unt6 
the tliird and fourth generations of them that hate me: r 
and shewing mercy unto thousands of tliem that love 
me, and keep my commandments. 

Thou shalt not take the name of the Lord thy God 
in vain : for the Lor d will not hold him guiltless that 
taketh his' name in vain. 

Remember the Sabbath-day, to keep it holy. Six 
^ays shalt thou labour, and do all thy work. But the 
seventh day is the Sabbath of the Lord thy God : in 
it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor 
thy daughter, ihy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, 
nor thy cattle, nor the stranger that is within thy gates: 
for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the 
sea and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day: 
wherefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hal- 
lowed it. 

Honour thy father and thy mother: that thy days 
may be long in the land which the Lord thy Gob 
giveth thee. 

Thou shalt not kill. 

Thou shalt not commit adultery. 

Thou shalt not steal. 

Thou shalt not bear false witness against thy neigh- 
bour. 

Thou shalt not covet thy neighbour's house, thou 
shalt not covet thy neighbour's wife, nor his man-ser- • 

vant, nor his maid-servant, nor his ox, nor his ass, nor 
any thing that is thy neighbour's. 

And all the people saw the thunderings, and the 
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lightnings, and heard the noise of the trumpet^ and be- 
held the mountain smoking : and when the people savr 
it, they removed, and stood afar off. 

And they said unto Moses, Speak thou with us, and 
we will hear : but let not God speak with us, lest we 
die. 

And Moses said unto the people. Fear not ; for God 
is come to prove you, and that his fear may be before 
your faces, that ye sin not* 

And the people stood afar off, and Moses drew near 
unto the thick darkness where God was. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Thus thou shalt say. 
unto the children of Israel, Ye have seen that I have 
talked with you from heaven. 

Ye shall not make with me gods of silver, neither 
shall you make unto you gods of gold. 

Behold, I send an angel before thee to keep thee in 
the way, and to bring thee into the place which I have 
prepared. 

Beware of him, and obey his voice, provoke him not; 
for he will not pardon your transgressions; for my 
name is in him. 

But if thou shalt indeed obey his voice, and do all 
tliat I speak ; then I will be an enemy unto thine/ene* 
mies, and an adversary unto thine adversaries. 

For mine angel shall go before thee, and bring thee 
in unto the Amorites, and the Hittites, and the Periz« ' 
antes, and the Canaanites, the Hivites, and the Jebu* 
sites : and I will cut them off. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

What a wonderful event is here recorded; it is im» 
possible surely to. read it> without being filled with the 
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utmost reverence and veneration. It happened exactlj 
three months after the departure of the Israelites out of 

Egypt. 

The Lord was now going to renew his -coyenant 
with the people whom He had sa'oed and redeemed out 
of the land of Eg3rpt. He designed to bestow great 
honours and privileges upon them ; but expected that 
they should comply with certain conditions, which he 
required on their part. The advantages which, in his 
message by Moses, God proposed to the Israelites, were 
astonishingly great. To be the peculiar treasure of that 
Almighty Being, who is the proprietor of the whole 
universe, A kingdom fyfpriestSf or a kingly priesthood, 
authorised to offer up sacrifices acceptable to God ; and 
to be an holi/ nation sanctified by the visible presence of 
the Lord God among them. ^11 that the Lord ex- 
pected in return, was, that they should willingly obey 
His commands, and keep His covenant. 

There was such amazing.condescension and goodness 
in this proposal, that no rational being could hesitate a 
moment in expressing a ready concurrence with it* 

To prevent the Israelites fVora entertaining any sus- 
picion that Moses deceived them, the Lord promised 
to appear Himself, for the purpose of renewing his co- 
venant with His people, but required Moses to sanctify 
them, by withdrawing them from secular emplojrments, 
in order to give them time to prepare their minds for 
the approaching solemnity; and also to wash their ap- 
parel, that they might, when they approached the 2>r* 
vine presence^ be as free from defilement, both in body 
and soul, as they could possibly render themselves. 

Hitherto the Israelites had seen the LoRDonly in Hit 
wonderful works, and in the pillar of the cloud, which, 
though a pledge and token of His presence; gave n^ 

idea 
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idea of His Divine Majesty. Litde did thej conceire 
what an awful scene was preparing for their view. It 
was highly proper to assign bounds to them, that they 
might keep at a respectful distance from that sacred 
spot, chosen by the Lord for Himself and His heavenly 
attendants. 

The priests who are mentioned in this Section a^e 
supposed to have been the eldest sons of families *• 

At length the- expected day arrived, and the Lord 
deseenied^ot made ihepr^ence of the Deity manifest) 
on Sinai. The ever memorable mom was ushered m 
with the sound of the trumpet of the Archangel. The 
Ax^MiGRTyy making the clouds his chariots f, came 
flying iqpon the wings of the wind % ; He covered Him« 
self with light as with a garment, and was clothed with 
majesty and honour $. The pavilion of the High and 
Lofly One that inhabiteth eternity, a thick cloud and 
impenetrable darkness ||, in which His inefiable glory 
veiled itself from mortal eyes, was pitched on the Holy 
mountain* Ihe earth shook, and the heavens also 
dropped at the presence of God, even Sinai itsdf was 
moved at the presence of God, the God of Israel * *• 
Thousands of celestial spirits, shining in iounortal 
beauty, surrounded the darkness that covered the glory 
of the LoHD f f • Their appearance was like flames of 
fire ; and Out of the fire went forth lightnings %%. At 
the sound of the trumpet the people are said to have 
trembled : What must then have been their sensation^ 
when, coming forth to meet their God, they beheld 
the glorious spectacle, of which the words even of the 
inspired writers can give but a faint idea! Strength- 
ened to sustain the heavenly vision, Moses spake unto 

* See Exod. xxiv.5. t Ps. civ. 3. t P»» xviii. 10. 
$ Pi. civ. 1, i. I Ps. xviii. 11. • • Pa, Uviu. 8, 

tt Ps. Uviu. XT. % % Eaek. i. XX 
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the Loud : what he said is not related ; but we may 
conjecture, that it was something expressive of the 
people's penitence. To shew His kindness to theniy the 
Lord called Moses (who acted as a Mediator ^e^tw^en 
Him and the Israelites) up to the top of the motint ; 
after repeating' His charge, that the people might not 
break the prescribed bounds, the Lord spake .all thfe 
words of that excellent law, called the Decalogue, or 
Ten Commandments, every sentence of which demands 
particuUr examination, as the observance of its pre- 
cepts makes a principal part -of the Christian religion; 
and this law will never be abolished as long as the 
world lasts *; 

We may assure ourselves, that this law was spoken 
by the Lobd God Himself. Had it proceed^ from* 
an angelf or any created beings it certainly would hare 
tended to lead the Israelites into the very crime they 
were repeatedly required to avoid, that of Idolatry ; for 
the people would naturally worship Him, who declared 
himself to be the God, to whom their adoration was doe. 

In addition to the Decalogue Moses received a nura*' 
ber of ceremonial, political, and moral laws; the 'for*' 
mer related solely to the Jewish constitution, and are 
abolished ; but those of a moral tendency are calculated 
for the whole race of mankind, and are worthy of the 
attention olT Christians. 

The Angel whom God promised to send to keep Hit 
people in the way, could be no other than the AngeI 
ov THB Lord, Hrs Divine Image. He certainly 
caiinot justly be regarded as a created being, for no on^ 
could have the name of God iii him, who was not of 

* In ray Companion to the Common Prayer of the Church of 
England, there is a full comment upon the Decalogue ; in which 
^I hare attempted to shew in what manner Christians should keep 
these CommandiBeuU. ? 

" \ the 



( S7S ) 

the same nattfre, for we have already seen that this 
great*tiaine> viz. I AM THAT I AM, is incemmuni- 
cable to any creature. If it was dangerous for the Is«^ 
raelites to' disobey Him to whom the name of God so 
essentially belonged, it must be equally so for Christians 
to dishonour Him, since it is He alone that can keep 
them in the way of everlasting life. 

What Christian, that calls to mind the solemnity 
with which the Law was given from Mount Sinai, and 
that it was designed to be of perpetual obligation to all 
those who should be considered by GO0 a:s His peculiar 
treasure, a kingdom qfpriestSj a holy nation^ can forbear 
to practise its Divine precepts ? By obeying the voice of 
our Loan, and keeping His covenant, Christians can 
alone secure to themselves these honourable distinctions. 
Let us then pay grateful homage to that transcendantly 
glorious Being who delivered Israel from Egyptian 
bondage, and us' from the bondage of sin ; and let ua 
make His Pivine precepts the rule of all our actions. - 

The Law, we .find, was given with such proofs of 
the greatness and majesty of God, that the people were 
ready to die with fear and apprehension, and request-^ 
ed that, for the future, Moses might be thetvc-Mediatori 
Moses endeavoured to remove tlieir terrors by assuring 
theni, that the Almighty only meant to prove to- them, 
that He was above all the heathen gods : and that this 
tremendous ceremony was intended, not to impress 
their minds with a slavish fear, but only to excite re. 
Terence, and restrain them from the commission of pre- 
sumptuous sin. ' 

Having said that Moses was henceforth to be. a Me* 

diator between God and the people of Israel, it is ne^ 

cessary to observe, that the word M^e/ta^or signifies one 

who acts as a peace-maker, or intercessor, between two 

contending parties ; or as a deputy and representative 

«f each to the other; as occasion may require. 

It 
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It ia to be particularly ebsenred, that the Israeliter 
were commanded not to make to themselves gods of 
silver or gold* This may be done without makisg grav^ 
en images ; for whoever suffer^ ricl>C8 to occupy that 
j^ce in his afiPections^ which the Deity ought to fill, or 
pujts his trust in them, makes a GU)0 of theou 

SECTION LXXIII. 

MOSES AGAIN ASCENDS THE MOUNT. 

JOSBUA A1(D THE ELDERS BEHOLD THE GLORT-OF 

GOO* 

From Exodus^ Chap, xxiv. 

Anb God said unto Moses^ Come up unto the Loed^ 
thou and Aaron^ Nadab and Abihu, and seventy of the 
elders of Israel : and worship ye afar oE And Moses 
alone shall come near the Loud; but they shall not 
come nigh; neither shall the people go up with him. 

And Moses came and told the people all the words 
of the Lord, and all the judgments : and all the people 
answered with one voice, and said. All the words which 
the Lord hath said, will we do. 

And Moses wrote all the words of the Lord, and 
rose up early in the morning, and builded an altar under 
the hill, and twelve pillars according to the twelve 
tribes of Israel. 

And he sent young men of the ch^dreh of Israel 
ivhich offered burnt*offerings, and sacrificed peace- 
offerings of oxen unto the Lord. 

And Moses took half of the blood* and put it in ba- 
sons ; and half of the blood he sprinkled on the altar. 

And he took the book of the covenant, and read in 
the audience of the people : and they said, All that the 
Lord hath said, will we d0| and be Obedient. 

And 
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And Moces took the bloody and sprinkled it on the 
people, and said. Behold the blood of the eorenant^ 
^hich the Loud hath made with you concerning aU 
these words. 

Then went up Moses and Aaron, Nadab and Abihui 
and seventy of the elders of Israel. 

And they saw the Gop of Israel : and there wafi 
tinder his feet as it were a paved work of sapphire-stone^ 
and as it were the body of heaven in his clearness. 

And upon the nobles of the children of Israel he laid 
not his band : also they saw God, and did eat and 
drink. 

And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to mq 
into the mount, and be there : and I will give thee 
tables of stone, and a law, and commandments, which 
I have written, that thoii mayest teach them. 

And Moses rose up, and his minister Joshua: and 
Moses went up into the mount of God. 

And he said unto the elders, Tarry ye here for us, 
until we come again unto you : and behold Aaron and 
Hur are with you : if any man have any matters to do^ 
Jet him come unto them. 

And Moses went up into the mount, and a cloud ca- 
pered the mount. 

And the glory of the Lord abode upon mount Sinai, 
and the cloud covered it six days : and the seventh day 
He called unto Moses out of the midst of the cloud« 

And the sight of the glory of the Lord was like de? 
vonring fire on the top of the mount| in the eyes of 
the children of Israel. 

And Moses went into the midst of the doud, and 
gat him up into the mount : And Moses was in th« 
mount forty days and forty nights. 

And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying. Speak thou 
also mto the children of Israeli saying, Verily my sah^ 
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baAs ye shall keep : for it is a sign between me and 
you, throughoutyour generations : that ye naay know 
that I am the Lord that doth sanctify yoiu 

Ye shall keep the Sabbath therefore : for it is holy 
unto you. Every one that defileth it shall be surely- 
put to death ; for whosoever doeth any work therein, 
that soul shall be cut off from amongst his pec^le. 

Six days may work be done; but in the seventh i^ 
the Sabbath of rest, holy to the Lord : whosoever 
d6eth any work in the Sabbath-day, he shall surely be 
put to death. 

Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the Sab- 
bath, to observe the Sabbath throughout their gene* 
rations, for a perpetual covenant. 

It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for 
ever : for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, 
and on the seventh day he rested,' and was refreshed. 

And he gave unto Moses, when he had made an end 
of communing with him upon mount Sinai, two tables 
of testimony, tables df stone, written with the finger of 
God. 

ANNOTATIONS and REFLECTIONS. 

It is evident, from the beginning of this section, that ' 
neither Moses nor the people had yet beheld the Image 
OF God in the refulgence of Divine Majesty. At the 
first visible manifestation of the Deity to him, Moses 
saw a burning bush, from the midst of which God 
called unto him. On other occasions, during tb« 
plagues of Egypt, he heard the words of fhe Lord, a»d 
it is likely that he saw some token of the Divine pre* 
$efice s perhaps the cloudy pillar that art^rwards went 
before the Israelites. From this pDlar, which (as wt 
have before observed) might justly be denominated the 
chicle of the Lord God, a giirapse of His glory darted 
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en the people, sufficient to convince them that He wat 
actually present, and heard their murmurings for want 
of flesh and bread. When the law was spoken on 
mount Sinai, they only heard a voice, they saw no si- 
militude f ; for the Lord God was hid by clouds and 
thick darkness from the eyes even of Mdses, who wa4 
permitted to approach much nearer to the pavilion of 
the ETERNAL KiNG, than any of the Israelites : the 
honour of beholding Him was reserved for the time 
when the Lord should personally ratify the covenant 
He had proposed to his people. God required that 
they should first testify their acceptance of the condi- 
tions specified ; this we find they did, by declaring 
their readiness to do all that the Lord had said. As , 
soon as the people had given their assent, Moses wrote 
the Covenant in a book, that it might be fonnallj 
sealed. • 

It appears, from different parts of Scripture, that, 
according to the appointment of God, remission of sins 
was to be granted to mankind through the blood of the 
KEDEEMERf. Till thc time should be accomplished 
for the shedding of this, the blood of beasts was substi" 
tuted as a sacramental representation of it, signifying^ 
that the Lord would give those, who had faith in Him, 
and practised the obedience he required, an interest in 
the great sacrifice, that would be offered for mankind 
in general so that they should enjoy the benefits it was 
designed to purchase. ^ - ' 

It was observed in the history of Abraham, that the 
Lord made two covenants with him t, both of which 
were solemnly ratified and confirmed ; the first by a Di- 
vine promise on God's part, that he would fulfil the 
conditions of it, and on Abraham's by sacrificing ani'^ 

• Peut. iv. 12. 15. t Matr. xxvL 28. Rom. iii. 25. ^ 

% See SectioBB xiu. xvii. xix. and xxiv« 
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mefy; the hiter hj an oatit on Goi^'m part, and cm 
Abraham's by offering his son. 

The covenant which the Lord made with tlie Israel' 
ite» on Dionnt Sinai, was to- them a reuipwal of the jfrrf 
of these covenants, and related to theic temporal state at 
the descendants of Abraham. The everlasting caoe* 
nanty which related to the ^/ri^u^r/ concerns of all who 
should at any time come imder the denomination of 
Goi)*8 people, operated unperceived by them^ for many 
ages, till grace waA truth came by Jesus Christ*; 
but its benefits were conveyed to the Israelites, through 
the temporal covenant, till the time should come for the 
ratification of the spiritual covenant. As the everlast- 
ing covenant was to be sealed with the Uood of the 
Rbdeemer, it wa& requisite that the /^mpora/ covenant 
should be sealed with that of his appointed representa- 
tive ; on this account Moses made use ef the blood of 
beasts, as is here described* The twelve pillars which 
he erected, were designed as motnorials to each sepa^ 
rate tribe^ of the alliance they were going to make with 
GoD» By sprmkling the altar, Moses dedicated it X9 
the purpose of receiving the sacrifices which were a& 
terwards to be made on it, and by this means it be-^ 
came a witness to the contract* By sprinkling the 
book, he made that a witness also ; and by sprinkling 
|he people, he signified tliat the Lori> accepted their 
sacrifices, and was ready to. ratify the covenant with 
them, and consider them as His elect people^ 

In all civil contracts it is usual to have two copies^ 
Oiie for each party : in like manner was the Lord's 
Covenant conducted ; one copy was written by Moses, 
a& has been already related ; the other was written by 
the finger of God. That Moses might not be suspect- 
td of collusion in this important a&ir. The Loud grt* 

• John i. i74. 
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iei«mly vouchsafe^ to appear hpfore a number of wit*- 
»esscs, who were the chief heads of the famjHes of the 
Isracliles, men of approved abilllieii and integrity *, in 
order to convince them that He was actually present. 

What a wonderful vision were Moses and liis com« 
panions honoured with ! from the short descriptioa 
which is given of it, we may judge, that it agreed with 
those which the prophets afterwards had; exceeding 
^very object in the whole creation for brightness and 
beauty ; but so moderated, that human nature might 
ftustain'itf . 

As theJLoRD had many instructions to give to Moses, 
He called him up into the mount, and the glorious 
scene which had been just exhibited was hidden frono^ 
Tiew, Moses was lefl to reflect on the vision ; and to 
exercise his faith, he waited till the return of the Bext 
Sabbath, before he received any farther commvinica- 
tions from the Lord. 

It seems, that there was, in many particulars, great 
resemblance between the religious ceremonies of the 
heathens, and those of the patriarchs, during the live& 
of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob ; for each built laltars of ^ 
stone or earth, and offered sacrifices on them; but th^ 
former paid these divine honours to idols, the latter tq 
the Lord, the living God. 

While the people of Israel abode in Egypt, they werc^ 
either addicted to idolatry, or extremely inattentive t* 
religion ; and they had, in a great measure, lost the^ 
knowledge of th^ Lord, which Moses was sent lo re<* 
store. They had been so accustomed to see a Qcremo^ 
nial worship, that they would not readily liave received^ 
a rehgion purely spiritual ; on thi& account probsiblj 
God, in condescension to their ignorance,, and wi^ i^ 
yiew of representing, in a sensible manner, divine things, 
* See £xod. xvhu 91* X ^^*K vi* ^9^K i* ^0. Kev. L 4. 
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conveyed insfrnction by a variety of ceremonies, calcic 
lated to distinguish Him as tlie Supreme God, an<J- 
them as his peculiar churchy which was to shew forth 
His name and honour to the world, by such forms of 
worship as bore evident marks of holiness, dignity, and 
purity, in opposition to the worshippers of idols, who 
had introduced into their sacrifices the most shocking, 
absurdities that can be imagined. 

We have reason to suppose, as has been observed be*- 
fore, that from the beginning of the world, while the 
worship of the Lord God remained uncorrupted, some 
particular place was distinguished by a visible token of 
the Divine Presence ; for we read, that in the days iji 
Enos, men began to call upon the name of the Lord *y 
or, as it is understood to mean, united publicly in wor. 
shipping the Loud God. 

When the Israelites were separated from the idola* 
trous nations, they received evident proofs that Goi> 
was among them, by the appearance of the cloudy pil- 
lar ; and as the Lord promised to display His glory ta 
them in a distinguishing manner, He required them to 
make a Sanctuary, or Holy place, in whicb He pro* 
mised to manifest His Divine Presence on solemn oc- 
casions. 

God could undoubtedly have received the adorations 
of His people in Heaven ; but as the Loi^d vouchsafed 
to be the KING of the Israelites, he chose to have an 
earthly palace, or Tabernacle, to which they should re- 
pair to do Him homage, by offering the sacrifices He 
was pleased to ordain, accompanied with prayer and 
thanksgiving. During his long abode in the mount, 
Moses received amiple instruftions concerning the ta-^ 
bernacle, its appurtenances, and the ceremonies which 

♦ See Section h-^ • * ' . 
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the LoRD-Tcquifed to be observed in His worship ; of 
which we shall give an account in a following section* . 

As soon as God had linislied the works of creation^ 
He sanctified and blessed the seventh day, because oa 
it He rested from all his work; and, without doubt, 
ihe Sabbath was observed by Seth, and all the descen- 
<lant8 of Adam, as long as they retained the worship 
of the true Goo ; but long before the time of the Is. 
raelijtes sojourning in the wilderness, idolatry had takea 
place, and many nations had quite set aside this instil 
tution, and forgotten the occasion of it ; but the strict 
observance of the Sabbath-day was enforced upon the 
Israelites, as soon as they were separated from heathen 
nations, as God's peculiar people; and the Lobs God 
appointed the keeping the Sabbath-day h^y as a sign 
to distingutfeh them from idolaters, and as a lasting 
^oken of His covenant, so that it migl4 be considered 
as the ground-work of all their ordinances; and it seems 
probable from several passages in Scripture, as well as 
from the analogy of the Divine dispensations, that the 
Statutes, the Ordinances, and the Judgments of the 
Mosaic religion, were for the most part a restoratioa 
of the primitive religion after the FalL 

As the people of Israel had so much work assigned 
them to be done with expedition, they might have ima* 
gined themsdres exempted for a time from a regular 
observance of the Sabbath ; therefore Moses was com- 
missioned to tell them expressly, that they must on no 
pretence profane it. 

The Tables of Testimony contained the Ten Com. 
mandments; and were, in all probability, a counter- 
part of the Testimony written by Moses. These tables 
are said tp have been written with the Jinger of GoDf 
because the writing was impressed on them by His im« 
mediate power^ not by Immaainstraments. 

7 This 
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This si^ctlon furnisiies us with an additional proof, 
that there is in the Godhead a visible Image, who is 
to be honoured as God. It also teaches us the great 
importance of a religious observance of the Sabbath* 
day, to those who c^ll themselves the people of God. 

If Christians lay aside worldly pursuits, and spend 
this holy season in works of piety and charity (a& the 
Lord directs) it will be regarded by Him as a sign 
that they love and honour Ham ; and the inward satis, 
faction and other blessings which he will infallibly be* 
stow on them for doing so, will be a sign that God 
ioves tlieni. Nothing will more efiPectnally separate 
tis from wicked tmd profligate persons, nor more emi- 
nently recommend us to the favour of the good part of 
^ the world, as the servants of the living God, than a 
strict regard to the Sabbath-day. If so, ought it not 
to be our great concern, not only to employ it well 
ourselves, but to instruct the ignorant to do the same? 
May no Dbristian tlien slight the opportunity of doing 
00, which the institution of Sunday-schook affords. 




-END OF THE FIBST VOLUMS. 
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